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nailers an. |>r<,hihUwl from li-im.sinitting 

... .. .. .. «5 

Kxohaiigc of l..|cKraph.s. Transmits tele- 
grain from \ iccro.v of i>sih .\pril tmna. 
nittuig beisiun and .Mi'slied telugratus 
N<xs 88 and 89). (.’ongurs as to 
.M..|tlenima on l«.sis of e.x,4usion of nitr. 
nnllenhof eilhur I'ower from /A>mt of im. 

.. 

Slilitarj- Attaehc.s. Ijefera to No. lisa, 
lart xm. Ask., Viowii na to aljolltien 
of ikjbI at Jelimii , . 8iJ 

KimiUli Hiid into Persian terriUirv. 
to No. IS7. .Miiihtcr for Foreign Alfiiit^i 
haa no kii.iwhslge of. (irainl t'izier 
proiiii,,-., to ni.siriict military authoriliea 
.al \illi and .Mosul to pievellt fllllher llia- 
"iil«>iiee. .. DG 

Ttirriol-eraiaii fniinier IVesiai. foiimna- 
si.mer teivni?. Kurdish r.iid on larLv .scale 
T 'l‘''luKrai3h line to 
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No, 

Date. 

SOBJKCT. 

Page 

128 

1 

India OfBco . • 


Apr. 30, 1908 

Bed oxide on Island of Sirri. Kefer» to 
No. 97. Concurs as to inappropriatenees 
of supporting Mes-srs. Ilaji .\h Akbar’a 
application at Tehran, but suggests re* 
ciprocai settlement of controversy as to 
jurisdiction .. 

87 

129 

Mr, G. Barclay .. 

too Tel. 

May 1, 

Turco-l^ersian frontier. Transmits tologram, 
No. 28 of 27th April, from Ururaia. Dis* 
ordur worse than ever. Persian Commis¬ 
sioner has no instructions as to resuming 
negotiations.. 

67 

130 

Mr. Marling • • 

114 Tel. 

1, 

Tnrco-Persiaii frontier. Refers to No. 127. 
Report of Kurdish raid coiilirincd 

87 

131 

To Mr. Marling 

91 Tel. 

1, 

Tun^i-Persum frontier. Conversation with 
Count Henckendorff. Both Covornmeats 
ready to sni^wrt Persian Mi.ssioti (see 
No. 1)3). 'J'o inform Russian colleague .. 

' 88 

132 

.1 

92 Tel. 

1, 

Protection of Bahiemese. Refers to Nos. , 
3.5 a and 3.5n. Rc})nmtion to injured man 
will be suflicient rocogiiilion of our right 

' 88 

ISS 

India OiUcc .. 


^ 1, 

KNoIoitation of re<l oxide on Hormuz Island. 
Refers to No. 10*». No objection, inidor 
conditions menlinncd .. 

88 

134 

1 

Mr. 0. Barclay 

103 Tel. 

Ut 

Turco-lVrsrnn frontier. Transmits tclugroni, 
No. 29 of 2n<l May, from rmmia respect¬ 
ing stibmisslon of Persian villagers to 
Turks and responsibility for ouiragvH in 
south. Telegraphic cominunicatiou ro- 
storod .. .. .. .. 

88 

13.5 


104 Tol. ' 

' 8. 

j 

Kunllsh outrages on Turco-Persian fronlUfr. 
Refera to No. 134. Porte state that 
Turkish frontier uDlciaU have instructions 
to prevent •, .. .. . • 

88 

13G 


210 

I Apr. 28, 

Tnreo-Porsinn frontier. Tmiwmits Vice- 
Consnl Dickson's reimrts on, and sketches 
of district traversim in his recent tour .. 

89 

13G* 

Mr. O'Beirne 

210 

30, 

Russo-Per.'^ian frontier. Re^iorts disintch of 
niniitivo expc^litinii agtiinst Khan Kiili 
Khan 

!Ki* 

187 

India Otllco 

i 

May 2, 

Qeriuun ling on native bmtH in Persian Gulf. 
Riders to No. 112. Concurs ns to im|uiry 
at. Inlernnttonal Bureau, but suggesUs 
awuititig Muj(»r C«)x’h Rejx>rl .. 

9(i 

138 

It t> 



Gorman Hag on nalivo dhows in Persian Gulf. 
Trajjsmits telegmm to Viceroy of 3Mth 
A|U'jl, asking for report as to compliance 
with terms <»f Genera) Act 

99 

139 

Mr. .Marling 

117 Tel. 

4, 

Military Attuulu^s in Persia. Ketnrs t^i 
No. 12.5. Kx|Kitlates iiixm imixirlamxMif 
mninlniiiing t><*th at Telmiit nml M<‘siii!d .. 

99 

144) 

” ” 

I IB TgI. 

i 4, 

Exchange of lolographs. Refers to N(». 123. 
His MaieHly’s Consuls at Meslgsl and 
SiMst in Know of no r<>gnln(i<>n prohUnting 
Russians from sending British luevkigos .. 

97 

111 

To .Messrs. Ellinger 
and Co. 

i 

1 

1 

i 

4, 

1 

Red oxide on llormuz Island. Refers to 
.No. 30. No «tbi<>cti<m to ihi'ir showing 
No. 07, Pan Xin, to Mes-irs. \Vu\r 
strictly coiilldfutlully.. 

j h7 







Tf. Mr. Mmlinj; .. 


Ked oxide ou llunitux Inlatid. ^Scknowledgcs | 
No. lOIL Copy of uhich will he soul to 
Tchmu .. .. .. ... 

Oil wellii at Kaar>i>Sliiriii. Tlianks for' 

No. 102. Action iitadviauble at prciieiit .. | 

Advancement of British interests la Southern | 
Persia. Transmits No. 79 for observations ; 
nml Na MR.j 

Pacilitios afforded by Convention for advance* ' 
meat of British inU'reats in South Persia. I 
Thanks for N<i. 79 

I’olitiuil situation. Minister for Foreign 
Affairs hears rumours of ia)|)eiiding nnti* 
dyiinstiu outbn.'nk 

Turerj*Persian frojitii-r. Traiwtnits Iclegram I 
(N*». Jhl of iho Rtli May) from rrumia. 
Country rolalively *|uiet. Inslniclitwis to 
Persian (Commissioner. 

Keriiianshah custtuns. Itefers To Nos. b7 ! 
and 117. To miorm Kussian (loxurniiient; 
iliar lo.ins Ilf liinx'riul Hank ttrt* to Ix' 
truii.sfrned lo Husnirv (!Ustonis .. .. ‘ 

Political situation. Keferss tt* No. M7. To 
repot t facts .. .. .. I 

Bed oxide oik Island of Sirri. l\efei> trr 
No. I2g. \Vk»uld like to leain views of 
(tovermiienl of India as to advisrdnlity of 
not piiih'siiiig against Persian pielotislon. 
Asks vii-w« as to obtaitking itssiiriuico 
MiggeMckl in No.'.»7 .. 

Shall and Asseiiibly, Hofei's to No. 117. 
Shah's nii|K)pulanty has incrensed 

Cm niiin lUgon native dhows In Persmii Culf. 

K'i-]et> lo No. I:I7. Concurs us to ndvis* 

. aljiiity of awaiting ]‘e{Kirt before taking 
' netioii at Brussels or Berlin 

Oil .Syitdiuale at Ahwa/. and Bakhtiari | 
I Khaiks. Trausinits corres])onduncu com* 
mnniciile^l by His Majesty’s Consub I 
(ienerel at Busliire .. .. .. | 

Conci-ssiuns in North Pei-sm. UejKirts con* 
vei'satiun with (jeniiun e4illeague,who Ims 
receivcfl garbled version of telegraph | 
exchange pi-uposab .. .. .. 

Heads of Missions in Tehnin. Koports on.. 


Ttirl at'i'Hayderi Consulate. Transmits 
desinklcli fM.m Major Sykes. Crgesreten* . 
tiun (if .. .. .. ..! 

Visit uf Turkish tN'i'Vette to Fnilia. Tmiui- [ 
, mitA des|uteh from Muhammer.ih rt*|K>rt* | 
iugon .. .. .. ..I 

Biijaud telegraph odiie. Kefers to No, 370, | 
Pail Nlll. (Quotes from .Major Kennion'.s, 
I wtvkiy suuim.)ry lo :>how attitude of. 
Kusiiian Consul .. 
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.'Vpr. 20, 1908 Claims of Messrs. Lynch again-st the Bakh- 
tiari Khans. Beporta payment of some 
claims. Appreciation of Captain Lorimer's 
services .. ,, .. US 

21, Messm. Hajji iVJi Akbar end Sons. Kefurs 

to No. 83. Uos answered further note 
from Persian Government by quoting 
words of Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
and stating that Legation must continue 
to protect them .. .. .,113 

23, Knssian claim to attach Kermanalmh cus* 

i toms. Reports conversation with Russian 
I Financial Agent, which defines whole * 

situation .. .. .. ,114 

23. ' Interest of Great Britain and Russia in 

cnstoins revenues. Reports convorsa* 
tion with Russian coBcaguo respecting 
measures for excluding a tliird Power 
I from intervention, with comments .. 115 

28, i Dayir |nrates. Refers to No. 7. Ilns 

, consulted Major Cox, who agrees with him 

that it would bo better not to commend 
the action of the Khan of Bander Rig .. 116 

28, Repair of Ahwnz-Borasjnn telegraph line. 

Be|K)rts frequent representations to Slinb* 
ter for Foreign AOairs a.s to noccsslty for. 
Pro[x>scs to toko no further move without 
j instructions .. .. .. ..117 

28, Disorder in Northern A:&crbaijaii. Describes. 

I Dispute with Russia probable. Action of 
' Russian colleague, and Persian reply .. 117 

23, : Events in Persia, including proceotlings of 

I Notional Assembly. Transmlls sumiimry 
I for jtroceding four weeks .. ug 

23, Wishes of .Sheikh of Moluimmerah and 

Bakhtiari KlmnA for closer relations with 
I Ilis Majesty’s Government, Trausmit.s 

despatch and incinsures from Major Cux 
lo Govoniment of India, with comments.. 122 

23, Excliange of telegraph linejs Refers U» 

No. 38. Reports aga>en]ent witli BiiKiiim 
j colleague ns to leaving matter in hands of 
Superintendents. VUmvm of Mr. Biitker 
' ana Ilis Majesty’s tkmsubGeneral at 

j Meshed .. .. .. .,127 

24, General situation. ComiiieniH. Sfniggle 

l)etw<;on SImli ami “Knjumuim” no leas 
bitter. Attitude uf (!nbinut .. .. I 2 K 

24, Turco-IVrsian frontier. 'I'ransmits .Memo* 

raiidum from P<'rsi»n Commiiwlonor (com* 
inunivated bv Mini.ster for Foreign Affairs) 
stming conditions on wliich negotiations 
might resujued .. .. 129 

18, Branch of ImjXTial Bank of Persia nt 

Bushire. Reports views of Miij<»r Cox 
and .Mr. Chick as to need ol n form. Ac,.. 130 

20, ^ Britihli Lighterage Coinjiany at Bu.iliire, 

I Refers to No. 77, Part XIII. TmnsmitA 
despiteh Irom Major (V>x (No. 43) n.|)ort* 
ingonforfinitionof. Imisirtanccof BrUish 
Shijiping (Jomisinies inaugurating service , 
on lines dt'scri)ii‘<i ..^131 
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Namo. 1 

No. 1 

Dat«. 1 

SCBJKCT. 1 

Page 

17-1 1 

^ Mr. fj. Ilnrday .. j 

! 

240 

May 5, 1908 

Kurtiish outrages south of rniiuia. Refers 
to No. 1B4. Itejrorts couversation with ' 
Huri.sinn collenguo, uiid further representU' 
tions to Grand Vizier .. 

1 138 

175 

Nil. 





17f; 

1 

Mr. O'Beinii' 

2I'J 

0. 

Sul)tiid^' U) German school at Tebrnn. Kefors 
to No. 72. Transiiiits Memonindum from 
M. Isvolsky suggesting action should be 
left to diHcrction of Representatives 

137 

177 1 

»» M 

22!t 

B, 

Concesfiion forTeliran-Kormnnshah Railway. 
Refers to No. 122. Minister for Foreign 
Affairs ktiow.s nothing of .M. Stewrich 
obtaining .. .. ,. 

137 

17« 

itidinOllico 


11. 

Russum |xwt altJumljad-i-Kabiw. Transmits 
de.>«[)nte}i from iloHiied of 20th Febntnry 1 
inclosing note on .. ., ..! 

I3K 

17!» 

Mr. Marliiij^ 

I2I TpI. 

i-\ 

.Stea.net-H on Lake rniuiia. Refers to No., 
421. Part XIII. Have Russian Govertl- 
nient replied ? 

13H 

IBO ' 

To Mr, O'lk-iriiL' 

125 ToI. 

12. 

Prinei* Iinaui Kiili’s Concession. Refers to 
No. 421, J*nrt XIII. To a.‘‘k for early 
reply . 

131) 

ISI 

1 

! 

1 

To liiOui onic<* 


12. 

Kxr'haiigi* of telegntjih lines. Refers to 
So. 124. Tninsmita t<*legraphic eorre- 
.Hjxindeiu’e with Tehran und St, Peters- 
l>ur);h. ^ Proj)ost‘s to conclude ariange- 
iiient with UussiauH for niiployc'S of (‘iioh 
Power to aciN'pt me.s.vnge.s of’ tljo other. 
Trmis«ii(> <lraft lolegmin to .Mr. O’Reinm 
(.wNo. lin:) . 

: 131) 

1S2 

' Imlia Ollirc 

j 


12, 

Pasaiui Kluii) and Rirjand {sx'ilal contract. 
'rronsniil.H lelegmiiw Is-iwifii S<>I.Hian and 
Viceroy n*six*cting .. ., ,,: 

131) 

ISB 

To .Mr. O'Hi'inio 

1 



Keimanshnli customs, Rj'fej.H to No. 1 11). 
Tntnsmils N«.. ico, Xo explain to .Minister ' 
f«>r Foreign .tlTairs of misuuder* i 

^tandhjg helwc-en M. d«! Hnrlwig an<l 
Mr. Marling, .ind to imjiiin* ns to fn-sh j 
armngetmiil .. .. ..| 

m 

1-si 

Mr. OTI- uih- 

i 

' si'lVI. 

11. 

1 Ilium Knli Ftmeeasion. Refeix to .No. IRI). 
.Minl.^ler for K«)reigii .Iffairs will give 
reply N)u*rtly.. 

Ml 

is:, 

1 

To Mr. O'llririii* .. 

127 Tol. 

II. 

.’subsidy ti»t;emmnsc*li»Mil. To <>umunnirate 
pur|x,it of No. IMi) to RiiKslnnti'overiiimmt 
and ask for similar Instructions ni lx* sent 
M. de llartwig ., .. 

141 

isi; ' 

T.i Mr. M.irlinB .. 

1)7 Ti'I. 

11. 

.'^iilwidy t«» German ncluMil. Refers t<i No. 
103. Authorizsvs him to settle with .M. do 
Il.irtwig as to repriseiitaiioiis to JN-rsiun 
Government.. 

141 

I ST 

1 

W Tfl. 

II 

Persian hmits. Refers l*» No. Ii53. To 
inform Persians that conditioDH caiinoi l^c 
dliH’UMnI as no answer has lasui nxfived, 
and inieri'st and sinking fund have not 
Ix'oti |aiil ., .. ., 

111 

lAA ' 

1 

To Indio Oilici' .. 

1 


n. 1 

Military Allai-lie at .Meshisl. Refers to 
.No. ,3M2, Part XIII. (Question svhulher 
jxist is *• Olio of purely Indian intm*si.” 
t'nnnot ns'ommend Trea-sury to .sanction 
charge of a moiety of cost to hiiiXTial 
funds 

Mi 
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No. 

Date. 

Subject, 

Poge 

189 India Oflici* 


May M. 1908 ^ 

Red O.xidu Coneessioii on Sirri Island. Refers 
to No. 151. Transmits telegram to > 
Viceroy, .\grccia no protest altould be 
made unless followed by practical measures. 
Urges Messrs. Ilaji AH Akbsr and Sons 
should bo approached without delay as to 
JlritiHh diameter of cutorpriso .. 

112 

IlK) To India Oflice 


15, 

Daiirpiiates. Transmits No. 161. Proposes' 
t'* take no furtlicr action in regard to 
services of Kliaii of Bonder Rig 

' 143 

191 Mr. Marling 

122 Tcl. 

! 17, 

Ri'xipuition of tlk* Miiu.stry. .Ministers have 
again resigiuHl. Nasr-uI-Mulk iuvited to 
return .. .. .. ,, 

m 

11^2 „ 

j 123 Tel. 

17. 

j German loon. Refers to No. 186. Persian 
' Government cannot obtain a loan fnun 
Genminy milil German Rank Is opened ., 

' 143 

193 India Onico 


10. 

1 Oxide t^mcession on f^irri Island. Tniiismils 
tcli'g’^ni to Yic-roy, dated i:Uh May, 
repcutiiig nniiiwt for views as to ad- 
vkiliiilty of protest .. 

i 

i 

1 144 

194 To Sir F. Lascolltyi .. 

35 Tcl. 

18, 

! Loans Refers tu No, 192. Iiniuires if it 

1 Would lie iiossible io obtain infonnalioii 
; without locourso to Gorman Government.. 

144 

19» India Otiicc .. 


10. 

Excltin;'v of te'egranh lines. Refers to 
No. isi. Coneum in terms of <lmft tele* 
gram to Si. Petershurgli (see No. 190).. 

ill 

193 To .Mr. O'lleirne .. 

13.3 Tel. 

20. 

Hxchiingc of iclcginjili linc.s. Refers to 
No. 116. Ihillne.s jHisitioiiof KUMaje.sly’s 
Government ns lo sigiialhrs on ICImf- 
Nnsmtalmd line. &c. To eiidi*avour lo 
obtain Russian concurrence 

M.'i 

197 To India Onicp 

1 

20, 

i 

1 M tsh of (I) Sheikh of Moliamiaerah and (2) 
Raklitiavl^ Kliniis for closer union wiili 
• Jrcat Rfitain. TraiumilLs No. 168. Kx- 
j^aiii* difTermice of ixisllion as regards (1 > 
nnti (2). and |>roixi.«»4*s to rc|)eat .assiiminres 
t4i .Sheikh, but not lo give further engage-! 
iiicnt u» Klmus 

14.5 

I'-W 1 1. 


1 20. 

1 ! 

1 Red oxide on Sirri Island. Refers to No. 189. 

ronciirsas to not making protest against 

1 Persian pretension. PmiKwes to aihlre>s 
no ciitnmunication to ilm Company ixuiding 
ivc:elp1 of view.s of Goveniineiit of India .. 

146 

199 ^ India Onice ,, 


20. 

L'jiptiiie of D.iyir i>imt<-s. Rofm-s to .No. 190. 
.Xgnes tiuii no further action is colled 
for. 

M6 

2t)0 Mr. Marling 

121 'IVI. 

21, , 

1 

AIIianc4> iKitwwMi Sheikh of .Mohannuerah and 
Rukhliuri Klian.s. Refers lo .Ni>. |68. 

' Reports eonclusion of. Tliev will combimi' 
|4» o'sist Inl4'rfert*nce. IVofi'SHions of 
fiieiidsliip to Ills Majesty’s Ix'gntlon. .Not 
likely r<i last long 

147 

201 To Mr. .Mailing .. 

<k)n6dcniinl 

21. 

t'•4iix>H4iiin for Rmiard trains iHitwecn .MoNhed, 
'IVlmm, Kiuii, and Kemianshah. Itefers 
to No. 79. Reque<its inforiiutiim re* 

•^ivcting 

147 

2*12 IiiijH-rtal Bunk *if 


■21. 

KiTiiianshah customs. Refers to No. 7l* 
Transmits lUt of recoljda from 2]sl Sep- 
tenilier to 20lh IVbrnary, also extract from 
IcU'T from Tehran Offli c donning attitude 

147 
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.Mr. (l-H, ini.. 


Sdii Mr. .Marling 


-I;; .'•'ir I’, fjiscvik'n 


-l.‘J .Mr. 4J. lUrdiiv 


^Mi; I To Mr. Mmli,,;; 


-1“ I 'I'll .Mr. .Nlurliiij; 


fel. Miiy 22 , 190 H j Iitii^»‘I*crNinh frotiiitr. liefers to No. I 3 S*. 

, Oivfs official aiiuotiMceiijenl reapectioJ 

r*»y»«oiitof indemnity.. 

*1 23 , I Uu^o,JVr^iaD frontier. Kefcrs to Na 20 . 3 . 

Ooveninr of CancasuB has coiisi-nted to 
. aeliiy of fifteen days hi im'meiit of in.' 
demnily .. .. .. j 

•'''• Hiiwiciiil sitiinlion. licports alatemcnt oFI 

. .MinisiiT of Kiiiaiice mid 11. liizot's views 

(.'onvontatioiis with Miniatvis ., .,: 

I Advaiico hy Imperial lianic to Sliali. Reports 

netiim as regards request of Hussein Kuli 
Khan .Sawab for help of bciration in ob- ^ 

I laiiiinp' further period of grace for a I 

narivc luiiker for repayinont of.. 

I of Ministry arid political sitlla-! 

bon. I!e|)0t1.s converantiou with German i 
I I culleu^iic .. ,, I 

.Sulwiily of German scliooh Itefere to I 
i>o. lha. Inalructinn.H sunt to M. de Hart- 

wig to concert with Mr. Marling .. ] 

I Kcriiiansliali customs. Refers to No. IM. 

I Ininsmils two notes of 'Jtii and latli May 

to ill. iBvoiBky reH{H.'cting .. j 

I ’ ’ Oenimn lU;; on Liitfrah dhows. Transmits 

I Idwnm of I8th May from Viceroy,^ 

I ^oucurriug’ in, recumtneudations ' 

of Jtcsiilt.iit ill (iulf .. ,, j 

*-*on';Q>sioii oil ifiri-i Islainl. Refers to , 

I .V*. l.is. IransmitH teU-Kram from Vico -1 

Sk ! protest is I 

iiiaih is.i|)h. if wiuranloe i.s given os siig- 
l,«>led, but .fowasmi claim «houltl to] 

•• .. 

'iormaii I,.,|,. IW.-rs to .\o. 1 34. Minister ; 
or l-nieigii Affiiira says cliancea of eatal). 

prasent 

''■"ri'o.lVrsinii frontier, Tian.siiiib< leiegrani, 

: Mhv. fn.m InimiB. No 

'"iVn hff.nc.ri ■ ' ‘ 

llx'I'el. o,; . , . , ” 

• 1 no II- eraian [lolitier. 1 raiismit.s leiegmiii, 

h'll iig do oal of l^.r»;all» by Kurds at 

i:«miiient.s on Taiiir-s delay 1 13 
*'• linwo-rershiii rroiitier. Refera to \o •i|)3 I 
liiKsiiuis granted a forliiigiii's ro,-pil..! I 
w Ill'll I ersiaii.', i, imsiillicielil. Ibis ' 
ndvi-ed .M,„i..,ter for Koieigii Air„irs t„ | 
n^m. Ill pniioijiU. I j. 

'■""“•a sehisil, Iiiromi., of i 

of .N».. .. .. I 

liii'so-l>eri.iaii fn.nlier. liefer.- to No. 2|3. 

11. l.svol-ky e.x|«.,.i. |',.r,i„„,s will not U- 
able lo esaet Kitisfaetion uspiireil, and 
U.iii ininilive nn-asuie.s will I.. I'n-ee..;..? 153. 

Ill I Tel. .1,, .. , , 

- . lill.H.0.1 erainli frontier. liefers lo No. Ji,-, 

Approves language .. ''■•.1.1. 


I in Tel. 2,'. 


Ailvanee. of lin|a 

I Itofeis In No. 3it 


•f Imivrinl Ifcuik to tl.e 

.No. 2 o*, .\i'iMove> uotii.}, I 



No.! Name. 


219 To India Office 


229 To Mr. J. Preeco 


233 To Mr. O'Ucime 


153 Tel. 4, 


^'orilldeiitial 4, 


May 28, 1908 German flag on native dhow» at Lingah. 

Concufls as to postponement of further 

.. .. .. ..157 

29, Discovery of oil. IVansmits telegram from 

Bushiro reporting .. .. ,. 157 

29, Peraian Customs launches. Reports recent 

incidents in Gulf, and asks if he may 
protest ,. .. ..157 

30, Russo-Pmian frontier. Refers to No. 216*. 

Groat indignation at Russian excesses and 
demands for compensation. Unlikely that 
Persians can give reparation w’itliin stipu¬ 
lated time. Attitude of Russian colleague* a 158 

June 2, Seistan liranch of Imjxiria! Biu.k. Refers to 

No. 228, Part XlII. Does not Ix'liov© 
continuance of experiment is justified 
politically or coininercittlly .. 168 

2, German flag on dhows in Gulf. Refers to 

No. 219. Transmits telegram to Viceroy 
mformiug that no action will be taken 
pending Major Cox's report .. ..161 

3, PoliUc^l situation. Reports resignation of 

Ministers and endeavour of Eiijumens to 
purge Uio Shah’s entourage .. .. 161 

3, Genimn school. Refers to No. 216. M. do 

Hartwig averse to joint representations. 
Suggests note to Persian Government on 
our bide .. .. .. .,162 

3, Situation in 'Tehran. Reports desertion of 

Shah by Amir Bahadur Jang and others.. 162 

3, Situation in Yezd. Reports invasion of 

Indo-Kuropean Telegraph Dej^artmeut by 
refugees. lias made urgent representu* 
tiofw .. .. .. .. 102 

3, [ Discovery of oil. Gives substance of No. 

I 221).1G2 

2, j Red Oxide Concession on Slrri Islatid. Ko- 
fers to No. 198. Transmits telegrams 
I from and ^ Viceroy nwpecting. g\grts»s 
I as to making no proU-st, and roservalion 

of Jowasmi rights .. .. ..168 

4, I Situation in Tehran. Slmh has gone with 

strong escort Ui liis country place. 
Townsjxjople apprehensive but ijuiot .. 168 

4, Dismissai of Shah’s guards. Duo to Knjii- 

mens. Russian coUengue anxious for 
Shah’s safety, IIus called with him on 
Mini»U‘r fur Foreign Affairs and Chief of 
Kajur tills-. Agitation foinciitod by the 

. .. .. 164 

4, Persian customs. To inniiiru views of 

Minister for Foreign AfTatrs respecting 
No. 2211 _ 164 

4, Advancement of British intertfsta in the 

lUMitml zone. Refers to No. 145. Tim 
points mised in .Mr. Rees* Memorandiiiu 
uro covered by the imiulrics of the i’erslan 
Sub-Committee of the Coiumittee of Im- 
|K?rial Defeucti .. ,, ..164 
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1 

SciURCT. 

|page 

235 

India OOicc ., 


Juno 4, 1906 

Irregular proceedings of Persian Customs 
launches, Peters to No. 221. Concurs 
in draft reply to Mr. Marling respecting | 
(see No. 238) 

164 

23G 

Mr. Marling' 

135 Tel. 1 


Sirri Rod Oxide Concession. Refers to 1 
No. 83. Ru|>orts answer of Pcrsioii | 
Qovcriiiuunl U> application for. Repre- 1 
sciitatJvo of lirm is ready to apply to 
Sheikh through Rritish authorities .. 

^ 1G5 

237 

IVrwian Trunsport 
Comixiny 


5, 

Ruildings at Sliolliiieh. Iiifunns of difllcnity 
of obtaining sit<f, and obstructive attitude 
of Oovernor of Slmsbter .. .. 

165 

238 

To Mr. Marling 

107 Tc*l. 

c. 

Incident in Persian Ouif. Refers to No. 22. 
To warn iVrsian Oovurnincnt ns b> prin¬ 
ciples of inteniatiunal law involved. Un- 
1 necessary to raise (piestion of sovereignty 
over I5a.ssidu.. ,, ,, 

ii!i; 

233 

Mr. 0. Itarclay 

130 Tul. 

7. 

Tiirco-J’orsiaii frontier. Transmits tele¬ 
grams Nos. 33 ami 34 of 27th May and 
4th .lune. Movements of Russian Vice- 
Consul. Rarandu/. district will probably 
wubiuit to Turks. Arrival of Tahir at 
Mawana 

166 

iivj* 

Mr. O'iluimu .. 

94 Tel. 

1 

7, 

Prince Iminn KuU's Concession. M. l.svol- 
sky suggests it would be better to 
decline .Slessrs. Stevens’ request (see 
No. 272) .. .. 

166 

210 

.Mr. Marling 

1 

liiriTul. 


Arrest of Aln-ed-Oowleh and .\Kad-ul-.Mulk. 
Refers to No. 232. Rej)orts. .-\I1 Indo- 
KiinqKMii lines cut by .Slinli’s orders 

166 

241 


108 

May 2, 

^ 7. 

Hakhtiaii rxnd. Refers to No. 398, Part 
Nlll. Conijxiny .should be informed tlmi 
iieee-ssity for upkwp of roads, Ac., Ims 

rieviT l-ct'tj ijUfhtiiUUs) .. 

i 

107 

2-12 

1 " ■' 

1 

1 

lOU 


Norvvegijin (‘tiiLsiilar IN-pn-M-iitative at Hii- 
shire- Tnuisniit.s (l<‘S|ia(cli No. 55, Con- 
lidential, fntiii .Major (.k>x n^specting' 
np|M)iiitnient of Wiinckliaus’ agent 

167 

213 


no ^ 


J’roUs'ihm of Par-v'e.*.. Tnuisniits Por.sian 
reply promising to dn»\v allenlioti of 
LNivernors lo .. .. ..i 

168 

244 


113 

20, 

I’lTsiaii cuiwiicv. licfi-i-a lo X,^ I'url 

XIII. Itillii'iiltli's as to coinage of silver i 
U> the value of .'lOOdlOU (omuns.. ..; 

168 

243 

1. M 

114 

20, 

Russin’.s elaini-s oti customs rtveipls, Tmius- 
mils llgiiri's obiniiiet! from Russiiiii i 
Kiiuneial Agent, with 4'i>iiitnent.H .. 

169 

2l'i 


115 

20, 

RutiStt-l'erslan frontier. Refers to No. ItJfl. 
Few ndiable details olilaiiudde. Version 
4»f new (l.ivermir of Tabree/. 

17C 

217 


nr, 

1 20, 

1 

1 

Reimbur.'«*meiil t** Messrs. Lynch t)f detleii 
on workittg of steamer •• Shusliaii.” JVr- 
siaiw tmeompromi-ingly deiditie res|xmsi- 
bility for. Titmsmils notes lo and from 
.Ministei fi>r l'\*teigii .MTnir.s. .\HkM hi- 
strucllons .. 

170 

24K 

1 ■’ " 

117 

1 20, 

Ahwnz-lsjjaluut imimI. Refers to No, 202. 
Tmnsiiiits des|tatcli fiMiu Captain I.urimer, 
forwarding stnieineiit of .Me^-rs. Lyncirs 
account with Ikiklitiaii Khans up to 3rd 
.March .. 

173 
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No. 

Date. 

SUIUKCT. 

Page 

Kir. Marling 

lie 

May 20, 1908 

Exchange of telegraphs. Refers to No. 38. 
Pendan opposition to. Step.s taken by 
Rritiah and Rnsaian TiOgations to over- 

174 

.. 

119 

21, 

Monthly summary. Transmits .. 

175 

.. 

120 

Secret 

21, 

Diaries of Military Attachd at Meshed. 
Transmits Nos. 16, 17, and 18, lllh to 
30iJi April inclusive .. .. 

179 


123 

Confidentia 

21, 

Alliance between Sheikh of Molmmmcrah 
and Rakhtiari Khans. Rcfera to No. 168. 
Transmits dcsintch from Mohammerah 
rcm)rting conclusion of. Discusses pro- 
laihle durability, and comments.. 

187 

» « 

124 

21, 

Resigimtion of Cabinet. Continucii No. 205. 
(jives reasons for. Condition of country 
getting worse. (Jovemment helpless, 
(iermati interfvrauce unlikely .. «. 

188 

DO 

125 

Very Uonf. 

21, 

German Legation a^ Telinui. Count Qiiadt 
is pnr.suiiig the same ends as Baron von 
Ricliiliofeii, only by di^erent methods. 
11 is action ns n'gards .M. Bi»}t.. 

189 


128 

21, 

Settlement of tliree Kronco-Persian <piea- 
lions. (1.) Salary of Financial Advisor. 
(2.) Subvention to*French school. (3.) Re¬ 
newal of contracts of French profesaora .. 

190 


120 

21, 

Kurdish outrage.s in Urumia districts. Refera 
to No. 127. Transmits d<'S|)atch (No. 6 
of tlio25th April) from Priimia reporting 
and commenting on oxaggoraliun of 
re|)orts and resi»uiisiUlity of Turks ,. 

190 


130 

21, 

Ihs’fipis of Kenmtiishah customs. Refers 
lo No. 71*. Profwrlion of, retained by 
ImjM'rial Ikink of Persia 

191 

DO 

131 

21, 

Turco-Pcriian frontier. Reports difllculties 
ill way of six-cial Mis.sioii Ix’ing sent Ut 
CoiiKtaiitinuplc 

192 

!» .1 

133 

Very Conf. 

22, 

(.'onducl of local Manager of Iiii{H>riu[ Bank 
of Persia. Investigation of by member of 
liondt)!! Board. Conclusion unsatisfactory 

102 


135 

22, 

Ruf«x>~lhtrsian froi>ti(:r. Refers to No. 246. 
'i'raiiMnits deH|ialch from Resht iei>urliiig 
on. .•VITstir more serious than waa sii|r- 
IKxsed 

193 

” ” 

136 

22, 

Interiiiil situation. No immislinte. impruve- 
ntenl prolxible 

194 


137 

22, 

Non-payment of interest and .Hinking fund. 
Ref(‘rs to No. 187. Action suggested 
woulil now is* nniiecossary and im|Mditic. 
Pro{MKi4’M to avail liinisutf of laliludo 
allowed .. .. ,, .. 

195 

Mr, O'Ueirna 

246 

23, 

.MIeged (icrman ttonecHsion for railway 
frmn Tehran to Kermansliuh. Refers to 
No. 122. Russian Govurnmuiil have no 
knowledge uf ,, ,, 

lO.'i 


247 

23, 

Excliatige of tclegranhs. Refers to No. 1U6, 
Transmits note addiesniHl to .Minister for 
Foreign .VfTalrs ., .. ,, 

196 

McIhR Khan 

Private 

June 6, 

RiWHo-Pers'ian and Turco-Persiaii frontier 
iiueslluns. Transmits notes rcs{>ectiiig .« 

197 
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No. 1 

Naniu. 
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Djilo. 

SUUJCCT. 

Page 


Mr. Marliii^r 

1 1.'17 Tel. 
jCuiifidetitial 

1 .luno 9, 1908 

1 

Sitiintion in Tehran. Hefora to No. 240. 
Town pntrullial by Cossacks. Procla¬ 
mation oy Shah. Rnssians Ijelteved to 
have runtrivud and backed Shah’.s coup .. 

19B 

2C7 

Mr. (Vllfinw 

2(12 

1 

Kns,V)-J*i‘r.>‘ian frontier, 'rrnnsmits oflicial 
account of how Russian ofGcer lost hts 
life.. 

198 

2<:S 

Ti* Mr. Marlinj; 

103 Tcl, 

1 10, 

1 

Building.< nt Shollilieh. Informs of No. 237. 
To make representations respecting 
obstruction by (Jovenior, if desirable 

198 

2(;y 

1. .. 

34 

' 10, 

Oil Conces8uon.s Syndicate, Records con- 
versatuui of Sir C. llardlngo with three 
Bakhtiari Chiefs 

199 

270 

To liwlm Oniw 
„ Mr. .f. I’lwvt* .. 

1 

10. 

Oil Concessions Syndicate. Transmits No. 
269. Rulaticms of Bakhtiari Chiefs with.. 

200 

271 

Mr. Murlin<; 

1 138 

i 

May 39, 

RusM-l^ersiaii frontier. RufiTs to No. 260. 
Gives details of negotiations for settle¬ 
ment supplied by Russian colleague. 
ContersatioiiH with him and Mushir-cd- 
Dowleh 

200 


Mr. O'ltfiriH' 

1 2fi4 

June 8. 

i’rince Imam Kuli'a Conce.'wion. Transmits 
Ru-iwan aiV/c-wi-iJWiVc giving reasons for 
declining Messrs. Stevens’ request 

201 

27y 

Mr. Miirlinif 

1 138 Tcl, 

12. 

Situntiun. Reports rapid development of. 
Keeling against Shah very serious. De- 
Hnes uiffcrenco of his opiuion with that 
of Russian cnllcaguo as to probable cveuta 
and action uuce,s.i«ry .. ,, 

202 

27-1 


, 139 To!. 

1 

12, 

RuK.su-PerHiim frontier. Rofern to No. 222. 
Itu.isiaii demaiids accepted. Invocation of 
German intervention was discussed by 
Kor«*ign ffalrs CoinmitUH) 

203 


Til .Mr. O’lleiritf .. ^ 

* I.V.HVI. 

' 12. ' 

Political situation. Concurs in views in 
No. 273. To ttrgi* im)x>rtauce of pre¬ 
serving accord and avoiding intcrferance. 
also to urge similarity of present situation 
with tliat in December 

203 

270 

To India Oilloi' ,, 


12, 

Ja]ionese, Swedish, and Norwegian Consular 
^ rcpii'sotilation at Buslnre, I’nmsinits 
No. 212 fur oU-iervalioiw .. 

1 

204 

27* 

i 


12, 

Sirri ()si<le (.'oncessloii. Tmusmita No. 236 
tind ji-sks views ,. .. ,, 

204 

27h 

Tu I'fniiimTraiisjv'ii 1 
Coiu|i[iiiv 1 

1 


12, 

Obstruction toCom|)any'H Iwilding o|K‘rations 
at SheUilioh, near Shuster. Refers to 
No. 237. Ix.‘gation anthurlzed ti» take 

1 such action os may be demueil advisable • • 

201 


.Mr. Iliiwkiii.'i to .<ir 
T. •Im'kMoii (c<nii« | 
iiniiiiiiatKl hy^^ir’r., 
Jncktidii, >Iuiu« 1:5) 


.May 3U, 

Keriminshah custouis. Coiuiiiurits on Rus- 
aiun aclion, and re|Kirts conversation with 
M. Momard. Judicious increase in Unu- 
1 tion or Miiall loan the only way out of the 

.. ., .. ., 

205 

2SU 

.Mr. O'ltoiniu .. j 

Mr. Mui-lit)}^ ,.| 

‘.•ri 'lu 

Jnno 13, 

1 General situation. Itiis given .••ubslancu of 
No. 27.'i to .Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
who maintains old disagreement beiw(vn 
Gn‘.at Britain and Riismu >iill Mibsists. 
Qm'.-tiun uf joint representatioiw 

206 

ysj 


MO Tcl. 

10. 

Situation in 'I'ehr.in. l{ofei's to .Nu. 20«t. 1 
.\hsembly iutve |)cniund(Hl Enjumeiis tu 1 
leave Mos-jue .« ,, 

206 


No. 

Name. 

No, 

Date. 

SUUJKCT. 


282 

Mr. G. Barclay 

i 

1 

I4J Tel. 

June 14, 190S 

Turco-Perslan frontier. Transmits telegram 
^No. 86of llth June) from nriimia report¬ 
ing further Kurdisli outrages for which 
Turks are responsible. Aclion of mission¬ 
aries, and unsatisfactory answer of Tahir 
to Anglo-Russian representations 

206 

283 

Mr. O’Bcinie 

96 Tol. 

15, 

General situation. Refers to No. 280. No 
answer from Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
who is inclined to BUggo.st joint warning 
to 7JI 

207 

284 

Mr. Marling 

141 Tel. 
ConBdential 

15, i 

Zil-es-Sultan. Refers to Nc. 280. No truth 
in Russian suspicions tliat lio is unconrag- 
ing the Zil IIn.s adhered strictly to 
polky laid down in No. 461, Part XII. 
Kus.sian legation has strongly and nlniusc 
openly supported Shah 

207 

283 

To Mr. O’Beinie 

IC: Tel 

15, 

Zil-cs-Suitan. Refers to No. 280. Approves 
language. Our attitude must bo the same 
as in Ik'cember. To jxiint out to Minister 
for Foreign Affairs that third parties must 
wish to divide England and Russia 

208 

286 

To Count do Salis ., 

160 

15. 

Royal visit to Reval- Conversation witli 
(lurnian AmbnsMador .as to wliat iwssed .. 

208 

287 


161 

15, 

Situation in Tehran. Hcimrte conversation 
with Count Metternicli ,, 

209 

288 

To Mr. O'Beirno 

161 

1 

15, 

Security of advances uf Imperial Bank ami 
Bi.aquo dcH Pret.s. Refers to No. 209. 
Transmits No. 215 for cotumunication of 
substance to Minister for Foraign Affaire.. 

209 

289 

India OHScc 


16, 

Sheikh of .Mohammerah and Bakhtiari Khans. 
Refers to No. 197. Transmits telegram 
of the 12th June to Viceroy asking \uuws 

as to temw of assurance ,, ,. 

209 

290 

sir. O’Beinio 

97 'i'el. 

16. 

Tnreo-Persian frontier. Rep<»rls conversa¬ 
tion with MiniAier for Foreign .\ffnirs, 
wlio attributes entire responsibility for 
serious situation at Ui umia to Turks ,. 

210 

291 

Mr. Marling 

1 

142 Tel. 
Very Conf. 

16, 

.Situation in Tehran. Refers to No. 278. 
M. de Ilarlwig fears murder of Shah and 
intrigues ij tho Zil, who may turn to 
Gernmny. lie is evidently anxious to 
maintuiii Shah at ull i.-osts 

i 

210 

292 


j 143 Tel 

16, 

1 

Turoo-Persinn frontier. Refers to No. 282. 
ItuKrian Cuimul reimris similarly. Kner- 
gotic steps must be taken at ConiUntinopio 
if iiitiu.sion of a third Power is to Im 
prevonled .. 

211 

293 

To Mr. O'Betrne 

163 Tel 

16. 

TuroivIVrhian frontier. Refers to No. 292. 
Toatceriain M. Isvolsky's views 

211 

294 

To Mr. Marling 

99 

1C, 

French negolialions at Tehran. Refer.H to 
No. 25.’>. im|uires if foundation of a | 
similar English scluml would Im feusiblo 
fuid advnntagt'ous .. , 1 

211 

29.3 

.Mr. G. Barclay ,, 

143 Tol 

16, 

Tori'n-Pcrsun fnilitu'r. I!,.'f(,rK to Nd. 3D3. 
Kfijorta convorsoliims witli I>(ji>,mii col-' 
Icnguoaml Miiilutor for Foreign AITnir.. .. 

211 

296 

Mr. O'lteirne 

i 

98 Tol 

17, 

Constitutional crisis. Refers te No- 275. 
M. Isvolsky will instruct M. de Ilanwig 
to lake similar course to that of Dectmiber 
w complains of 

Mr. ifarling’s “ detached attitude " 

212 
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H iTe!. Juuo ]7, 1908 Kussian Military Attacluj in SeisteJi. Kefere 
to No. 22J, Part XIII. Vice*<k)nsoi at 
TiirlnNi'Haidnri. UoporU appointment of 212 

14.' Tel. 17, i^olitical aituatioii. Kofors to No. 291. 

Attitude of Zil-«a*SuItan. Gloomy view 
of Mitibter for Foreign Affttirn. Moderate 
tone of .VKsembly .. .. .. 212 


To Mr. O’lkjime Private I 17, 

Tc!ograi>hic 


164 Tel. ' 17, 


30l Me!4.sr.i. Kltiiiger iind 


J302 Mr. G. Ilarclny .. 144 Tel. 


302*Mr. (/IWritf .. iTelegrophic 18, 


General situation. To aasura Minister fur 
Foreign Affairs we will ueitlier encourage 
the Zil nor attempt to upset the Slinii. 
Sole object to avoid interference 

Turco'Perwian frontier, llefors to No. 290. 
\Vu cuuDut tuke initiative, uot being 
directly affected, but will support Russia 
at the I’orte .. .. 

Red O.vidu Concession at Hormu/.. Refers to 
No. 109. Informs tliat they may continue 
working tlirougb Mu.'iSis.Strick, but hope's 
this will timke no difference os to supjMrt 
of His Majesty's Govornineiit) and asks 
tliatTehnin limy be informed .. 

Turoo-Peraiaii frontier. Transmits tolegrain 
(No. 95 of 9l)i June) from Urumia re- 
bpectiug interview of Russian colleague 
with PcTsiun Commisaiouer .. 

Crisis in Tehran and AnglO'Uussiau rcia* 
lions. Refers to No. 299. M. Isvolsky 
most un.xi<‘us to urvservo harmony, but ap< 
prfhi.‘n>ivi> lest Ait should lie brought to 


;jny Mr. G. Rarcliy .. ll.'iTel. 18, 


I’urco-lVrriau frontier. Transmits telegram 
(No. 98 of l.'ith June) from I'rumia re- 
jKirlitig interview with Tuhtr i’usha 
ivs{Nictitig suppression of Kurdisti out* 


MCTel. 19, 


JO.! I Mr. .Marling ... 116 Tel. 19, 

Veiy Coiif. 


906 ^ To .Melitli Klmii ..! 19, 


j Mr. Marling .. 147 Tel. 


;io.s I To Mr. O'llcinie .. 172Tel. 2li, 


9ii9 M. Isvolsky to Count TulegrnpliLc 19, 
Reni'keudnrff (cum- 
municnlisIbyCuunt 
lU'iickenduriT, June 
21 ) 


Turco-Persian froulier. TriiiiHiuita telegram 
(No. 97 of I.'ilh Jutie) from .Mr. Wratislaw. 
Tahir forced to nilmit Kurdisli raids liave 
taken plu(!u, but denies Turkish complicity. 
Silmitioii grave again in tlie north 

Joint wurniiig to Zil>es«Sultaii. Nos. 283 
and 2tnl only just received. Apprehen¬ 
sions as to results of .. 

Persuiu frontier dUpiileawilh (1) Russia and 
(2) Turkey. Refers to No. 265. 
(I) Glad 10 hear Russian demands are 
uoii'ptwl. Thinks sjx'cuil MUsion to Con* 
Ntnnliuu|ile botit course as regards (2) .. 

Political situation. Refers to Nu 909. Sluili 
unlikely to give satisfactory reply os to 
ndhereiice to CnnstiOiluin. Supixirt for 
Purlidiuent from Tabieer. and Ispalian. Thu 
Hnjumensand liQ/.anrH.. 

.Vnitlo-RiKdau action ut Tehran. Refers to 
Nos. 290 ntul 290. Ready to give wnrning 
to Ztl*es*Snlljni and also to Shah. Silence 
may lie interpreted Ixith ns favouring t|ie 
Zil and also ns hostility to Constitution .. 

'IMrco-Persiuti frontier. Comments on in- 
formntiuu from M. de Ilartwig and views 
of .Mr. Marling and .Mr. O’Heime. Urges 
pressure on the Porte, who ore undoubtedly 
implic.t(ed in Kurds' activity 


TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


311 , Mr. G. Barclay 


814 51r. G. Barclay 


99Tol. 22, 


317 I To Sir. 0. Barclay ,, 102 Tel, 22, 


318 I To Sir. O’Belrne 


319 ; „ „ 


321 To Mr. Marliug 


148 Tol. June 21, 1908 Joint representation to Shah. Refers to 

No. 3(1^.^ Suggests it should not appear | 
to bo joint support. Russian Minister's 
attitude towaros ,, .. 217 

3*10 14, Turco-Peraian frontier. Transmits note 

from Perrian colleague asking to he 
furatshod w'ith copies of notes excliangcd 
ill 1847 and 1848 which are not in 
Embassy archives .. ,, .. 217 

^70 16, British apd Russbu attitude in Persian 

crisis. Refers to No. 275. Reports in 
detail on conversations with Minuter for 
Foreign Affairs, especially as regards 
ZU-es-Sultaii T. * 218 

17, Attitude of Uis Majesty's Uovorntueut to 

Zil-es-Sullaii. Refers to Nos. 312 and 
285. Re|x>rts further conversatiou with 
Minister for Foreign ABairs, who com¬ 
munis on difference in attitude of Mr. 
Marling and Al. de Uartwig. lustructlons 
subaiituvl to Uio Tsar.. .. ., 218 

150 Tcl 22, Turoo-Persian frontier. Transmits telegram 

(No. 40 of I 8 U 1 June) from Dnimio. States 
which Kurds were responsible for raiding 
Ardishat, &c. Details of raid on post of 
Urumia connived at if not instigated by 
Turks .. .. ,, 219 

99 Tol. 22, JoinlryiKesentationstothe Shah and the Zil. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs concurs in 
proposals iu No. 308, aud will consider 

suggestion in No. 810 ,, .. 220 

149 ToL 22, Kussiuu Aludster's audience of Shah. Refers 

to No. 310. Describes. Question of joint 
wariiiug to Zil. Reactionary Mhiistiy* 
probable .. .. ..220 

102 Tel. 22, Turco-Porsiau frontier. Informs of sub- 

stanco of No. .909. To Bnpjiort Russian 
repnisontatious to Porte euorgetically .. 220 

175 Tel. 22, Turco-Persinn frontier dispute, Settlumont 

by Kusso-British joint action at Constanti¬ 
nople would bo best means of siipjiorting 
•Shuh. IiiHtnictions sent Concurs in 
views in No. 3IU .. ,, 221 

*74 22, Turco-i’erHwn frontier. IIn« told Count 

Benckendorfr wo cannot take initiative, 
but will cordially supjKirt Russia; and 
informed him of mslruclioiis to Coiistauti* 
nupio (sou No. 317) .. .. ..221 

*75 22, Attitudu of England and Russia to Zil*es- 

Sultnu. Informs of conversation with 
Count Beui'kendorfT. Question of succes¬ 
sion, Danger of rousing unli-fureign 

•• .. .. ..221 

*^2 22, Stoiim*slii|) “ Shushan." Refers to No. 2 (7, 

Approve action. Uniiecussary to take 
further steps at present .. ., 222 

108^ 22, Allittiicu between SlieikJi of Alobaiumerali 

uufideuual mid Bakhliari Kliaiis. Refers to Nm 252. 

Concurs in view lliat arrangement should 
be viewed witli favour. To approve .Mr. 
McDouall's language .. ,, 222 


175 Tel. 22. 
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104 June 22, 1908 Russo*Por»ion and Tu^-Persian frontier * 
questiuna. Mehdi Khan hopes the latter j 
might bo discussed at Ruval, but waa in- 
formed joint Atiglo-Kttssian representations 
at the Porto cannot be mado unless the 
■ Comuiisalon fails 1, .. 223 

I 

151 Tel. 23, Turw-Peraian frontier. Transmits telegram | 

(No. 89 of 17th June)from Urumia. Kur¬ 
dish outrages coiitinuo. Turkish flying [ 
column to go through southern district. 
InefTeciivo endeavour of Persian Cominis- 
sioMor to extract stntemont of clairaa from 
Tahir ,, .. ,,! 223 

152 Tol. 23, Turcr>.Persiai> frontier. Has suptwrted Rus¬ 

sian repreK*ntati«>iUH at Porb* (see No. SOOj. | 
Grand Vizier promises that trooiks will be 
withdrawn and Kurds restrained as far uh 
iwssiblo ., .. ,. ,. 223 

150 Tel. 28, Fighting at mosque adjoining .\ssombly. 

DcsiTibcs hegitining of. Still prococtling 224 

151 Tel. 23, Bombardment of AHsenibly. Itcfora to No. 

826. iK'seribos. Arrests, state of siege 
Moclaimed, looting, Briti.s]i and Russian 
BragomatiK sent to Shah, instructions to 
Major .Stokes rc»|)cctmg hast .. .. 224 

177 Tol. 23, Joint representations at 'I'ehron. To inform 

.Minister for Foreign Affairs of concur- 
jvneo as to publication of comminncation.H 
in Name way as last ChriKtman, and oxpivss 
satisfaetHm .. .. .. ..224 

121 Tol. 28. Joint representations. Refers (o Nw. 31.5 

and JkjH. To act in concert witii Russian 
colleague .. .. .. ,.224 

• • 28, ProiHistsl substitution of K«»weit for Burthiro 

as Government cojil dop»»t. ’rransmils 
•■nrre.qKmdfiice with Goverument of liuliu 
resjKHUng .. .. ,.225 

1.52 Tel. 24, Situation in Tehran. Refers to Nt>. 327. 

(hders is.'iijed f«)r protection of telegraph-s 
and Itiiiwrinl Hank. Refugees at Legation. 

Arrest of prominent Constitutionalists .. 232 

153 Tel. 24, Refugees at Legation. Incre.asing despite 

.Major .Stoke.s' efforts. .Minister of Finance 
lias apjilied for protection t/i Italian 
.Minister .. .. ,. .. 232 

123 Tol. 24, Tiirco-Persian frontier. Refers to No. 324. 

To urge that Persian <‘ominis.s|onor should 
put his pnqiosal forwaid .. 232 

•• 24, Red Oxlih' (?om>'>e<ion i»n Hormuz Island. 

Refers to N-i. L83. Transmits No. 301. 
lTo|sweg to answer that His >rajesty’a 
U'gntiiinwill still supiHirt .Messi-s. HItinger 
so long as enterprise n»mairw British ' ..' 232 

• • 24. Oxide tVwxJssion on .<irr} Island. Refers to 

; N«». 277. RiTotumeinls adhering to course 

I miggesU'd in No, 230, and auggc.sU in- 

j striKiioini to Mr. Marling .. .. 233 

•• I 24, Russian .Military Vitni’ln'In JN*Istan. Refers 

to No. 2‘.»7. Frieiitui ix'rtain to result i 
from app»ilntrnent. Case N „„t iwrallel' 

; with nins in Mi'shisl .. ,, 233 
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837 IiL.iii Office ., .. Juno 25, 1908 Russian Military Attachd in SeUtan. Trans- 

I mlts telegram to Viceroy askitig xiows tw 

to withdrawal of our Attache from Meshed 
to Seistan ,. ,, ,, ,. 2.84 

•W Mr. O'Boirno 102 Tel. 25, BasUs et BritUh Legation. M. Isvolsky 

deplores their admittance. Has explained 
I ourpositioii .. 284 

839 Mr. Marling .. I 154 Tel. 25, Fighting in Tehran. Refers to No. 832. 

j Gives further details. Looting and arrests. 

Fifty rofugoea in Legation. Complete 
mastery of Shah. Fighting at Tnbreez .. 234 

84t» .... .. 155 Tel. 25 Refugees at Legation. Refers to No. 339. 

Roiiorta interview with Secretaw of 
Ministry of Foreign ACfairs, Vi«t to 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, aud tho 
Shah’s explanation of measures taken. 
Russian Mmiater much annoyed. Anger 
of Popular party ., ,, ,. 235 

.. 136 lei. 25, Close investment of Legation. Reports. 

I Is protesting .. .. ..j 236 


343 To Mr. O’Beinie 


341 To Mr. Marling 


124 Tel. 25, 


157 Tel. 20, 


15H To!. I 20, 


3fi(j I Mr. (L Barclay 


I Insults to British Legation in Tehran. To 
communicate substanoo of Nos. 339, 340, 
and 341 to Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
to impress on him need of rouaratiou. and 
ask for support to .Mr. Marling from 
M. do Ilartwig ,, ,, 

Situation at Tehran, Approves action and 
languago reported in Nos, 339 and 841. 
Instructs as to refugeei*. To demand 
instaiiL withdrawal of troo|)s round Lega- 
' tioii. failing which port in Gulf will bo 
Stii/lHl 

I Hr. Ismail’s family. Transmits his roiiucst I 
for protection of Legation In Tehran tor.. 

I 

Insult to His Mujesiy’s Ugatioii. Kefere to 
No. 343. .M. Isvolsky will telegraph to 
M. do IlartwIg to support .5fr. .Marling’s 
reque.st for withdrawal of tnmps. Ho 
0X|>0ct.s Shah to issue Proclamation fixing 
date of olectioiis 

I Political situation. Refugees at French, 
Italian, and British liOgations. Town I 
I quiet, but apprehensive. Colonel Liu- 

i fchoff’s^^wwers. Pmclumbtiun dissolving 

Zil-cs-Bultaii. IteFers to No. 347. Has 
applied for as.sislance and proU>cliun. His 
connection with agitation against Slinh. ' 
j Asks for instriietions ., 

Consular representation at Uushlre. Refers 
I to No. 270. Suggests intimation would 
Is* lietter iltun rci)ues( to Ja]>unesu oud 
, •^wi'dish Governments.. 

Turco-Persliui frontier. Refers to No. 325. 
(lives instructions to Tahir recoinmendeil 
by Council of 51iniHters. Poraian Amhmj- 
sador’s audience of the SulUn. He 
threatened to leave unless Turks (tmk 
steps ,, 
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I5y Tol. Juiw 27, 1908 Rcfugecti at I^egation. Rofere to No. 344. 

Gives mesaago from Shah stating con* 
ditioQS of amnesty, &c. Martial law 

g roclaimed in all towns. Proclamation 
y ItuMitan Colonel practically amounts to 
Rmuiian intorvenlion .. .. 


160 Tel. 27, 


161 Tcl. 27, 


1 162 Tel. 27, 

' Very (.’onf. 


Shah's Proclamation. Hefois to No. 331. 
Uas given vmw.s on to ilinlster for Foreign 
AfToirs. His answer. Popular appre* 
heiwions not nll.iycd .. 

Patrols round Legation. Refers to No. 311. 
Minister for Foreign Affairs promises 
apology in writing. Conversation os to 
who gave the order ., .. .. 

Kiissian ConsuNGenerol in Tohnin. lUixirts 
ap|»ointnient of M. Passct^ Cnfortunate 
inllnenco exercised by him on M. de 
llanwjg 

I Zibes-Sultan. Refers to No. 318. To inform 
I Minister for Foreign Affairs of his appeal, 
.isk for Russian co-operation, and inquire 
j wliat action can lx* taken. To observe 
that his absence si'oms Ixxit means of 
avoiding complications 

General situation. Infonns of statement 
in lIuuRU of Commons on 25th June. 
Pro|s)ses t*) follow precedent lust 
ClinHtmn.s as to joint representations 


28. I Turco-Persian frontier. .Minister for Foreign 
I .\ffnirK he.irs I'erala has asked for Gernmn 
intervention, and urgw imixirtaiico of let* 
I ting nrssult.s of our joint represontalioim 
' at ConstuniinojjJe bo kno\vn at once at 
1 Tehran 

2K, j Patrols n>und Logatiaii, l!e|K)rts nuiiibers 
that morning. Has carried out instruc* 
I lions in No. 3M. Hushire most .siiitablo 
j)>*rl, bill 'cizure might lead to bast in 
' Urge number.s at 1.1‘gntion .. ,, 

2(1, j Ceiieml siluKlion. Transmits onicial commu* 
j nicution in " OfllcinI Messenger ” of 26th 


. Conlldenllal 29, .Situation at Tehmu. Transmits telegram 

to (^unmamler • in - chief, Rist Indies, 
l«» In* preiwrod to occupy (Jnlf iwt if 
onlen?d 

j Charges against and insult?- to I.»*gntion. 
Rejsirta in det.*!!!. Conversation with 

Russian Minister. Five more Imstis 

arrived. Orders given to admit no more 
imle*« in visible lianger ,, ., 

165 Tel. os, Patr<»ls round l.<*gatloti. Refers to Nu 362. 

\ery(.*inf. Amount |>me(ieal|y t»> siege. Colonel 

l.iakhoff resnonsibh*. M. L»vomle lakes 
our side, and has telegmjdiod to his Go* 
veniment. lb*asoiiah1e discuHsion with 
j .M. lie llariwlg almost imfKMsiblo 
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jitiiation ftt Tehran. Apprccixitos diflicultv 
of situation. In ready for nctioc in Golf, 
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Situatjori m Tehran. Transmits teloCTaia 
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Kussiati Minister and Colonel I 
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tion to .M. Piclion, and to ask for French 

support at St. Petersburgh 

Turco.Pursian frontier. Mr. Wratlslaw re¬ 
ports on 23rd instant improvemeDt in 
situation 

Withdrawal of troops round L-ogatiou. 
Uefers to N«». 370, M. do Hartwig has 
supjroried .Mr, .Mitrling's request udiciaily 
y^'^ pnvately. All Cossacks now with- 

.loiiit rammujiration to Slialj. liefere to 
•Nn. .{.to. M. de Ilartwig instructed to 
couceri with .Mr. Marling us to tmbliai- 
tion of .. .. ^ ^ 

Iroujw niiind U'gution. UnsailKfactory reply 
n*fciyeil. not proiroso to ask for 
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No. 1®. 


Sir Edward Grty to Marlinn. 

(No. 70.) ■' 

(Tolp^rapliic.) 1*. for< 

LEASE of land at Mohammcrali. 


Foreign Office, April 1,1908. 


Pleaso rofor to your despatch No. 18, Commercial, of 21st December, 1907. 
yo>'instruct Ilis Majesty’s Consul to furnish a i>lan of land which has been 
leased, lie shmdd also report whetlier Messrs. Wtincikhaiis were ^;ivou option to renew 
the lease, and whether any further land is available on the river bank. 


Printed for the use of the Foreign Office. Mg 1908. 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Con’espondeuce respecting the Affairs of Persia. 


Paet XIV. 


[11018] No. 1. 

Sir Edward Greg to Mr. Marling. 

(No. on.) 

(Tcleeniidiic.) P. Foreign Office, April 1, 1908. 

I’EliSlAN Minister in London. With reference to your telegram No. 81 of the 
."1st ultinio. 

'I'here docs not as yet app(!ar to mo to Ite any reason why we should withdraw 
mir acceptance of Ehteshain-e.s-vSultanc'h. 

Is his d(!parture imminent ? 


L1119-7 ! No. 2. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(.Kecelced April 2.) 

Sir. India O/lice, April I, 1908. 

IN re|)lv to your letter of the 2.')th ultimo, I am direeteil to say that Mr. Secretary 
Morley eoiieurs in the instruetious which the Secretary of Stale for I'briuKu AlVairs 
prnpos<‘ to send to His Majesty's Amhassador at St. Petershur;,'h as to the steps to he 
taken jointly with the Russian (lovernmont to frustrate any action by the (Jernian 
(iovernment with a view to a loan to the Persian Ciovernmont and tho cstahlishmcnl of 
a (lerman hank at Tehran. 

1 am, &e. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


[11256] No. .3. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(lieceiced April 2.) 

, India Office^ April 1, 1908. 

IX roply to ymir letter, dated the 2fjth March lawl, oh to the exrhaii/;'e of tho 
.Mt'tilird-S'istaii and llu: Khaf-Nasratahad telegraph lines, I am directed to say that 
Mr. .Sfi relary Morley agree.s in the view of the Secretary of State for Foreign AlTairti 
lluit the ilthcussion of the details of the transfer at Si. Polershnrgli need not delay tlie 
step.-- to In* taken at Tehran hy the lliissiau and British Uepresentalives to ohtuiii the 
cousctii td the Fersiun Cloyerninenl to tho oxchunge ; and ihat the tpiestion of tlie 
transfer to Unssia of the British rights over the Tehraii-Khanikiii line need not be 
raised imuicdiately. 

As regards the question of the ^•ignallerfl al tho tenninal stations of the two lines, 
Mr. Morley is of opinion that it will l>e lieat to attempt to olitaln the consent of the 
IU)80| M 
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Russian Government to the retention of British sippallere at 
even if that should involve the retention of a Russian signaller at ^asratabad. 
Government presumably tviU claim to retain signallers at the intermediate sbitions 
S^J^tL none of the other. Copy of a note, by the pireetor-m-chief of the 

Indo-European Telegraph Department on the subject 10 inclosed. 

As regards the settlement of the financial details of the Uansfer of the two lines, and 
with reference to your letter of the Slst ultimo, I am to inclose copy of a minute by the 
DirX-in^lld oi^Ir. MarUng's telegram No. 82 of the 2Gth March. There appears 
to be some micerlainty as to the exact facts of the liahi itics of the Persian Goverament 
in respect of the Meshed-Seistau line. But, as indicted by Mr. 

in clearing up the doubtful points can be given either here or by the Got ernmeut of 
liiilia. Mr. Morley would suggest that this should be pointed out to Mr. .Marlinm 
and that he should he instructed to procure locally all the available information .md 
submit it in a tabulated form. Until this is done it does not seem possible for any 
definite views to be formed on the deUiils of the transfer in its finaiuual aspect. 

I am, ac. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Iiiclosuro in No. 3. 

Memoranda by Mr. Kirk. 

( 1 .) 

THE Governmeni of India in their dcapatch No. 16, dated the ICth January 
last, wrote that both Great Britain aii.l Russia would rePiin their own signallers at 
Tehran and Mesla-d as at jircsent, but with this arrangwncuit it would lie dillicnlt to 
claim that Russian signallers shoiihl be removed from the terminal stations of tbo 
Khaf .'leistan line, although Russia cannot jnstiliably claim to retain any signallers at 
intermediate stations. There would therefore be Russian signallers a Nas-ratabad and 
Khaf to telegraph over the llritish section, and lirilish signallers at Kliaf, Meshetl, and 
'rehran to telegraph over the Russian section. The Iloveriiiiieni of India show in their 
despatch that they want British sigiialler.s to work over the lehraii .Me.shed line even 
though it entails the Russians keeiuug signallers at Nasratabad and Khaf to work 
over that section. But if Sir A. Nicolson can obtain the removal of the Russian 
signaller at Nasratabad so much the better. British signal era would also work 
belwt^on Kluif :iin! Meshud over the Rusbiuu Hcctiou, seeing that they woula be sUitionoa 
at both these places. (Signed) H. A. IQRK. 

Mnrch 27, 1!K)8. _ 


(2.) 

[Mr. Marliiig's telegram No. 82, dated March 26, 1608.] 

IN Sir A. Nicolson's letter No. 187, dated the 21sl September, 1007, he wrote to 
the Foreign Gllice that M. ksvolsky had reported that the Persian (loverimient had 
tiicitlv eonsenicd to the Russian .Administratioii imdertakiiig the upkeep of the 
Mc.slicd -Scislati line, and in inclosure No. 2 of that letter the stall cmpleyeil and the 
cost of repairs are shown. The annual re|utirs are said to have cost from liOOl. to 

I.IKHI/., and tiic vearlv pav of the native line staff to be 6.671. 

.Mr. Marlings information is that cost of telcgiaph and hue establishment is 
2,102 rujices per iiiensein, wliieh is eijiiivalent U> 1,080/. a-yeiir. By telegraph it is 
presumed he means the repairs of the telegraph line. , 

The iiiformalioii given by the Persian lUreetor at Meshed that ho pays the rent 
of offices and the wages of Persian signallers, anil that the Russians pay all other 
charges seems likely to be right, but the correctness of these deUiils can only be toniid 
out locally, uud no assiManco can well be expected from this side in tho matter. 1 he 
payments by the (lovernors of Seistati and Kain may have been made for tho 
construction of the line, and not for its maintenance. If no such payments ever were 
made by these ollieials, it is curious that reports should have got about to the eomrary. 

(Pigneit) II. A. KIRK. 

Marrh 27, lOOS. 
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[ 11212 ] 

Treasury to Foreign Office.—{Received April 2.) 

Treasury Chambers^ April 1, 

r H WE laid before the Lords Commissioners of Ilis .Majesty’s rrea.suiy 
Mr Mallet’s letter of the 2nd ultimo, and its inclosed correspondence, with reference to 
the proposed acquisition by the Indo-European Iclegraph Department of the cotiliol of 
the telegraph line from Borasjun to Mohammerah. , • i 

In reph', I am to say that, after carefully considering the mrciimstances explained 
bv Secretary Sir E. Grey, my I>ords cannot find any sufficient justification for 
expenditure^om Imperial funds in connection with this project, and they regret, 
liierefore, to be unable to sanction the proposal that tho Imperial Goyeriiment should 
share in the cost. j 

(Signed) G. JI. MURRAY. 


[11026] 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A, Nicolson. 

(TciegnMihto ) !’■ 

SUBVENTION to German School in 'I’ehrau. 

With reference to telegrams Nos. 85 and 80 of the 3lst March froin I 
r reenjest that you will proi>ose to the Russian Minister for I'orcign Aljairs Uiat 
instructions shouhf bo sent to tho Representatives of tho two Powers at 
inform the Persian Government in concert that they ought to have cousiilted the 
Rii-danand British Governments previously, before securing the sulivcnlion on tlic 
, 110101110 . Although the two Powers have no desire to prevent a subvention being 
•given by the Persian Government to the German SchiHil if the means are avadaldc, 
they htivc a prior lien cm the customs, and if the revenuo thereof is further pledgci 
without the assent of the two Governmonis and of M. Bizot, the former will be oldigcd 
to ttike joint inea.surcs in order to jirevent their interest from rccetvtiig injiiij. 


[11197] 

Sir Edward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(Tcdegriiphic.) P. I'’‘’r«'?'‘ f#". >308. 

LOANS in Persiti. 

With reference to your telegram No. .66 of the 23rd March. 

1 request that you will inform .M. Isvolsky that His Majesty s Government agree 
to his proposal that joint action should bo taken in order to forestall jiossible activity 
on the I>arl of Germany. You should suggest to his Excellency that instructions 
should be sent by the British and Russian Goverumeuts to their Ropresentalives at 
Paris to request'the French Government to send inslriiclinns to their Legation at 
'I’ehran to convey the necessary recommeinhil ion to tho Financial Adviser to the Persian 
(iilvermnunt. 


[10052] No. 7. 

Sir Edward Oret/ to Mr. Marliatj, 

I No. 73.) 

tTclegra|)hic.) P. Foreiijn Office, Api U 2, lOO.-i. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 29 of the 31sl Janiinry. 

Uapturo of Dayir pirates. 
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I rofiuest tliiit you will infunu tlie Peraiiin (loverniiioiit of our appreciation of the 
Khan of limuler Hig’s nervicea in connection with the alx>ve. 

When you liave done so, llis Majdsty's Consul-General at liushire should he 
informed, so that ho may let the Khan know of the action taken. 


[113191 No. S. 

India Office lo Foreign Office.-—(Recciced April 3.) 

TllK Ciuler-.Seeretary of State for India pre.sents his compliments to the Under- 
Sicreljtrv of State for Koreign .Vll'airs, ami, hy direction of Mr. Secretary Morley, 
tonvards hcrcttith, for the information of the Secretary of Stale, copy of inclosures in a 
letter from the foreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 6th March 
relative to the lease td' ground for a corn wharf to Messrs. Wdnekhaus and Co at, 
Mohamiucrah. 

iiuli'i (ij/icf, Aprii '2t inos. 


inrlosurr I in Xo. S. 

Mtijoi' (Um-tnmrut of India. 

' iluii/thr, /'Wn'imn/0, 190S. 

I llAVIC tlu; Inmoiir lo np!) to K<nviiin Dfjmrlmeiit Ii-Ucr,iluUd the tth January, 
’itOK, on lln- Milijoft ol tin,' U‘«!5C oi* ^^roiiinl for a ('orn wharf by ,M. Wunckhaus at 
.MfihaminoNiii. , 

l:.'hideii «7 diary rnlry Ni».of tinoted in tlic Government of Imlias 

Her (illiier icitly, mus fulhnuul iiy entry No. t’-iOil in tiio diary iiu' llio cii.suing week, 
'i’hu tiaiisaelion presented iiM*if to me as a /ait iirvanijdi, and I did not allude to it 
daiim: iny snli.H-fjueiii inti rview with the Sheikh of Mohammerah, rc^nrdiu^^ other 
iii”ent topie>, at which llaji Uuis wa.s a.^ usual ]»rescnt and, iiulecMl, helpful. 

! no\ have the lionour lo allneli, for the inforiuatiou of Oovernment, eopiob of 
iwti eniiimnidejiti.in--* riM'eivtid hy me iVoiii His Majesly a Consul, Moliuininerah, in reply 
lo u ie(jue''l lo he supplied with all delaihs olitaiuahle. 

;h 'I'lie huhjeel ol ihe Cerman firm’s interest in the Kamu wheat trade was 
diheusM'd np to a eeitain point in the eomprehensive ConfuleiiUal Ueporl on German 
eoimnereial aeli^ili lorwjitded with my lelleV dated llie 'Jill* November, HJOt, lo whieli 
I liey relereliee. 

Since Sepleiiiber the followin^j .sliipmenta have been reoordeil:— 


Mi;n»..>hip •• liiiliciti," ()<aoU.i 1) 

M«‘iiii*!»ltip ** ilfUtlHT III .. .. 

l>fceJul»T to .. .. 

Sif.otokliip " SU'ifiit,*’ J.oiiiiiiy 'JO .. 

Toul 

• \Uo 180 for l.iutrali 

•I. 'I’lie dillicuily at Motiammerah i.s the fact that the Sheikh’s astute factotum, 
llaji Kai>, now eoniieeted with him hy marria;^e, who exercises ^reat iiitluoncc over 
ins master, is also njieni for the Ciernmii line and also hanker to the Muluimmera i 
Customs. 

In the latter capaeity he alwav-» has at his disposal a quantity of ready cash which 
he is in a position lo iilihxc at any moment, if »*pporlunity arises, for the purchase o[ 
jiiiiin for Messrs. Wonckliaus. 


Hugs 
uf Graiu. 


1,150 
..I 1,5.S8 

.. m 

250* 
,.' 3.286 


Further, by employing him as a mediary it is believed that the German 6rm are 
able bubitiially' to under-ilcclare their export consignments, the fact heing that Haji 
Rais ships the grain in hulk and declares it at whatever weight he pleases. This 
gives Haji Rais’ patrons a considcrahle pull over other traders, and enables the former 
to pay higher prices than the latter can afford to do. 

1 do not sec what more we can do than to stimulate Messrs. Lynch, or failing 
llieni other traders, to lay thciiisclvea out to reduce the German operations hy lively 
competition, which Government may be able to assist hy exerting influence in other ways 
on tlie Sheikh and Haji Rais. 

A report which I hope to submit to Government at an early dale regartimg the 
Sheikh of Mohammerali’s affairs generally may possibly suggest an opening for action 
in that direction. 

Inclosure 2 in No. 8 
Consul ilcDouttli lo Major Cox. 

(Coiifidenlial.) Mohammcrali, Janaarg 25, 1908. 

YOUlis of the 2l8t. Having been away with the “ Lawrenee " party surveying 
the .Marcd-Qiiliban Line, 1 cannot obtain particulars for this post about Wonckliaus' 
lease up to date ; hut give you herewith all I know. 

The lease was to ho written in English, and witnessed hy the German Consul at 
Biishirc. All that remained was for this to be done; but so far I have not heard that 
Wiinckhaus’ agent has handed over the signed lease. The rent is nhoul 1,000 tomans 
n-vear; but riiavo not the exact ligtiie. Lease is for eight years. Laud is to be 
40 metres along river and 100 metres deep ; hut a right of way 2 metres wide must be 
acknowledged along hank of river. At end of eight years if the Snrdar Arfa requires 
the land ftr building he resumes possession; if he wishes to release it for purposes such 
ns Woiickhaus’, Wiinckhaus have right to release it at highest rent offered hy others. 
If he resumes possession, any buildings which Wonckliaus may make of mud, brick, or 
stone becomes the property of the landlord j hut they have the right to take away 
iron, such as corriignted-iron roofs, &c. They have the right to build subject to above. 

Details were arranged by Haji Rais, hut the Sardar refused to hear of a longer 
lease. 

I think he is too far committed to withdraw from it now. 

Wiiiicltliniis has been purcha.sing barley and wheal, chiefly former, and, except r.l 
lirst. through Haji Rais. More than half was 1 tliink from the small ports and less 
than half trom Karun; they still have some on hand but only a small quantity. 
Forty tons was shut out hy the “Sicilin.” Total value grain exported to Gerumny 
for liinc months is 970,050 krans, or about 19,5001. 


liiclosuro 3 in No. 8. 

Consul McDouall to Major Cox, 

(CoiiUdcntial.) Mohammerah, February 1, 1908. 

IN continuation of my demi-official of the 26th January, 1 have now got full 
particulars and give following corrections and additions reprding the piece of land 
leased to the German firm of Wiinckhaus, obtained from Haji Rais. 

Ground is 50 metres on river and 70 deep, and not 40 X 100 ns given. 

Kent, 10,000 krans per annum. 

Doeument accepting terms has boon signed by firm ami wilno-tsed hy German 
Consul at Bushirc. 

Lease Is to be given when ground is ready. The Sarlar Arfa is to surround ground 
nitli a mud wall, and build four sheds, one in each corner. This is hoiiig done, and as 
soon as completed will be handed to firm with the formal lease embodying the terms 
agreed on already given in my last. 

The rent appears a very nigh one. 


[1580] C 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 8. 

Government of India to Major Cox. 

(Confidential.) Port f^'iUiam, Januaii/ t, 190S. 

WII H reference to my paraprupli No. 2359 of the Persian Gulf diary for the week 
ending the 17th Novemhor, 1907, regarding the leasing of a jiart of the new corn wharf at 
Mohammeruh to Mcasrs. 'Wiinckhaus and Co,, 1 am directed to request that you will 
kindly ascertain through His Majesty’s Consul at Mohammerah the extent of 
M. \V(inckhau.s’ interest in the Karun wheat trade. I am also to ask whether during 
your recent visit to Mohammerah you were able to learn the circumstances of the 
grant of the corn wharf to Messrs, Wiinckhaus and Co, 

We shall he glad to receive from time to time any information you may obtain 
ns to the oporuiions of this firm. 


[11411] No. 9. 

Sir A. Nicoimn to Sir Edward Grey.—(Heceived April 3.) 

(No. 60.) 

(Telegraphic.) P jjt. Petersburgh, April 3, 190,8. 

OKRMAN scbiKil at Tehran. 

Your telegram No, S3 of the 20tli ultimo. 

Miav(. received a Memorandniu this morning from Minister for Foreign Affairs to 
the effect that, the Assembly having opposed the grant of a subsidy, the ftpsident of 
the ( liamber had anmmneed that the Shah would pay the money from his privy imr.se. 
In these eireiinistaiiccs .\f. Isvolsky thinks that it would bo superflnons for the two 
( loverninents to enter a protest. On the other hainl, ho tamsiders that, if it shoitlil bo 
decided lii re.aftitr to jiledge the enstom.s revonnos for the above purpose, the lien which 
we liold on those revenues would ehtarly jnatifv ns in protesting against sneli a 
monsnre. ° “ 

lief'.re I ael on yoiir lelegratn No. 91 of the 2nd instant, I sbouhl be glad if volt 
could inlorm me whether the tnlentioti of the Shah to pav the sub.sidv out of his privy 
purse ts corroelly roporled, as it does not onile eoineido with the information supplied 
by .Mr. .Marling m hts telegram No. 70 of the 13th ultimo. 


1114121 No. 19. 

^ ‘'ff- Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 3.) 

f r. •• T,./,r«a,vlpr,7 3,190S. 

11 U( O.rhlcSl.VN rrontuT Commission. 

Please refer to telegram No. 25, dated the 2Stb ultimo, from .Mr. M'ratislaw. 

MohlcsIiatn-es Snllaneh’s proposals do nut scetii ])ractieablc or rc.asonuble to 

Thv pimmissionrr is aoronlin-ly licin- instniotoa to draw up, al'tor consultation 
'V i . i"*\' ^ based on (ho linos indicated in mv loh*£;nini Xo. 7j 

of llio l*.tli ultimo iit\, (hat the IVontior should bo found in the dobatablo zou('). and 
not insisting 'kof the Turks should begin by withdrawing, this propositi to In' com. 
muiiicatod to tho lurkisli ('oinmissionor. 


[11319] No. II. 

. Nir Eduaml Grey to Mr. Marlinq. 

(No. 7t.) ■' 

MOlUMAIPliAH. t'oreign OJfice, April 3, lOOS. 

I have now received fnmi the India Office the information (except as to whether 
more land is available on river hank) asked for in my telegram No, 70 
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[11619] 12. 

Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Greg.—[Received April *1-.) 

(No. 88.) 

(Teloi^mpliic.) P. Tehran, April 4, 1D06. 

PRUSIAN Minister-designate to Loudon. 

With reference to your tolegi-am No. (ID of the 1st Ajiril, Ehlcsham.os-Suliaiudi, 
who goes Urst to Burliii ostensibly to present his letters of recall, leaves Tehran in 
two days. 

Tho fact that Ehtesham-cs-Sultaneh and Paron von lliehthofcn were to leave the 
same day seemed to lend prohahility to news wliich M. dc llartwig luul received from 
tho llussiau Government, to the otTect that the ex-Presidcut of the Assembly was 
<»oing to llerlin in connection with linancial matters, although Count Quadt 
categorically denied tliat ho had in any way suggested or counteuaiiccd such a plan, 
when M. do llartwig asked him for explanations this morning. 

Please consider second pamgraph as contidcntial. 


[107341 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Olficc, April I, IDOS. 

WITH reference to your letter of (he IDth February, relative to the slejjs to he 
taken to give elfect to the arrangement witli the Ihissiaii (lovernmeni for the exrhaiige 
of (lie Tehran-Meshed and Khai' -Nasratuhad telegraph lines, J am directed liy Secretary 
Sir F.ilwanl Grey to Iransiuil to you herewith, to l)e laid helore Mr. Secretary Mui’ley, 
(M|)y of a despatch from Ills Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petersburgh^ reporting ibe 
action which lie has taken in fullilmenl of the instructions cfnivoyed to him liy Sir F.. 
‘ in*y’s despatch No, So of the !8tli ultimo, coi»y of which was forwanUal to you in tin- 
li'lter from this Glhce of tlie following day. 

Mr. Murley will oh.serve that Sir .\. NIeolsou, in the ^lemoraiidum which he liaiide'l 
to the Uiis^inu Minister lor Foreign .\fTairs on ilie subject, omiited all menliou of the 
information in the ]iossession of llis Majesly’.s Ctovenuneul with regard to llio maiincT 
in which Unssian control is e.\orcis(.Ml over tin* Tehran .Meshed line, and as to the 
dishiinsemeiits made on this aecomit by the Uns>ian .\«]iiiinistration. 

Sir F. Grey is disposed toa[>prove 8ir .\. Xii'olson's action in this respect, nut only 
fur ilu‘ re.nsoiis given by his Kxcellency in Ids ilrspaiidi. hnl idso heeaiisi* tin* inforina- 
tinii on lh(‘ siii>jec[ furnished i>y tlie Government of India is, on some poiiit-^, in 
('ontraili<Mion with that supplied i>y Mis Maj'V'.iy’s Gliargi'- dWlTairi's at Tehran, •'» iliat 
the irm* facts of the case are not yet certainlv known lo Mis .Maje.sly's Goverinm ni. 

Sir F. Grey wonl«l alstj approve Sir A. .Nit-nUou’s proposal not to raisi* tlie (pie.siitMi 
of ihe reienlioii of a Ibissian signaller at Xasnuahad afti'i* the ^•x^•hange of ilie line-' 
ha-^ lakmi eifect, thongh it a]»iKsirs to him to he nnlikeiy that the liii—lait 
G >vi,*rnmeiil will eoii.senl to forgo this right, in view of tin* desiri^ of 1 lis Maje-ty’s 
Gtivminient to retain Pritish signallers at 'IVIiran and at .Mi'shed. 'I'his latter point i^ 
imi, ii is irne, speeilically nieiitiuned in tin* .Meinoraminin, i>ut that Mis .Maj'^ty's 
G'»v. nnneni ultaeii importance to it appears with snllicieni clearne.ss from the la.^t 
Sfiitmurc of the penultimate ])aragraph of that paper. 

Sir K. < Sivy would he glad to learn whether .Mr. .Morl<‘y sees any objection to the 
pi'opotird approval of Sir A. Xicolson'Tj a<*tion, ami of the li.'rin.s of Ids I'ixeellency’H 
.Memorandum. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) F. A. CAMPBFJJ.. 


• .Seo I'iirt No. 417. 
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II1784 i No. 14. 

(.'oitsiil Slcvrns lo Sir ICilirard Orel).—(Ucceived .l/iril 0.) 

(No. :i.) 

•Sir /ifl/oum, Mnrrh 21', lOOS. 

I IIA^ r. iIh* ]iori<-Jir it* Irihtnu vfii iluil, n!tliou;»li tliu rniiiours nf wav willi 'I’urkt-y, 
.so ciivtilatcl in llin ( aucasii.-' sniiu* weeks a".', arnl wliicli civatc«l sijiiieihiu;^ 

lik'*a imiiie in inililary aii'l oiIht <*ii'elus at llie lime, have lo u /^reai extent Mihsided. 
ye! nfieasIiu*.«iH(*n ilie jiai'l of tin* !{u.sj>ian ^ »overnm«-nl as to future ilevolojiinenl*' on llm 
lJii*»st4-TMrLi-*%Ii fnailieia niid in Persia is sfil! appan-jjl. 

Willi a view, thert'fov<‘, to avoid a surprise, or being taken in a stale of unpre- 
j-aredness slnad'l a ho.stilv iiioveinent be sudileiily forced on them by tlie turn wlneli 
liolitieidfvents in tlie two mentioned counlrios may at a later (lati* take, the military 
aMihoriiie> of the ( aueasus have for some lime past been engaged in carrying out 
measures of I'nsMiition. 

As alrnuly rejHirled, troops have been moveil to various ]ioints of the wesieni and 
soMih-wt'Strni coniines of the Caucasus, and further military activity is now lieing 
di-'playi’d in fiiridsliing them mid llm forlilicd ^•ontre^ with new siege ami held gnus 
.'lid otluT ni'ccssary war material tor placing thmu in a high stale of ifllicieiicy, for 
widcli juirp.. r. the rank-anr!>fil(< nv" al,-" being 'laily slreniioiisly drilli*d. 

It may be that the prc-cnl pr**.-i<-uiiun i»f arnuimenis i» only tlie ualurat ouleomo 
' r the n‘[»orli d (Irplciiiin, d'lriiig llm late war with -lapaii, of f.bc various aivenals and 
depot stations of tladr stores and munitions of war b>r the recjuirements of the liiissiau 
troops ill .Maiiclmria wbicb arc now being reidenislied, Inil the tact iicvenimlcss 
remains ibat elaborate preparations for poshible liosiiliiies an- being vigorously pushed 
forward. 

AImuiI l<-n days ago the slenm-ship “Ararat” belonging 1<» llie Pussinn Sicara 
N'ayigatitin and 'I ratling Company, tiiscliarged a eurgti of close njx>n t)(10 tons of a 
variety of wju* material at this port, Iiududing lieM guns; and ibe f loverument transport 
■‘ I'rulb, wliieb saileil lieiice to-tlay, lias for ibrce days past been landing held pieces, 
>iege guns, ammunition, and other material for tin? exingeiicios of war for Kars, 
Maioiim, and sevend )M»inls id minor importance along the frontier. 

'I'lie \ ii'c-Consul at I’akn Informs me, it is rumoured in that town, that the 
auilioritii's of the \ ladikavkaz Pailway have received orders to bo prepared to sn-sjamd 
tile ^•ireuIat^on of all g(M»|s trains on their line between Ilaku-Pclrovsk~noslan and 
Posi.w fora fortnight, timing wliieb time the line.s are to Im exclusively engaged in 
rmiiiiiig military and the ordinary number of daily passenger trains. 

It is jirtiliable. l!ierefor<‘, that further warlike ston>s and material are to lx* shortly 
hi'oiiglii lt» the Caueasus by rail, or that the foreshadowed reinforcomont of the army 
of the Caueasus by the Iranspurl of fresh tr(K>ps from Pussia is about lo bo uudorlakeli 
by the Pussiau (JovermneiiL 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. STEVKNS. 


1118661 No. 15. 

Imlin Office to Forehjn Office.—(Recckat April Q) 

'rilM Under-Secretary of State for India ])rcsents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Poroigii AtTnirs, and, hy direction of ilr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards hen*with, for tlie information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegmm to 
the Viceroy, dated the Ist instant, relative to the exchange of British and llussian 
telegraph lines in Persia, 

Indut Office, April (J, 1S)08. 
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Inclosure in No. 15. 


Mr. Morley to Government of India. 



fl5S01 


• No. 7. 


I) 










111256 


H) 


No. 1!). 

Forfiiyji Olfice to India Ojfici\ 

Foreitjn Olfice, April 7, lOOS. 

I AM rlircctrfl In* Secretary Sir Kdward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letler of the 1st instant, relative to the exohani;e with the Russian Government of the 
'relii'an- Meshed with the Kliaf-Nasratahad teloj^raph line. 

M’itli regard to the proposed r(dontion of Rritish signallers at Teliran and Meshed 
on the former line, in return for which the Russian Government would pmlmhly 
demand the ivlention of a Russian signaller at Nasratahad on tlie latter, I am to offer 
for the eonsidenition of Mr. Secretary Morley the following observations, which arc 
the resnlt of a further examination to whieh that question lias been submitted in this 
lh*partment, 

Sir I'h Gr(‘y understands that the (lovernmcnt of India attach great importance to 
the presence of Rritish signallers at Tehran and Meshed because, in tlieir alisfuice, 
Uritish messages might he unduly delaycid and inaccurately transmitted, ami 
opportunity might be given to the Russian Tedegraph Administration to tamper with 
liritish cyphers. 

Inking first the latter point, I am to observe that a similar opportunity already 
exists on alt tlie lines umlor Russian control t>ver whose wires Rvitisli nu'ssageg 
now pass. 'I'lie addition to their number of the Tehrau-Jleshod line would Iheteforo 
not sensibly increase the danger referred to, from wliieh, moreover, no gresat harm 
ap])(‘ars so far to have resulted. 

'I’he pejssihility of dt’lay and incorrccrl transmission of British messages does not 
appc*ar to Sir K. Grey to constitute an objection of such importance as to outweigh 
the disadvantages to JJrilisli itderests whicii, in his view, are to he feared from the 
retention ol u Itussian signaller at Nasratahad, and the objection will disapjiear 
altogcth('r il, as is helievcil to he not unlikely, the Russian Government decide to 
intrust the management of tlie Tehran-.Meshed line to the Indo-Kuropean Tologra[)h 
Gompany, who would inlnMluec husim*ss-liko and efficient methods of management 

The reUnUion of a Itussian signaller at Nasralahail appears, on the otluM’ hand, 
ht he opt'ti to grave ohji'cliim not only on the general grouml that tlie [iresenee of 
such an ollieial in tin* Hritish splien* of inlluone«' is in any case uudcsirahle, Imi also 
and imm* particularly in view of the projioscd c.xtension of the .Meslicd-Seistan lino 
to Koh-i-Malik-Sinh, whereby tlie Rersian telegraph system would he linked up with 
the Indian line running through Nuski and Uohat. 

G/f the r('ali7:atioii ol this project the exclusion of all possibility of foreign 
interfe renee with telegraphic communication would become of pnramouut importance 
to hrilisli and Indian interests. 

I tir tin'll* reasons, Sir M. (iii‘y wonhl propose, subject to Mr. Morlcy’s coueiirrence, 
to instrnet Sir Xicolson to withdraw tlie suggestion made by him to the Russian 
iMinisli-r l»»r foreign .Vll'airs for the maintenance of the British* signallers at Tehran 
and M(>^hed. 

.\s regards the last iiaragrapli of your letter, and the seeond note hv tin* Dimrtor- 
m-ehief of the hido-Kurapean Telegraph I)*‘parimenl wliicli refeis to‘it, 1 am to call 
nttoniioM to my letter of the lih instant, forwanling ropy of a despatch from Sir A. 
Np-ol.son, whieh eonlains suggestitm tlial Ills .Majesty’s Government should not 
maki* any eomiminh’ation t«> the Itussian Government relative to (he conditions of 
the control exereiseil by llie latter over the .Meshed-Scistan line, hut should await (lie 
receipt fmm lln*m of the necessary particulars. 

Sir 1-^. Grey will await Mr. .Morley’s views on this sugge.stioii before proceeding 
furl her in the matter, and hopes that he may he favoured with tliem witliout <lelay. 

i am, kv. 

(Signed) BO L' IS ^fALLI-yr. 


112164] 


Xo. '2(1 


(Xo. 111 ).) 


Sir Mrohon to Sir Kdirurd (!rep.~{Iiei'eived April 8.) 


(’relegraphie.) 1*. 

MR. MAIILING'S telegram Xo. !)1 of tlic 
telegraph lines in Persia. 


St. Fctersbur,jh, April 8, lOOS. 
7th instant. Proposed exchange of 


11 


1 have inquired whether ^1. Tsvolsky concurs in the suggestion that the two Repre- 
s.-iitnlives at Tehran should he left to determine the mode of approaching the Persian 
Government to obtain their consent to the principle of exchange, and at the same lime 
have nnmtioned the wish of the Persian Government to erect a seeond lino to Shahrud, 
addin" that, in view of negotiations, the Director was staying his hand. I further told 
.M. Tsvolsky that I trusted that, while the two Ropresenlatives in Tehran were engaged in 
wetting tin; IVrsian Government's consent to the exchange of lines, we should he able, 
on the basis of the pi-oposals set fortli in iny Memorandum of the 2:5rd ultimo, to arrange 
in'St. Petershurgh the details of the exchange, so that, as soon as the eonscut of the 
Persian Goveriuncut has been obtained, the transfer can take place, without any delay, 
r think it would he advisable that, until Minister for Foreign AlTairs has replied to 
my ^temorandum and given his views, no action should he taken with roferenee to the 
details of the exchange of the two telegraph lines. 

[12168] No. 21. 

Sir A. Nicohon to Sir luhrard Greij.—[Received April 8.) 

(Xo. OS.) 

(Telcgraidiic.) P. St. Pelernburgh, April S, 190S. 

iSriiSTDY for German school. 

My telegram Xo. GO of the 3rd instant ami your telegram Xo. 90 of lo-day's date. 

It would appear from Mr. Marling’s despatch N^o. 53 that subsidy is, in fact, secured 
on the rcvemio of the customs. Before taking any action in tlie matter, I am waiting 
till you receive his despatch, which leaves by hag to-morrow. 

(Utqieatcd to Tehran.) 


12140] Xo. 22. 

Mr. G. Jiarcliifj to Sir Edward Greij.—{Received April 8.) 

;Xo. sq.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, April 8, 190S. 

i'G|.l.()\VlXfi telegram Xo. 25 to mo and Xo, 20 to Teliran, ilaled llioTih iiir'tant, 
reeeiv<.*il yesterday from .Mr. Wralislaw at rrmiiia: — 

“ 1 liave hearil nothing of tin; 'furkish Commission. 

“ Tlie inslnn;tlons promised to the Persian Commissioner reganliiig the basis of 
negotiations have* not arriverl. 

“It is not clear to me whetlier the proposal whieli he is to make to the Tnrki-'li 
Cianmissioner is to he sueli as to rmid(*r it possible for the Ctjunuissioiiers t-i ofteei ;i 
•'Ciili'ineiil on the spot, or wheiiier he is incr<*ly to slate what is th«‘ frontier line »‘l.ume't 
by Ids (Joverninent, .so ^s to niford a liasis forsnliscqueiit negotialloiis at ('onslantiiioplo 
on ilie line.s ol the telegram wldeli 1 r'-eidv(!tl from Sir N. < fCoiior here on the 27i ii 
Xen'e.idler,19.)7. 

“ The latter eoiiise would Ik* lantninoimi to claiming tin* slalus ijua. 

'‘Ill the former ease the Persians wonhl have to make considerable eoiicc.''sions, ami. 
• inli sr^ 1 am informed previously of the view-, of llis Maje.-.ty’s GovermmMil, 1 ^liall mmi, 
know wba! advice to give the Persian Commissioner." 


i 12141] Xo. 23. 

Mr. G. Itarclay to Sir Rdw ird Grf’ij.—{Recriced April 8.) 

(I elfgi'a|iliie,) p, Coiuslantlnople, Aprii lOlts. 

M ITil regard to Tnreu-Persian frontier qiK'.siion and .Mr. MTalislaw’s ledegiam 
Xo. 25. 

'The Port<‘ has been eonsiderlng the c|uestioii of .stnnling further Inslrmaioiis to 
lahir Pasha, and 1 am informed by the Grainl Vi/.iiT that the draft was submilied 
to the Palace, yesterday. 










11958] 


No. 2‘\. 


.S'lV Edward Grey to Mr. Marliny. 

(No. 75.) 

'Ti)Iui 4 iii])liic.) I*. ForrifjJi Office^ April S, 1908. 

sr({Sn'>V (.lornuui school. 

Wiiii rcforciicc lo .'^Ir A. Nicolsun’s telegram No. 00 (which was repoutod to yon) 
.iiiii lo your i«-l«'t/r;wn N<». iSO. 

Yon "lioiild uiiKWiT qiifrsiion coiuaincMl in llu* fornnT Would it, in your 

jiifii«»n, lj'- advisaldc tluii u joint wjmiino should he addrcsscjfl to the I’crsiuii (lovcrn- 
i.ioni. ov«-n if tlio far-t \n- true that the (’usloins do not now form the .security for the 
Mihsi<iy {m'o my tolcoram No. 79)? 


89751 No. 95. 

.Sir Edward Gret/ lo Mr. Mnrliiuj. 

'll, I'orciyn Office, April 8, I'JOS. 

1 ll.W'l'. rcpcivMl ydiir ili^iialrli Nn. -12, Cinifidcntlal, iif lire 28lli Febniiiry, 
:"nvai‘(lin,'f I'opicK nl'cniTc.'-piiiiiii'iiri'ri'lalivo a. Ilio iHisaibilily nf upfiiin^^ up iv^pilar 
' "iimiiiiiii'aildii. Iii’lwi'cn Mnliaiiiiui'i'ali aiul Ki'niiarinliali by way uf Aluvaz, Dizful, ami 
t’ualil-i-Kiili ; ami I iilisui'Vr llial His .Maji'nly's ( 'unsiil at Konuaimliab jiruposeti In iimlur- 
lakc a jniinrey nver lire -.iiK^a.'.lcil iiiulc in nnlur lo oblaiii lirsl-liami iiii'orinaliuli as to 
iN possibilitirs. 

1 I'oiiriir in lire opiniiin ONpi'Cssial by yon llial, iinlil lire results of ibis investi- 
oaliou are known it woubl be prenminre lo exjiress any views as to the merits of lire 
selieini'. 

I slionbi also Iresilali'lo make any ilelinile jn'onimiieenreni on lire subject before 
bein;'l>laeeil in possession of any observations wliicli may be ollercil by tire Oovern- 
inent of Iiiilia, lo whose eonsiileralion His Majesty’s (amsiil-Cieireral at liiisliiro bus 
already snbmilled lli<! project. 

I should wish yon, in lire meamvliilo, lo cause lo be conveyed to Captain llaworih 
an expression of my apiireeialion of the zeal and ability which ho lias displayed in the 
enmpihilion of his Iic]>ort. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


110475] No. 20. 

Foreign Office to India Office, 

t^ir. Foreign Office, April 8, 1908. 

I .\.M direeti'd by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowleilgc the receipt of your 
b'lUT of the 2l!lh ultimo, forwardiii" copies of correspondence relative to the possibility 
of opi'iiing up regular coiniuunieatioiis iietwocn Mohammerah and Kermanshah by way 
ot .\hwaz. Hizfni, and I'usht-i-Kuh, with a view to enconrago the development of 
llrilish trade. 

I am lo inform you that Sir E. Grey has received a despatch from His Majesty's 
1 'harge d'.Mfairi's al Tehran, forwarding, for his information, copies of the same papers, 
and 1 am to iransmil to you herewith, lo be laid before .\Ir. Secretary Morley, cofiies of 
that eonunnniealion and of the reply which he ha.s returned to it,'-' setting forth the 
reasons for which he thinks it ailvisable to refniin for the pre.sent from the expression 
of any definite opinion on the scheme firoposcd by His Majesty’s Consul at 
Kermaushah. 


I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MATTET. 
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[12170] 


No, 27. 


.Ur. Marling lo Sir Edward Oreg.—(Received April 9.) 

(No. 91.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 9, 1908. 

EXCHANGE ot telegraph lines and maintenance of signallers. 

Latter question might be settled later. Our signallers might bo retained at 
Ti'hran and Ateshed, and Russian signallers at Khnf, and elsewhere only where, there 
is a llnssian Consul. 


Ill view of the contemplated exchange, the Director of the Indo-European 
'I'clegrnph Defiartment has received instructions not to not without special authorizn- 
lion fri.m London in the matter of the erection ot the second wire between Tehran 


and Shahrnd, for which the Persian Government arc pi-essing. 


Al.de llartwig thinks the o]iportunily favourable for effecting exchange, .as we 
could I hen carry out repairs oil the Khiif-Seistan section of the line. The oppor- 
tiiniti might be taken, but .Mr. llarker requires liiait lo be authorized to take over the 
Khiif-Seislaii section, together with all ('xisliiig Russian obligations. 


[12258] .Ne. 28. 

Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received April 9.) 

(No. !)2.) 

(Telegniphic.) P. Tehran, April 9, 1908. 

AVONCKIIAUS M’harf at Mohammei-ah. 

Mr. -McDouall telegraphs that OOO yards at least are available along the bank. 
Please refer to Eoreign OIBee tclegnvin No. 74, dated 3rd April. 


[123881 No. 29. 

India Office to Foreign 0(Jice.—(Received April 10.) 

Sir, India Office, April 9, 1908. 

I A.M directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of the 1.111 April and of 
the 7th April a.s to the iirrangement with Hie Russian Government (or the exchange of 
the Tehrmi-Meshed and Khaf-Nnsratahad telegraph lines. 

In reply to the former letter, 1 am directed to say that Mr. Secretary Morley 
cuiiciiis in the proposal of the Secretary of State for Eoreign Alliiirs lo approve the 
action of 1 lis Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petershiirgh, reported in his desiialch .N o. 1 liS, 
dated (he 23rd .March Inst, and the terms of the Memorandum cum luiniciitcd by him to 
the Russian Government. 

Gopy of a Memoranilum on the subject by the Dircctor-in chicf of the Indo- 
European 'I’elegraph Department is inclosed herewith. 

With regard to the question discussed in your letter of (he 7th April us to the 
retention of a Russian signaller at Nasraluliad and of llrilish signallers at .Meshed and 
Tchriin after the exchange of the lines has taken clfoct, I am to say that Mr. .Morley 
recognizes that a request by the Russian Governmeni lor the retention of a Russian 
.signaller at Nasratahiul must be agreed to if llrilish signallers are to be retained at 
Meshed and Tehr.in. He also recognizes that the presence of British signallers in the 
Rii ssiftii “zone’* uiul of Uimsian higrmllers in the HritiHh “ zone ” inuy have cffccta 
tondinu lo tVustmlc the object aimcil at the negoliutions for the exchange of the 
two lines, ertpucially if hereafter the Khaf-Nasratahad line ia extended lu link up with 
the Central Persian line at Koh-i-Malik Siah or elsewhere. 

As regards il>e disadvantages to he anticipated if Hritisli ine.ssages over the 
lehrau Mvslied line are iiandicd exclusively by Kusslan signallers, Mr. .Morley agrees 
that, in view ot the similar opportunities already oxisling on other lines under Kus-sian 
control, tile risk in respect of the secrecy of British cyphers may he ignored ; and he 
presuiiK's that, even if the Tehran-Mcshcd Him is not intruHled to the Imlo-Kuropcan 
lelegrapli ('ompany, the Russian Government will not he in a posilioii to evade the 
obligation to provide a sutisfaeiory service, if the Rritish Government have solid 
[1560] K 









iijouinl lor complaint of delay or otlicr impiopci’ treatment in connection uiili their 
inessai;c^. 

I am to incloHo coj))- of a telegram tlmt lin>) Iieen addressed to the Viceroy asking 
tor the views of the Ooveinment of India on ilic points raised in yonr letter. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) A. GOULKY. 


luclosure 1 in No. 29. 

\femoran(lum hij Mr. Kirk respcctimj h'oreirjn Ojjice Leiicr dated April 4, 1908. 

IIIK Kussian (Joyernnient have now been placed in possession of the views of the 
Hritish Government with regard to the arrangements to he carried out on the Tehran- 
Meshed telegrnjdi line after Us transfer. They have been informed of the proposed 
retention of tlic British signallers at ^rehran and Meshed. With regard to tliis proposal 
they tmiy reply that, front the agreement for the transfer of tlie lines, it was not imder- 
Btood by them that British signallers woidd he retained at Tehran and Meshed, and 
that they had not contemplated that the Biissinn signaller at Nasratabad should remain 
there. If this should he the reply given I think it would be necessary to ]»ut the case 
het»)re the Government of India with the inquiry whether they would be t»repared to 
agree to the removal of tfie British signallers at 'fehran and Meshed in return for the 
withdrawal of the Uussian signaller from Nasratabad. On the other hand, the Russian 
Government may accept the view that British signallers should work at Tehran and 
Meshed, and the Russian .signaller remain at Nasratabad. In tliis ease, if experience 
showeil (hat (he presence of the Russian signaller at .Nasratabad was detrimental 
to British interests, the question could he raised later about his withdrawal, iu return 
for the removal of our men from tlie I’chran and Meshed ofiices. 

Sir A, Nicolson will jiresiimably in a few days be made ae([uainted with,the vieus 
of the Russian (lovernment on Die Memorandum he has placed before Diem. I do not 
think we should move further in the matter until it is known what Die Russian 
view.s arc. 

With rolcronce t<( Die last jmrngrapli of the Foreign Office letter, I think ine 
S<-eretnry of Slate can certainly agree to the approval proposed. 

7. 1.0S. “ H.A.KIUK. 


luclosure L’ in Xo. •Ji). 

■Vr. Morlry lo iioivrimenl of Imliit. 

(I ulcKraiihic..) 0_///Vr, !l, 1!)08. 

UM I. Sccivl lolici i,r ihc Uilli .lunimrv Iasi. lO.volum^c “of I’waian tclcgraiih 
lilies. I'I0|iasi.,l loleiitioii iil' liriti.sli Kijriinllcis at Meslicil anil 'IVliraii. It seoiiis 
lirnl.nlilc llial l!iis,siaii (ioveriiim.iit will oliji-cl alliij:ctlit.r to iiie.seiicc of liiitisli 
siijinnllcrs 111 111. ir zmir, ami they will (.i-rlaiiily iiinko roteiiliiiii of liussiaii signaller at 
Xnsmialmil coiniitioii of agreoing lo relonlimi of llritisli .signallers at .Meshed and 
It.liraii, II seems lies! in lhe.se eirramslaiiees mil lo pre.ss for retenlion of liiitisli 
signallers III Meshed and rehraii. What are your view.s ^ l*reseiiee of British 
signallers in linssuin zone and rirr l•l•rs(i will lend to frusirnie objects of iiolicv aimed at 
ly e\chaiig(. of lines, espeeially in event of Ivliaf-Xasralahad line being 'linked nii 
herealter wiih ( eiilral IVrsiaii line. I’reseiice of liussiaii signaller in our zone seems 
greater evil lhaii |icissihle delays, .'ire., eoiise(|iieiil uimii withdrawal of our .sijfiinll.'rs 
from .Meshed and Tehran. 
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[12393] ^’o. 30. 

Messrs. EHinger imd Co, lo Foreign Office.—[Receiveil April 10.) 

Dear Sir, 2.S, 0.rford Street, Manclicsler, April 0, 190S. 

WK shall bo glad to hoar if wo may allow .Mossrs. Androw Woir ainl (Vi., of 
C, Lloyd's Avenue, E.C., inspection at the olfice of onr Solicitors, llessrs. I'l. F. Turner 
and Sim, Loadenliall Street, E.C., of the letter dated the IStli Jannarj', addressed lo us 
by the Foreign Oflice. 

We remain, &c. 

(Signed) ELimiER .vxii CO. 


[12407] No. .31. 

Sir A. Nicolson to Sir Kdiinrd Greg,—llleceived April 10.) 

(No. (■)!).) 

(Teh.graphic.) R. St. Fetershurgh, April 10. l!)o8. 

MY telegram No. (iO ; Exchange of tclegraiih lines. 

Minister for Foreign Affairs has sent instrnctions to Russian Minister at Tohisin 
to ..i]iproach I’ersian Ciovcrnmcnt in reganl to above ([iiestion, and he coneurs witli 
snirgeslion that the two lie])resonfativi.s should arrange between them the best mode 
of iirocedure to adopt. 

As to details of transfer lie will shortly commimiente with me. 

(Sent lo Tehran.) 


, 12384] No. 32. 

^ Mr. Marling lo Sir Edicard Greg.—(Received April 10.) 

Telegraphic.) 7VAm«, 1908. 

T1 RCO-PFiRSlAN J'Vmuier ('ommission and hasi.s of negotiations. 

With reference to Mr. Wratisluw's telegram No. 2! of the 29lh February, 1 am 
a>rturcd by Mushir-cd-Howleh that, with the object of bringing on discussion indicated 
in tlu* telegram sent to Mr. Wrati.slaw on the 27lh November, 1007 (No. 12), by 
Sir N. G Conor, the Persian Cummissioner was instructed some days ago tu urge ujMui 
the 1 iirki.-<h Commissioner ill a .Memorandum that Die basLs of negotiation slmuld be 
the reeognition of the nontral zom* and the 'frt'aty of Krzeroum. 

Ihe IVrrsiun Commissioner appears to be inelined to take action first ami inhiriu 
Dll* t niisuls after, and generally to act indcpeadeiiDy <tf tbeir allvie(^ .MuNliir-ed- 
U“uh'li has, however, (iromised that in.^lrn(■tiolls will be seni to him that the Con.^ul- 
an- 111 be eonstaiitly consulted. 

InsII'ueiions corresponding to those mentioned in Dm first jiaragrai'lt ol llil'* 
i<*ii*gram have bm-n sent to Constantinople to the I’ersiaii .Ambassador. 


^ A/r. Marliutj to No* ICd/rard flrep. — (/lect'ived April lO.) 

‘ , r* Telirua, April Id, lljnS. 

MA'I Pi IW for subvention tu tin* Gennan Seliotd. 

1 'mil (iemils respecting ibis tiiK'.stion uiidt-r Hying seal to St. Peiersburgli in iiiv 
dt‘spateii No. odof the loth .Mareb by last moMeiiger. 

I’.ilh ihe .Minister fi.r Fiiiiigii .Mfalrs nml the I’r(...i(li.nl of ihe A^seiiildy 
inlenlainnily led the As.si.nildy in believe tlmt I lie Eliiill would jiay the snbvi ulioii 
Irom hia privy purse, llamgh, so 1 am iiiforimd. neither ol them explicillv said so in 
so many words. 

\\ oiihl it not be Well for me in lliese circiiiiistancos to inform tlie I’ersian i foverii- 
iin iil III willing llial Mis .Mnje.sly’s (loveniineiit cannot admit aiiv di.scnssioii of Ihe 
••omlitionaatiaelied to llieir cmiaent to llie wispensioii of the sinking fund, in view of 
llie fact that no reply has heeii nmde lo onr ii.ile and no monev received'f (See inv 









k; 

No. 01 of ilif 7 i1j April.) Atwl I might add lliai Ills Majesty’s (.lovornmeut 
wi-h the iVrsiaii fiovcninnait to Iwar in iiiiinl that, witliont llieir consent the Persum 
t lovoniinenl cannot chargi: with any other payment revenues already ]>U*dge<l as 
:^et:iirity fur Urilish loans. an<l tlial if tlu? interests of the Urilish (lovernmenl or of the 
Imperia! itank of Persia are prejudiced hy such a proceeding, the former may liave to 
take steps lu sah-gnard them. 

'I’Im* allu'^inn to lln- < lernian iSehool sul)vention will be jterfet'tly understood, and 1 
ihiiilv if \v-‘u!d )k! lietJ'T thiTufure not ttj meiiii<in it cxjirossly (see yonr Pdegraiii Xo. "o 

• f ill*! Mil Ajn*il). Kurlheniion-, .M. Uizot’s position miglil be made more dillMMill if 
lit- name \v«Te uienlinned. It is Umi early as yet t-* lei tlu! iVrsian < lovermiumt under- 
'l.tiid liiui be is onr instrmiient ; 1 sbould iberefore prefer lu omit all mention of his 

aine. 

'I'heri- U h-s- neee.'>.-.ity for tin- liussians to send in a similar not<*, ns their position 
III till'- re'^peci so niueli stronger than our own, but I think that M. de llartwig 
•\onld agree to do so. 

In lid> eoniieeiion I siiotild add that M. ile llartwig now d(^,sire.s to I'stahlish a 
bjMiieli of the Iiiissiaii Hank at Kernianshahin orderloobtain eoiund of tin* Ke^nan^hah 
<'ii>loiii>. wlii' ii I'onii part of ili<- Pussiaii guarantee. 'I’lnfse customs reeeiiils would 
then be jtaid iiit<i the Piissiaii P»ank, and the Imperial Ikudv of i’ersia, the service of 
whose loans have reemitly been secured on tlie Kornmnshah cust<tms (see t^ir t’. 
Spring-b’ii-e’" ti'legram No. 'J7\) of the :i7tb *S<'pleinber, P.)l)7) wouhl then have to look 
■ Pewhere for its '^ecnrily. 'I’lii.-i makes an additional rca.soii for warning the Persian 

• JoV( riihieut. .M. de llartwig of eoiirse glad to n'jireseiil that we sliall he eiiaided 
to gel a beitrr ludd on the Southern eustoms by means of the ^tep wliieb he proposes, 
altlioiigli its real |•ea''Oll and ol.jrel, I liave reason to believe, arc tin* jnisblng of 
IxMssian tradi* :il Keniiaii^hali. 

In -pite of the bail .stale of alTairs i‘f till* last three months, the recently made-up 
eusioiiis ^‘•lunls total ail increase for HH)7 S of over PUMlttO/., as eomjiarcd with the 
ligiire> for P)Hii 7. 


,121641 No. :vi, 

I'oreifjn Office lo India OJ/ice. 

Sir, P'oreiijn Officej April 10, lOOM 

NVrriI referenee to my letter of the 4th instant relative to the eunditioiisof the 
propo'^ed excliange of lelegrapli lines in IVr.sia, 1 am directed liy Sccrctaiy Sir Kdward 
tlrey to transmit lo y<iu lieri'witli ilecyjiliers of lelegnmis on the subject from flis 
M.ijer-ty’- < ’liatge d’AlTaires at 'I'ehniii and Amhassailor at St. Pelersburgh.^ 

It will he within the recollei'iion of Mr. Socrelary Morley tliat the llussitm Legation 
.-It 'rehran, so luiig ago as duly Ib‘t7, pressc»l for the coiisiniefion of a second line from 
’Tehran to .‘shadnnl, which is now desired by the [Vn'siaii tlovermneui. 

Sir I'i. t Irey is not aware that lln're is at tlie ])re.seiil time any objection to lids 
plan from the jioiiu of view* of ills .Majesty’s liovermnonl, wbih* both Mr. Marling am! 
the Iviissiati .Minister at 'Teliraii eonsiiler that the iHHpiest made hy llie Persian (lovern- 
meiii may oiler a rav«Mir.ili!e opjtoriuiiity for approaching them with a view lo obtain 
their eonseiit lo the excliange of tin* lines. 

Sir V.. t In*y would be glad to reei-ive an expression of .Mr. Morloy’s views on this 
point. 

No sii‘p, h<*W(*ver, «-ati in any ease lie taken by the two Representatives .it 'Tehran 
iiiilil the K’lissiaii t Joveriiinenl liave signiiied their assent to the course proposetl to 
llieiii hy llih .Maji-sly's < •overnineni that the time and manner of ]i]>proaehing tlie 
t\>rsiaii tlovernmeiil on lids snhjeel should he left lo the Ke])resentutive.s’iliseretion, 
and until tlaw have sent instrm liotis to .M. de Ilartwig in this sense. Sir .\. Nicolson 
has therefore recalled this poiiil to the titteiitiun of the Russian ^linister for Foreign 
AlTaii-s. 

Sir I’’., tliey is disposed, witli tlie eoneiirrencu of Mr. .Morley, lo appnive the terms 
of Sir .\. NieoP«iiTs (oinmuideatimi to .M. Isvolsky, as repoiiiMl in his telegram, and to 
inform idm tlial llis Majesty's (iovernment sluirt' his view that no action as to the 
details of the exchange slioiild i)e taken at ’Tehrtm until the reply of the Russian 
(i•.venunent to his .Memoraiulnm of the -dnl ultitno has been received. 
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112268] No. 34^ 

Foreign Office to India Office, 

(Confidential.) 

Foreign Office, April 10, 1!)08. 

W ITH referencu to your letter o£ the 2iitl instant on the subject of the lease of 
laiiil at Moliammerali to Messrs. ^Vimekhaus, I am ilircetcd by Secrcatry Sir E. Grey to 
tr.insniil to you the accompanying copy of a telogmm which has been received from 
llis Majesty’s Cliarge d Alfaires at Tehran,* in reply to an inqiury as to whetlier any 
furtlier land on tho river bank is available. 

As you are aware, the yearly rental paid by Jlessrs. M^onckhaus tor a plot of land 
70 hy 50 metres iu extent is approximately 2081. 

In view of the potential importance of Alohammerali as a railwav terminus, I am to 
inquire whether, in the opinion of Mr. Secretary Morley, instructions should he sent to 
Mr. .Marling to ascortnin the terms upon which a lease could he obtained or the right of 
pre-emiUioii setuired. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALI.ET. 


[12551] No. 35 .\. 

Mr. .Marlinij lo Sir EdwurrI Grey.—(Received April 11.) 

(No. Oo.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1’. Tehriin, .Ipril ll, IWS. 

.ATTITUDE of I’crsiaii Government with regard to the pnhcetioii of liahreinis. 

J would siigge.sl that, to enforce our rights in this matter (see your telegram 
No. 70 of the loth April), an island in the Gidf, for preferenee Kais or llormii/., might 
if necessary he occupied. 

I_dnly addressed lo the Persian Government a note as authorized iu your leh'griim 
No. 07 of the 2(;ih March. I have this morning received a reply, slating that “you 
will ailmit that the proprietaiy right of die Persian Governmeni is not a mailer l<> he 
disputed.” The note adds that the Govermneut has sent lo Lingah iuslruelions “ to ilo 
the iiauj justice and (o make reparation.” 

In view of this, I propose to personally give the Minister ol Eoreigu Allairs a 
strong warning this iifternoon that the refusal to recognize our i)rolectorate may entail 
grave eonsequenees. 


[125521 No. 35 i>. 

Mr. Miirlinij In Sir lidwiird Grey.—{Received April II.) 

(No. ill!.) 

('■'‘■l'«raphie.) P. TeAraa,/l«n7 U, PJO.-t. 

BAIIUKIN. 

llm Persian Governmeni that I was eoiiviiieed of the intention of 
Ills .Majesty s Government lo sellli; the ((iiestioii delinilividy, and strongly urged on 
theui (see my telegram No. '.t5 of the 1 Itll .\],ril) that eomplianee on the part of the 
I ersiaii t iovernment wa.s necessary. A good deal of imiu’essiou was, 1 think, pisKluced 
by my argiiment.s. I think idso that, if 1 were authorized lo make the threat siiggesleil 
til iiiy immediately preceding telegram, the Minister for Poroign .\ITairs and his 
eolli'iigue.s woulil lind the iieee.ssary courage to lace the .Medjliss. At pre.sent both he 
ami his e,,lleagiies are Iis. mueh afraid of it to eomply with our demand, and tlefeml 
llieir eomliiet before it by explaining the true situation, although .Miisliir-eil-ltowleh is, 
tloiiK, perfeetly aw;ire that the Persian claim to Italiroiii is (juite imleiiahle. 

I suggesleil to his E.xei'lleney that he should inronii mu in a note that the local 
anllionlies in the Gulf had reeeiyed the instruelions which we ilesired, Iml that Persian 
> l.iiiiis should not III. meulioiied in it. I could not gel him to aelually promise to do 
tin-, Iml he {iroiniscd to eunsult his eolleagiies and to .send me another reply lo iny note. 


I lost 11 p. 
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It mxist at the same time be remembered that, if Mr. :Morley agrees to the proposal 
pvit forward in my letter of the 7th instant, that neither Powers should retain signallers 
on the line controlled by the other, it will become necessarj' to inform the Russian 
Oovonmieut that the views set forth in that Memorandiun have been, to that extent, 

I am accordingly to state that Sir E. Grey hopes to learn Mr. Morley’s opinion on 
this proposal with as little delay as possible. 

The last two sentences of Mr. Marling’s telegram were, of coui-se, written in 
ignorance of the suggestion above referred to. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[12485] No. flS. 

India Officp to Foreign Office.—{Received April 11.) 

Til b Undcr-Sccrctary of State lor India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Poreigii Allairs, and, by direction of j\lr. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for th(‘ information of the Seeretari' of Statu, printed copies of the 
telegram to the Viceroy, dated the Otli instant, on the subject of the exchange o 
Persian telegraph lines. 

India Office, April 10, 1908. 


Inclosurc in No. 35. 

Mr. Morleij to Govcrnmenl of India. 

Telegraphic.) P. India Office, April 9, 1908. 

J’HRSIA. Exchange of tolegmph liiie.s, and propo.sal that Jtritish sigiiallors at 
Meshed and 'I'ehran should be retained. 

See your Secret letter of the Kith .Tanuary last. 

Presence of British signallers in Russian ^nic .seems likely to he objected to 
altogether by Russian Government, who will certainly only agree to retention of 
British signallers at Tehran and Meshed on condition of Russian signaller being 
retained at Nasratahad. In these circumstances it seems best that retention of British 
signallers at Tehran and Meshed shordd not he pressed for. I shoidd be glad to learn 
your views. It would tend to frustrate objects of policy aimed at by exchange of lines 
if British signallers wore stationed in Russian zone, and vice rersd, especially if Central 
Persian line is hereafter linked up with Khaf-Nasratahad line. Possible delays, &c., 
conse(|Ucnt on our signallei-s being withdrawn from Tehran and Meshed, seem lesser 
evil than presence of Russian signallers in our zone. 


[12553] 


No. 30. 


(No. 97.) 
(Telegra|)hie.) 


.Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Qreg.—{Received April 11.) 
p. Tehran, April 11, 1908. 


SUBSIDY to German school. 

Please rtd'er to telegram No. 68 from Sir A. Nicolson. 

The payment depends on the pressure which can hi! brought to bear by the German 
l.egation. No payment has yet been made. It may be pretty certainly concluded 
that nothing will be paid by the Shah. On the other hand, it is very doubtful 
whether the Minister of Finance will venture to pay, in view of the fact that the 
President of the Assembly and the Minister for Foreign Affairs made a false 
impression of the transaction on the Modjliss by their declarations. 
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[12388] No. 37. 

Sir Edimird Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(.No. 00.) 

(Telognphic.) P. Foreign O^cOf April 11, 190.S. 

I'lXfilANGE of Persian telegraph lines. With reference to your Exeelleney’s 
(lespateh No. 13.3 of the 23r(l ultimo. 

riie question of the retention of signallers has been reconsidered, and the con- 
rluKKm arrives! at. tliat any advantages which we niiglit gain from the presence of an 
J'.iiglisliman .at Me.shed and Tehran wouhi he more than counterbalanced by llie draw¬ 
backs of h.iymg a Russian at N’asratahad. It would, therefore, be preferable in our 
opm.on to dispen.se with them entirely. The India Ollico agree with us, but you had 
belter take no adion Idl we receive the views of the Goveriunent of India, who are 
licmg luimsulled. 


1124071 No. 38. 

l^ir Edward Greo to Mr. Martina. 

(No. 78.) ■ ' 

(lelegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 

W IIII reference to telegram No. (i'J of the 10th April from St. Petorsburgh, on the 
subject of the excliango of Persian telegraph lines: 

lou may decide what action is to he taken in consultation with your Russian 
colle.'igue. 


[125541 No. .3'.). 

Sir A. Nir.olson to Sir Edward Greo.—(Received Aiiril P'l 
(No. 711.) ■ I ■ / 

(leligraphie,) P. St. Peter.dmrgli, A/n-il 12, \(\Us, 

IIAN<i 1'4 of telegraphs. 

I teiails of Irnnsfer. 

As Minist.!!- for Foreign Affairs will not, I expect, reply to my Memorandum on tho 
siihject for days, ihore will he still time hohire any fnrtiior action need he taken 
lo ro(-eive view.s .)f liidiau (lovernineiit (spc Foreign Oflico telegram No. 09 of the 
lllhinfstanM I ja'e.snme, however, that I Wsian (iovoniment can now he approached 
by . 11 . I e Ihirlwig ami .Mr. .Marling with a view to the former giving its consent to 
pnneipli'of exchange ; moreover, especially as M. ,1,' llarlwig has been insirnctod by 
Ins (loyermneiil to take steps in the matter in concert with his Hrilish colleamic, it 
wonhl, I submit, be advisabh’ that no delay should be allowed to inliwvenc m that 
portion of tile ivhole transaction. 

(Sent to 'I'etiran.) 


[12621] x\o. It). 

.\lr. .Marling In .Sir Edward (lrri/.~(Reeeierd April 13) 

(No. 1-7.) 

iVT'iMi r , s. . Tehran, March li, V.niH. 

. , , t'oterenye to your telegram No. l.j of the llih .lannary, authorizing His 

.Majesty S ( onsnl at Ixermaiishah lo proceed lo Kasr-i-rfhirin and there to do what he 
coii d for the protection of the property of the D'Afev (til Syndiciite, in connection 
witti tile (tisquielmg rejioris jirevaleiil on that part of the Tureo-Persiau frontier, I 
liave Ilie honour to Iransimt herewith copy of a despatch from Captain Haworth 
reporting on Ins visit lo the oil works anil on the present state of affaii-s there. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES il. MARLING. 


luelosiwo in No. 10. 


Consul Haworth to Mr. Marling. 

(No. SO.) 

Sir, Kasr-i-Shirin, Februiirg 20, 1908. 

I HAVE tho honour to rojKnt that the taper of infantry who arrived at Khauikin 
on tlie 13th February came direct from Korkuk. 

It is staled that a few more guns are being sent to Khauikin, but the number is 
not meiilioued. 

1 visited the Oil Syndicate xvorks on the 17lh and 18th February. The Symlii ato 
jray 10 tomans a-nionth each for eight guards at tho works. I founil cloven ragged 
rnHians, mostly half naked, with rifles from which, in the majority of cases, it would 
have been dangerous to shoot. In one case tho stock was only just lianging on to tho 
barrel, while one man was practically stone deaf. I gave Shuja-ul-Mamalck, Chief of 
the liajilan, a dressing down on the subject. He was actually paying 1 toman a-mouth 
each to the men and keeping 9 tomans himself. 

Slmja-ul-Mamalek has also the right of disposing of all the oil at the works, 
and akso the revenue from the salt which is cxlraclcd from the water xvhich cimies 
up with the kerosene. 

It is stated that tho two together bring in an income of more than i’lMi lomans 
per mensem. 

Kliwaja Hanna, tho Ghristian wakil of the Company, a Turk from Khauikin, docs 
not strike me as a vciy desirable poixson to be in charge, though no doubt it is dillicull 
to get a hotter. Tlii" jsist is not an enviable one, e.sjiecially in the sumnier. He is, 
however, undoubtedly intriguing with the Guran tribe lo got them placed in charge of 
tho works in jilacc of tho Ilajilaiis, and is bound to make mischief. 

8liiija-ul-.\Iamalek promised lo keeji decent men at tho works, and 1 jioimed out lo 
him that it was to his advantage to do so, as the Gurans could guard the jilacc equally 
as well as he, a change that would mean a great loss to him. Ho jiromised that there 
should be no further cause for complaint, and I hope that matters are setlh.'d amicably. 
8huja-ul-Mania]ek, however, made complaints against Khwaja 1 lanna, saying he used 
the men for menial purjxwcs and it was dilliciill to gel decent, men to stop. The 
honse.s at the works arc going lo rack and ruin. .A small sum in rojiairs would make 
a great difference, but no repairs of any sort have been carried out for years past. 

It Would [lay the Oomjiany lo keep one Eiiroiiean at the works and lo sell the 
oil themselves. Phis would pri'vent the presi'iil ivaste and ruin of building.s, anil 
would certainly stofi the intriguing which is bound to take jilace with an Oriental in 
charge. 

I'.vi'ii a I'.urojiean with a fortnight’s leavi* in a month would suffice. A man 
alw.ays there alone would probably go off his head, I should imagine. 

Haoud Khan, Sardar-i-Muzaffer, Chief of the Kalhom, arrived hero to-dav with a 
small escort of lot) sowars. 

Mansur-ul-Mulk, Chief of the Gurans, told me he would come to Kasr in .i 
few days. 

According to tho testimony of General Sir H. Rawlinsun, Zohab undoubledlv 
iielongs to the Turks; this, coupled with the fact that they have already intrenched 
ujion country on which they can have no real idaim, leads one to sujiisise that the 
preparations which they aj.jiear to be making will have a delinite object. 

There is no news from Kurdistan. A much mutilated telegram whirh I received 
Ironi lay agent there denies that there was any light at .Merivan. On reporting for 
cerlam that there had been a liaille, I sifted the information very carefiillv, and had it 
corrolioraled m the |>resence of the Governor before aceepling its truth. 

1 he two men 1 have sent to the l\ali of I’lisht-i-Kiih’s eounlrv have not vet 
rc-liirncd. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) L. H.VWORTH. 
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Xo. 41. 

^^r, Marlinij to Sir Edirtird Grci/, — i^lteceirrd April 13.) 

IS.) 

.Sir, Tehran, March 0, 1008. 

ll.WIN'C swn ti stalompiil in the Paris “ Xow York Florald " of the 12lli ullimo 
that l^■rr Sleiaricli, I he late (ienii.an .Minister, liad succeeded in obtaining a concession 
for a railway from Tehran to Kcrnninsliuh, 1 asked the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
wliellier there was any Irntli in tile rejiorl. Mnsliir-ed-ltowleh informed me tliat there 
is no foundation whatever for the statement. 

I liave, &c. 

(Signed; UHAltLES M. MAULING. 


i 12623] Xu. 42. 

Mr. Marlimj In Sir litlward (imj,—[Rrceired April 13.) 

(X.e 4'.l. 

Sir, Tehran, Murrh 7, lUOS. 

I ll.WK the iionoar to transmit herewitli copy of a dc.spntch, transmitted through 
I [is Majesty’s (.‘onsul-General at liusliire, from I lis .Majesty’s Vice-Consul at Ahwoz in 
regard to the posting of the extra Indian guards supplied for the protection of the 
Oil Syndicate’s works. 

1 have as yet received no report on the result of .Mr. Cunningham Craig’s investiga¬ 
tions into the borings on the .Mainatain side, hut the fact that Captain Lorimer was able 
to post the whole of the reinforcing iletachinent at the .Maidan-i-Munaftun camp rather 
points to the intended abandonment of the former. 

It is evident, from the inclosed despatch, that the proof all'orded by Ilis Majesty’s 
Oovernmeiit of their determination to protect liritish anhjects and enterprise has 
prodnred a most salutary local elfeci, an eIVcct which, as 1 had the honour to report in 
my telegram .\o. a!) of the 27th ultimo. Captain Loriiucr considers liable to be 
prejuilieed by any premature w ithdrawal of the reinforeements to his escort. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signedi CllAllLh;.S .\I. AI Alt LING. 


inclosnre in No. 12. 

Caplain iMrimer to .Major Cor. 

(No. 21.) 

Sir. .\laidan-i-Munaftun, .lanuarp 22, IflOS. 

I Il.VVh; the honour to inform yon that 1 arrived here on the 20tb instant, 
aceoiiipanied by Lienteiiants lianking and Wilson, and that I have posted these officers 
with their guard of twenty men at the scene of work here. 

2. In the first ease I moved out with the whole guard from Masiri to Mainatain, 
intending to leave one ollieer with a detachment at that place, but on arriving there I 
found that work had been completely stopped, at least for the meantime, and that it was 
only intended to retain two Ivuropeans there. As, with the cessation of the employment 
of labour and the purchase of fuel, the likelihood of friction arising is reduced to a 
minimum, I did not consider invseli justified in going counter to the decided opinions 
whieli had been expressed of the inadvisability of .splitting up the force available into 
small dctnchmcnls. 

3. Lieutenant Wilson has done a large amount of most valuable survey work since 
leaving Ma.siri. ’I’o extend the scope of Ids work, I made a detour via Hugh .Malik in 
coming on here from Mamaiain. 

’I’he presence of the two ollicers at one place will make it jiossiblc for one ollieer to 
devote part of his time to this class of work, the importance of whieli, in view of the 
extremely defective stale of the existing maps, including the most recently published 
editions, can scareely be exaggerated. 

4. Throiighonl the journey, and on various expeditions made during our halt at 
Mamiitiiin, not a trace of ho.stilitv in the attitude of the inhabitants of the country, either 
towards the .siyndieale or ourselves, h.is been met with. 
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'riiesc people are chiefly Chaharlang, who remain throughout the year in the 
district, and I have found them quite friendly, in contradistinction to the largely nomadic 
Haftlang, who have scarcely any intercourse with Europeans, and who are the Bakhtiaris 
I principally see when on ray hot-weather tours. These latter, especially those 
encountered in the habitations on the road, often leave much to be desired in their 
behaviour. 

'rids is further proof, were such necessary, of the baselessness of the statements ot 
the Khans that the Oil Syndicate do not treat the people of the country properly. 

6. Our anxieties in the past have been due to individual evilly disposed Bakhtiaris 
whom, until recently, the Khans have done nothing to restrain, and not to any general 
seii.se of hostility, which, however, would easily he excited by scheming persons, as the 
general character of the people is a compound of insatiable avariciousuess and trueulencc 
modified by cowardice. 

Since the suspension of November instalment and the arrival in the country of the 
Indian guard a quite phenomenal state of lrnii(|uilliiy has supervened, which I hope will 
contiiinc to obtain as long IIS the liidian giuird remains here and the policy of boldly 
resisting the devil is per.'isted in. 

i>. I yesterday received a letter from the 8haliah-es-Sultaneh and .Salar Atfa, who 
are on their way to .\h-i-Bid, informing me of their intention of paying a visit to .Maidan- 
i-.Munattnn to-morrow. 

Their \ isit will duubtlu.'S materially develop the situation, and it would he waste of 
time at the prc.seiit moment to expatiate on various subjects which will come up for 
personal discus-ion with the Klmiis during the next day or two. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) 1). L. LOlil.MEIl. 


L12624] No. 13. 

.Mr. Marling to Sir lidward Greg .— {Iteceiced April 13.) 

(Xo. 50. Very Coufidential.) 

Sir, Tehran, .March 0, 1908. 

.M. ARTKll, the representative of Messrs. Ziegler in Tehran, ami himself a. 
(lerniiin, called on me on the 5th instant,and said that Herr .Mygind, the corre.spoudent 
of the “ Berliner Tagoblatt," had just informed him that the Director of the Imperial 
Rank of I’er.sia had resigued ; he added, as though the eonni'ct ion was obvious, that 
the same authority had slated that the tieriiian Bank would be opened in the autumn 
or winter. 

I am informed that Mr. liabino’s resignation will take elTeel in six months from 
the ilalo of tcnderiiig it, a period which coincides curiously with the time at which tho 
German Bank is to open its doors. 

l•■rom what 1 have since ascertained, it seems that tho first iierson to whom 
Mr. Ifabiiiu comnmnieatcd his intention to resign was .Mr. I’rieni, whose inlimato 
relations with the German Legation make it practically eertaiii that the infoniialion 
reached Baron von Uiehlhofon without delay. 

.Mr. Uabino hinuself informs me that there have been no poarparlera between 
hiia.self and the (iermans on the question of his nndertaking the nianagenienl of the 
German Bank, and the German Ministi'r assured me that, so far as he knew, the only 
proposals with this object had come from .Mr. Habino himself, and not from tho German 
Legation or from Herr Gutmann. 

.leeiuiling to .Mr. flabino, though ho was chary of details, the I iernian Bank 
seheuie is to lie actively pushed, and will receive most influential baeking through tho 
Deiilsehe Orient Bank and other first rate banking establishments in Germuny. On 
the other hand, 1 may recall that in an interview with a newspaper correspoiidont soiiio 
two months ago, Herr Gntmaim staled that the present moment was not a favourable 
one for inaugurating German enterprise in Persia, anil indicated that the opening of tho 
German Bank was for the present postponed. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C’lIAULlhS M. MAULING. 


115811] 
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[12625J No. .M. 

Mr. Marling to tiir Edward Grey,—(Kcceived April 13.) 

(No. 51.) 

Sir, Tehran, .March !). 

I IIAYR the honour (o transmit hcrenith copy oC u de.spatoh from His .Mnjesly’s 
Honsiil-Ocneral at liiisliirc in which lie siilimits tlial it would he of advantage that the 
rank of Consul should he accorded to .\l. Chnioin the French Consular Representative 
at Hushire. 

'file Krcneh Minister, to whom 1 have communicated tlie siihstnncc of the despatch, 
is ipiile in accord with .Major Cox’ views, and will write to his (tovernmeiit lo 
reeoo.inend them for favoiirahle consideration, He points out that his reprcsenlnlions 
wouhl carry nuieli more weiohl if .sn|iported tiy His .Majesty’s Kmh.a.s.sv in Paris, and 
i tlierelore venture to sni'oest that Home unolileial action might he taken willi that 
ohject, 

I have, fu', 

(Signed) CHARLKS M. .MARLIXC. 


Inelosure in No. ll. 

Major Cox to Mr. .'^lurling, 

, Hushire, Eehrnarg lOOS. 

I Il.WM the honour to lay the I'ollowing before yon. 

file inenmhent of the French Vice-Consulate, M. Chaloiti, has, except for ah.scnee 
on leave, held his present post lor ahont five years, and I gather from confidences which 
he has given me in private eonver.satioii, that he feels a good deal his jitniority in rank 
to the llepresentalives of other Powers within his sphere. 

'I'his is not nnnainral, as neither (ireat liritain, Russia, nor Cerniaiiy are represented 
hy \ i-e-l'nnsuls In the.se waters. Thus at llnshiie the linssiaii liepresenlative is 
ordinarily a (knisiil-tieiieral; Dr. I.isleinann, llernian llupresentalive, though quite a 
young man and junior in his service grade, holds local rank as Consul, as also does my 
lirsl itssislaiit. 

All the present inenmhents of the.se posts arc considerably younger men than 
.\l. CImloin, who is ol middle age. 

"I .. France has no great interests here, and .M. C ha loin has, prestmiahly, 

little work, hut in the event of international qiicslions arising in coiiiicction wiili 
<|tiaranline or other .snhjcets the raising of the Freiieh appointment at Hn.shire to 
( onsnlar rank would fr-nd lo throw greater weight into the scale on onr side ri.s-a-ei.s 
tiorinani, which might prove advnningeons, and if any friendly mention of the suhjeet 
by yonrsell or His .Majc'ly’s (iovernnienl ere eonsidered feasihle and hore fruit 
the exercise id' their good otllees would no dotiht enhance the existing cordiality 
holween tlie P.rili.sh and I'leiieh Consulates and place the ineiimhenl under some 
ohhgation to us. 

Un these two grounds 1 have veninred to put yon in po.sse.ssioii of the 
eirennistaiiees. 

I have, Ac. 

(.Signed) P. Z. Ci I.V, .Major, 

Hrilish lte.sidfnt in the l‘rr.siau Gulf, and Ih., 
Hritannic Majesty's Consul-GrnernI j'lir h'ar.s, Ae. 


[12626] No. 15. 

Mr. .Marling to Sir Edu ard Grey.—{Ileceircd April 13.) 

(No. 32. ConQdential.) 

,o , I , „ , , . , , Tehran, .March 0, moa. 

AS I had the honour to report in my telegram No. C7 of the -Ith .March, I had a 
long ennversntion with the new (lorniaii Minister here on the 3rd instant on the siihjcet lif 
the attitude and policy of the (Jermiin Degati-an. (.'ount ()aadt began hv saying t'liat he 


23 


thought that a great deal too much had been made of the stiiqioscd attempt of Baron 
von Kiclithofcn to bring about the substilutioii of (termans for Belgians in the Customs 
service; and, to prove that the Belgian (lovernment did not view Baron Richthofen's 
statenieiils to the Belgian Charge d’Alfaires ill the .same light as the linssiaii Minister 
and myself, he showed me a telegram from Berlin staling that the Belgian (tovernmeiit 
were grateful to the German Government for a timely and friendly warning. He could, 
however, assure me that, should the Persian (toveriimcnt make any request at Berlin 
for the noniinatioii of Customs ollieials to supersede the Belgians, they would meet w ith 
a Mat refusal. Me (the Mini.ster) thought that during the paH three niontbs there had 
heeii a great deal of misconeeptioii as to Baron von lliclithofen’s attitude, and this was 
due to tl.e fact that there were so few opportunities of iiiforimil meeting hetwoen the 
I'oreigii Rc]ircscnlatives in 'reliran, who consoqneiitly saw each other hut little, so to 
sjieak, ill ollicc hours. It was to him incredible tlint, in face of the assnranees given 
by Geriminy to Great Britain ami Hnssia that Germany had none but purely eoni- 
iiiereial interests in Persia, and would seek none hut eoiiimereial end.s, the Geriiian 
Charge d’.Aflaircs should have attempted to play the political nMc attributed to him. 
The llernian Government had been much distressed at the repeated coiiiplaiiiU made 
from St. Petersburgh and Ijondon of Baron von Kiehthofen's eoiiduet, and had 
enjoined on him (Count ()uadt) to coiiforni strictly to those assiirnnecs. 'I'his he intended 
to do to the best of his ability, and he hoped Unit, to prevent any mi.snmler.slanding. 1 
would, whenever any plausible .story of alleged Gernian political “intrigue” eanic to 
my ears, at once ask him for explanations, which he would be always ready to give. 
Intrigue and diploniney were no longer synotiyiiiotis, and he believed that frank and 
loyal discussion was nowadays the only possible way of enmineting alfairs. 

I thanked Count (juadt for his frankness mid for his a.ssiiraiicc that his Govcrii- 
menl would refuse any appliealioii lo place Customs ollicers at the disposal of Hie 
Persian Government, and said that tiolhiiig wmibl give me greater jilcasure than the 
prospect of cordial and frank relations. 1 niiisl, however, demur lo his views of Baron 
von Uielilhofen’s eondtici, nor could I admit that 1 had .sent to you any reports which 
were not ueenrale ill siibstiinee, tor 1 had always been at the greatest jiaiiis to verify my 
-lalenients. If Baron von Hiehthofen had not sought lo play the rble altrihnied lo him, 
why had he .sought to jiistifv his actions during the Shah’s allempled map d'etat in 
lleeemher by asserting, wilhoni a shadow of I'onmiation, that the KU'siali Minister ami I 
hid soiighl to obtain speeia! jirivileges in return for our eil'orls at paeilieatioii ! “ijni 
■'excuse, s'aeeuse.” No one who had followed events here during the past three monliis 
eiinid have the sma’Iest doubts as lo the objects of bis activity. As for the telegram 
he had shown me, the simple explanation seemed lo mo lo be that the Belgian 
Government bad taken a tactful way of bringing lo the notice tif the Germait Govern¬ 
ment a disagreeable (|iiestion which might create a monieiitary friction between the two 
.enuiitrie.s. 

Count (jnadt went on to say that the Persians wei',' trying lo play their I'aniiliar 
game of playing olf one Power against another: they could no longer do si, wii!i 
I'aigland and l!ns,sia, and .so they were trying to itie Germany a- a sel-olV against those 
two Pioiers. 1 said that was certainly the ease, but I teared' I could not acquit Baron 
von Itiehibofeii of fostering the idea; the po.ssihilily of exploiting that idea, under a 
•Ministry of so Germatiophil .sympathies us the present, had not been lost upon II, at 
gentleman, hcncc my ap|irehcnsions of his inducing the Persian Government to commit 
themselves to a request for German Customs ollieials. 

Count (juadt repeated his assurances on this head, and said, moreover, that In- was 
doing his best to iuqire.ss on the Persians that Gerniany would not allow hersell lo he 
used as a counterpoise iigaiiist Great Britain and Russia. He added that he had spoken 
in a similar strain lo the Kii.ssian .Minister, who had promised, at his rcipiest, lo tele-graph 
to his Governmeril the subslanee of the dcekiratioii he had made. He begged that I 
would do the same. He then adverted to the linancial situation, and allirnied that if 
order ivas lo he restored a very eoiisiderahle foreign loan would be neees>ary, pro.;ahly 
as much as U),0(10,000/.; lint with the lack of .security, not only for the service lint for 
the proper employment of the loan, he foresaw some kind of foreign eonlnd would lie 
r. natural corollary. I said I had no idea what the views of His .Majesty’s Government 
on the question ot a loan might be, but, personally, I was quite sure they would not care 
to saddle themselves with a joint responsibility for the administrutioii of Persia. 1 
dotibtid, moreover, whether Persian vanity could bring itself to accept a loan on 
condition ot ell'cctive control, and the most probable solution ot the problem seemed to 
me to he the appointment ol foreign advisers recruited in much the same way as are 
the ofhcials in the Chinese .Maritime Ctistoins. It seemed to me, however, premature 
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to ilisciiss any possiliiliticsof this liiiul iin(il it was asccitaiiied whetlicr I’ersia coiikl fvi'ii 
iiiol security for tlie survicc of a loan. 

Ill inliOilni’ino this .'iilijccl Count tjnailt may have, of course, only been 
inileavoiirino lo fnni out 'vbctlier llis .Ma.jesly's fiovernincnt aero disposed to come to 
the assistance of Persia tinancially, litit his ianomijre in speakino- of tlic possibility of 
loreisn control ''live me the imprcs.sion that he looked to some formal international 
control on ahich tieimany ivonltl be oflicially represent! d. 

■foe I'Oie of our conversation, «hieh bested more than an hoar, was tbronghout of 
the most Iriendli descriptioo, 

'I’iie llnssian Minister tells me that, in his conver.-ation, iinfortnnately a very 
omried one.'.vith the t-ei'inan .Minister, Ciotiot tjnadl had ^iven him esaeilt the same 
a-snrances us to loyself. In eonnection »ilh the ipie-stion of the Customs ollicials, 
•M. do lliiiioin' had laid .some .'Iro's on the patent ellorts of the correspondent of the 
■■ Hi rliiiir ‘rii"ehbit' " to inipre.ss on public opinion in Oermuiiy tbat the sub.slitniion of 
I ll■rnll■lls for lieloiaiis in the .\dniini-tration was keenly dc.'irod by the mus.s of Persians 
• nd by llie P'•l.■.iall tloierninent. In reply, Coiial Qiiadl had promised to send for Herr 
■Mipio I .mil to adniiiii'ter lo hini such a /■nvoiititKli' as would put an end to ])re.ss 
''aiiipniumi of the l.ind directed fio.ii 'relir.ili. 

.\l. do lliirtiii;' is by no nioiins rea.ssured by Count Qinidt'.' professions; ho is ready 
I iioiiuli I'l iielicie that the patently active niethoih of Huron von Uiehthofen will he 
iiiiiindoned.—indeed, they have ||robahly ser'ed their purpo.se - but he is convinced that 
It will only be the no tiled and not the end that will be ehanged. 

I have, &e. 

(.Signed) Cl IA I! LI'S .^r. AfAULIXG. 


Xo. Ki. 

Mr. .Mnriliiij in Sir liiliraril (irnj.—(Iteceirril .Ipril i:j.) 

Cunlidentiul.) 

Tehran, .March 15, 1908. 

WIIKN I saw the .Mitiister for Poreisn Afl'airs on the 11th instant, I adverted to 
ilie debate which had taken place iti the Assembly on the advi.sability of enptai'in;' 
loreion advisers in the various branches of the .Vdministration. I told his.l'l.veelleney 
traiikly that I had pointed out to llis .Majesty's Government what appeared to me to be 
the by no means remote possiiiilily that the Persian tiovernmenl mijshl be induced to 
turn lo llerniany for that purpose. 'I’liere was not the smallest doubi in my iniiid that 
the lierman Leoation had been encoiiraoiiio inihlie opinion to believe that i’ersiii could 
no.v play oif tlerniany apiiinst linssia and Great Britain, and tbat with this oliject the 
Persian .Ministers were ready to listen to every German proposal. 'I’hus they had hv 
a "rossly nneoiistiluiional act pled"cd the Governiiient to pay a suhvention to a Germaii 
school, the Mibvention lo be paid out of the en.sloms receipts; an application bad been 
made >iy some Persian statesmen lo the lierman Charge d'Atfiiires lo replace the 
lieioiaiis now in the t'iistonia .Idminislralion by Germans. I nking iheso two undeiiialde 
fuels in conneclion with the notorious ellorts of the German Charge d’Alfaires in the 
crisis of last Ifecember, there could be no doubt of the ends which that gentleman ha I 
pursued, nor of the williagne.ss of the more inllnential members of the Persian Minisirv 
to lend themselves to advancing that end. 

llis .Majesty's Government had no desire whatever lo obtain for themselves such an 
inllnencc in Persian internal allairs as would result from the nomination of British 
ollicials ns adviseis to the Persian Adniinisiration, hut they were absolutely determined 
that no other Power should occu|)y that position, and so imprcsseil had they been with 
the possibility of Persia yielding lo Gorman solicitations that I had heen authorii'.ed lo 
intorm his K.vcilleney ollicially that in the event of the Persian Government deciding to 
engage loreigu advisers llis .Majesty's Government would e.xpect to he consulted as to 
the niitionalily ol the ollicials. However, the Persian Parliament had .shelved the 
propo.sition for the moment, and the German .Minister had given to me and to the 
Un.ssian .Minister the most satisfactory declarations as to his intention scritpuloii.slv to 
observe the assurances of bis Government in regard to interference in Persian pohiiciil 
ipiestions, so the necessity for a formal intinnition of the attitude ot His .Majesiv's 
Government in this (|ue.siion seemed, for the present, uncalled for. I thought, however, 
it would be a friendly act on my jiart to leave his MxcelIcncy under no misapprehension 
IIS lo the manner in which His .Majesty's tiovernment would view any proposal lo 
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introduce the nationals of any Great Power to a position of control in Pei-sian alfairs, a 
view which was, moreover, entirely shared by the Rii.ssian Government. The policy of 
the two Governments was one of non inlervention ; it was a policy friondly to Persia, 
and the proof of its friendliness could be seen in the efforts they were making jointly in 
the froiiiicr (iiiestion. Persia, however, seemed bent on driving them to iiliandon that 
p,,sition by encouraging a third Power to step in and secure a political inlltionco which, 
if they did not seek it for themselvc.s, thcyscoiild not allow any other Power to iicipiirc. 
'J'o me the incomprehensible part was that the Persian Government ilid not realise that 
the game lliey wished to play must irritate the two Powers on whose gooil-will Persia was 
enlirciv dependent if she was to ohtain any iclief from her present litmucial dillicnlties. 

I lie"'ged his B.xcellency not to look on what 1 had said in the light of a menace ; what 
I wanted him to understand was that the line of policy to which the Persian Govern¬ 
ment and the Persian people seemed disposed lo commit themselves eoiilil only lend to 
one thing, via., foreign intcrlerence in Persian internal alfairs, which 1 presumed was 
what everv Persian wished to avoid. 

His 'I'l.xccllency said that he (luite imderslood the situation, as did the other 
memhers of the Government. There had never heen any idea whatever of seeking for 
German advisers, and he was ready to give me the ,-aiiie assuiances in lespect to that 
question as he had already given me in regard to the Guslnnis olliecrs- liiai so long ns 
he was in odicc no attempt would he made by the Persian Government to obtain 
advisers from that Power. He thought that both I and the linssian .Minister had heen 
led by insullicicnt and inacctirato inl'orii alioii lo exaggerate the extent to which the 
Persian .Ministers were amenable to German inlliiencc. For instance, I had just stated 
that the subvention to the German school was seemed on the eiistoins receipts; this 
was not the case, and the note in which he had informed the German Legation that the 
Sbiih had agreed to grant the subvention containcil no mention whatever of such 
security. After thanking his Excellency for his reassuring declarations, t replied that 
mv authority for my statement was the tlerman Charge d'.AII'aires liim-clt. His 
Excellcuey s rid there must have been some misunderstanding, anil to convince me be 
would show the text of the note, which was in Persian, to Abbas Kuli Khan. The next 
ni'irning .\bb.i8 Kuli Khan, by my instructions, called on Mushir-ed-l)owleh and asked 
to see the note. Thu document was produced, and the Minister, after rending a few 
lines, showed signs of eonfusion. and would evidently have been glad to suppress the 
remainder. .Vbbas Kuli Khan, however, insisted on reading it for himself, and found 
that it was clearly slated that the payment of llie subvention was lo be made from 
Customs funds. I have si'veral times oefore this had reason to suspect his Excellency’s 
St itements, but as on this particular oceinsion .Mr. Churchill had the previous evening 
. learnt from a member of the German Legation that the note did contain the condition 
in (|Uislion, it seemed to me worth while, by putting .Mushir-ed-Dowhh's proffered 
proof to the test, to let his Excellency ace that there were limits to my credulity. 

1 would willingly attribute his Excellency’s misstatement to forgetfulness were it 
not that, when questioned about the transaction in the Assembly the same afternoon, 
Mushir-ed-l)owlch left the House under the impression that the subvention was to bo 
given by the Shah out of his Civil List, an arrangement to which no objection could be 
raised. M. de llartwig informs me that the Shah's consent to the subvention was 
obtained by representations that the project had been approved by the .Mcdjliss, and that 
Mushir-ed-Idowleh was the agent who obtained His Imperial Majesty’s signature. 

I have ventured to give a somewhat lengthy account of this matter in order to show 
that .Musbir-cd-Dowleh’s proneness lo evade a disagreeable position by taking refuge 
ill lurmlnolugieal inexactitudes makes it impossible to attach much value to his 
assuraiices. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) CHARi^S M. MARLING. 


[12628] No. 47. 

Mr, Marling to Sir liilwartl Greg.—{Received April 16.) 

(Xo. .54.) 

Sir, Tehran, March 15, 11108. 

GX rci eijii of your telegram Xo. .'ili of the Till .March, nulhorizing mo to consult 
with the Uii'.<i.m .Minister fur the purpose of ilrawiiig iqi an identic note intimating to 
till' I’.T-si.iii I iovcrunieiit, in the terms agreed on by Sir .\. Xicolson and .M. Isvolsky, 
[l.-.sii; 11 
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lliat, I’crBiii hlioiilcl ty (Ircal Hriliiin ami liiiasia only for assistance in tlio settlfi- 
inoiit of licr iircscnt frontier (lillieiilty witli Turkey, I inforineil JI. tie llartwisof the 
fuel, anil neiil liiin a I'runeh translation of the Irmly of Sir A. Nicolson's telegram 
No. 30. . . , ... 

M «!«• Iljirtwig was at Hrat (lisi)ose<l to (Irafl a nolo containing nu'rely a half! state- 
inent iii the sense agreeil on at St. Petorsl.ni^gli, l.nt I represented to him that, in my 
Oiiiniun, the note tvonhl lose much of its point if no idlnsion, however remote, was mado 
to the Versian Cireiilar to the Powers on the snhject of the Turkish oeenpalion of 
Sonjhonlak, and he jit onee aoeeded to this view. Tin! note was, as usual, in the 
Persian hn'ignage, and 1 have the honour to transmit herewith a copy of the French 
draft from whieh that translation was made. 

1 have, Ae. 

(Signed) CTIAHLES il. MARIJKCI. 


Inelosuro in No. 17. 

hleiUic Note ailtiresscil hy the lirilish unit liussian Uijtilions to Mushir-ed-DowhIi. 

M. Ic Minietre, , VVAcVnn, le 12 ,t/«rs, 1908. 

EN reponse an telegramme Irtmsmis par le Ileprescniani de la I’erse a Ismdres 
au fiujet lie I'ocenpation dc Saondj-llnhigh, j ai 1 honneur, d ordre de mou Ciouverne* 
ment, d'adre.sser ii votre Excelleiiee la communication snivantc ;— 

bi I iouvernemenl do Sa Miijeste le Sehah se sera eonvaiucu (pie les dthnarches 
effeetuees de eommun accord par la Uussie et la (Irande-Ilretagne, tpii dc tout tempa 
ont jone dans les dilleronds Turco-Persans le role special (pie lour impoaait la marche 
des evenements hisloriiptes, vieimeut d’idmutir aux resultats dcsiriis: Saoudj-Bulagh eat 
6vnt!ue ])ar les troupes ttttomanes ipii ravjiit arhitrairemeut envahi, 

Uis deux I’nis,sance8 mediatrices ayant resolu d'obaerver aussi a I’avenir la meme 
attitude de, hienveillance a Pegard de la 'Persc. il semlile opporlun, a ravanlage meine 
de ce pays, <pie le (lonvernement de Sa Majcsie le Sehah continue h coiilier a la Hussie 
ot a I'An’gh'terre la saiivegiirde do ses interets dans la (piostion do frontiere. 

Veuillez, Ac. 

(Sigue) CIIAliEES M. .MAliEINd. 
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Mr. MarliniJ to Sir lidiriiril Urey.—(llrceived April 13.) 

(No. 

Teliruii. Mtireh IS, litOS. 

WITH refereiiee to my desjialeh No. oo of the 20lh Fehruary, 1 have the honour 
to iransmil the annexed extract from a report hy lli.s Maje.sty's Consul at Kerinanshah, 
in regar.l to the slate of altairs on the southern section of the Turco-Porsinn frontier. 

Captain Haworth's prudent advice to Zahir-ul-iMnlk, Chief of the Zengenehs and 
(lovernor of K'ermanshah, appetirs to have produced a good effect, and 1 have addressed 
a de.spateh to that ullieer approving his language as reported. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) CHARLES .\1. MARI.lNtl. 


Inelosure in No. l.S. 

Cttpltiin Uiitrorth to .Mr. .Morliiiy. 

(No. HI.) 

(Extract.) l\a.ir-i-Shirin, February'27, lt)(i8. 

HAOI D KH.\N tChief of the Kallmrs), when somewhat annoyed, told me that 
he had told /,ahir-ul-.\lulk (Commander on the fronlieri that he could take Khanikin in 
a da.v. /ahir-nl*Mulk immediately said yes, he knew it, hut the end 'of the alfair 
would he had. 

Il will thus he .seen that, lint for restraining iullneuce, there is little doubt that tho 
tribes would bring on war 


1 have several times impre.ssed on Zahir-nl-AIulk the necessity for miderstauding 
tint Persia could not in the end comiieto with Turkey, for more than that it is hopeless 
to -isk them to follow. It was, however, the first time that he acknowledged the tnitli 
of what I had said. Tho same day he told me he, knew it was only the fearot En,gland 
and Russia which itreventcd 'I’urkey taking any steps it wished to take. 

The people of the eountrv constantly ask me why, after the tonvention, do we 
allow the Turks to take Persian' lorrilory. Oiie gentleman even went so far as to tell 
me that wo were resixnisihle for Persia’s frontier. 

On hearing of the collecting of these Persian Chicf.s, I,.')(«) Redifs were called out 
for Khanikin. Mr Cattersel, returning to-<lay from Khanikin, to which town he had 
accompanied .M. Deville, tells me that it is full of soldiers, and that il is dillicult to 
obtain accommodation there. 


Mr. Marling to Sir lidward Grey.—(Received .dpril 13.) 

(No. 68.) 

Sir, Tehran. March 18, 1908. 

WTTII reference to my desiiateh No. t.o of the 0th instant, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith copies of further Aremoranda which have been exchanged between 
the Turkish and Persian Frontier Commissioners. 

Mohfashcm-os-Sultaneh’s responsive Itcraorandura seems elTcctivcly to answer 
the points raised hy Taher Pasha. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Cn.VRLES Jf. MARLING. 


Inelosure I in No. 49. 

Consul-General ll'rulis/aui to .\fr. .Marling. 

Vnai, Fehruary 22, 1908. 

riTf reference to my telegram No. l.S ol the 19th instant, I have the honour to 
herewith translations of the second .Memoranda exchangial between the 
1 and Persian Frontier Commissions. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) A. C. IVR.VITSLAIV. 


Inelosure 2 in No. 19. 

.Memoranda exchanged betveen the Turkish and Persian Frontier Commis.ei'ini rs. 


(Translation.) 

.VsswKu, d.ated the ]2lh Muharrem, 1321), to the Mcmor.andum presented on the 
.5th Muharrem, 1320, hy the Imperial Persian Commission. 

IT is well known that, in the same way as the delimitation of a frontier depends 
on Treaties, so, too,Treaties will annul and cancel one another according to their dales. 
Hut the places where we demand that the unjust interference of certain froulier 
ollicials in the name of the Persian (iovernment should he slopped are the Kurds i'.sir) 
within the Sanjaks of Shehrxur, Kurkiik, Rowanduz, Amadia, llakkiari. Van, and 
Dayazid. It was necessary for you to show some Treaty giving you the right to 
interfere in these districts. For the lllrd .Artiele of the Treaty of IMtd on which 
you rely concerns the territory !ind boundary of .stuleimanieh, Zohah, tind 
.'lohammitrah. It is in no way pos.sible that that Article should cover our sanjaks as 
recited above; it explains Article II of the Treaty. If it had concerned those 
districts it would have explained and delined their houmlaries. Consequently the 
sentence in your Memorandum to the elt'i'ct that “ in the last Trc.aty made hetwecii 
the two Powers, on the lOth .Icmudi-ul-.\kir, 1203, the delimitation of the frontier is 
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clearly set forth, ami if it be examined with the eye of equity there is not the 
sli-Ktesl room lor doubt,” can only refer to the boundary of Mohainmerah, Zohab, 
and Sulidinanieli; it cannot he made to imdude otiicr places. I'or it is an accepted 
rub* thrii doubt does not remove e<!riainty. Tltis beini; so. it is oblij^atory for the two 
I’oworN to pn.ve their rii'lit liy 'IVealy. Consctjuciilly we are a^'ain comi)clled to 
ri new oiir demand for an <*nd to he made of your wron^^ful interference with oui 
tribes and territory in (Im liva-:. kaza-;. uabiehs, an l villages of ivurdistan from the 
Saiijak of Hayazid’to Iho extnmiily of the Saujak of 8uleiiuanich, Kotur excepted. 

Fi’brufiry 2 (15), I'JOS. 


( 2 .) 

('rraiislation.) 

Rni'i.v, dat.'d the Mtli .Muliarrem, i:t-2<b to th(‘ Mcinonindum of the Imperial Ottoman 
(.'ommission dated the 12th .Ifuliarrem, 1320. 

'rilM (tttoman Commission limit the TTIrd Article ftf the 1Sfi3 Treaty to the 
ferritorv and houmlarv of Snleimanieh, Zohah, and Mohammemh, and consider it to 
h- the'cxplauatinn oV .\rticle II of the same Treaty. Ifavin" conihlence in the 
equity of the (’■uuinisvion, and knowini; tliat fliis decluratinn cannot- he due to a desire 
’to depart from jnsliee, I :nn wunpidled to attrihute it to a liiiscompreltension, and 
cousequentlv 1 invite the ()ttoman Commission to aijain call In mind tlie Hnd and 
1! li-d Artiefes i.f the abtresaid Treaty. In IVeaties whicli are the source of conduct 
<.f two Stales, redundant and ineffective expressions are always avoided. 

Sceinir that in Hu* lind .\rtielo of the Treaty of 18113 all the questions relating 
t»t Suleimanieli. Zohah, and Mohammerah are settled in a clear and (explicit manner, 
llieis* is mt room forllie interpretation tliat. an alu’id^ed Arltclo sliould ho taken as 
explainitii' so eate'^orieal and t-xpanded an Artitde. Resides this, there is no amhii^uity 
or liesitation ill the phiascolo^y of (ho 11 Iivl Articdt*, and it is obvious tliat the two 
INiwers di’sired to i-omph'tely wind up the claims they had on one another. Thus by 
(bis presiuit Treaty the twi) Contracting Parties state explicitly that they abandon 
their idher trrritorial idaims. Wtien they have spi'cially mentioned a plain uiider- 
takiiii' in plnascohi^'v free from amhimiity, to consider as mysterious an Article which 
is itM'lf fundainentai in the matter of nhandonini; territorial claims and to lay down 
that it is merely an explanation of the previous Article can he made to coincide with 
no rule. 

\N’c were waiting for nn explanation of tlie proofs of your Government’s right in 
the matter of the encroachments of your oflieiabs on the territory and boundaries of 
Itaneh, Serdt'shl, f/ihiian, Ushnn, Mergaver, Dasht. Tergaver, Haradost, and olsewhero 
wliieli hi'hini' to I’crsia, in order to complete your fir.st Memorandum in view of the 
sacred 'I’lvaly wliich a( present exists hetwoeii the two Powers. Hut not only have 
ycMi furnished no valid proofs, hut you {ihange the question and demand priKils from 
ii>. asserting that Pcisia has interfered with ICcrkuk, Howanduz, Amadia, Hakkiari, 
Van, and Itayazhb In consequenec of this dceluration, the Persian Commission is 
.iliiig,‘ii with great respect to ask from your honourable Commission proofs on two 
points instead of one: first, the unjusti'lled aggression of Turkey on the boundaries 
of ilie territory of provinces in the po.ssossion of l^ersia from of old; luul, secondly, 
the matter of IVi'siau interforenee in the above-named districts as mentioned in your 
Ab'iiinrandum. In this we expect from the equity of your honourable Commission 
that llie Treaty which is so plain between the States will not be removed from the eye 
of your attention and coiiscieiice. 


[12634] No. btb 

Mr. to Sir Edward Grey .—(Krceircd April 13.) 

(N.‘. fo.) 

Sir, Tehran, March 19, lOltS. 

WITH referonee to my telegram No, C2 of the 29th ultimo, 1 have the htuuiur to 
transmit the neeouipauyiiig copy nf a letli'r addressed to me by the Per>iaii Mini>ti r for 
K-- eiMi, AlTair- in re]»lv to a b tti'r aiiutaiuring llu' evacuation of Soujhoulak, in wlneli 
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his Kxcelleiiey gives expression to the gratitude of his Govcrmneiit for iho good ofitces 
of Tlis MajeMy’s Government in the matter of the Tureo-Persian frontier dispute. 

I have, A'C. 

(Signed) CHARLES .M. MARLTNO. 


Inclosurc in Xo. 50. 

Mushir-ed-Oowleh to ^^r. Marling. 

f’her M. Marling, Tehcrajit Ic Mars, 1903. 

T.A lettre qne vous avez bien voulu m’adresser, on date d’bier, m‘a fait grand 
plaisir, et je vous roraercie des nouvelles que vous m’y faites parvenir. 

J‘ai i>ri8 connaissance du fail 'pie vous m'eiioncez cn premier lieu, et j’on ai 
telegraphic la jKjrtw ii Mohtechem-es-SiiItaiieh. 

I/lieiireuse nouvelle. de I’evactialion de Saoudj-Riilagh que vous me eommuiiiqucz 
est eoiiforiiH* aux telegrainmes que j’ai r<\*ns de son Allesse le I’riiiee Einnnn Pinna. 
Je saisis eelic <K*easion pour vous renouvelor Poxpression di' la vIve reeonnaissance du 
Cbuiverneineiit Iniperial pour les Iwns oiricea du Goiivornoment de Sa Majeste Rritan- 
ni'jue. Le fioiiveriiement Persau y voit, aver joie, une nouvelle preuve de Pauiiti^ 
iualteralde et des relations cordiales rpii uuissont si heureiiscmtuu lo.s deux Etals. 

Agreez, &v. 

.Mushi r-ed- Dowleli, 
fSignd) M. HASSAX KHAN'. 


[12635] Xo. 51. 

Mr. Marling to ."Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 13.) 

(Xo. 01.) 

Sir. Tehran, .Varch 19, 1903. 

1 HAVE the honour to quote, for your information, the following extract from the 
weekly diary of His .Majesty’s Consul at .Mohuniiuei*ah :— 

“ February 13.—A new twin screw steamer, in sections, was lauded from steam- 
shift “ Talmristan,” for Naesery Company (Hajji Muin-et-'rujjar), shipped from 
Maiichester. She is for use on the Upper Karun.” 

Should this steamer establish a regular service on the Upper Kanin, in com¬ 
petition with the steam-ship “Sliushan,” a somewhat antiquated storii-wlieidor, it can 
hardly he doubled that the deficit on the working expenses of the latter vessel will be 
even greater than in previous yours, and that tlio dilUculty in recovering the amount 
of that deficit fi'um the Persian Government will be, if possible, increased. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES il. MAULING. 


112636] Xo.52. 

^ Mr, Marling to Sir F.dward Grey .— (Received April 13.) 

^ TVAran, A/arcA 21, 1908. 

Wrril reference to my telegram No. 50 of the 27th ultimo, I have the honour to 
repdrt tliat the question of the instalments due to the Ilakhtiara Khans from the Oil 
Syndicate in November and Eebrtiary last has now been settled. 'I’lie November 
instabueiil. of 23,5IK) krans has been jmid into the Chiefs’ ancouul at the Ispalum Hank ; 
of the i'obnmry instidinetit of 25,250 krans, the sum of kraiis 12,165: 14 has been 
paid by His .Majesty’s Vice-Consul |f» .Mes.srs. I.yueh on aecoimi, agaiiist tli<*ir road 
construetioii^ claim, while the balance* id krans 12,781:30 has been rotaiiicil by 
Captain Ltrimer against the Oil Symlieatc’s elaims for oompensalinn. 

raptain rzirimer, as I had the honour to reiKUl in my telegram alswe reh'rred to, 
considers it inadvisable to eu<U*avour to obtain the Khaii.s* assent t(» the payment of the 
[1530] I 
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guaHs l>y the Syndicate, and in view of his opinion, I have agreed not to press the 
proposal. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES Jl. MARl.lXG. 


112637] No. 53. 

Mr. Murliny to Sir lidirard Greij.—{Received .ipril 13.) 

Vo. 03.) 

' 1 11 'V 1 • Tehrmi, March 21 , 1!)08. 

I HAVE tlie honour to tran.smit herewith copy of a Mciiioraiidum compiled hy 
VI. < 'hitiri. Customs Uirectoi- at Uruniia, and forwarded to me througli Ilis Majesly’s 
Con.sulatu-Geueral at Tahrcez, giving an interesting account of the oi^dn and develop¬ 
ment • i| the present phase of the Turco-Persian frontier dispute on” the Isirders of 
Aseidjjtijau. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 


Inclosure in No. 5.3. 

Report furnithed hy M. Ch. Chiari, Director of the Customs at Urumia, to \l. Molitor, 
Director of Customs at Axerhaijnn, and communicated hy latter to Vice-Consul 
Stevens. 


(Confldcntiel.) 

'I’auris, Urumlah, U :J1 Decmhre, 1007. 

L H IS IOIKK dr rmvufluji. 'J uruue daim Ir.s regions d'Uniiniali rt dr Sa.tiijlmuluk 
prut SI* rlivisr.r, suivaiit 1 ordrr chronnlogic|Ur, rn ciiaj jjartica comprises dans \\u est'acr 
do sept amides. ' 

1. Orrujiatinii r]f Srm et Sardik. 

2. Invasion dr lioliidjan. 

•‘1. Agression dr za|itioiiH Itii'cs, aides pur Ir.s domestiqucs du Slieikli Sadik a 
Mrrgavar. Hasht, rt 'I'rrgavar. 

4. <,>crupalion do Sarduslit par les Kurdrs ismshtdaris rt Irs troupes re*mlit‘re.s 
Uttonmnr.s, ‘ 

.I. Moml.,'.i dement dn camp IVrsan Touli et invasion de Mergavar. Dasht et 
lergavar, Hraf|<<st rt I sliiiu jjitr Irs troupes reguli^rre Otloinaiies. 


1. Serii et •'^aidik wint den.x petits villages de la ])laine ile Bradost. en iiartie 
I'rMiiriite du Me ikh de Neochca. Noochea est tine petite province renominee iiar ses 
taUicH, an snihouest d Urumiah, .sur le territoire Turc au-delit des montagnes <le 
Mergavar el de I lasht ; le ehetdicu e.st tiiu' petite ville apjielcc Ncri, oil haliile le ,Sheikh. 

y a vingt-.se)it annei'.s le .Sheikh de Nisichea s’ai)i>elait Oljeiil-Cllah, mais ayant fait 
line iimiKionen Perse il fut la'Utgue it (’onstantin.i|ile, el son fils Sadik liii sucedda. 

est a Sheikh Saihk, homine Ires piiUsant, anssi riehe ipie ruse, (pii joiia tin granil rAle 
ilans iH’enpatinn luri|Ue tin terriloire tie la region irUrnniiah. Les villaoes tie Sero el 
Saidik se troiivont it H far.sakhs it I'oiiest de la ville d'Urniniah, it I'enlree tfiine vallee 
nui etmdnit a la vil e |■tln,ne de liadjergha et de kV it Dezza, chef-lien tie la plain.- ties 
tiliiavers. ( es villages eiai.mt tonjoiirs ciinsiileres eonuile faisnnt pariie tie rEiiinire 
1 ersaii. II y ii sept annees iV pen jird.s, iin Kurile—ie lie sais pas titiol eriiiie acconiiili 
en 1 nr.[tiie-etani ponrsnivi par la p.ilice, prit la fnito et vint se refni'ier A Sero Les 
mitoril.« tie lia.l|ergha eeriviit-nt ollieiellement all Gotiveriietir .rUruniiah pour obtenir 
exlraililion .In et.tipable. le G.tiiveriieur rdptm.lit .pie cette alfaire tie dependait lias tie 
111 Sent etani terriloire Tnrc. Le Sheikh tie Noochea, jirolitant de iWasi.iit, y lit 
lAtir en 1.0,1 tiite petite l.irteres.se tpii fut oceiipee ir.tbord par .Mohammed Agha, pi-re du 
lametix .lall.-r Agdia, et enstiile )iar line iH-titegarnison Tiiripn-. II v a eti apres heaueotip tie 
is.tn-parlei ssuriilaee, eiilre les ant.irilds ti rrinniah, le Sheikh, et lesatitoi-iteslUtomanes 
mats h- resultiit est .pie la gnriiisoii r.-ste tmijonra iV Sero, consi.ldrd coniine villape 
1 urc. (.ze tut le premier pus. " 


:n 

2. Au sud-ouest ot ouest <le S;ii»ujl)ouliik sr tr<»uvo la trilni Kurde, uuKsi puissiinir 
(pu* sanvage, dite drs Mangours, (pii jactrndrnl descrndrr (rune ancieiinr laiiiill • 
Anm^t.iriine-Mangoun. Ellr luilulr Irs vallia's aiix montugnrs Ires fcrtilrs en |’Aturag - 
niii sir trouvrnt (Irpuis unr heure de la ville dr Saonjljoulak justjiraiix iVontieivs <lr 
Ldndjan d’un cote ut le pays des Gobrics de l autre. 

Parmi res grandes trlluia Kurdes il y u toujoins plusieurs Ohels entre eiix souvrat 
rivaux et dunt la puissance depend du nombre (dus ou iiioins grand (prils ont de 
parenis, de richesst^s et dc domesti(jnes uinies. Uu de ces (.’hefs est toujours elioisi 
oflicielk'Hient par le Guuverneur de la region dr Satuijboulak et charge de rainassei’ 
les impots ; reUi devient ainsi le plus respeetd et le j)lus autoritaire. 

Ju.s(prk 1903, le Chef des Mangours utait un certain Hayazid Agha, ou Bevz Agha, 
inunmo trfes vaillant et de noble origine. autant <pie pent I’etre un Kurdc. Mats il tut 
reinplace par un autre Chef appele Hapira Agha. Ills dr Hamzid) Agha ; oe memo 
liamzrh Agha, qul commandait les troupes dt* Sheikh Olieid-UIlah lorstpie (pie celui-ei 
rnvahit la Perse et duvastu les regions d Urumiali. Saoujhoulak, ct Miundoah, ei (pii 
fut tin'pm I'Amir-i-Nazim de Tauris. Beyz Agha. comme ildit.so voyant prefeiv I** 
jiU (Tun tniitre, fr*»iss(5 duns son amour-propre (juitta, la Pense avec tons ses homines, 
et pas.sa en Tuitjuie. 

CV fut une rara avis <pii venait volontairemcnt se poser sur \v sol Turc <‘t d«»nt 
le G«»*ivrrncment protita. Kn effet Beyz Agha fut re(;u par les autorites avre 
honneur; on lui fixu unr pension m(*nsuelle et on lui donna le titre de Pa(*ha. 
Celui-ci, daccord avec M(»liammed Agha. Chef do Mainesh, fit coinj^rendref on dit, au 
Yuli dc Mos.soul (pie Lahidjan etait territoire Turc (pfil lidlait occuper. Le pretextt' 
d'une invasion mann militnri se presente avec la c(m8truction (hi la douane, construction 
ordoniiiiii par M. Leleux. 

Lihiiljan, dont le chef-lieu est Passva, 8 farsakhs ^ fouest dc b’aoujhonlak. est 
une r(*gion renomiimti jmr sesluistiaux et fexcellento (jualit<5 de h(; 8 fromagrs; elle a unr 
largeur de 7 farsaklis .sur 14 dr longueur et peuplee par les Kurdes, Piraiis et 
Mamesh. M. lA*leux, dans son ins[>cetiim uu niois d'Avril 1905, visita Ltliidjan, donna 
les ordres iiL'ces.saires el lixa la place jmur le lAtiim*!)! de la douane. Celt'* plae«* 
(itnit sur Ii? penchant du cl de Kaleehinkia, ipii sepure g(iogra{)hi(pU‘ment lu Persj* de 
la Tunpiie (*t fait partie du terrain du village de Tamartchian. M. T/“leux rentn’*a 
Unmiiali, BatVet Khan, l)irect(mr du Buniau, et Mohammed Amin Agha, Clicf des 
Piruns, lui tsrrivirenten dis;int (pie la place fixee netait pas lavorahle la construction 
a (-•uuso du maiKjUe d'eau et de pierri’S et a cause de la grande (pmntit(5 do noigt* 
tpii tomhe en hiver; on reeula alors remplacement de ])lus de 3,000 metres vor-s 
I'amarlchian et on eoinmem;a h* hatimunt. 

Assurer maintenant (pu* remplacement de la douane (5tait sur lo territoire Turc 
dapres la fi'oiitiere udmisc depuis la (N>nimiH.sioii d'Hrzeroum en lG3C/’cesl ahsurde, 
ear(n le village de Tamartchian est un des munbreux villages de Laliidjan, (h* C" 
Luliidjaii tpie tons les geographrs admettent (iommo Uirrilolni IVrsan, sejjure d.- l.i 
rurquie par les halites montagnes el ri’onliercs iiaturelhfsel siiillaiites des deux Kmpiivs : 
(2) le village de T-imartchiaii a Uuijtiurs paye les impots au (louvernenieni I’orsan : 
t3) Mohaminod Kmiii Aglia, gardo-frfniUijros i-l Chef des Piraiis (pii se tnaivcnt en Porso 
'■I en Tunpile, n’Coniiail luiuneme (pic 'raiimrtehian et ses (doiilotirs appartiennent ;i ].• 
iVi.si, cola est visible par nm? lettre (pi’il a eeriti* a M. Izcleiix el (pii se Irouvo dan.-- it s 
U’cliivcs de inch bureau; ( Il :i 3 far.‘(akhs do 'famartchian dt* I'antrt* (mle du col df 
Kalecliiiikia, (.*est*5i-(lir(: on Turtpiit.*, so iroiivo Ie villagt* do Sinve, liahiti.' par un faioi-ux 
Sheiki* Iviamal, veiuire par tons les Piraiis. Commo eeu.x-ei chatpK* aninje devraleni 
(Her i n pelt.*rinage cht?z lui, el comme le Gouvi?ruemoht Turc exlgt.'ait h s pa.ssepui ts d« s 
g(*ns dc Lahidjan, 'ramarieliian ctunpris, ptuir no pas impo.ser aux Pirans eeltc lonrde 
dcpciisc, Sijeikli Kiuinal vc-nail lui-iiiemt* cii terriloire Per.^aii ct se lixait dans Ii«s 
cii\irons dc Tamartchian aveese.^ (cities: (5) iiashid-uI-Midk, pi‘r.sonnage tivs habile d 
Irc.s an eourant do la region do Saonjistulak (pfil gouvernail, eerivail ii M. LeluUX Ic-, 
niois suivanis 

^ ".I'ai de iKMiveau teicgr.apbie (pie ff'iidroit (♦»! Ton liallt la douane est territoire do 
deSa .Majesto Imptb'iale !*• Schab ; si on refuse la pcrmissi(»n (loc(*ntinucr la(*onstruc'.ion 
• . . . les droits dc rKmpin* seituit h-Ws." 

Ccs( vcr.s Ic 7 Scratan, 1905, (pie cominoiH'.v la construction du batiment. 

La premien* alerte arrlvadii Ciouverncur Turc dc llowandouz, cbez letpicl sc Irouvait 
Beyz Agha. Le Gouvcriieur ucrivait une lettre uu Sheikh Kiamul on hii disuni avoir 
eitlendu (juu Mir lo col de Kaleehinkia on devait l>utir unu douuno: la construction 
C(jmmt*nc(jti il falluit 1 en avertir et il enverrait des soldats jKiur lu (kuiiolir. Kn eliel, 







verB lu 17 Aoftt, 1905, Alxliil Rahtiiim Biinljaslii, A la tiMa tie -10 Kiu-cles Maiigour et 40 
cavaliiTs 'I'lircs, laitiait cn IVrsa ut arrOiait la oustnir-linn dn iMtiiucnt, cn oniprisonnant 
le Directfinr Rjilt'cl Klian. 

Itasliiil-nl-Mnlk, (Jniivcrni.'iii- iln SainijlKmlak, c'crlvait nussiii'il il Mohammed Emin 
Agha ft aniivs ('liofa i[iio, si Ins Tore-, lie i|uittaicnt lias Ic tciTitoire cn vingt-qiiatre 
lieiii’i's, ils di'vaifiil etre C'lisideres eiunme |ii'isonnii'r.s lie guerre. 

Ahdiil Kiiiiiiian noiissa sa enl'.nn- Ju.-i|n'aii village de U.slinnreng, pres do I’assva. 
nil il Be Iriiiiva I II liiee du Kerreni Aglia, (ils d'Eiiiir-el-Ashair, JIaniesh, A present defunt, 
ipii III! til e.innaitre (|n'il no pmivait [las avancer ct liii iiitiina lie retourner eii Tnrquie. 
II s(. I’eiiia a Einveli ehez le Slieildi Kiaiiial. eii attendant de.s secours. En ee temps, 

i. vant attire lie .sen ente .Miilianiined l.inin Agiia et aiitres Chefs, il I'litra de nnuveau en 
I’ei e vers la fin de Septenihre iivee Izzetullah Hey, coliuie!, Ahdiillah liey CVimaean, 
.aielqnes tal i.iirs el qnelqiieK pieces d'artillerie. Les Tiircs n’installerent a Pirnsva, 
qii'ils gardeiil jiiwina pre.si'iil. 

:i. I." e .ntree.aip de eelte iieeiipation iie niaiiqiiii [ms de se faire hientAt sentir dans 
la regii.n d'l rnniiali, aiix Ir.iiitiiires de laqiielle nuns avions los hiireaii.x de .Mergavar, 
Itjeriiii, Erziiii el l’,rad".-t. 

.le e•■,.is qii’il ser.'iii plus legiipie de Ifs apneler hiireaiix de Mergaviir, llasht, 
l| ig.ii.'ir i-l llradost. ear 1 iji rnii est nn village de la petite province de Ifasht, Krziiii ini 
■.ida^edela pi'oiii. de leigaiar, et Meig.ii'ar et Hraiiost .sent en elles-niemes des 

j. eiii, iiro'.'iti -. s. A .M.-ruavar le l.iireaii se troiivait an village de Xerki, et ii llradost 
. ; village de llehie. 

.Meig.ivar, Il I e.st et a .'i liirsakhs -t'l rnniiah, est line plaine iiahitce par les Kurdes 
ll.ii'kis. qiii out pour Cher Kerim Khan. 

Iiasiii.aii Miid-oiiesI et a I fiirsakhs d'Criiniiali, est hahite par des Kurdes dits 
llegz.adelis el des Clialdeelis Xesliaiens, 

Heja ail inoisde Septenihre 1907 nos hiireaiix frontii-res etaienl atlaques souveni- par 
les Kurdes, siijets lillonians siirtoiit. An niois de l■V•vrier llioti, le Hirecteur de 
•Meigav.ir signalait la preseiiee deniissiiies'I'lircs et de Sheikh Sadik jaiinii les llarkis, 
qiii lie yoidaii'iit II la fin pins eoiileret I'tre soiiniis ii Kerim Khan, fiditle il la I’er.se. Le 
tto .\yril, I9ni;, III! eerliiin iioiiihre lie zaptiehs, aides par les doniestiqiies du Sheikh, 
ei.traieiil II Mergaviir. ehassaieiit les employes de In dniiiine, et raniaR.saient le.s inipi'it.s. 

I.e t;s I'Vviier de la nieme lienee iin certain llirahini liey iivec DO soldats et autaiit 
d 'loinnies dll .Sheikh enlinil ii Itjeinii, di'chiiuit le diupeaii d'e la douaiie, et. chassait les 

elliployes. 

I.. 97 .\viil. Itmil, le Direeii'iir d'Krzini .signalait I'arrivee de Kiazini Hev iivee 

e‘ soldats ... de Sero. I Is inspecterent 'rergiivar, en poiissant jiasqii’aii village de 

Kliidkhoiir, a 9 far.sakhs d I riiniiah, village dans leqiiel les Turcs out installil diTiiiere- 
iiieiit la doiiiine. Kiazini liey retoiirna ensiiite le 1" Juin, en chaasant Ic Diiectoiir et 
hs eihpleyi'ls de la doiiane. 

A pliisii-irs leprises les employes de lirndo.st furent chas-ses de Ilehio, surtoiit le 
17 .Sepienihre, Itmi;; tiiisiint alors tonelion d'inspeeteiir, je siiis allii les retahlir a 
le Ils postes. niais le ID .Mai. 111117, ils furent delinitivement eha.s,ses et rentrerent il 
I'riiniiah. 

I. lies iiioiiiiignes ariihs de llradost, paiir aiiivre I'ordre chroiiologiqiie des eveiie- 
ineiits, il faiit Veils Ininsporler niaintenant, M. le Directeiir Provincial, dans ce pays si 
he.iii et si lieheeii loiets et en niines, qiii loiige la lliviurc de Kehiss au midi et au.x 
points eMivines lie lolre proviiii'e. hahite [lar les Kurdes Melkaris et appeli; le ]iavN do 
Sarih’sht, laaie Siiissi' oii Italie de rAzerhaijan. Dans nia derniure inspection, inalgre 
la deli'iise dll t •oiuerneiir el du I tireeteiir de Saoiiihoulak, ahandonnif au coinmeiicenient 
de III rente par line partie de eavalieis ipii ni'iiecompiigiiaieiit, apres avoir traverse non 
.sans danger le pays dis Maiigonr.s et des (lohrics, j eiitrai le 99 .luiii, 1907, ii .Sardesht, 
oil je (roiivai nil lertain Kaintii .\gha. Chef do la trihii des Poushderiens, sujets 
(It tomans. 

('e grussier pi'isoniingc inVnvoya aussitot I'ordre de quitter, disait-il, le territoire 
Tnre. me nienavant de me faire sortir par foree. et comiiie il comprit que ses menaces no 
iiiayaient pas du lout elliave, il .se Ihiiiiii ii mo dire ipi il aiiriiit ecrit au Eerik Pacha, de 
l.ahidian, diiquel il altyiidaU des oidres, .le eonslatiii, en ell'et, que cet honiine eorrespoii- 
dait alee le Kerik. niais iivaiil rarrivi'-e de la repoiise ,j'avais diij.h qilitte lo iiays. Les 
soldats Tiire.s se troiivaieiit poiiriiint ii deux heiiivs au iiord-oiiest de Sardesht. oeeiqies ii 
eMraire dll iiiinerai d'or des riehes niines dll villiige irAgalan, Uii mois iiprii.s nion 
inspi.etion il Sardesht le.s troupes reguliores (fttomanes y I'aisaient leiir entree. He 
I'l tour h t riiniiah. je passais en eotoyant Lihidjan par ITshmi; je trouvais en route Piirteiv 
I a'ha. ipn iiispei-aii de hiiii la ]ilaine de Souldouz et eiivinms el, suit dans les Maniiisiis, 
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Boit dans les zarraliB d'Ushuu, j'ai pu eonstater I’influcnce produite en eux (uir lea 
toissairesdu Goiivernement Ottoman, dont la politique a toujoui-s consists it s attirer 
d’abord la bienveillauce et I’appui des tribus iiomades et ensuite it iiitervemr 

oflloiellenient. . . , 

5. Les Begzadehs de Dasht. accuses d avoir assa.saini< en 1904 le missioiinaire 
LaWee, sujet des Etats-Unis, dtnient devenus trhs hostiles au Gouvernoment Pei-san, 
qui cher’chait it les punir. II n’v avait aucuno borne il leurs pillages et meiirtres. La 
poiiulation d’Urumiah, fatiguce, ilemanda et ohtint d’eiivoyor uno armfe sous les ordres de 
Majd-es-Saltaneh pour puiiir ces Dashtis, et leur laire ])aver aussi la somme que le 
Gouvernemout AnnSriciiin deniandait. Ceux-ci, it l’a))proohe des soldats Persans, se 
retirferent sur les montagnes escar|ji(es de Dasht oit le canon no pmivait^ les atteindre. 
Les iKiurparlera commenchrent ainsi entre le camp et les Kurde.s. Miiis eeux-ci d’un 
autre cAtd entretenaient des relations iivec les aiitoritds Ottomanes, leur taisant 
compiendrc qii'ils btaient innoiients et iiijiislement persecutes par les Peranns, leurs 
ennemis de religion, les Kurdes litinit Sunnis coniine les Ottoinaiis. Ils imploniiont en 
memo temps In .secours des nrmees 'I'lirqiies. Le 91 .luillet. 19i>7, nyanl lejii I'ordre de 
la Direetion Provinciiih- do retahlir le paste-troiitiore, je iiie rendis au_ 011111 ) 1 , de lit 
il Erzini el h Bradost. En allnnt ii Erzini je jiassais |iiir un village iijqiele Khiiiiie, it deux 
et demi heures du cam)). Lii ,je trouvais reiinis toils les Haahlis, cl en allnnt aussi il 
Bradost je rencontrai uiie viiigtaiiie de cavaliers Turcs allanl .\ Khaiiiii. ce qui me 
conlirma dans I'idc'e quo j’avais que los Dashtis entretenaient des relations aver, les 

(Jit.. Arrivii le 94 ,luillet il Bradost, j’a])))renaia ()ue six eanons avec (lyatro 

labours )iartaient de Hadjergha pour dtre le 39du niAme mois i\ Mergavar. En ell'et, le 
1*' Aol'it les trotqies Turques venant ih* Mergavar homhardaient le 011111)1 Persan qui so 
trouvait dans le village de Touli il Dasht, el jirenaient possession de Mergavar, Dasht, 
Tergavar, et Bradosi; les enqiloyds de ces deux deriiiei-s bureaux, nouvellement rdor- 
giiiiisus, renlrfircnt cn ville. 

Le 92 Uctobre, 1907, le Directeiir d'Ushnu devait aussi quitter son poste. Le 
hical de la douanc otait occiqiejiar les Turcs, L'instalhition de douaniers dans io village 
de Kidkhoiir, it deux heures de la ville (rUriimiiih, est le dernier fiiit. de rocciqiation 
Ottoniaiie. L’entriie des tribus Mnngours h Saoujhoiikik e.st )ieut-Atre le preliniinaire 
d'liiie occiqiation ))ar les ariiiees Tur<)ues, il moins que la (’ommission Peraine ne 
fissi' les remoiil rance.s nceeS'iaires il la Commission Tun )Ue. Los jioiiiqiarliTS entre les 
iiieiiihres lie ce.s deux Coinmissions out dejii eoninieiiee ]iar ilerit; mi es))ere auasi qii'ils 
c.iiiinieneeront hieiitot de vivo voix ilans Urumiah on .sea environs. 

Ut Direeteur Ini. lies Doiiiines, 

(Sigiie) CIL CIII.VHL 


[12638] No.'hi. 

Mr. .Marliny lo Sir Kilirnril Grey.- {Urreivnl April 13.) 

(No. 01, Confidential.) 

Sir, Tehriin, Mtircli 91, IffftS. 

I Il.tVE the honour to transmit herewith a .\leinoniiiduin pi'i'jiared hy 
Mr. Loraiiie ))iiinting out the desirability of settling definitely the whole question 
of .Messrs, Lynch's elainis against the Ikikhtiari Khans, and suggesting Hint the 
)ires|.nl eoiijiineliire may |ierha|is oll'er a siiilabh' iKicasion f'lr the )uir|)osu. The 
Memoraiuliini gives so liieid an ex)iosilion of the two iioiiils at issue—viz., (I) that 
Jlessr.s. Lynch are I'lititleil |.) elaini 12 ))er eenl. on arrears instead of (i lier eent.; and 
(2) that the linn should he reeouiied the :i,00()/, ex]iendeil in the original eonstruelion 
of the road in exee.ss of the e.stiinate ol 5,.a0i)/. aeee]ited by the Khiius that further 
ex)ilanatiou would he useless. Hut 1 would venture to exqiress the o)iinion that, asi 
I'. g.irils (1), 12 |)er cent, is so univer.sally recognized as being the. ordinary and 
niodi'iiile lute of interest in this country, that in redueing the rale to 0 )ier eent. an 
exees.sive reganl was shown lo the Khans, and one which was )ir.diahly interpreted 
as weakness; while as regards (2) there is little doubt that the esliinale of .■),.")()()/. 
was coininunieated to the Khans wit hold j)ro))er authority having been given hy 
.Messi-s. Lynch to their agent to quote it as a liiial and definite figure. .Messrs. Lyneli 
would therefore iqiiiear to have strong moral grounds for elaiming coiiipeiisation on 
b'ltli, iiiit more esjieeially on the second o! these counts; and the res)ionsibility for the 
[I.Afiil' is 
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loss to the firm lies very close to the door of the Le^iition. But, without the assistauee 
of Ills .Majesty's Uji^ution, Messrs. Lynch cannot press their claims aj'ainst the Khans 
from ulioni the cjunpensation is perhaps in equity due; and on the^otlu'i* hand the 

l.(''aiK»n, by its past action, is precluded from takinit action except at the price of 
losing ihe <!onii(lence o( the Khans. 

In tlieso (drcum.stances 1 submit that the solution siiiroj^sied l>y Mr. Loraine, viz., 
ini.t in consideniiion for the claim for the hii^her rate of interest hcinit dropped 
.Messrs, Lynch .sliall reecivc the 3,0(H)/. claimed by them uiuler the second heading’, the 
IM. ds to he supplied from Imperial and Indian sources, is as lavoiu^iblc as can lie 
loi ad. Taking the two points on their merits, the proposed enmpromi.so mij'ht even 
he indjit'd to he unjust to .Messrs, Lynch—it will assuredly he so considered hy 
liiein ; Imt, on the other hand, they eannot rc<jover from the Khans, and are, indeecf, 
virtually oiili'^efl to accept any olfcr whiidi 11 is .Majesty’s {government may sec (it to 
make lliem. Some consideration is, however, ilue to tlnmi for the work tliey have 
done in opcninir up the Ahwaz route, Imt 1 venture to tliink that the sacrifice whicli 
I Nu^ifcst that lli.s Maje.sty's (lovcrnment slioiild accept to setth* the above claims 
will tully iliscltar^e the del>l cd' u:ratitu(ic we may owe to tlie lirm in (jucstion. In 
this ''onncelioii I take leave to refer you U> Captain l/irimcr’s despalchcs Xos. (»72 ami 

of the Jill and 11th Dettcmher, 15)07. respeclively (inclosed in Sir (J Sprin'y-liicis’s 
dcspulch No. 10 of the I2lh Kehruary, 15)07), in wliieh the former animadverted with 
some severity on tiie lack of ener£fy and enterprise displayed hy .Messrs. Lyncli in 
developin''ilieir business in these re:;ions. Similar eomments have more than once 
hei'M made to me of late—notably by the Uussian Minister and tlie Administrator of 
Cuslnms—which s(?em to show that the ociieni! oiiinion in Bersia is that .Messrs, l^yiieh 
havi! tailed to make adequate use of their opportunities. U is hardly necessary for 
mi! to point out that so ion*' as Messrs. Lyiieh are in a position to complain that their 
claims Itir sums e.xpcndcd ai*c i^nonal liy llis Majesty's (iovernment it is impossible 
to draw their alUtntion to their shorl-coiniiijrs with any force, a course whicli is most 
dcsJiiihle if, in the face of throatcniiig (icrinan com}>etition, we arc to retain tlie 
Hupi-emacy of our eonimercial iiilluencc in 8outli-\Vcsteru Persia. 

1 have, 4.\:e. 

(.Signed) CUAKLKS M. MAULING. 


Inclosure in No. 01. 

Mcinoi'tnnluin fnj Mr. I.oruinr on Mrssr.i. Lynch's (Uniin.'< aijain.sl the Jhtkhtiari Khnns m 
n’sfircl of ilir Construction of the Alncnz'^lspnluni Road. 

.\S reported in .Mr. .Marline’s despatch No. t»2 of the 21s( March, the Uakhtiari 
Klinns have made a furtlier payment on account of about 12,51)0 kmns against this 
claim. 'I'liere is some ixxisoM to hope that, in the present ti^mperof the Khans, the 
claim (see Mr. .Marling’s despaleh No. 12 of the 27lh .lamiary last) will he settled in 
full, it wuiild not do to count upon such an eveiiluality, hut it is possible, in view of 
the Khans' assurances. 

The moment, therefmv. seems not inoppiirtune for raising the whole question of 
the Khans’ indebtedness to .Me.ssrs. Lyne.h. 

Li’t us sn)>)io>e iliat the present claim is fully met. .Are wc any nearer to a 
eoneliisiun satisfactory to all jiartics? It would appear that ue aiv not .Messr.s. 
lA’iieh are more tlmii likely to refuse a i*eeeipt in full, on the grounds that they have 
abandoned their claim neither to 12 percent, interest on overdue payments nor to the 
3,(HH)/. over and above the estimate given hy -Mr.'faylor of 0,5U0/. tSliould .Messrs. 
Lynch take this line it would place the U'gatiim in nu unfortunate position m-fi.r/.v 
tlie Khans. Un' tlie claims have been presented with its authority and hy n Consular 
otheer. If. iherefon*. the Klians meet them they will he disagrtvahly surprised, 
and with some justice, if they are not given a diseliarge in full. They will complain 
to the Legaiidii, ami their complaint will he, in equity, uimnswemhlc. 

It is therefore most desirable that a delinite agreement should he reaelieil 
with .Messrs Lvneh in order to forestall the possibility of a situation such as I 
havi* outlined aI>ove~a situation which could not fail to react unfavourably upon 
our general relations with Ihe ('hiefs and consequently upon the interests of ihe ()il 
.*^yndieate. 
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Messrs. Lrnicli's contentions are, I understand, brieliy 

1. 'I'hat 12 |)er cent, is the usual rate in I’orsia in similar circumstances. 'I’liis 
statement, as far as it "ocs, is iicrfcctly correct, and in the ab.sence of any reference in 
their Agreement with the Khan.s to a rate of intcre.si ollaa- than that on caintal 
expenditure they arc on fairly sti-ong ground. 

2. That the estimate of .5,500/. was a lignre mentioned in an unguarded moment 
hy-Mr. Taylor, and one which ho was not aulhorized hy liis ])rineipals to ipiote {see 
I'Visian Transp<al (lomiiany to Foreign Olliee, Uece’mher .«, 1901.); Ihe Comiiany, 
therefore, decline to he committed hy his slaUunenf. In this ease tlii'y are teehniealiy 
in a very weak jaisition. llis Arajesty’s Government have deeidetl to disallow the 
chiini. and tlu' Legation, in its eapaeity of impartial ialerinediary Itidwecn the Com|)nny 
and tlie Khans, has not hecn aide to press on the latter a claim which lliey repudiate 
wiili some justification. 


There is, however, no douht whatever that tlie ex]H-nse 1ms aetiiallv heen incurred 
liy (he fumpany, and tlmt the 3,000/., plus interest, will have to lie written olf as a, 
elear loss unless jiayment is niiule from some other (|uarter. 'J'he read has 
umiouhtedly heen ol value to liritish inlcivsls. and though llis Maji'sly’s Onvenimeut 
eaii he held hy no ohlieation to iudeumiry the Company for ilieil- loss, to grant 
eompi'UNitioii, as an act of grace, and as a iveognilioii id' the firm's work as pioneers 
of Hrilish enteria-ise in a regini; whore the exleu.siou .if itritisli iiillueiieo was 
politieaily dosiralde, would ereato a most favouralde impression, and lay the spectre 
of a (|uesti(m which may easily prove a fruitful source of friction in the future, 

I am aide to stale that Cagdaia lairimer eoucurs in tliis view. 

The silimtioii then appears, from tlie infonimtion availalile at this Legation, to 
he that, on the one hand,-Me.ssrs. Lyncli maintain their claims on the two points to 
which I have alluded; on tlie other, that llis Maje.sty’s Government are aver.se from 
ahandoning their rulings on those two points. 

It lyould seem that nothing loss than a comjileto reconsideration of tlie i|Uestioiis 
at issue is likely to reconcile llio two points of view. 

Loeal eonsiderntions, as I have endeavoured to show iilmvo, slrouglv indicate Ihe 
(lesiral)ility of such a reconciliation. 

1 venture to suggest, with all due resiicci, a liasis upon which a eoiuiu'omise 
might he elTceled :— 

1. Messrs. J.yneh to ahaudon tlieir claim to interest id, tlie rate of 12 iier cent, on 
overdue sums. 

2. 'That (lie sum of ;!,()0()/. he jiaid to Messrs. Lyncli, as mi iici of grace, from 
Iuigieriai Iuuds, tiie liritish iiiul Indian ttoverumeuts each eoutrihuting a lucietv. 

3. I hat Mejisrs. Lynch, in that ease, aliauduu aiiv claim for iutere.st on Hu* 
3,000/. 

1. That Messm. Lyncli uiiilertake to give the llakhtiaii Kliiins a discliarge in 
tall lor all fully met claims ns made oat on (he now e.-(iil)lislie,! hasis. iiiul as 
presented to tliem hy the eompeteat Consular iillieer, under iu*.trMelieus fiMai iliis 
Legation. 


TrlmiK, Mmch 22, 1908. 


(Si'guetl) I’KKCV L. Ltilt.Vl.Ni:. 


i 12639] Xu. 35. 

Hr. MurHmj In Sir Kihniril Grei /.—{Keceired .-Uiril l.J.) 
iN'o. T.5.) . • 

,, '/’e/iriiii, lUarc/i 21, 190.8. 

1 IIAVF, the honour to report tliiil the Freneli l■■iuaueild Adviser arrive.l in 
I' hian on the 22iiJ instant, ami was hrought to eall on me hy the French .Minister lie* 
I" lowing day. lie laid already heen taken to aeo the Kiis.sim’i .Minister, who has sime 
told me that he was very favouiahly Impn ssed hy -M. Uizol. 

M. de Ilnrtwig said that he had reeeived a copy of the “ iottre ile serviee" 
luraislied to .M. liizol hy the I'reneli Minister of Finanee, ami Hint it was in everv wav 
sulisfiieiory, Hy its terms .M. Uizot is (illieially miaeheil to the Freneli Legation, aii’l 
IS further instruct.‘d^ to eoiisult the Hrilisli and Itussiaii Uepresetilulives on all .juissiioa.*.. 

M. ilo In Martini.re would naturally have iiresenl.*.! .\l. Ilizot to the I’ersian 
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^liniBtfrs for Foreign AfTnirs and Financa liefore coming to M. de llartwig and myself, 
l)ut tlieir F.ieellencics were nnalile to receive ofiicial visits on account of the religious 
mourning of the “ Arbaain." 

f liavc, iSc. 

(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLKG. 


ri2640] ■ No. m. 

Mr, yfiirlinij to Sir FAiwnrd Gnti.—[llrreivrd April 13.) 

(No. 00.) 

Sir, Tehran, March 2-t, 100'^. 

it.A.Il .MUI\-i:T-TF.l.T.\li called recently at the Legation and asked for 
explanations on certain points of Me.s.srs. Ellinger’a proposal for the formation ol a 
Company to work his t'oinression of the red oxide mines on Hormuz Island. 

I hclieve that I was able to make the main lines of the proposal clear to him, hut 
there ivere two i|nesl!on.s on which 1 could not .satisfy him, viz., whether it could not. he 
arranged that the dchentnres could he paid olf progressively instead of at the fixed 
date, .’list Deeemher, T.llt), and, secondly, whether the “pnrehase money and shares," 
of wliieh .Messrs. Kllinuer arc to take 10 per cent, in cash and shares, include, hesides 
the htt.OOO/. dehentur,'.-, and the d.o.oOO/. oixiinary shares, the 10,000/. 8 per cent, 
preference shares. ,Muin*et-TiiiJar .said he had already written to Messrs. EHinger on 
these iniints. 

I did not gather from our interview' tiiat the Main is hy any menus eager to come 
to an arrangement of the kind .suggested ; not that he aiipears to he discontenteil with 
the terms, hut hceause he fears that, hy converting his Conee.ssion into a Rritish 
C’ompany, he will he placing himself in the power of this Legation, and that wc should 
he able to bring pressure to hi.'ar on him in other rpiestions where his interests conflict 
with tlnrsr* of Itritish suhjerds, as, for instance, those of .Messrs. Lynch. For a Fersian, 
of course, Hindi a point oi* view is ipiite natural, and it is diiiieult to persuade them that 
His .Majesty's I loverniiieui are not in the hahil of using methods of this kind, and it 
is nnlortiiinitely the fact thal there are lailf-a-dozcn ca.sesin the settlement of which this 
Legation linds it.scif op|iosed hy the Miiiii, 1 told him that once the Company w.is 
formed, the Legation would lie legally hound lo give it its best protection, and that so 
long as theri? were Itiilisli sharehohlers in the concern he could trust them at all events 
to -e,' lhat their interests were properly eared for. He had had dealings for many 
years with .Messrs. Ellinger. and, if he had the same coiilldeiicc in them lhat they 
repn.sed in him, he need feel no uneasiness, hut tliat they would safeguard their joint 
intere.sls to the best of their ability, and .see that the concern obtained the as.siBtauce 
and protection lo which, as a Hritish Company, it would he entitled at the hands of His 
M ajesty's 11 overnmen t. 

As I said before. .Miiin et-'l'ujjar seems fairly contented with the terms olfored, 
and, if .Messrs. Ellinger are ready to satisfy him on the two points mentioned in the 
earlier jiart of this despateh, I believe lhat the he.st chance of hriiigiiig him to enter 
into the eomhination will he to persuade him thal he can count on the fullest measure 
of oiir snpporl and that we shall not and eaiiiiot, in respect of other i|UCstions, make any 
inipro))er use of the position of depemleiiey on us in which he will be placed as regards 
the tt.xide t'onipany. 

From what he has told Ahhas Kali Khan, there can he no doubt that .Miiiii-ct- 
Tiijjar is ihinkiiig of .some similar airangemeni with a German house, presumahly 
.Messrs. Wotiekhaiis, and it is i|mte possible that his cold reception of -Messrs Ellinger’s 
propo.sals may he no more than an attempt to extract more advantageous terms hy 
pretending lhat the Cierinaii oiler is more prolitahle, hut I am myself iiieliie il to 
believe that for once the Miiin has given lln' *1110 motive of his altitude. He has, I 
know, npproaclied the (lerman Legation with regard to another enterprise, and was 
very likely iiiueli impressed with the big talk of the lleiinan I'harge d’.illaires, and it 
is ipiile eonceivalde that he has been persuaded that it will he better lo place his oxide 
foiicession under the protection of a Rower known to he inakiug speeitil etlorls to 
extend its eomiiiereial iiilere.-ts, rather limn under that of Great Rritain with whose 
l.euatioii he might he hroiight into conllict on issues quite loreigii lo thal of iho Oxide 
t’ompany. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) GHAllLES M. MARLING. 
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No. 57. 


Mr. Marling lo Sir Edward Greg.—{Received April 13.) 

gjj.^ ^ Tehran, March 2,5, lOOS. 

AVITH reference to my despatch No. .">8 of the 18th March, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith copy of ’a despatch from Mr. Consul-General Wratislaw forwarding 
translations of further Memoranda exchanged between the Ottoman and Persian 
Commissioners at Urmia, and giving a short review of the work of the Commission up 
till the time that negotiations were sus|iended by the departure of Taher Pasha for 
Serai on the 2nth February. .Mr. AVrntislaw also makes some obsei'iilioiis on the 
personality and qualification of ihe two Chief Commissioners which I must confess 
convey to im- a far less favourable impression of Molilashcm-ea-SiilInneh than that 1 
received from his telegram No. 22 of the fith March, and ii seems probable that there 
is not so much divergence of r pinion bet ween him and M. Cherkaasolf mi the inerita 
of the Commissiouer.s as 1 had been led lo believe. He also makes inentioii of 
Mohtashem-es-Sidlaneh’s Persian cnlleagiies, of whose existence I now hear i'or the first 
time. Indeed, the Miiiislei for Foreign Atfairs, whom I specially interrogated on this 
point, informed me that .Mohlashem-es-Siiltaiieh was the sole Persian Delegate, and his 
Excellency .said further that all negotiations were earried on between Taher Pasha 
and .Mohlashem-es-8ultanch alone. -Mr. W'ratislaw's Report, however, seems to indicate 
that at least the two junior Turkish Delegates are present at the meetings ot the 
Commission, 

1 have. fu\ 

(Signed) CHARLES M, .MARLING, 


P.S. .March 25.—1 have since received the reply of the Persian Government to oiir 
idenlie note and I have the honour to inclose translation thereof. The reply seems lo 
me 10 he quite as satisfactory ns could he expected ; il is at all events a strong exiacssion 
ol gratitude to the two Powers for their successful endeavours to obtain the evacuation ol 
Soujboiilak, and implies a reliance -if not an exclusive reliance—on similar favours fioin 
the two Powers in the future. 

C. M. M. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 57. 
Connui-General IVralielaw lo Mr. .Marling. 


(No. t. Confulential.) 

Sir, Urmi, March 2, 1908. 

I I LAVE the honour to inclose herewith translations of the third Memoranda which 
have passed between the Turkish and Peiaiian Frontier Commissioners, dated the 
17th Miiharrem (20lh February) and 10th .Muhnrreni (22nd Pehriiary) resiiectivcly. Some 
further letters have since been exchanged, but I have not yet received copies of them, 
and 1 understand that they arc merely oi' a recriminatory character and do not in any 
way elucidate the question at issue. 

As reported in my telegram No. 21 of the 2!)lh February, the f Ittoman Commissioners 
have ahrnptly left Urmi, and I take the opporliinily of this siispeiision of negotiations 
to review the labours of the Cominission at greater length than 1 have been able to do 
by tidegraph 

During the three weeks that Taker Pasha lingered at Halit near Urmi some 
informal eouimiinicalions passed between him and the Persian Commissioner, priiieipally 
ennei rniiig Ihe scope of Ihe Commission. At iiist Taher Pasha declared that his mission 
was limited to an inquiry into the events conneeted with Jlajd-es-Siiltanch’s expedition 
til Tergaver and his expulsion from t hat district hy Turkish troops, hut he finally confessed 
that ho was empowered to enter into the qiiestiou of the frontier generally, and it was 
agreed that the scope of the Commission should be unlimited. 

The delay at Hahi was partly due to the late arrival of Daniel Pasha and Ali Nadir 
Pasha, the two principal military incmhers of the Turkish Cominission, and partly to 
ditfercnces of opinion regarding the lodging to he provided for the Turks. Roth sides 
ehanged their minds so often and so needlessly regarding this point that il was dillicult 
[L58tlJ L 
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to nn<lerstan(l what their respective wialies really were ; hut at last, ou the 2fith January, 
the Turkish Cnniinisaion came to ITnni, anil were installed in a house not far Iroin that 
inhahiteil hy Miihteshem-cs-Sultnnch. 

After several days wasted in the inevitable calls, the Turkish and Persian Oom- 
inissioners met to discuss the manner in which their ncKotintions were to be conducted. 
\luhtesh('in-es-Sultaneli ])roiio.sed that the Turks should lend oil with a Memorandum 
K’niini' their case, and that he should reply in writiii;;. and that fliev should Oion meet 
for verbal discussion of the points raised. J'his procedure was accepted hy Taher and 
was followed throughout the brief life of the ('ommis.sion. Muhtoshem-cs-Sulianeh 
made a point of 1 he Turks beginning, thus giving them the deal and the declaration, 
and forcing himsidf to adapt his game to ttieirs, wiiich would appear to have been an 
iTror in judgment as things turned out. For Taher Pa.sbn in his tirst Memorandum .did 
not enter into the details ..f the alfairs at all, but simply give a list of aneient 'I’reaties 
w hich, according to him. banded “ Kurdistan " to the Turks, and .Muhtesham-cs.Sultanch 
was oliliged to reply on the same lines, pointing out that .Article 111 ol the most recent 
Treaty, that couelulled at Krzerotim in 1847, barred all territorial claims cxceptitig those 
mentioned in Artitile II of the same Treaty. The Turks replied, asserting tliat 
Article III only referred to the districts mentioned in Article 11. and demanding that 
the Persians should cease their intertercncc wi b ‘our tribes .ind icrri'ory” in the 
districts of Kurdi.stan from Itayazid to Kuleimanicb inclusive. .Mubteshem.es-Sultamdt 
answered, amplifying his former argument and retpicsting T.iher Pasha to c.xplain the 
“ interference■’ of the Persian (lovernment in Ottonuin territory. 

In his reply, somewhat arrogant in tone. Taher stated that as the Persian Commis¬ 
sioner ■•relie(l exclusively" on Article 111 of the Treaty of Hrzcroum, the interpretation 
of this was a matter for rel'wencc to their respective Governments, and that 
meanwhile he reiterated his doinaud for abstention from interference with “ latr 
Kurds.” 

Mubteshein-es.Sultaneh hastened to reply that he by no means exclusively rclii.d 
on Article III (d' the Treaty id' Erzeroiim, but bud merely followed the lend of the 
Ottoman Commission in limiting his replies ic the point,s raised by the latter. He 
pointed out that Taher Pasha had not yet entered on the real object of the Commission, 
whicli bad been appointed to investigate Persian—not Turkish —complaints of aggression, 
and exprcs.sed his di.supi)ointuient at the inequitable altitude of the Uttoman 
Commission. 

This host .Memorandum was dated on the 1‘Jih .Muharrem {2.lrd February), and 
Taher had already mnile up his mind to depart. He called on me on the 
21st I’ebruary, and informed me that he considered that his mission was accomplished. 
The Ptrsians, he said, had accepted his view that the frontier question must be settled 
according to Treaty, and that as neither of them was competent to decide on the right 
interpretation to be placed on Article Ill ot the Treaty of Krzeroum the matter must 
be left to their Governments to settle. It was, therefore, no use his staying on at 
llrmi, and he proposed to leave on the 25lh. Hy some processor reasoning, which 
I was unable to follow, he seemed to think that he had achieved a notable triumph and 
was quite jubilant. 

I pointed out to bim that the frontier (pieslion was not oidy not settled, but Imrdly 
touched cu, ami llml in any case bo had no business to lake himself olf without asking 
permi.s.sion fro i. Couslantiniqde. 1 warned him that if he broke up the Commission us 
lie pioposed to do, the inevilablc conclusion would he drawn that Turkey and Per.-ia 
had shown tbemseivcs unable to settle their dilfcrcnce alone, and that results regrettable 
from his point of view might lollow. He replied that everything would pan out all 
right, and that he should certainly start. I then urged him to give me his word not to 
set out before the 28|h Pebruary, thinking that a week would be ample time for me to 
communicate with His .Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantiuople, and fer instructions to 
be sent to him to remain at Urmi if such a course was considered dc.sirable. After 
considerable ilenmr, he finally gave mu the rc(|uired promise. 

1 saw Taher Pasha again lour limes before his departure and repented my 
|■enlonslranees without the slighte.st rc.sull. He told me that whatever happened hu 
would nut return to Grmi, where be had been must uncomforlnhle in the unsatisfaelory 
lodging provided fur him. He said he could not ahido Muhlesliem-c8-8ultanch, who 
had started persecuting the Sunnis in Urmi as .soon ns the Turkish Cummis.siuu arrivid, 
just to show his contempt for the latter. In the, to him, unlikely event of his being 
ordeied to re-uiiie the negotiations the Commission must meet elsewhere, say at 
Dilinan or Kiihneh Sliehr in Salmas, it not somewhere in I'urkey. Altogether he 
showed himself a very narrow-minded and obstinate old genllenian. 
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I should add that I have no knowledge of tne persecutiou of the ° 

be'refers though the considerable influx ot tMimii Kurds from Hie south mto 
Ihc town’during” the stay of tiie Turkish Commission caused the townspeople some 

O^u' the evening of the 2Sth b’chriiary I received your telegram Ho. 14 repeating 
stir \ l{ O’Conor’s telegram No. Hi to the Foreign Ollice, 1 at once wrote to mtorm 
Tahc.'that the iMrki^t ”Minister for Foreign Alfairs was sending itm >-«struct|o.is to 
remain at Urmi. He promptly replied that he would go to a lurkish ‘“'“•"''''I’' " 
to wail for any instructions there might be tor him, and he lell on the 
nioniing for Sciai viil Dilmun. 1 to-day received a telegram from him to say that he 
tinil reached ihe latter town in siitVtv. , , i i:«i 

The rclalious between the two Oommissions have througliout hocii tar Irom cord ml. 
Miihtesheni-es-Sultaneh is quick-tempered lutd not endow-cd with much !'.V'.'; 

.-0011111 assnmplioii of Taher that all the territory at "‘^^c was unhspntably 1 u k h 
w.H”vcrv aooravating to his opponent. T'hc Smyboulak incident was hkc oil on he 
tli'inics, amfhitterly the attitude of Ihe two Chief Commissioners towards one aiioHiei 

r -oinblcd that of the proverbial cal and dog. , , u ii .„ 

Muliteshem’s colleagues do not appear to have eoniHed at al, and he "' ; 

so far as my observation went, as mere cyphers. W halever he did he 'I. 
bat, and he certainly refrained from troubling me with requests bo 'f 

made a point of calling on him. two or three times a week to see it 1 could be <d an. 
and to learn how things were progressing. . • , i r i,:„ ,.,.ii, 

Taher Pasha also showed great and perhaps unwise indepcndeiKC ol his < 

Daniel Pasha and Ali Nadir Pasha. Both struck me a.s able and well-infi.rnicd men, hut 
T-dicr so I learned from Miihteshcni, did all Ihe talking, and it was obvious that hey 
,lid not entirely agree with his atliiude. 1 have gathered the same Irom tlic.se 

^""'Sif’neSh^^mis be resunie.l it is to be hoped that ’I'aber Pasha may be 
replaced as head of the Turkish Commi.ssion either by Ik'"";, * e- s 

iSmaded ami more conciliatory person than himself. ’I’he rclalnnis between h i 
iiml the P.rsian Commissioner are sudi as to render an amicable so utioii ‘ 

joint auspices extremely improbable even should his secret, as opposed to bis o.steiisibK, 
instructions be modified in a more conciliatory sense. 

1 have, ive 

(Signed) A. C. AVUATTSUAAV. 


liiclosure 2 in No. .'iT. 

Ucply by tb,: TuM, Comm,monrrs lo lb, .t/eiaor«m/„,i- o/ lb, /Vr-smi, 

' ,;„,e,/f t. .\;.i/»oreia, 132(1. 

,,,, 1 V 1 ( Miibiin;i,, l-iJ • 

"‘TIlirTreaty of 1203 on which you again rely in your Meniorandi.m refers 
exclusively to the frontier and territory of Zohah, Mohariimcrali. and hule.iminieh . . h 
it defines and explains; and the Ulrd Article which you '''‘■."‘.'’'V,:,"' " ‘ .p, 

lerritoiy and frontiers defined in .Vrtielc II of the same '' i. i ... i 

whh Hie territory and frontiers of the districts ol Kurdistan between Hayaznl an,I 

Stjlciiimiikh, treated of ia our fust Mcmommluin. , . 

(’oiHCiiuentlv siucc y.m relv cxcUisivoly tlui; Article, Die lutcrprclation of Mi.,h 
li, bigs belongs to’our sniJeriors, and in order that conduct 

uhicliHlminierc-after be received it suffices up to repeat our tormti demand rc„ar ii „ 
U'lii-uilerrcrciice meuiiwhiU* uilli our Kurds. 


Inclosnre II in No, 

10nk b„ lb, l>rr.si.o. ComMo,,,, lo lb, .\I,n,onm.l,.,n of lb, Turkish Commissioners, 

■ ; Muimrem.Viili. 

"tIhUU’H the llml and Ilird Articles of the Treaty of 
mid decide and lermiimlo the claims of the two htiites. .yet, a.s the Impciml Uttoman 
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Commission considered lliat the interprelalion of these two Articles belongs to their 
sjiprenie nnthoritics, tlie Persinn Commission, out of respect tor your stntement, will 
wait (o he informed of the result of this reference. ISnt 1 think a renewal of these 
statements necessary in order to remove doubt on two points in your i*e8pected 
Memorandum. 

First, seeing that the following cxine.ssiou has been used, “since you rely 
exclusively on this .\rliclc.' l.ie Imperial (Ulounm Commission must call to mind that 
when first the Persian Commission asked for proots in the matter ot the aggressions of 
Turkish ollicials on tin' lerriloiy and properly of Persia, your lionourable Commission 
deeiiled to rely on sacred Tii alies; and eonserpicntly the declaration which followed on 
the part of the Persian Commis.sion in that mailer only copied the example of your 
honourable Commi'sion, and there is accordingly no ground whatever for .saying that we 
contined ourselves to this .Article. 

Secmidly, what you say about “ non-iulerfercnce meanwhile with our Kurds, in 
order (hat I'omlm t may eoiiform to the orders which shall hereafler he received." has 
been the cause of great astonishment, because it was the excessive interlerenee ol the 
ollicials of your (iovernment wiiieh led to the complaints of the Persian lo tiie Ottoman 
Oovermneiit and resulted in the appointment of an International Commission : and even 
if we shut our eyes to the .sentiments which have taken the place of the eipiilahle 
eondnet we hoped for Irom yon. these unexpected declarations ami the perversion td 
the real ipiesti.c i.mi! lo destroy the ineonle-lahh' rights of the Persian (iovernment. 

I he eyes of your honourable Coi.itni'.sion .shoulil he diieeled to the re ison and fonuda- 
lion ol your’ mis,sion. Tin I'crsiaii (iovernment eomplaitied and iirotested lo the 
Tttrkish (iovmntnenl reganling the ageves.sions of your frontier ollicials on our territory 
and I lie injury dot,e to Persian snhjeels; and the Ottoman (iovernment. considering 
Inal, in view of the friendship helween the two States, such aggressions on the part of 
its ollicials were improh.ihle, proposed that the two Commissions should he sent lo 
impiire into tiie Per.'ian eomplaiuts. The IT-rsian (Iovernment, though umlerslandiiig 
that (he aceeptauce ol this proposal would result in delay, and tlnii sucli delay would 
cause injiiiy to its right', yet wishing to avoid possible ninn to the friendship hetween 
the two siales from nnixpeeled occurrences, accepted the proposal and formed (he 
Coinmi.shioii; ami being, as it still is, extremely sanguine, waited for the rights of Persia 
to h.' lighted on the arrival cd‘ the two Commissions. Hut now the Commissions have 
met, and no siillicienl ellorls hate been made hv your Commission of lm|uiry in the 
mailer of any one of Persia’s true eomplaiuts mi l dcelaralions of right will remain la 
xliilu i/ao, and the eomphiint,': of my (loveriimenl have rather been added to by rea.son of 
the advanee of I'lizil Pasha. Hesides this, (he Odomau (hmmiission, which proelaims 
it'eif.a Commission of Intiuiry. iii'tead of com|detel,v accomplishing its duties, has 
entiled on a cpiestion outside the matter in discussion hetween the two Stales, and 
certainly suc'i statements on the part of your honourable Commission will have no 
ell'ect beyond destroying our rights in the eyes ol the Iriend.s of Persia. 


Inclostirc I in No. ."i7. 

Miixliir-nl-Diitrleh lo Mr. .Marlinij. 

(Ti'.inslalioii.j Tehriiii, .Vairh IIKIS, 

I ll.w'l'l the honour lo acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 12(h instant 
respecting the evacuation of Soujlundali. Althongh the Persian (Iovernment has always 
been grateful to the high ollieinis of the liritish am! lliissiali (lovcininenls for a'sist- 
nnei' given by them in frontier rpieslions and dillcreiices arising hetween Persia and 
Turkey, this gratitude has, on this occasion, been increased on necouni of the with- 
drawai of Turkish intruders from Soiiihonlak, through the joint assisianee of the (wo 
(lovernmcnts. It is hoped that by (he good-will and help of the two Poweis the 
frontier dilfereiiees hetween Persia and Turkey will s,.oi, he salisfactoiily sellleil and 
lieaec and harinonv he restored among the frontier hihahitaiits. 

1 avail, Ate. 

(.Signed) MISl!lli.|',l).lK)\Vl,i:il, 
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Mr. Marling lo Sir Edward Orey.—{Received April 13.) 

{^0- 69-) Tehran, .March 2(i, 1908. 

TIIR first accounts of tho attempt on the Shah’s life on the 28th ultimo, which I 
was able to send in mv despatch No.' 44 of the same day, and t.i my te^^egram No 61 
the following morning,’retpure some modification, hut I think that tho following details 
ol tho oocurronco arc substantially accumte: 

IT* AT.iv»ctv lofl tho Piilaco l>y the eastern entrance in an open six-horsed 
■' ^^!d .)l hv a similar “liicic and also hv a motor car with the hood up. 

The ciuuifrcuv appears to have had some iipprehensions that an n((';i(n| mi„lit he 

:::ra';:;::!:itoi;tw- 

tiic (IH ' a 1 - . 1 , 41 ,. /intianrrnfl *1 nh'ittf i*<’(l duiu’I lu llu* l)odv uod a largo hoh. ui 

toe w it^iiryrc “^utn^Ks ex^^ oH^^ 

h'adillg iiorl’s a.urw?m^ the other, and 'anil' lem/'or 

It'ld’injine.r "iTufs'donlusion amon“ people’; Amir Utdmdur .Tang and 

tf Chanehal imshed up to the scene of the explosion, leaving the hliah for a feu 

tr'iir'S 

i,™.i ~i,i..., .s... ll..•>■ s.i~i 

return the shot, hut was prevented by M. Chapchal ami Amir Bohadur Jang nlio 
unecremoiiioiisly hustled their master hack into shelter. Once inside the house, IIis 
Z estrgrd way for a few minutes to an outburst of passion and ordered that the 
ndiL .’luarter shonhl be destroyed and its inh.ahitants slam 

and as Lon as the firing etiasod Uis .Majesty started on foot for tho lalace, and on 
\v*iv u'lM friTPtpd with considei’ahlo enthusiasm. « , 

‘ ■ It is^a somewhat dis(|uieting symptom that, as soon as tlmy '’^'=yf"na“seL-hv 
attempt on tho Shah’s life, Amir Behadur Jf S “ 

in the street and to pillage the neiglihouring houses, ihey men stole two horse, irom 

a tramcar which, however, were returned the s,,,,i, ...o,, received 

It is a lamcnt.ahlo fact that, despite tho cheers with winch the Shah was rceoiieu, 
immediately after his escape th,: general feeling in the Capital and tn many places tn 
ihe provinces also, was one of regret that the attempt had (ailed. . understood 

On the following day a few arrests w^erc made, but it 
that the, re.alcttlp.its were at liberty ; indeed, no 
made to discover them, for it was not till tot.r d.ay;s after (lie ““ 
to tlie antlioritics to lake the obvious measure of forcing ope . 
htatse whence the second homt. was thrown, and such was tho Go^u 

the Shah was forced to send a rescript to tlie Assembly to stimulate tho Gmer mom 
into activity. The In.mhs wore of small size and mado (.f thin cast-iron, “ [““L n iion 
held to prole that they must have been ot foreign origin, as the art ot oastm,, m iro 
[1580] 
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is scarcely known in this country. The wildest rumours hnve l)cen current ns to the 
instis'fttors of the allental ; the lirst person on whom suspicion felt was Zil-cs-Sulfan, 
whose “anderoon" (women’s quarters) windows overlooked the scene; next the 
Azerbaijan “Enjumen” was accused, but apparently for no better reason than that 
Tahreez was tln^ city whence the Shah had been most violently denounced durinq the 
December crisis; hut the latest and most widely circulated tlieory is that the whole 
alVair was got up by .\I. Chnpcbnl, and it is even said that full confession of the 
coup has been made by two of the five or six men who were eventually arrested, 
and against whom there seems to be fairly strong evidence of complicity. Towards 
the end of the month public interest was for a few days aroused anew by the murder 
of Jvavam-ul-Mulk, and the attempt on his son's life at Shiraz, hut it soon died away 
again, and, at present, there seems to be hut little prospect that any further serious 
steps will he taken to pusli the inquiry to a conclusion. 

The bomb which exploded on the morning following the attentat, appears to have 
been hastily bidden by the would-be assassins. It was discovered by the two outdoor 
servants of Sahib Ekhtiar who were removing rubbish. From the injuries they 
received, it seems clear that they must have been squatting on their heels with the 
homh on the ground lietween them. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES JI. SIARLING. 


[12644] No. 59. 

Mr. Martini/ to Sir Eitiraril Orey.—{Receieeit April 13.) 

(No. 70.) 

Sir. Tehran, March 20, 190.3, 

AVlTll reference to my telegram No. 71 of the lltb .March, I have the honour to 
report (hat when 1 saw the Minister for Foreign All'au’S on the 18th instant I again 
adverted to the a]qiarent readiness of (he Persian Government to welcome G.'rman 
intluenee in the internal alfaira of the country. The latest instance whieh had been 
hrouglil to my notice wer<! the n.'ports that the Persian Government was making 
ditllenllies over (he renewal of the coniniets of the French professora holding posts in 
various edneational and seienfilic establishments, with, it is said, the object of 
installing Germans in their places. It was not, of course, a matter in which the 
Legation laid a direct interest, though personally 1 thought it a mistake to substitute 
new nien unae(|uainted with the eountry or language for others who bad already 
acquired that necessary knowledge. 1 merely nnmtioned it to show that i)uhlie re]im't 
iinlorseit m_\ own conviction of (lie Germamqihil proclivities of the Government, and I 
wisind to let his E.veelleney understanil once again how seriously His Majesty’s 
(iovermnent looked on the possibility of German interference at the invitation of 
Persia. 

1\ ilh regard to (In' alleged proposals to employ foraign, that is, |)erliaps German, 
advi.sers in lari.ais l.ranehes of the Persian Administration, 1 repeated the language 
ndiieh^ I have rt'ported in my .lespatelt No. .*>3 of tint loth .March. Tho recent 
disidaiini'i's which his lixeellemty innl given both to me and to tint liussian Minister 
ot ai.y int.'iition on the part of the Persian Government to introduce German iutinence 
ns a .set-idf against Girat Itritaiu and Itussia bad Ixjcn so far reassuring that wo had 
thought it unni'ee.ssary to make the eommimication ollieially. 1 thought, however, that 
it Would be a friendly act to let his E.xcelleney know (hat I had been authorized to make 
it, as it w.iuld show his Exeelleney that, while Great Jiritain and Itussia had no wish to 
interfere in Peisiian internal alfairs, they were very lirmly deci.led to prevent tho 
intrusion (d' any other Power. 

Ilis Exeelleney replied, as he did on a previous oeension, that 1 w.as quite 
needlessly alarmed about German .aims here. The incident id' the (ierman seliool, f.u' 
instance, had been very mueh e.vaggerated, and had no p.ditieal signitleauee at all. 1 
asked his Exeidleney whether he imagined that Germany was siieiuliug money here on 
edueating young Peraians " yeux de la Per.se," and his Exeelleney 

dropped that line of argument. He went on to .say that his Government was now 
quite ntive to (he views of Ilis .Majesty's Government’ as regar.ls the intrusion of other 
I’owers in Peraian alfairs, and he would not fail to impress his colleagues with tho 
necessity ol kee|)ing them in view. .Vs for the question of the French professors, ho 
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was ouitc ready to give mo a foimial assurance on behalf of the Government that there 
was no intention of replacing (hem by others of German nationality. I said I was 
•dad to hear it, and tho decision seemed to me to bo a wise one, JJ'd.l was sure it 
would "ive great pleasure if made by his Excellency to the breiieh Minister. 

T doubt if much reliance is to he placed in M.ushir-ed-l)owlch s declarations m 
this latter question. I have heard, not from AI. do T,a Marlimere ahme.biit from quite 
independent sources, that a great clfort is being made to oii.st tho ' reiicli m favoiw of 
German professors, hut whether this is the work of the Icutonopbil inemhers oi tin. 
Ministrv’or of the German Jzigation I am unable to say. It is, however, bv no means 
iinnrolsible that Count Quadt would inaintaiii that such netion is not iiieompatitile 
with the declarations of his Oovernineiit. 

f have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES M. AIARLING. 


[12645] ■ ‘’0- 

Hr. Marlinij to Sir Eiliraril Greij.—(Receiceil April 13.) 

(No. 71. Confidential.) VeArmi, .Marc/, 20,1908. ■ 

’ FOR the past three weeks reports of growing iiisisteneo have reached mo that 
Ehtesliara-e-s-SuUaneh had no intention of taking up his post in London, of which 
indeed the fact that he had so tenaciously clung to tho Presidency of the rVssein dy 
was fair confirmation, and T have on various occasions urged on .Muslui -ed-Dowloli tliat 
he could not delay his departure indctinitcly without a breach of courtesy towards 
His Afajestv’s Government who were already not a little surprised that tho .Minister 
dcsii'iiato should have shown no signs of leaving. I madn no attempt to conceal tnini 
cither Arushir-cd-Dowlcb or from Elite.sham-es.Siiltaneli himsidl that omi reason mr 
mv desire to sec the latter start for Europe was (hat I was apiircdiensive that Ins 
pro-German proclivities might have unforliinate conse<|uences, but I have willi liotti 
rather laid stress on the fact that if Persia de.sires to obtain the assistance of Ills 
Majesty’s Government in financial matters, it is ol importance lor her to have a 
ilepres'ontativc thoroughly aeiiiiaiiitcd with the situation here to plead her cause lu 

' ""''\l'tboii,'b both Mushir-ed-l)owlch and Ehtcsham-es-Siiltaiich assured me 
repeiitedlv that the latter would not fail to leave for London immediately after Noronz. 

I was l»v uo means surprised when I paid the usual coremonious visit on that da\ 
(21st :\!arch) to learn from tlio former that Khteslmm-os-Sullaiicli has declared his 
wish to return to Jlcrlin, and would in no caso go to London. However, the ?rosuh*nt 
of the Assemblv had, apparently, taken no irrevocable decision, for when I saw hiin an 
hour later he told me he would start as .soon as I thought it necessary. '1 wo days 
afterwards f saw these high Pei-sian dignitaries at a hall at tho Russian Legation and 
liolh iissiired me that l-ihtesham-es-Siiltanch would resign the Presideney of the 
Glmniher within a few davs and leave immediately for London. Such would ajipear 
to be Ehleshnni-es-Sultaneh’s resolution for the moment, but when I saw Miishir-ed- 
Dowleh He following dav I told him him that he would do widl to let Ehtesham-,— 
Snllaneli understand that by playing fast and loose in this manner he was preparing a 
r-ild vrct'ptioii lor himsulf in Lt)ud<>u, iis His Majostys (lOVrruiiUMit would much 
resent being treated in so cavalier a fushion. 

lihte.sham.i's-Siiltanch’s motives in this business are probably not tar to seek 
Like every other Persian ho is strongly aetiiated by self-interest, hut he has also a 
C'.’rtain measure of patriotism. Since his attack on the (ireat .Mujtehed, Se.ved 
Abdiillah, be has conceived tho possibility of becoming virtually the Dictator of 
i’la'sia. blit the growing popular discontent with the Majliss, due in great part, to^lii*. 
inistakeii ideas of conducting its business, has strongly alfeeted his own jiositioii, 
shaken as it alreadv was by his quarrel with the clergy. In the last few days his 
position has been very insce'ure. Although on recognizing the necessity of seeiiring 
an honourablo retreat, his natural inclination urged him to Berlin where his (ierman 
wife still resides, the belief that he could better serve his eountry by going to lamdim 
combined with his well-known wish to heeomo well acquainted with (hat eaidlal, 
decided liim at tho last moment in favour of the latter post. 






Ill any case his disaiipearance from I'chian will be a serious loss to the Gorman 
Legation. 

[ liave, &c. 

fSigned) ClIAllLBS M. MARLIKG. 


[12646] No- <!l. 

Sfr. .tbiriinr/ lo Hir KihninI Gri'i/.—{lleceiveit April 13.) 

(No. -;!.) 

Sir, * Ti'ltruii, yfarch 26, lOOS. 

ivri'll rel'vrence lo iny telegram N'o. .S2 of (lie 2i!tli instant, 1 have the honour lo 
ininsmit hcrenilli eo|iy of Alajor Konnion’s detailed rc|i»rl regarding the system and 
number rd’ein|doyes on the Kbal Sei>tan lelegrajth line. ;\jj|iended fo (he report aie 
an estimate of ll'ie eost |.er meii.sem "f the telegraiihs and line e.-tablishmcnt and a 
leiiorl on the eondition of the liin- iireiiaied hy .Mr. \V. 11. llowson, Sub-Assislant 
Siiiierintendenl of ’I’elegraiil.s. It is to he loesmneii that this de.simteh-ivill furnish the 
information, or most of it, re(|air>il hy yoar u-Iegram No. 66 ,.l the 2.ird instant. 

1 nonhl |.oint out, uilli refereiiee lo the inference draun hy Major Kennion in the 
e.-nelmling senteiiee of section I of h.'.s despaleh, that 11. de llartwig has informed me 
more than once that the h.eal I’.nssian Telegiaph Deiiarlmenl is in ignor.ance of the 
pioposed e.xehange of lines. 

I'lom other iiU'iages in his de.'iuileh ' nolahly section u (< 0 , (ti), and (/), paragraph 2) 
it Honhl almost seem as if .Major Kennion anticipated that alter the exchange has been 
etl'ecteil l!na.sia ivill still retain signallers on the line in the same position as that now 
oeeapied hy ihe Ihitish signallers. I shoahl he glad to learn whether this is in 
accoriianee with the arrangement contemplated hy Ilis Majesty's tiovernment. it would 
eeilainly leem desirnhle that the Ita.ssiaii signallers .should he entirely removed, .and I 
Mihmit that it is a eondition ae may well reiiuire, seeing that no British functionaries of 
any kinil will remain on the ‘I'ehran-Meshed line. 

(In one other point I would venture to oiler an ohservutiou. In section 6 Nlajor 
Kennion suggests that it wiaihl he convenient that the eonlrol and mainlenanee of the 
Kind'-Seistan .section should he cariieil out under the general supeiintendencc of Ilia 
.Majesty's Gonsul lor Seistan and Kain. I ran well conceive that this arrangement tyill 
have advantages so long as this section remains en fair as regards tlie other lirili.sh 
telegraph line.s in IVisia; hut if, as is hoped, it .should at .some time he connected up 
witli ilie remainder of the system hy an extension from Seistan to Uohat, the Director 
of t'o.- Indo-Karopean 'I'elegiapli Department at Tehran will probably prefer to bave the 
management of the line under his exi-lusive jurisdiction. 

I have, &e. 

(.Signed) Cll.AllLKS M. M.XULING. 


Inclosnre 1 in Ko. 61. 

Major Kennion to (iorernmeiil of India^ 

Sir, Seisinn, t'rhruurii 23, 100's. 

I ll.WK the honour to reqnost a rel'ereuee to the Government of India’s despatch, 
dated the Kith .lanuary, 100s, to Ilis Majisty’s Secretary of Slate for India on the 
sidijecl of Ihe telegraph line from Meshed lo 'I'ebran and Seistan, 

2. in the fonrlh paragr.iph of the atiove-cited ])aper it is mentioned that the 
Government of India are in possc.ssion of no very dclinite information regaidiug the 
system and nnmlier of employes on the Khaf-Seistan section. 1 submit, in this connec- 
Inm, a copy ol a note recorded hy Mr. llowson, Sub-Assistant Superintendent ol 
Telegiaphs, which I trust will he found to supply the details reipdred. 

3. It will he noted Ihal the list of the Knssian stall', on tlic line given in Mr. .Marling's 
Conli.lenlial despatch dated the 2ml December, lil'17, is correct, with the cxceiilicm of 
the inclusion ol ihe mechanic Gon'tantinow, who worked on the .Mesbed-Seh Dell section 
and who inis since h.en withdrawn. 

I. As regards the cost of upkeep, the impiiries I have made elieil (be fact that no 
monev is handed over hy the local Governors of Seistan and Kain for this parpo.so. 
The Director of t’ustoms, Seistan, has also told mo that no money is paid from customs 
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revenae,s. The gholams and line staff arc, it seems, paid direct by the Russians; and if 
the latter are reimbursed at all, it is probably from telegraph receipts at Meshed or 
Tehran. It may be noted that the gbolams on the southern section of the line have 
recently been com|ilaining of not having received their pay. The inference may perhaps 
be dravvn that the Russians, having failed to obtain reimbursement of sums previously 
spent on this account, and in view of their connection with the line being severed, have 
discontinued payment. 

5, The following are suggestions as to action which it will be necessary to take 
when the line is banded over to us :— 

(«.) At Nasratabnd, Seistan, there arc three rooms in the same telegraph building, 
set apart for the Persian, Russian, and British ofRces. At the present lime the British 
oflice is only used for the storage of material, our signaller doing Ida work in the Persian 
oflice. The line goes first to the Russian ofiTicc, wlicnce it is given to the Persian office 
by means of a commutator. The steps to be taken will be lo remove the present 
terminal pole to outside the Briti.sh oflice, and lo so connect the wires ns to place the 
control of the line in our hands instead of as at present in the hands ol the liussians. 
Or else—and it would be preferable as attracting le.ss attention—for ourselves and tne 
Russians to exchange rooms, 

{/>.) At Birjand, British, Russian, and Persian signallers bave hitherto worked in 
the same office. If this arrangement continues, no alteration of the wire will he 
necessary, though, when occasion offers, an cndoavoiir should be made to obtain the use 
of a separate room, and so to arrange the wire as lo give our signaller the control of 
the line. 

If, however, in the meantime the Russians succeed in otitaining a separate room 
for their taiie instrument, either with or without the control of the line, we should, I 
presume, expect them to transfer the privilege to us on the agrcenieiil being brought 
into effect. 

The latest information I have received on ibis subject is that orders have been 
received from Tehran not to allow the line-wire to go first to the Rus.sinn’s room. 

(r.) At Kliaf it will be necessary to arrange for a leiegraph building and (piarters 
fr.r the signaller. The requisite instruments, in order to carry out the proposal of 
separate offices and commulntor.s, will also have to be sent. This point will be further 
touched on in connection with line staff. 

(d.) Although Mr. llowson’s note shows that the line is ill-coiistructerl, it would 
not .-oem necessary to undertake its reconstruction immediately. This could he done 
gradually, and the batteries, insulators, anil other fittings could lie replaced us they 
hicoine worn out. .-Vn immediate inspection of the line with the view of making 
cslimates for the future and the submission of indents would he advisable. 

ir) The iniroiluclion of telepbone.s, on the line which has been srtggesled by 
.Mr. llowson, would seem advisable on all grounds. 

(/.) The only additions to the British staff on the line, which now stands as shown 
in the margin,* would be a signaller for IChaf. 

Both XIr. .McJlanus end Mr. llowson, who arc the Sub-Asaistant Superintendents 
ai Seistan and Birjand respectively, bave experience of construction work, and the 
deputation of a special inspector from India to look after the line would he supcriliious. 
It would, however, be necessary to give a special allowance to the individual selected 
for the charge of the line. At present, as .Mr. llowson is doing very useful political 
work in Birjand, it sooms that the best and most convenient arrangement would prohaljly 
he lor .Mr. .McManus to have charge of the line ns Inspecting 'felogrnph Jlaster, with 
his head-quarters in Seistan, whence he would make an annual inspection of the line in 
the autumn. I should prefer, however, that a final decision on this point should be left 
pending a settlement regarding the Birjand Vice-Consulate. 

As regards Khaf, it may l)e expected, when the exchange of lines takes place, that 
Ihe Kniaz Vachadze will he transferred to this place, and a Russian signaller sent in 
his jilace. In any case, it would seem advisable that the British signaller sent to Khaf 
sliould have some experience of the country and be able to speak the language, so tliat 
—us his telegraph work will be small—bo may he of use ns a newsagent 'file post, 
however, will be an isolated one, and should, I think, carry with it a sjiecial allowance. 
In this conneciion I would point out that it docs not seem really necessary for either 
the Russians or ourselves to bave a signaller nl Khaf. A mutual agreement not to 
k'-cp British or Russian signallers there would not, so far as I can see, pr judice our 
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|K»liticaI intcvesto in any way, while there would be a material saving of expense. 
This, however, is a question on which Major Sykes is better qualified to express an 
opinion. 

Ah pointed out by Mr. Howson, an Indian sub-inspector to take the place of the 
iiUHsian mechanic will be indispensable. 

The line staff of gholam-bnshis and gholanis should be taken over as they 
stand. Their pay is adequate and their numbers sufficient. As Khaf will be a terminus, 
as tar as our supervision of the line is concerned, it should be theurctically possible to 
manage with one gholani at this post instead of two, but in view of a signaller i)eing 
posted to this place, who would require a peon, I would prefer to waive the question <»f 
this trifling reduction. 

I). Since the line will remain the property of tlie Persian Government, it will be 
convenient that iis control and niainionanec should be carried out under the general 
superintendence of Ills Majesty’s Consul for ISeistan and Kain; and in these i-ircum- 
stanees, if it is decided to keep a sigimller at Khaf, he would, £ presume, bounder the 
same controlling olHcer. This suggestion should not be rend to imply a recommendation 
that Khaf, whicli i.s at present in the Turbai (Jonsular district, should be included in 
that of tiieistan and Kain. Tliis ({uestion would natumlly depend on the ultimate 
decision arrived at regarding the Vice-Con.sulate at Birjand and Consular arrangcmenlB 
generally in Kastern Persia. 

7. A statement showing the annual cost of the suggested telegraph and line 
eetablishment is np|>eiuled. 

8. Copies of this letter, with inclosures, arc being sent to Tehran, Alcshed, and 
Turbat. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) it, h. KEN YON, Major,/./!., 

Hilt lirituunic Majesty’s Consul, Seistun and Kain. 


Inclosurc '2 in No. f)l. 

I'uovosKi) Telegraph and Line Establi.sbineut. 
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Iiiclosure 3 in No. Cl. 

lieporl on lilt Khttf-Seislan Ttlcyraph Line, by Mr. fV. II, Howson, Sub-Assistant 
Siiperiiitindenl of Teleyraphs, Birjanil. 

Line Stores at present in use. 

Wire Gaiiye .—In my opinion tho gnuge is ns near ns possible in, if not identicnl 
with, Inilian telegraph iron wire gauge No. 12, weighing 300 Ih. per mile. 

The Russian inspector intormetl me that the diameter oi the line vvire was 
Unillim. This would he identical with Indian telegraph wire gnngc No. 14, weighiiig 
3."i0 Ih. to the mile. This point, however, could ensdy he decided hy sending n snmple 
piece of wire to tlic Tulegrapli Store Yard, Calcutta. 

It'ire ■ Fimltij Construction.—In many pliiecs I found the lino wire, even in summer 
lime, stretched quite taut holween the supports. .N'olwitlistnnding tlie short 'paii', 

111 pr’e.sent existing, this must result in a great .strain on the wire, pnrlieulurly during 
tlie winter montlis, wlien occnsionnlly tlie lemiiernlure goes down in some places 
to zero. 

./oiiKs.— “Twist ” and not “ lirilnnnia” joints are 111 Use. 

Posts : Kinds .—Tlicse .arc of poplar and pine (vernneuinr names “ iSnIidn poplar, 
and “ naju " sometimes called “ Sarv' pine). 

Posts: Dimensions. —'I'lic posts average 20 feet in lengtli, and arc hiiried 3 ieet in 
the ground. Tlie average girth at tlie lop is il inciies, and at tlie liase 10 inclies. 

Posts: mere Obtiiinublc and Kale.—Hath kinds of post are ulitainahic at Ivliaf 
at the rate of 20 kraiis (rupees 5 : 14) caeli, and a limited niimlier of poplar post.s in tlie 
Simniklmuc district at an average rate of 10 kraiis (rupees 2 : lo) each. _ . 

Posts: Cost of Transport .—Tlie cost of transport per post i'rmn Kliaf to Seistan is 
bO krans (rupees 23 : 8 : 0), and tliat of poplar pests from Sunnikliaiic lo 3ei.stan woiil.l 
be ulioul 33 krans (rupees 10 ; 1: 5) cacli. 

’Flic posts lire curricil down and disturbed shortly after culling; whereas, if they 
were allowed lo dry where cut, the cost of transport aould be much less. 

The number of poplar posts obtainable in liie Sunniklianc district would lie 
hiiiUcicnt for our yearly ict|uircmenls tor the portion ol the line from bibdeh to Seistan, 
and it will only be necessary to indent on Khaf for the northern section. 

Pouts: Siimbcrs per .Mile .—Tiic Uu.Hsiaiis have adotilcd, from information 
received from the Russian inspector, 10 posts to the verst, which works out to 
‘.i lTo per mile. . 

The rcasuii for such a high proportion is due to the prevuleiicc ot white ants, 
which freely attack the portions ot the posts buried. It uill be readily umlerslood 
that the nearer the posts are lo one auolber iliC le.ss likelihood there is, wlien a pn^t^ 
breaks oil, of the wire sagging so near to tho ground as to he witbiii reach of 
camels. 

Po.'it.s: Averuyv Life .—I should set down the average life per post as seven ycai.'', 
though the Russian inspeelor seems to think it <inly five years'. It is interesting lo note 
lijat the posts situated in the Iluinim la.st inueii longer thuii on dry land. 

Insulators und Tlie iii.suialor (see Diagram No. is an ordinary porcelain, 

cup, and is fixed by means *»f cement to one cud ot a curved stalk, the other end ot 
which is .screwed into tlie post. 

I have found tliese insulator.s and .ilalks answer the purpose very web. Il, 
however, the same |Mittorn is not stocked hy the Indian Government^ IVlegraph 
Dfjmrtmenl it could he replaced, iis occasion demands, hy the kind used in India (in 
Kashmir, for cxainple). In tliis case, of course, brackets and hacks would also have to 
be supplied. 

7 Vc/</i<< 7 //.—A list of the telegraph otiices on the line will be found in the luple.s 
attached. 

Circuit .—All tlie olfices are joined up for ordinary “ open circuit ’* working. 

Instruments.—Kiich olliee is fitted up with a Morse set, consisting of relay (resistance 
"il)) ohms), sounder, key, and galvanometer fitted on a hoard. Also a two-plat liglitning 
tiiNcharger and a four-bar switch or commutator. All tlie iiistruiiicnts arc hy Messrs. 
Siemens Bros., London. 

au-'itch.—Of all the above-mentioned instruments the switch Is the only one wliicl( 
calls for particular mention, on account of the pait it plays in the “tapping" of 
messages. 

* Nol priuted. 








Tins swiicli, viflc Diagrnni No. ]„• is used for joining tbe line “direct” or for 
i.e., keejiing oncn. Willi plugs inserted in holes 3 and 4 Ihe line is joined 
direct, and with plugs in 1 and 2 both siiies of the line are connected with the instru- 
inonta. When, however, a slation is working witli one side, the ping connecting the 
other side to the instruments is removed, ainl that side remains “ in.sulatcd ” until such 
time as the ]dug is rcin.sertcd or the line joined direct.” 

It is very easy to interpolate the “ receiver ” of an intermediate office by simply 
connecting a wire helwcon the screw at one end of bar C and the earth screw of tlie 
receiver, and at the .same time throwing off the earth connection. 

The plugs inseilcd for this intcr])o]nting would he 1 and 1 or 2 and 3. 

By interpolating the “receiver” an intermediate ofliec can easily “tap” any 
telegrams that, may he exchanged between an <dfice on one side and another on the 
other side of the intermediate office. 

Itfiltvriei;. —Tlie battery in use at present is the “ Medingcr,” a variety of the 
“ Ilaniell.” 

'I'his class of battery has been introduced by the Russians in place of the “ Minotto ” 
battery formerly used by tJie iN-rsiaiis. 

In iny opinion the “ Minotlo” is, if anything, preferable, ns it requires less super- 
vi.sion, and niniioi he .so ca.sily tam])ered witli by the I^crsiaii telcgraphisls, tlic majority 
of whom know very little ahoni tcelinical telegraphy. 

Sliould the “ Minoilo’’battery he adopted by ns the necessary .sawdust is obtain¬ 
able in Meshed. A limiled quantity of sawdust (mulberry and walnut) is also procur¬ 
able in Uirjand. hut 1 think that if an order he placed in advance by the local sawyers 
sufheient could l»e collected for all liic oflicos on the line. The extra cost of carriage 
from iMcslied wouhl thereby be saved. 

J/mr Siiitf’: Pf'mau Jjinv Sltiff. —'rabies I and 2 sliow tlie present distribution of the 
I’ersian line e.stahlishmcnt. 

I'vrsiini Line anojf: Ihcir Salary. —The Uii.ssians pay the Persian line staff at the 
following rale per nurnsem :— 

Giiolam-hushi, 170 kians (50 rupees). 

Ghohim, 100 krans (rupees 29 : 0 : 7). 

'Die above rales cannot be reduced compatibly with etliciency, and I propose that 
the same rates he rctaineil by us. 

'1‘ho salary of Ihe gliohiins includes the upkeep of a horse. 

Ila.<t.sian husperlorsi. —'riiese have tlicir head-quarters at Khnf and Shusp respectively, 
llicir sections being from Mcslicd to Sch Deli and Sch Dcli to Seistan (Sell Dch is 
sitmiled almost midnny between Knin and Birjand). 

It will he seen tlial the lliis.sian inspectors liave aoleclcd as their hcnd.quarters 
phict‘s alnio-t centrally situatcil in their sections. Tlieir reason for the same is obviously 
lo more ellieiently supervise tlio line. 

—I think one Uritisli inspector would he able to supervise the 
whole line froin Kliaf to Scistnn ; hut he should be allowed one sub-inspector, to whom 
I shall allude in a separate paragrapli. 

liriiinli /ii.v/av/or; /</v 7)u/os.—The duties of the inspector would he to arrange for 
a supply of p<»st^, the submitting of indents and supervising tlie annual repairs of tlic 
line, and the lechiiieid arrangements of all telegraph offices. 

Suh-Iu.tpi'clor: irhy A'emsary. —An Indian Mahomincdan sub-inspector would, I 
lliit>k, he ahsuluiely neces.snry to curry out the annual maintenance repairs under the 
supervision of tlie British inspector. He would also instruct the ghoIam-lmKhis and 
gholams in the preparing ami mnintnining of batteries, the making of joints, and, in 

in all the roiaine work ncecs>nry for them to know. 

Iliithh Tvlcyraphinls: how ihry may bv Vtiliznl lo Amsiat Ihe /ji.s/jcdor.—The British 
telegraphists at Seisliui and Uirjand could when necessary is.siie orders, on an inter¬ 
ruption occurring, to the gholams of tlic office nearest lo the fault lo proceed on the 
line. 

Mhcrllanrous. 

Trlephoaes. —.\s the gholam-baslti.s at Bimiahad and Bandan are unable to signal 
on llte Morse instruments, it is absolutely ncees.sary that lliey should be supplied with 
lelopliones to aseertain the stale of communicatious, and it would bo consequently 


* Not printod. 
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necessary for the inspector, sub-iuspeclor, and Briti h telegraphist to be also supplied 
with similar instruments, so as to he able lo communicate with the gholam-bo-shis. 

Telephone: Pullern .— riio most suitable telephone In my opinion is that by ICric.^on, 
of Stockholm, the same as is used by the In do-European Telegraph Department on their 
Kerraan-Robat wires. 

(Signed) W. 11. UOAVSCN, 
Sub-AsAatant SHperiaiendent, Tetegraphsy Uirjand. 


Tnclosure 4 in No. (51. 

Tablk (1) shoiving present Line Staff, including Persian Telegniphists. 
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Tablk (2) Wire and Nuinher of Posts from Khaf lo Seislan.§ 



^^r. Mnrlinq to Sir Edward Grey.^iReceived April 13.) 

(No. 73.) 

Sir, Tehran, March 2G, lOOS. 

WITH reference to my de.spatcli No. 3ti, Conliilential, of the 2(it!i ultimo. ] have 
tile honour to transmit herewith eonv of the identic note addre.sseil lo tlie Porsiaii 


• The terra gh'>l.'im*l)a8li5 w»)uM corronpmd witli onr hi'lian tel**j{raph sub-imi}>«clor, oml tliut uf 
Itiiolaui with uur Imlicui line-rider. 

t 'fbe Kussiaii Impector U (sjulvnlent to tin* Insneclliig Tnh'graph of Indlii. 

X Thu Kufi.'iinn inerhanic would itl»o correHpoiul with onr tiuh-inK{M;ctor; hut Im. liku thu Utter, Infl'ig 
rauro uKperioQced and butter tmimsl than the }(ho].-im-baHhi, is lutlAnilly Ur su]K‘riiir to him. 

5 Tno line liOfl been constructed with Misteen to tho venu.ani lliU works mit t« 24'15 jKwtis 
I'er mile. 
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Government by the Uussiun Minifiter and myself relative to the possibility of a change 
in the present administration of the Persian customs, and also of the reply I have 
received from the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

The reply is lioi so satisfactory as could Ixj wislied. It certainly states that tlie 
rejwrts of a couteinplatod change are without foundation, but it does not give any 
assurances that a change will not be made in the future. In view, however, of the 
repeated verbal assurances which both I and M. de Hurting have received from 
Mushir-ed-T)owleh that the Government have no intention of dismissing the present 
Belgian employes, and replacing them by other foieiguei*a, I think it unnecessary to 
press for more explicit assurances in ^vriting. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES M. MARIJNG. 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 62. 

fdentic Human anil IhUtsfi Sole communicated to Muskir-ed-Doudeh. 

Your Excellency, Tehran, March 6, 1908. 

Al/l’llOUGII formerly the Persian Gewernment had given a eolemu assurance to 
this Legation that there would bo no change in the system of administering the 
customs, according to re[}orts now current it would seem that some alterations in the 
abovi'-mentioned administration are contemplated. I therefore have the honour to 
reqm^sl your Excellency to confirm the previous assurances, and, should this report be 
incorrect, to deny it. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 62. 

Mushir-ed^Doudeh to Mr, Marlituj. 

ClVauslotion.) March 10, 1908. 

IX reply to your note of the Otli instant, inquiring as to the change of the state of 
the customs, 1 iiave the honour to state that no steps have been taken to change the 
condition of the customs, ami the rumour is unfounded. 

f avail, &c. 

(Signed) MUSHIR-EB-DOWLEH. 


[12648] No. 63. 

Mr. Marlituj to Sir Kdicurd Grey,—{Received Ajtril 13.) 

74.) 

Sir, Tehran, March 27,1908. 

I H.-WE the honour to transmit herewith the usual Monthly Summary of Events 
ill I'eisia for the last four weeks, including an account of the proceedings of the Persian 
Parliament. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) CHARLES M. MAULING. 
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Inclosure in No. 63. 

3 .—Monthly Summary of Events in Persia for week ending March 27, 1908. 


Tehran. 


The ^'ational Assejnbly. 

The Cabinet, reconstructed as follows, attended the House on the 29th 
February:— 

Minister of Interior and Premier .. .. Nizam-es-Sullaneh. 

Justice .. .. .. •• Moayed-es-Sultaneh. 

” Finance.Sani-ed-DowIeh. 

” Foreign Affairs.MuShi^-ed-Dowleh. 

W’ar .Zafar-ea-SuUaneh. 

„ Commerce and Customs.. .. Motamin-ul-Mulk. 

Education .Mukhber-es-Sultaneh. 

During tlic debate which followed, the question of the employment of foreign 
ailvisei's for each ^linistry was discussed. Condolences were expressed with the Shah 
on the previous day’s attempt on his life, and His Majesty wa.s congratulated on his 

lucky escape. , . , . . i 

On the 6th March the Regulations respecting the import into Gliilnn anil 
Mazandcran of silk worm seed were discussed at some length, and the arrangement 
was described as a “ concession ” accorded by tlie Government to Mohtashera-es- 
Sultancli. . . . » . . • I 

At the sitting of the 7th March a lengthy Rescript of the Shah was read, in which 
His Majesty urged the Assembly to insist upon- the speedy arrest of the persons who 
attempted his life on the 28th February. r zi. r. *• 

On the 8th March, at a secret sitting, the corruption of whicii some ot the Deputies 
liad been accused by the press, was discussed for over two hours, and it was strongly 
urged by the new Deputies tliat a full inquiry should bo held. This was agreed to by 
a ircncral show of hands, but so far no imjuiry has been made. . • i t 

’I'he most important sitting of the month was that of the lOtii March, at which the 
Foreign Minister was interpolated by Hussein Kuli Khan Nawab concerning the Anglo- 
Kussinn Agreement, and l)y Taki Zade respecting the German School project. Huasetn 
Kuli Khan endeavoured to show that tiic Persian Government hud “ protested against 
the Agrceiuent, and he expressed surprise at Lord Crewe's statement to Ihe contrary in 
the House of l.,ords on the lOth February. A lull translation of the (Ichate on this 
suhicci is annexed to this Report. Regarding the subvention agreed to by the I crsian 
Government for the German School at Tehran, Taki Zode stated that the House was 
against the grant of the subvention of 12,000 tomans a year to the school by the 
Persian Government, and asked on what rroiind the nalioiPs money had been granted. 
The Foreign Minister evaded rcsponsioility by throwing it upon the Minister oj 
Education, and left the House under the erroneous impression that the Shah had agreed 
to pay tlic money out of the Civil List. No moutioii was made of the undertaking 
to iMiy the subvention out of tlie Customs revenue. It was decided that in iutiwe 
no grants of the kind should be made without the full autliority and sanction ot the 

A letter from Prince Salar-ed-Dowleh, the Shah’s brother, who had again been 
placed under arrest, was read, asking the House whether it approved of iiis arrest 
witlinul trial. It was quite apparent from the debate which followed that the 
Prince, who led the rebellion in Ijiurislan lost summer, imd no sympathizers among 
the Deputies. ... 

Tlic PrcBidoiu still retains his scat, though his unpopularity is increasing. 


New Governors. 

The most important change is the uppoinimenl of the Zil-es-Sultan as Governor- 
General of Pars, who left for Shiraz on the 20th instant. 
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Ala-ul-Mulk has been appointed Governor of Ispahan, and Serdar Motazid (Belijct- 
ul-Mulk) lias left tor Kcrnmii. Zahir*ed-Dowleh, the popular head of the 
*' Dervish ” tratemity, and lately Governor of Kermanshah, has been appointed 
Governor of Kesht. 


The Press. 

1'he Mcdjlis newspaper has published several articles on Russo-Turkish relations, 
in which considerable intimacy with the internal conditions of Russia, but ignorance of 
lurkish ]>oliticK, is displayed. The articles are throughout extremely hostile to Rua'^ia, 
aiid lay great emphasis on her internal trouble^ and finaueial cmliarrassments. 
Discussing tlu* military [ireparedness of the two countries, and comparing their internal 
ditficuIticH, which arc described as greater tlian those of Persia, tlie writer comes to 
the conclusion that Turkey would be victorious in case of a war breaking out between 
tliem. 

The “ Mabl-uI-Malin *’ has not lately published anything about the Anglo-Russian 
Agreement, nor has it attacked tiie Russian Legation, but has devoted its nn^es to 
internal atfairs. 

All the newspapers have expressed horror at the attempt on the Phah's life. 

A leading newspajicr has written at some length, and in no flattering terms, of 
Germany’s position among the European Powers. 


General l^ews. 

,,,, I"/nnseciuenco of a disngreemciit will) the Board of Directors, Mi. Rabino the 
Lhiet Manager of the Imperial Ikiiik, has oUered his resignation. * 

M. Bizot arrived at 'rehriiii o)i the 22!)<i March. 

(Signed) U. P. CUITKCHILL. 

Oriental Secretary. 


nehnfe an the .inglo-Pusswn Agreement in the Persian Parliament an .\fnrrh 10, lOOS. 


Hussein hhan Xawab. C.B., snid that some time ago much criticism was 
pa>ised in the Uritish Parliament on the sulijcct of the Anglo-Russian Agreement, and 
the “Times” in giving an account of the debate in the House of Lords on the 
lOUi I'ehruary, staled that Lor<l Curzon, in the course of his criticisms on that part of 
the Agreement wlncli related to Persia, had oh.scrved that it was desirable to know wlmt 
view Persia took ot tlic Agreement. Lord Crewe, wlio replied on behalf of the Rritish 
(fovcrnmeiit, .said that tin* Persian Government had not uttered one word in protest 
against the Agreement, This statement was in the highest degree astonishing, as it was 
understood, ns .soon as ilic oflicinl news of the conclusion of tlie Agreement was received 
in Persia, that (he nyeossary protest would he made liy the Persian Government, lie 
moved to a.sk the Minister for Foreign Anair.s for information as to what steps had heen 
taken in the matter. 


.\/u.v/n>.r,/-/)m/*/, (.\lin for Foreign Allairs).—“'I’his subject was discussed in 
1, i stateil, in reply to inquiries, that the Russian and 

Rntish lAigations had Agreement to the Foreign Ministry, and that 

alter Nnser-ul-Mulk s Oahinel hud considered it, an answer was drawn up a copy of 
which was sent to all the foreign Representatives at liic Shah’s Court. The purport of 
this note was as tollow.s * * 


■ ‘As fhis Agrooment has heen coiicluilcd between liiissin ami Kiiglaml it is 
evident (lint its Ici iiib will conconi these two 1‘owers who have signeil it. The I’crsinu 
State, in view of the independoiice wliieli she possesses, will consider her interests and 
rights III general eotirelv ftce ami protected from the inllaenee or ell'eot of anv Itind ol 
Agreonieiil whieli has been or nmy he concluded between two or more foreign'Govern- 
ineiits regarding Persia. Uegnrding her relations with tlie friendly- States, Persia will 
ouserve tlie pohey ot the open door lor iiiteriiational eoimiieree, in aeeordaiiee with the 
Btipulalioiis ol the sacreil 'I'reaties. Uegardiiig loans the Persian Govermnenl will 
Inithtnl y observe tne Agreements entered into with liussia and Bngland.’ ” 

l]itsmn huh Khun iVnirnA.—“ It is therefore clear tlint the Persian Government 
made a lormal protest at the time, and that Lord Crewe’s statement in Parliament nns 


made in pursuance of political consiileralions of his own, and does not concern Persia, 
for it is quite apparent that a protest was made. 

“ When these matters were being discussed in the Uritish Parliament, I.ord Crewe 
stated that the Russian Government had given a separate documentary assurance 
rewarding tlie Persian Gulf to the British Government, containing a recognition of the 
British position in the Persian Gulf. It is my opinion that no one in this kingdom 
approves of the conclusion of Agreements between the friendly Powers respecting 
Persia, although any discussion which may pass between them, or any Agreement they 
mav conclude without our sanction has no significance. It would, however, he ns well 
for them to consider the feelings of the people of this comitry, and not to oifend them 
hv siicli proceedings, as Per.-ia has commercial and friendly relations witli all the 
countries of Europe. Has the Foreign Minister any information on the above- 
mentioned separate Agreement ? ” 

.\fu.ihir-ed-Dowleh.— “Xa the copy of the Agreement which unssent to tlie Foreign 
Office there was no mention whatever of the I’crsian Gulf, and no mention was mndo of 
this matter to the Foreign Ministry. No protest was therefore called for.” 

Hussein Kuli Khun Stiwab.—" The foreign newspapers in general write very freely 
aliiait Persia, although the Persian people have always observed, and now ob.scrve, their 
relations of friendship.” 

I.mnii-ef-//o/temn.— “ Regarding llic Sawnb’s remarks on what wo-s said in the 
British Parliament, and what was written in the newspapers, I would observe that the 
foreign press often publish matters which are not in strict accord with the truth, 
but answer piditical c.\igcncie8, and this is a case in point. Moreover, n protest, sneb ns 
was called lor, was made and was published in the newspapers." 

.S'eyrd llassnn Tuki Zntle .—“This question is of some importance. A matter is 
eoinmunicaled to the Britisli Legation, which in their turn coiomunicate it to their 
Foreign Office and to the appropriate quarter. How does it come about, therefore, that 
in the British Parliament it is so blatantly asserted in this manner that the Persian 
(iovernmenl liavo offered no protest?" He went on to say liuit the reason such a 
nii.sslatement enuld bo made was timl there was no Persitin oflicinl newspaper in w hich 
tlie I’ersinn protest could have been puldislied, and urged the institution of such a 
newspaper, lie said, in eoucliision: “ It would appear that they do not hear our 
proiest beeause they do not want to; and we must protest in n much loudei voice if we 
wish to he heard.” 

Mirzii Aijhu Mujiihiil .—“ As this spcecli was delivered by a particular Lord for 
poiiiieal purposes of his own, it is not neceasary to study it very enrefnily, or lo discuss 
it any flintier.” 

Tile snhjecl was then dropped. 


Tahreez, 

During February Tahreez was fairly quiet. The local authorities seemed to have 
gained the upper hand, and to have heen able to attend lo tlieir work. Their orders 
were carried out, nnd police patrolled the streets. 

Astrahad. 

The Governor of Astrahad, the Sepalidar (Jtinislcr of Telegraphs), is reported by 
the British .\gcnt to ho taking very energetic measures to keep the unruly 'I'urcomans 
of that district in order. 

Resht. 

Writing on the 10th March, His Majesty's Vice-Consul stated that Acting 
Governora .Mohtashem-nl-Mulk and Serdar Homayun have both resigned. Nc«' 
political societies were being formed daily, and trade was at a standstill. The town rvas 
unsafe al night, citizens heing attacked and shops looted. 

Meshed. 

1. The Russian Bank is organizing a Russian hospitrj, for which subscriptions arc 
being collected. It is proposed to liavc a large staff, including nurses. 

[15S0] P 
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2. U is reiiorted on good nuthority that the Russians have posted two detachments 

of Cossacks with tliree guns on tlic Darragea frontier. Tliis is probably owing to the 
disturbances in that district during which the office of the agent of the Russian Bank was 
broken open. . . , , 

3. II. lie Gicrs informed .Major Sykes tliat the Russian Secretary from labreez liad 
been appointed Vice-Consul for Seistan. and that M. de Klemme would probably go to 
the foreign Office to take over charge of the Central .Vsian section, while M.. Dabija, 
from Is])ahan, would come to Meshed. 

■1. 'I'hc Governor-Ccneral ordered illiiminalions in honour of the Shah.s escaiie, hut 
the order was disregarded. The general opinion was that had the attempt been 
succcssiiil the illutninalioiiH would have been justihed. 'fhe (Joveruor-General intornied 
Major Sykes very conndentially that upon his appointment to Khorassan, His Majesty 
secretly 'instructed him to upset matters in every way. 


Turhal-i-H(njderi. 

1. The disturbance reported in last month’s summary proved to he leas serious 

than there stated. The matter was settled by an apology from the Governor and 
the local Assembly. . 

2. 'I'welve Russian Cossacks arrived about the Iflth February, of whom six were to 
go on to Seistan and six to remain at Turbat. 

,3. Dr, Otto, the Russian doctor, has been relieved by Dr. Rosenbaum. 

4. The Governor of Turbat being pressed for the revenue by the Govcrnor-Oeneral 
of Khorassan early in March, took refuge in the Telegraph Office. 

h. Tinioiir Khan was wrongly staled to have been in charge ^of a caravan on 
the Yezd road, lie is engaged in robbery on that road, and has fifty to sixty men 
with him. 

Ispahan, 


1. 'I'lio Russian Oonsnl-Gencral recently held several meetings of native merchants 

at the Consulate after dark. His purpose was not known, but the Aghas suspected him 
of stirring up the licople against them. They accordingly denounced the mcrchanks m 
the Mosipie, and ordered a boycott of Uus.siaii goods. _ 

2. Ala-iil-.Mulk, while on his way to Kerman ns Governor, wn.s appointed Governor 

of Ispahan. . „ ,• i 

3. Mr. Barnham, on transfer to Smyrna, left Ispahan tor Biishire on the 


11th March. , , , , i 

,4. The Zil-cs-Snltan, on his way to Shiraz, arrived at Ispahan on the 24th iMarch. 


Yezd. 

1. A mad .Scyed, of anti-Riiropenn tendencies, has several times annoyed the 
Hiiropoan officials of the bank, even attempting to pull one of them off his horse. I’hc 
-Acting Governor has been reipiestcd to restrain him. 

2. The town remains without a Governor, and a telegram received on the 
11th March stated that numbers of villagers had arrived in the town and were parading 
the streets. They wished to take refuge in the British telegraph oflicc, but were 
dissuaded. Unless they soon receive some reply to their petitions to Tchranj it seems 
likely that an outbreak against property and Parsees may result. His Majesty s Charge 
d’Atl'aires is making representations on the subject. 


Seislan. 

1. Borne uneasiness has been caiisod to the Persian Government by^atoiir made by 
the Afghan Governor of Farrali in Chakansur on the Bcistaii border. ’I heir apprehen¬ 
sions appear to be groundless. ’I'hc Governor is said to contemplate establishing Ironticr 
posts at Yeztiaii, Maliki, Giilwarda, and Lab-i-Shiir. 

*2. Five Turks arrived in Beistan about the 16th February Iroiii India byAlic Nushki 
route. They stated they were deserters from Turkish troops in the Yemen, and 
proposed to slay in Persia until they could return in satety to Turkey. . , , 

3. The Governor of Biriand is slated to be on very Iriendly terms with the Riisstaii 
doctor there. .Major Kciinioii adds that we have no one of sufficient standing at Birjand 
for the Governor to call on. 


.55 


4 During Jamtary there were nninv Kainis buying gram m Seistan. Gram was 
reoortk to be very cheap in the Farrab district, but its export to Persia is not alloiyed. 

On the loth Febriiarv .M. Bothiaii informed Major keiinion that he had receiicd 
instructions to allow the export of 2,000 kharvnrs ol gram. It is unlikely that traders 
will avail themselves of this permission unless the export duty and passport tees .ire 

reduced.^ new canal has been completed by the .\fghans from Dehfiirjin to Dahiiardi. 
Kerinnn. 

1 Farlv in Febniarv four men entered the house of a Parsec iiierchant at Ralsinjan 
and after plundering bis'shop of 1.500 tomans worth of money and goods, fimd at limi 
with revolvers and left him for dead. The Parsec managed alter some hours to reach a 
friend’s house, where, being unable to speak, as one bullet had lodged m his throat, he 
wrote an account of the occurrence. The wounded man was brought into Keriiinn, w here 
it was found that he had six bullets in his throat and ,)aw. I opes arc entertamed -> 1 is 
recovery Oflale, both in Bum and in Keniian, 1 arsees have been niiiltieatcd by lmlgb^. 
■Iffiev aj,pealed for protection to His Majesty’s Consul, who obtaiiicd Irom tlie Deimty 

Gov’ernor a promise that he would do what he could. ,. , i.ni 

0 During February Kerman toittinued in a disturbed conoition, the Adil-e - 
Sultan’s return to town leading to fresh disordere. The Ala-iil-.Miilk, ivho had been 
appointed Governor, but was transferred to Ispabiiii wliilc cii >^ri;n)'of 

succeeded by Sirdar Motazid. This appointment was unpopular, and leu to the closing ot 

the toa«^ l.-ebrunry, robbed by live mounted men 

of i 500 lonnins'vorth of property a low miles trom Mtiliin* i i 

’<1. Kabuter Khan, the secoiul .stage out on the \ ezi! road, Iio-s recently been loottil 

and Governor of Baliicbistan, arrived in Bam on the 7th Febriniiy 

with some Khans ami sixteen Ualucbis. 

Kcnnanshali. 

1. The arrival of Beycd Akber, a reactionary Mullnb, from Tehran led to sonic 
disturbances in the first week in March, ’fhe Acting Governor, however, rc.slorcd o der, 
and the Seyed was, in nccordnnce with orders from Tehran, cxiielled and sent to Kerhela. 

Majesty’s Consul is of opinion that the Shah’s .supporter.s are numerous in 
iLrinanshalu and that if civil war broke out tbo tribes woiih also be <>» . 

2. The Guran district has lately been m a state ol disturbance oning to quarrel, 

among the lieutenants of the hereditary Governor, Miinsiir-nl-Miilk. Z„H,niieb 

3. ’file Vali of Pusht-i-Kiik was reported lately to be at .Anarek, near AorbatiLli, 

t'“l*-Snltaneh. tatlier-iii-law of Prince 
captured the town of Khorrcniahad. He looted all tbe property of the Govcr ioi, wh 
took refuge in the house of the Chief Priest. The Governor ot Liiristan is ntpbcw ol 

the present Prime Minister, Nizain-cs-Siiltaneh. • , in „,;i,;„ c,,.,,, R,i.r,lii,l 

5. Ainimmition and military stores continue to arrive at Kha iikm from Ba„diid, 
ICarly in March there wore said to be 2,()(K> troops there, manily Kotins. 

iShiraz. 

1 Sahih Ukhtiar, Governor-General of Fnrs, arrived at his post on the 8lh Febriiarv. 
Ill an interview with llis Majesty’s Consul, ho stated that he thought 
Mulk’s relarii to Shiraz would cause trouble. The Kayani arrived on 
Irom Tehran. On the 7th March the Kavain was shot iii Ills own court-yard, l it b lltf 
iiriking him, and a sixth killing a servant who tried to save >>■’<’"‘''•‘‘r ' . " 
died about twenty miiiiites later. The assii-siii Ihen shot hiinscll in the 
was seenred and imi.risoiicd. Mr. Grabamo went to the Kaviims house ns 1^ 

rceeived news of the nifair. 'fhe two sous of the Kavain (Salar-cs-Millnii 
Itowleh) informed him that the miirdcicr, one iNemctiillnb, had recently " ^ 

-ervice of Motamid-i-Divaii as coachman. They ihreatened vengeance "'‘J’ ‘ j ' 
Divan as the author of the crime, and produced apiece of paper said to bt lake i ];o'; > 
iiocket of the murderer on which was written '‘murderer o .Nasr-ed-I)owlch nity 
declared they knew whose the writing was. Mr. Grahame begged them to check any 






excesses OH the pnrt of'tlieir followers. The murilerei’ died a few hours later, after having, 
according to Kavani’s sons, confessed Hint Molamid-i-Divan and the Lari Seyed had 
instigated the crime. .Mr. (iralmmc next interviewed the tiovernor-Gencral, who was 
much perturbed, and jiraciically abdienlcd his powers in favour of the Kavam's sons. 
Next day .Mr. Grahnnie found the Governor-tiencral r.stiicr less perturbed His I'lxecl- 
leney summoned Motamid-i-Divan to the palace for examination, and he was brought 
there after dark under a strong escort. On the illh March, at the obsequies of the 
Kavam, Salar-es-.Sultan was shot in the thigh, .and one of the leading priests was also 
hit, it is said hv the same bullet. The priest died the same day, but Salar-cs-Sultan is 
recovering, (tne Seyed Ahmed Dnstaki, it leader of the faction opposed to the Kavam, 
was said to have fired the shot. He was killed ; his body was then gibbeted, drenched 
with oil and burned, and the remains were thrown in the town ditch. It is now asserted 
that the Seyed did not lire the shot. On the same day the Kavamis demanded the 
blood of the .Motamid-i-Divan from the Governor-General, hut rmly received an evasive 
reply. The lOlh passed quietly, and h.v the 11th .March public opinion, at first favour¬ 
able to Salar-es-8ultan, had turned against him. 

The /.ii-es-Sultan having been appointed Governor-General of Furs, has left Tehran 
for Shiraz. Meanwhile the situation, if no worse, shows no signs of improvemefit. 

•J. The liushire road, after being closed for a mouth by disturbances, was opened 
again on the 17th li'chruarv. Posts are once more arriving in time. 

Peiisiax Gui.p, 

Hiis/iirr. 

1. 'flic mone.v which wa.s subscribed in Jiushire last year and sent to Tehran towards 
the establishment of a National liank has been returned to liushire and paid hack to the 
suhserihcr.s, the project having fallen through. 

•J. The .Mollahs have formed an Rnjumen of their own, called the Shaukat-ul- 
Islam. In the local Assembly the representatives of the Mollahs, of the mercantile 
con.munily, and of the gentry have resigned. It is believed that the Governor is 
secretly working against the .Issemhly. 

'fhe local Agent of the Persian Foreign Office has been appointed to watch 
the interests of the lliissian Consiilate-Gciieral during the absence of the Consul- 
General. 

•1. The oppres-sioii by local Chiefs on the Biisliire-Shiraz road of muleieers ii-ing 
that road has recently formed the siilijccl of representations by His .Majesty’s Legation 
to lh^ Persian Government. 

.'i. fhe local Assembly having dcinaiidcd from the Director of Customs the details 
ol the revenue and expendilitre of the Customs repartuient, the latter declined to 
furnish the intornnitioii asked tor. The local Assembly then referred the matter to 
'I'ehran. The Finunec Mini.ster, in reply, informed lliem that the matter was beyond 
their province, hut they could ask the Govcinor to give them the information. This the 
Governor dechned to do. 

tk Herr Knit -lung, Germim (hnniner'ial Delegate, arrived on the lltli Fehriiury, 
His movements form the subject of a aepantc despatch. 

Hunder Alihan, 

It is .stated that the local .Assembly has made representations to Tehran, pointing 
out that the liritish Government has exclusive use of the telegraph line, and requesting 
the opening to the piihlie of a telegraph office on the ground that the want of one is a 
hindrance to the trade of the pnrt. This representation is stated to have originated 
witli Sadic-e--Sultaueh iiclitig at the instigation of the Itus-sian Consul. 

'fhe Uiiasian Minister has tolcgraphod to Sadid-es Sultaneh not to interfere in 
matters that do not concern hiiii, 

Moliammerati. 

1. Abdul Masilt Aiitaki, editor of the " A1 Amnrati,” of Cairo, who t.|)penra to have 
come on a begging expedition, received a money present from the Sheikh of Moham- 
nicrah. He was acquainted with Abdul Waliah Pasha, of Biissorah, hut was afraid to 
go to Turkish territory for fear of being arrested. 

Karlv in February a deputation from the Baklitiari Khans visited the Sheikh to 
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nssure him of their friendship and their, desire to come to an understanding with him 
Ml the Khans were represented. The Sheikh said he would make an agreement w.l^h 
them, and advised them to have a common policy and to secure the peace of their 

The Bakhtiari Ilkhani was in February collecting a force to make a retaliatory 
raid oil the Kuhgolu tribe. 


Ahwnz. 


The Oil Syndicate has closed its works at Mamatuin. The Indian guard has 
accordingly been posted at Maidan-i-Munaftun. 

(Signed) C. B. STOKES, Major, 

“ .l/i/ifney Attache. 


[12650] 

Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Greg. — [Rer.eiveii April 13.) 

Te'iran, .March 37, 1!)08. 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 08 of the 25th instant, I liuve the honour to 
tninsniit hSli copy of « f™n Consnl-Genonil Wratishiw on 

the nnofficial representations which he has made to lIohta.shem-es^. .m^ 
considerate treatment of Sunni Kurds in Persian territory. Jlr. \\ latislaw a action 
was taken at the instance of the Turkish frontier officer, wlio,. on his departure from 
Urmia, professed to be apprehensive for the fate of Sunnis when he was no longer 
present to protect them. ^ 

(Signed)''"'*’ CHARLES M. MARLING. 


Inclosure in No. G4. 

Consul-General IVratisluw to Mr. .Marling. 

Ur mi, March H, 1U08. 

I HAVE the honour to report that, two days after the departure of the Turkish 
('onimissioii, Memdoiih Bey, Turkish Consul at Khoi, who has been here for « 

tinriioping for his recognition bv the Persian Government as Otto^n Representa ve 
in the lUstrmt, bronghl mo a letter from Taher Pasha, dated the 2Jth lebruary (the 
day he left), of which the following is a translation 

■' Our Jlussulmun subjects say that just now they are in great danger. 
it w;is decided between the two Governments that our ollieials should have the light ol 
iiitervention to prevent oppression of Sunnis, Persian subjects, who live in Kurdistan, 
von know what the Persians are like. They do not regard such tiling, but do just as 
they please. Also they refuse to recognize the mission of Menidouh Bey, who has come 
iuTo/ Last niftht our subjects raised a great lament, so I thought of asking bomething 
of VOII till our return, or till orders come about Menidouh Boy. \\ ith your permission 
1 will explain it. As there is no one here now to protect our subjects, please do w liai 
you can, and voiir jvosition allows, not ollicially but as aii act of grace, to prevent their 
being harmed, should they request protection. Menidouh Boy will give you deUiils. 

1 told Memdouh Bey that of course I had no right to mterfere officially on hohaU 
of Turkish subjects or Sunnis generally, but that I would advise Molitasbeni-es-Sultaneh 
ill a friendly way to do all in his power to prevent any annoyance to them. At the 
same time 1 remarked that nothing had come to my care of a nature to justify lohers 
fears on behalf of his co-religionists in the town, though I had heard of a recent attack 
on a party of Kurds returning to Soujlionlak by the inhabitants of some I ersian villages 
on the road, who had killed one or more aud robbed the rest. Memdouh Boy in reply 
insisted on the danger to which Sunnis wore exposed at tho present time, without, 

however, citing iiiiv particular instiinee ill support of his assertion. , 

I called the Slime day on Mohtashem-es-Sultaneh, aud, without mentioning fullers 
appi'iil to me, sixike in general terms of the iKjsition of tho Simiiis and the aiipre- 
liensiou.s under whieh they apjieared to be labouring. I pointed out to him how 
[LhSO] ■ M 







68 


ilesirablo it wan that the froutier question should not ho further complicated by any 
untoward incident connected wiUi them, and suggested that it would be politic to show 
them special consideration under present circumstances. • _ .r 

Mohtashem assured mo that he was fully alive U. the exigencies of the situat on 
and that he had taken and would continue to Uike all l^iblc f ° 

any molestation of Sunnis in the town, lie had already had twenty of the 
Hupposed to be concerned in the attack on the Soujlmulnk Kurds impriaoue|d, and had 
stationed soldiers in their villages to prevent the recurrence of such incKlents. 

1 understand that Memdoiih Bey’s record is such as to make the 1 ersian Govern¬ 
ment unwilling to have him represent 'I’lirkish interests here at the ptescnl cnsis. i t 
the same lime the existing Turkish Vice-Consul (as he calls himself, though he s only 
a correspondent) is a Ncstorian, and carrii'S no weight at all, and it is natural that the 
Porte ahoiihi desire a more competent Representative. • a .i „ 

The outrages of the Shekoik Kurds on the Salmas road have begun agam with the 
approach of spring, and the soldiers sent to keep them in check seem unalile to do so. 

* ' I have, Ac. 

(Signed) A. C. \VUAT1SLA\\ . 


[12651] 

Mr. Marlintj to Sir Ktlward Grey.—{Received April 13.) 

"■ Tehran. March 27, IMS. 

THOUGH the past four weeks have not produced any very marked altcnition in 
the general situation, such change as is apiiarcnt is, I regret to say, for the worse 

rathc^tlian forjhe^lm^^^ attempt on his life, the Shah, in spite of the advice which 
is alleged to have been urged on him by some of the reactionaries at the Palace has 
reniained apparentiv passive, and his relations with the Assembly hat e been 
aeeomp'iuied bv less friction than at any other period. It is too much to hope that 
this is the result of anv change of His Ma)est,y’s feelings towards his Parliamcut; t 
is rather Hie result of the atlentiU, and perhaps also of the consciousness that H e 
" Meiliss” is becoming so discredited and unpopular that it may die a natural death. 
The Asseinblv has continued to lose ground in public esteem, partly on amount of its 
own inherent inefficiency, hut partly also owing to the il -judged i.tforts of t e 
President to imiirove its working. His preference for conducting business in the 
privacy of Committees has extended to the ordinary sittings of the Uouse, of which 
!i( present ahoiil one in three are held with closed doors; and he has furthei ssiied 
regulations for the admission of the imblie. As he possesses considerable authority 
wiHi the Hcpiities, this apiiareni design to veil his proceedings from the public ga/.c, 
produce:' a general disposition to believe that Bliteshain-es-Siiltaneh is no lon^ci the 
.ardent patrmt, hut is working in other inti'resUs, either thos.' of the Shall or his ow n. 
He 1ms consequently become exceedingly unpopular, and a few days ago it seemed 

unite on the cards that he would be forced to resign. m , 

Possibly the eyeni which luav have the most elTcet on the situation in relinin is 
the removaf for the time being Jf Zil-es-Sultan by his apiioiutmeiit as Governor of 
P'ars. There can hi' no doubt that there is a certain party here who look to his 
aeeessioii to iiower in one way or another as a possible solution ol I ersia s difficultic.s, 
and that he readily lent himself to the idea. He was consequently an object of 
distrust to the Shah*, who was knxious to he rid ol his dangerous relative and jiresscd 
him to go to Hiirope for a season. Zil-es-Sultan possibly meant to do so, for he went 
Ko far as to ask tho Uussian Minister to get n siup of war placed at Ins disposal to 
convey him from linzcli to Petrovsk, whilst he also came to pay mo a visit to 
anmnince his imiiendiiig departure. However, the next morning I received news 
which eoiiviiiced me that His Imperial Highness had aha»<loi|e'! the idea of leaving 
Persia, and the rumours that he was to supersede Sahih Kkhtiar at Shiraz loft no 
doubt about the reason for his change of plans. I think His Imperial nighness was 
really desirous of obtaining the niipointment—he is said to have paid Nizaiu-es- 
Sultaneh Iti.OtlO tomans for it but hesitated to jeopardize his game at the capital by 
withdrawing to a distant proyincc. When at last he made up liis mind, he took Ins 
departui-e inosl abruptly, in fact it was not gcnemlly known till the following day 
His Imperial ITigliness is travelling with extraorilinary rapidity, having reached 
Ispahan from Tehran in four days. I took no stop to influence him one way or the 
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.1,. m.*, ,.r 

Ih^Gol-^ruOT ia fac“ ^ tost'6^head"ap^ think it is not 

„v,.oltonl Governor hut as he is of a timorous disposition and has not rt'c money to 
find the troops which the Government had been unable to send him, I thought 
fnttnr not to coinnlv with his request for the support of the Legation to maintain him 

n to office and S-re urg^^ the Government to take such measures as they could 

r ^nintoinrier Z l es Sultan at all events possesses many of the qualities which 
tlX Sar hacks f hcls vcwy^ probably raise a sufficient force of men 

from among his villages at Ispahan to enforce respect tor Ins .authority, and is repu 
LTavTlicel a stron- Governor. Conditions have, however, so much changed, that it 

ou. ft.I ji,.t p.«.j ft; i".";;'.;.".? 

•■"‘“m^hr-cneral summary it will he seen, that though there have been no 

serious disorders! a condition of peaceful anarchy continues, and 

the Central Govmnmcnt is any more able than ormer y to enforce its anthority. 

I nave, Ac. 

(Signed) C1I.VBLKS M. MARLING. 


[12593] 

.S-ir A. Nicolson to Sir Edward Grey.-{Received .tpril 13.) 

^0. 182.) Petirshuryh, April G, 11)08. 

1 HAVR the honour to transmit herewith copy of f 

levenues and, if vou consid.-r such a course desirable, 1 night acquaint -'l- 

hv a cmUbmaiice of their present tendency to subset^ «. S 

ii may he sufficient if 1 were simply to acquaint 1 ''.','1, 

hetweL the Mtishir-ed-Uowleh and -Mr. Marling, and subse<iuentl\ with .\bhas 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. NICOI.SON. 


Iiiclosurc in No. (JU. 

.Ut’mo(«)idur(i communicated tty the Russian Miniiihy for horeUjn Ajt'uirs to lirtiish 
Emlitissy. 

lb parait quo la question d’uii subside aiiiiuel de 7,000 tomans Jiour 1 ccole 
Allemuiide de Tfiheran, formant I’objct de raide iiiemoirc dc rAmbassadc liritaiiiiKiuu 
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(ill 10 liars, a nrov..qu6 <lc vifs (liibal.s an Miidjliss ct ([uc I’Assambldc ne se 
iHn naiil lias ii d&linir (a- i.rojet, a (iiicru'iiiu.Miieiil imdesKi f;""'''*’ 
arise ii san iiisii. Alia dc sarl'.r dune miiinerc on dune antic do la position 
diflicile dans laiiiiolle il s’etair li-oiive, le President do la Cliamiirc a ddclard aiix 
UiqmKis (|iie le subside serait prdlevd par f>a Majestii le Scbali sur ses somuics 

''^"*'l)ans ees conditions une protestation de la part ilc la Graudc-Brctapii ‘-■t <1*; la 
Itiissic dovient superiluc, senible-1-il; inais s’ll litait dcciiui a 1 avcmr d allectei ii cette 
L les rcvenuB doiianinra, lesdeux Klals seraieiil livideninient fondes a lirotestor coutre 
line parcille inesiir-, sc liasaiit sur les droits (piMls possiSdoiit sur ces reveniis. 

tjaiiit-IVlersiioiiry, le 20 Muis (2 AvnI), 1000. 


[12594] '''• 

Sir A. Nkolson to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April 13.) 

^o. 1,S3.) Petersburylif April 7, 190S. 

.Ml! MAULING was good cnougb to repeat to inc bis telegram of to-day’s date 
relative to tlie desire of the Persian'tioverniiient for llie erection of a second wire 
b.'iweeii 'relirun and Sliabrud, and to the favcairable opportunity which appi'ared to be 

olTeri'd for elleeting the exehange of the telegraph lines ill Persia. , . -i . ,k 

I hardly expuel that M. Isvolsky is yet ill a Pfitioii to reply in detai to the 
.Meiiiorandiiiu which 1 eoiuniuuieiited to him on the 2ur(l ultimo, but I thought that it 
would not be inopportiine to reiniiid him of the suggestion which hud been made tliut 
the method of ohtainitig the eoiiseiil of llie Persian Gtiyeriiiiieiil to the prop'^ed 
e.seliange .sluadd be left to M. de Ihirtwig and Hr. Marling to determine. 1 eon- 
senuentiv addressed a private letter to him, di-.iwiiig his attention to that point, and at 
thJ samJ timo inforniiiig him of the desire of tin- Persian Government to erect a seco^ 
wire to Shahriid, and of the opinion expressed by tin? two Uepresentatives that the 
moment was now favourable for approaehing the aulhorilies at Tehran. I added that 
while M. do llartwig and Mr. Marling were treating with the Persian Goveriinieiit, he 
would no doubt be able to deal with the (piestions detailed in my aliove-mcntioned 
Memorandum, and that therefore the exchange could be effected without delay as soon 
as the Persian Government had uotilied their eoiiciirreiu'O with the general principle. 

1 submit that il would be well to await a reidy from M. Isvolsky to the Meinoraudimi 
wliieh was eoiniiiiinicated to him on the ‘J.'trd ultimo before any action is taken as to 
the (letails of the exehange. ^ 

(Signed) A. NIGOUSOK. 


[128341 

India UJlice to Enreiijn Ol/ke.—{ Received April 13.) 

TllK L’lider-Seereiarv of Stale for India presents his compliments to the Umler- 
Seerelarv of State for I'oreigii Adairs, and, by direction of Mr. Seerelaiy Morley, 
forwariL herewith, tor the iiiformalioii of llio Secretary of State, copy of a telegriun 
to tile Viceroy, dated the 7th instaut, relative to the capture of the Uiiyir pirates. 

India Office, April 11, lUOS. 


Inelosiirc in Ho. 08. 

Mr. Morley to Government of India. 

iTelegraphio.) P. India Office, Apirll. im. 

DAVIU pirates. Your telegram of the 17th ultimo. . 

(turappreeiation of services of Khan of Ihitidor liig will be eonveyei to Persian 
Governmeiit l.y llis Majesty’s Minister at Tehran, who will let Major t'ox know when 
ihis lias luvii ilone, ao lliiU Ivlmn iimy he informed l>y tlio lallcr. 
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[12878] 

Sir A. Nicohen to Stp Edwtrrd Grffy;**—,rfprtM3.) 

&.Imlhic 1 P. 1''^' 

FXCTIANGK of telegraphs. My Momorandnm of the 28rd March. 

1 iiave received an unsatisfactory reply from the Russian Government. It agrees 
to the arrangemoiita proposed in regard to transfer of lehran-JIcshed line, .is they 
nrv it is observed, in complete harmony with Article I Oe the Arrangoment of the 
31s't August. 1907, which states that the line should pa-ss to the Itnssian Adniniistni- 
filnmM .1 same conditions in which it is under the British Admniistration ho 
admission therefore, of British omidoyds to the use of the line is but a logical 
conscouence naturally flowing from' tho priiiniple established in tbo above Article. 

As regards tho ALshedaSoisUin line, tlurMcmomndum obsi-rvcs that our j'«>l>^ls 
in re-ard to the withdrawal of Russian employifs from the section south 
not ill eoiiformitv with Article II of Arrangoment of the Slst .A.iiguat, although the 
said withdrawal is compensated by the proposed removal of British employes "O'"* ^ 
Khaf C the Menu,randiim argues that as the line, is to be banded over 1^ the 
Russian Vdministration on the same conditions as at present (ixist, .and as Briti. 
emnlovds are at present allowed to use tho line, the Russiaii (iinployiisahoiiUl 
lie eoiiallv allowed access when the line [lasses to the British Adimnistintion, 
as the Memorandum of tlie 23rd Maridi admits tile .same principle in regaid to tlie 
Tidir iii-Me.shed line in ros|K;cl to British employes having access to it when it [sisses 
under Russian eoiitrol. Jlemoranduin eoiisidei-s that the most eqiiitalilc arrangoment 
would hnWori- r<,r British em,,loyi« to have tuicess at fixed hoUm to seetum nort 
of Khaf, and Russian omployds to liavc ■similar luicess t<) se<.dion soiil ii of Ixli. f, .i. h.. 
l.eeii nronosed in Memoranduni of the 23rd JIareh lor the lehr.iii-.MesInd lini.. 

•fhe Russian interpretation of the above-incntioned two Articles of I 
* Hwt ‘iict Aixumt. 1907 is. in inv npinion, meorruct. L!n. icUntiou oi 
sb'irillers was in no udse contemplated in the expression “ same coiidilions, which 
retw e i to upkeep, &e., and arrangenieiils with the Persian Governiiient. Ihewith- 
r 1 ■ of a em| h>v6s was. 1 venture to [loiiil out, suggested by our original [iroposnl. 
te ilIcCm. lo'm^lcspateh No. 132 of the 13th Mairli, 1907), and tho reinovml (if 
si.-iedlei-s as eonstiiiiting one of the eiiiises of friction was always oiii ide.i, ami om 
wTiii'li 1 eertaiiilv eoiisidemd that tlie Russian Oovoriimeiit shared. I would call your 
iitteiition ill regard to this point to the Memoiunduiu from the Russian (loiernmi.iit, 
mid es|,eeitilly Ui the first three [laragraphs of it, whicli was melo.sed iii my despatch 

?do''ii(d'pn,pose to enter into a di.seussioii now on the subject, as 1 sliall shortly 
11,. ihle to eoiisiill with vou personally in London, and as the ,|uesli(m o the rctentioii 
of itritisli signallers at .Meshed and Tchnaii is still under disciiasioii with the (loieiii- 
nient of India, but I fear that our ease on this point, has lieen weakened liy the 
suggestions contained in the .Memorandum of the 23rd March as to their i-ctention. 


[12818] 

.Mr. .\larliny to Sir Edward Grey.— {Received April 13.) 

geSihic.) En Clair. VeArea, .Iprif 13, lUOS. 

Mi;,lSTRY resigned. 


[12819] "I- 

Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April 13./ 

(Teie' wi'nhie ) P Tehran, April IS, WlPi. 

' KxSliANGK of telegraph lines, incidence of expenses,and inforuiatioii respecting 
olliccs iK-lweon Khaf and Beistan. is„i„,„„ ,„„1 

Diserepaneies in the accounts given by Ills Majesty a Consuls in Seistaii and 
Mcsheil have prevented me from replying sooner to your telegram No. bl, ot -ant 
March. i, 

[1.W0] 
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The following information, the accuracy of which Major Sykes confirms, has now 
been rccciveil from Major Konnion ;— 

1. A'hn/.—The Russian Inspector has a dwelling-house, for wliich he may pay 
rent, and whicli he uses as olfice connected with the line. It is a Persian office at rent 
of 600 krans per annum. 

2. Tlie office at ISuniabad is the property of the fiovernment, 

3. Kain. —A Persian office at a rent of 300 krans per annum. 

4. Ilirjiind.-Hiimo comlilions as above, but the rent is ody 240 krans per anniuu. 

.fi. Also same as foregoing, but only 72 krans is paid for rent. 

0. The office belongs to the Government of Persia. The same room is 

uw'd by tile Russian Inspector, who also lives on the premises. 

7. iVcii. - One hundred krans is paid by Persians in rent. 

8. Ilandan. —The oHioe here belongs to the iStalc. 

I) Seinlim .—The office is also l.lovermnent property, and the Russians have a 
room in it. 

1 am informed that the Persians pay the office rents. 

The Kussians have no separate offices apart from the first-named exception, i.e., 

tlie building at Khat , . c > i i i . 

With reference to the iiayment of the ollice rents. Major hykes telegraphs that, 
according to his information, the Russians refund to the Sipahdar the money paid for 
rents by the Persians. 


[12627J ^0- 72- 

Sir Eilward Grey to Sir A. Nicolson. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, April 14, 1008. 

,SIIHVI'INTION to German school at Tehran. 

With refereueo to your despatch Iso. 182 and to despatch No. 53 from llis 
Majeslv’s Charge d'AIIaires at Tehran. , , , . . , i 

1 consider that, as there is now no doubt that the subvention is secured on the 
ciistoiiis. joint action is desirable. I would, therefore, propose that instructions should 
be sunt to the Rcpreaeiitutives of the two Powers to inform the Persian Government 
that in future, before the customs revenues are pletiged, we shall, in virtue of the 
prioritv of our lien on those revenues, cxjiect to be consulted, and that unless this is 
done tiic two Governments will be forced to take steps in concert in order to provide 
for the safety of their interests. , „ r 

' We jirefer, in view of the opinion o.vjiressed by Mr. .Marling, that all reference to 
M. liizol or to the Gerniau school should lie eliminated. 


[9763] 

Sir Eilirartl Qrcy lo Mr. yfarliiuj. 

<N(>. 57.1 

Foreign April 14,11)08. 

ON the receipt of Sir C. Spring-Rice’s despatch No. 152 ot the llith July, ]!Ml7, 
relative to the elaitii of the Persian I'riitisporl tNiiiipany ngainst the Raklitiari Khans 
lor siitiis due in contieclioii with the Ahwaz-Isfahan road, I caused a letter to he 
addressed to the Coniiiaiiy, embodyiiig his observations on the stiueiiiciit of accounte 
suliniitted by them in their coiiimiinientioii of the 17lh May, 11)07. 

1 trnnsiiiit to you herewith cojiy of the Coniiiany’s reply to that letter, from which 
it appears tlial they adhere in all respects lo the attitude which they originally adopted 

on this i|uestioti.* , . .. , r i • i 

As regards the accounts for expenses incurred tor inspection ami repair of bridges, 
ami for auioimts due fm iustaluients mid interest on capital expenditure on construction, 
you will observe that the C'omiiatiy renew their eomiilaint respecting the refusal of Ills 
.Majesty's Govcrnnient to siinction the calculation of interest at a higher rale than 
6 iicr cent. They state that they are unable to find in Article 2 of the Agreement tor 
the eonstruetioii of the road any provision altering the rate ot interest paid on overdue 


• See Part .\lll, .No. 394. 


[12972] No. 71®. 

The Imperial Bank of Persia to Foreign Office.—{Received April 14.) 

Dear Sir 25, Abchurch Lane, London, April 13, 1908. 

sir’THOMAS JACKSON has just called, and asks me to write to you regarding 
the Customs of Kermanshah. 

The Hank is supposed to receive the eustoiiis receipts at Keriiiatishali and to 
transfer them to Tehran for the credit of the Persian Govcriinieiit. We caiiiiot, 
liowever, bo sure that we receive tlie full amount collected at Kermanshah, and wo are 
unable lo say what proportion of the*amount the Bank is permitted to retain. In the 
month of February' last we were infonued by the eliief manager of the Bank in Tehran 
that a sum of krans 470,732'80, which was credited lo the account of Haji llussein 
Aga Amiii-i-Zarb in October atid November last year, was paid out of the Keniiaiishah 
eustoiiis receipts. 

I I'omain, &c. 

(Signed) G. NEWELL, 

Manager, 


U® 


[1.580] 






63 


amounts, and they point out that that rate, in Persia, is usually from 12 to 15 PC'' cent. 

L Umt hy acquieLing in the lower rale on which His Majesty’s Government msis they 
would simplv be offering to the Khans a strong inducement to continue in their debt 
It is doubtless true that the Article cited does not contain any specific mention ot 
overdue amounts, hut neither arc such ainounls specifically excepted trom its operation 
and it would therefore appear that His Majesty’s Government cannot do otheniise than 
adhere to their refusal to permit the charge ot a. higher rale ot interest than 0 per ixi t , 
in-nitc of the effect which this decision is likely, in the opinion ot the Conipaii), 

moduce on the attitude of the Khans towards their liabilities 

\s regards the charge for repairing and painting bridges in 1.J04, they ijrotc^i 
a-ainst the relusal of His Majesty’s floveriinient to iierniit interest to be demanded on 
this aecounl, on the ground that it has never been presented to the Khans, and the., 
noint out that the responsibility for the omission to present it rests not upon tliemsehes, 
but unon Mr. I’reecc, who was at that time His Majesty s Consul-General at Istahan. 

It, is true that Mr. Preeec rcfuse.l to present this account, and the rea.son for his 
refusal, as shown by his desiiatcli to Sir A. llardinge, N.n 57 of the 3()tli December, 
I!)04 was that he considered the charge excessive. Sir C. Spnng-Kice and His 
Maie'stv’s Vice-Conful at Ahwaz considered, however, as .shown in the former s dospate i 
inidcr reply, that no exception could he taken to the several items of the accouii , am 
the Company were informed on the 10th October that these were umd.jcctionablc. -As 

lou will observe, note is taken of this statement in their preseui letter. 

^ This inconsistency in the altitude of His Majesty Government is uiiforlunate and 
places them in an eiiibarrassing jiosition. They must either adimt to the Co''‘P‘'"y 
they refused to presonl to the Khans an account, the items ot wliicli they now iccOoni-ie 
to be reasonable, or they must urge the Khans to pay interest on a sum winch they were 

not given the opportunity of paying when it fir.st fell due. , 

'fhe interest at the rate of 6 per cent., sanctioned by His Majc.sty s Government 
would appear to amount to about 60/., and you are aware that the account has now licet. 

presented to the Khans without it. , ,i ,, 

In tliese circumstances the best course to pursue tor the present ivould appeal 
take no liirther action until the Khans have paid the account ns presented to them, when 

the Company may be expected to reopen the question. , n 

As regards the interest and instalments claimed on the tl.OOO/. spent by the Company 
on ihe road in exce.ss of the sum provided for in the Agreement, it woiik. le dinicull lor 
His Maiesty’s GovernniLiit to recede from the position which they have tiikcii up. 

The Conipaiiy do not, apparently, contend that the cciisent ot the Khans was 
obtained to their'proceedings in tliis respect, ami must tlierelore be held to liave 
expended at their own ri.sk, any sum laid out without that consent, even llioiigli tins may 
have been doin', as stated, in the best interests of the Khans. Any attciiipts to imluc 
those Chiefs 1 0 admit a moral liability in re-peet of the payment ol this accouiil, sticn 
as the Company desire should be made, would appear to have but little prospect (d 

'The Compau}' renew aiul support, hy an elahoniie arf^iinicnt, their plea lor permission 
to adoiit a .sterling basis in their trapsaeiions with the Khans. 

Tliev were informed on the 12tli February, lOO't, that the Klians were witliiii tlieir 
ri'dits, as' defined by the Agreement, in insisting on payment m I’crsian currency ; and 
tlmiigli in tlicir reply, dated the 31sl March of the same year, they slate that ilicy 
never would have coiisculcd to the adoption of a silver basis (i.e., to payment in kraus), 
they do not appear to have repudiated a gold basis in I’er.-ian curreiiey (i.c payment m 
tomans);and their former necoiml, presented on the 0th April, I'JUl, to Ills .Miije.sly s 
(lovermiicnt, was ealciilated on that basis. • , /, 

There would, therefore, appear to be no reason why His .Majesty's Coverimieiit 

, . . 1 ...i : .1. .1. 1.. ...I.. „„ <1,!., iwiillt 


i-li'iiild iibamlou the altitude which they have adopted on this point. 

I''iiiiilly, the Coiiipauy decline to waive their right ot receiving payment at Aliwaz, 


tliougli ihev give no reasons for their refusal. 

1 have'to' leiiuesl you to furnish me with your observations on the points raised by 
the Company in their letter, and jiarticularly on the question at issue in respect ol the 
charge for repairing ami jiainiing bridges in 11)04. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) K. Glil'A. 





[9757] 


No. 74. 


Foreign Office to Persian Transport Comrang. 

gjy Foreign Office^ April 14, 1908. 

I Ml directed bv Seerelarv Sir Kdward Grey to acknowledge tbe reecipl of your 
letter of the IStli ultimo, relative to certain suggestions made by you in connection 
with the Ahwas-rspahan road, and the remarks thereon olTercd by His .Majesty s V lee- 
Consul at Ahwaz. , . , i j 

I am to inform voii, in reply, that a copy of your eommnmcation will be forwarded 
to His ilajesty's Charge d'AITaires at 'I'elirati for his information and that of Captain 

Ijirimer. , „ 

1 am, ac. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


Foreign Office to Persian Transport Company. 

Foreign Office, April 11, 1908. 

’ I A.M dinsued bv Secretarv Sir E-lward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
IcMi'rof the lilth iilli'uio, relative to the claim of your Company against the Hakhtiari 

Khaii.s for sums due ill connection with the .\hwnz-lspahan road. . , , 

I am to inform voii, in reply, that a copy of your communication will he lorwarded 
to Ills Majesty’s Charge d'AITaires at 'relimii for any observations which he may have 

to olTer upon it. , „ 

I am. &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


Mr. Marling In Sir ICila-aril Grey.— Jleceieed April 15.) 

(T.tirapiiie.) V. 

, SIl! A. XICOI-SON’S telegram No. 71. Exchange of telegraphs. 

\V(> inoiiose to rei|uest our telegrajih directors to broach (iiteslion at once with the 
IVrsiaii i'lovcrnmeiit, as the liussiaii Minister secs no reason for delaying matter. 

Have I your approval in this course'!' 


Foreign Office to India Office. 

Foreign Office, April 15, 1908. 

' WITH reference to my letter of the Ith instant relative to the exchange of the 
control of telegraph lines in I’crsia between llis Mnje.sty’s and the littssian Govern¬ 
ments 1 am directed bv Secretarv Sir Edward Grey to trati.smit to you hcrowitli 
decypiier of a tehgram fnan His M:\jesty's Chargi'! d'AITaires at Tehran rclattve to the 
ineidciice of expenses in the Jli shcd-Scistan line.'® . , , , r i . . 

I im to state that, in view of the proposal made in the letter above referred to to 
approve the siigge.stion of llis Majesty’s Ambassailor at St. I'ctersburgh to make no 
I oinmunication to the lltisMan Government rcapccting lhctr control over that line, but 

to awiit the particulars furnished by llieiii on the subject, Mr I'.. I ircy is disposed to 

take no action on Mr. Marliiig’s telegram, which will, however, be of use for purposes 
of eomiiarison with the lltissiaii statement when it is received. 

‘ I iim, Ac. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[13097] No. 70’. 

Sir lidanird Grey to Mr, Marling. 

(No. 80.) 

(Telegra|ihie.) I'. Foreign Office, April 15, 1908. 

1 AI'I’EOVE course suggested in your telegram No. 100 of to-day’s date with 
regaixl to the exchange of telegraph lines. 


[1580J 


11 
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[12878] No. 78. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

gjj. Foreign Office, April 15, 1908. 

WITH reference to my letters of the 4th and 7th instant relative to the proposed 
exchange of the control of telegraph lines in Persia between His Majesty's and the 
Russian Governments, I am directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you 
herewith decypher of a telegram from His Majesty’s Ambassador at St. Petorsburgh, 
reporting that he has received from the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs a reply to 
his Memorandum of the 23rd ultimo, which in some respects is not satisfactory. 

The point in M. Isvolskj‘’s communication to which Sir A. Hicolson takes exception 
relates to the retention by'each Power, after the exchange, of signallers on the line 
controlled by the other, to which the Russian Government attach importance, and 
which they cmisider to be implied in the Agreement signed at St. Petersl)urgh on the 

31st August, 1007. r r 1 - j 

As this question is now under consideration by the Government of India, and as 
Sir .\. Xicolson -nnll shortly have the opportunity of consulting with Sir E. Grey 
personally with regard to it, he proposes to abstain for the present from further 
discussion of the point with the Russian Government. 

1 n view of these considerations, and of the lact that the settlement of the details 
of the exchange by negotiation at St. Petersbiirgh is not in itself a matter of great 
urgency so long as the consent of tlie I’ersian Government to the transaction can he 
olitained at Tehran, Sir E. Grey is disposed, subject to the concurrence of .Mr. Secretary 
Morley, to follow the course suggested by Sir A. Nicolson. 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[13229] No. 79. 

Memorandum communicated by Mr. .1. D. Rees, M.P., April 10, 1908. 

TlIEllE has always ajipeared to me to lie considerable doubt whether the 
arrangements between the Persian and tlie Russian Governments in restraint of 
railways, and the undertaking of Kasr-ud-Din Shah to grant us a Railway Concession in 
tlie .south, if one were granted to Russia in the north, is still valid. We may act 
upon this assumption, but Russia and Persia may not, and I have fears, which are 
shaved by others interested in Persia, lest now that the country between the Gulf and 
the Russian line is declared neutral, somebody may obtain, or be put to obtain, a 
Concession, very likely of a bogus character, for a railway or a road from Bushire, 
l.iiigah, or Bunder Abbas towards Shiraz, Yezd, or Kerman. There is already a 
Concession for certain roads, including Ispahan to Bushire, and for “ trains Renard 
all over Persia. A Persian holds this, and has power to dispose of one-third ol it 
foreigners. At any rate, those interested in Persia would feel very much easier in 
their minds if applications were made for Concessions on our behalf, which would at 
any rate block any application preferred on behalf of the Russians, who have come so 
far south, or on behalf of the Germans, who are striving to raise the capital to bring 
their railway on to and beyond Bagdad. If the Convention is to he pigeon-holed and 
the Russians allowed to work quietly down to the Gulf through the neutral zone our 
jiosition will he hopeless. Something definite should be done in the way of 
oeeupying the ground in South Persia, and pegging out our claims while the door is 
still open. 

The Persian 'J'raiisport Company, a British coiieern, which already has Conces¬ 
sions and guarantees between Alohammorah, Ispahan, and Tehran, ought to be 
encouraged to complete their system of communications as soon as possible. They 
might also apiily for the necessary Concessions to the south-east of the present sphere 
of their activities. Means of transport should be improved by the construction of 
roads, or eventually, in the distant future, perhaps railways, in the British and neutral 
zone from the Gulf littoral towards Ispahan, Yezd, and Kerman. 


[1560] 


• .No. 6‘J. 




6G 


It is desirable, moreover, so far as is feasible, that the general finances of the 
eoiintr. sbou'd bo imjiroved, and the eustonis and land revenue placed upon a better 
basis. Probalily this might be ilonc by means of co-operation between the Hritisb and 
Piissian banks. Sir f;e<)rge .Mackenzie suggested to Sir Charles Ilardinge tb.at if 
tbase bunks co-operated, and contented themselves with banking profits, proiierlv 
secured, a lairrier woulil be raised agiiinst the possible intervention and intrigues of a 
tliird nation. 

TIk- Concession for a good trunk road from Hundiw Abbas viA ICtirman to Yezd 
appi-ars lo bi' very necessary. Otlnn-wi.se I be; trade of these centres will be diverted 
noi'lbwards. It should be |inssible to arrange with the I’ersian (iovernment tbiit after 
•a I ■rin of ye.us the mads should become llieir property, in return for a guarantee of 
interest upon tin? capital e.\pended. 'I’bis intemst could lie pravidetl out of the 
surplus luistoms revenue, for improvtal conimunieation would doubtless provide a 
snipluR. .\ (■ iin'urrent guarantee by the liritisb Government would doubtless bo 
reipiired. J be risk would not be vttry great, for t.ie Persian guarantee, if unpaid, 
could be etirried to their debit, and rimmin a ebarge upon the roads, being repaid prior 
to their being hamhsi tiver at the termination of the Conce.ssion. 

Some sti'ps of this nature are necessary if the Convention is to result in any 
eoinmereial ad aiilage, or rather if advantage is not to be taken of it to our own 
detriment. In the pre.seni condition of Persia it would be hopeic.ss to ex))eet capital 
lo be invested them without a modest guarantee; but as we have lost so much for 
want o! granting a small loan on very good .security on a former oec.asion, it is possible 
that the (lovernn.ent will be willing to rise to the occasion now that fewer books are 
at, pi-oporlionately higlier prices, for sale. The aetion of Russia in the Middle Hast 
and III the rar Ivi'it is in contmst with our own ; hut of coin’s!* thev liavo not to 
go to I’arbamenI for sanetion for their e.\|)enditure, or, at tiny rate, have not had to 
do so m the past. If ouec there arc proper eominunieations in ’the south, the develop¬ 
ment of the north hy Russia will do.us no harm, and might indcisl result in "ood ■ 
but unless eommuuieatioiis are improved, trade will surelv lie dive ted to the iionhern 
outlet. 

T ;/ • rv , 1 (Signed) ,1. D. UHJiS. 

I ravellnK (.hio, London, 

Aftrit 11, 1908. 


[131761 Xo. 80. 

Imliii Office io Foreiijn Office.—(Received .Ijiril Id.) 

, ,,, 1 - 1 , , . , Imliii Office, April lo, IWH. 

I A.M directed lo aekiiowledge the reeei]il of your letter of the lOlh instant, as to 
the ]iro|s).sed exehange ol telegraph lines in Persia, and of your aiibseiiuent loiter 
lorwarding copies of the telegrams on the subject noted in the margin.* 

In reply 1 am to say llitil .Mr. Seereliiry Jlorley eoueiirs in the view tliul no 
objeetioii Iieeil lie taken lo the I'ersiuii reipiest for the erection of a second wire lo 
hliarnd, and that the is-easi..ii may be taken by llie liii.ssian and liritisb liepresenlal ives 
at I eliraii lo ap))roaeb the Persian (iovernnient with a view to oblainiiig their consent lo 
llie ese langeof the lines. It is noted that .Mr. .Marling was iiistrueted bv telegram Xo. 78 
ol tile 11 III mslani to eoneeri with the Uiisslaii Minister ns to the steps to be taken. 

As riganls the reply of the Kiissiaii Government, reiKirtcd in Sir A. Nicolson’s 
tel.gram Xo. il to the .Memoraiidiiiii of the Kird idtinio, .Mr. Morlev sees no objection 
to bir A. .Nicolsoii s proposal not to raise the iine.slion of the retoiitiou of the signallers 
with the Hiissian t.oyernmeiil ti I lie has discussed il here during his coming visit. 

I be Goveriimeiit of India have lieeii informed by telegraph of the substanee'^of the 
Hussiaii reply. 

As regards action at 'I’eliraii in re.speet of the details of the exchange—apart from 
the steps iieeessiirv to obtain the eonseiit of the Persian Governmeiil-.Mr. Morlev 
'l«'id”T *'" ”■ ' 'I'teslion raised by the Russian reply is 

I am, &o. 

(Signed) A. GOULEY. 


• Ni'i. .11.37, 3S.3U, Mid Its. 
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[13267] 


Sir A. Xicehon to Sir Edicurd Grey.—(Received April Id.) 

(■roiegraphic.) St. Peterslmrgli, April 10, 1908. 

I HAVE received Memorandum from Russian Government stating that Russian 
Minister at Tehran has telegraphed that Imperial Hank of Persia has sequestered 
customs revenues of Kevmanshah as a guarantee ol sums due to it by' the Persian 


Goveraraont. 

Russian Government state that these revenues arc amongst those which guarantee 
loans concluded in Russia, and that sequestration injures rights of Russian bank. 
Moreover, Kermanshali is in Russian 'zone, and eustonis revenue theivfore should only 
be afTected to Russian loans. It would be regrettable if one Contracting I’arty does 
not conform to provisions of Coiivenlioii of the tllst .Yiigiist, as it might fm'ni 
precedent for tliinl Powers to mortgago Persian eustonis revenues, which are uiuler- 
slood to 1)0 exclusively effected to British and iliissiaii loans. If Iverniansliah revemics 
arc to serve as guarantee for payments to Imperial Bank, a portion of revenues of 
Persian Gulf customs would bo set free, and Peraian Government might take, 
advantage of this to conclude some linancial tran.sactioii which might be detrimental 
to botirGreat Britain and Russia. Meinoraiidiiiii mldsjhat Hussiaii Minister has 
drawn attention of British Charge d’Allaires to the danger of some such eombinalioii, 
and has suggested it would be equitable if Ininerial Bank sequestered revenues of 
Gulf customs ami handed over to Russian biiiuv rcvenite.s of ICerniaiishali. British 
Charge d’Alfaires is said to have expre.ssed his ciiLire eoiieurreiice with this vieiv. 

Russian Government consider justice of the observations of Russian Ministei is 
unquestionable, and would be glad to have opinion ol Ilis Alajesty s (lovermnont on 
the subject. 

(Sent to Tehran.) 


[13202] No- 32- 

Mr. Mnrliiuj to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 10.) 

(No. 101.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April Hi, IDOb. 

GERMAN schools. Your telegram No. 100 to Sir A. Nicolson. 

If, as I gather is contemplated, joint comiiiiinieation is to bo verbal, Russian 
Jliuistor is quite prepared to act as propo.sed, but ho is rather averse to a joint note, as 
ho thinks that such a stop on the part of Russia would hardly .yet be jiistilied by the 
circunislances. 

A joint verbal eommunleation m.ay well, I think, ]irodueo the desired ellect, but I 
venture to submit tbat a note in the semso suggested in the third lairagraph of my 
telegram No. 91 will better improve our own position. 


[13270] No. 88. 

.Mr. Marling lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 10.) 

(No. 108.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 10, 1908. 

O.NlltE Concession on Island of Siri. 

1 have received following telegram, dated the 14th April, from His Majesty's 
Consul-General at llushirci;— 

“ llaji .Mirza jUi .\sgar, son of Ilaji Ali Akbar, of Alanehester, has, I learn, been 
instructed to endeavour, in his ])orsonal capaeityas I’orsiau subject, to obtain a Concession 
from the Persian Government on the Island of Siri for the extraction of red oxide. 
Although obtained by a Persian siibject, if it is intended that the British linn of llaji 
Ali Akbar and Son.s, Ijiinited, of Maiichestor, will exploit the Concession, British interests 
will presiunably he heiiefited. Question of status of iho island would, on the other 
baud, bo affected by grant of Concession, as we have not definitely conceded to Persia 
sovereignty over il. If it is now decided to let applicant for Concession lake his chance 
and not to intervene at Teliran, f venture to siigge.st that a specilio guaraiilce that the 







68 


Concession will be controlled by them as a British Company, in British interests, and 
will not bo transferred to, nor shared by, any foreigner should ^ obtained from the 
Manchester firm." 

The Persian Government are showing a disposition to dispute our right to protect 
this British firm. 


•s'lV luhrarft (irrij to Sir A. iVi’ro/voa. 

(.N'o. I Oil) 

(Telcgmiihic.) 1’. ^^(,reuJn O/Acc. ylori/16, BIOS. 

I■..\C[I.\^’^;K of Per.'.ian tclegriiphs. 

siigge.sied by you in the last puiugraph of your telegram Xo. 71 of the 
l.tlli instant, ihe question of sigiialler.s may be allowed to stand over. 


.Sir Etiimril (ireu to Mr. Mnrlinn. 

(No. ,SI.I 

( I elegmpliie.) I’. Eoreiijn OJ/ice, April U], IKS. 

llANlil'iof Persian telegoqilis. 

I inpilealion of wlr<. lo Bhahrnd will nieel with no objection from us. 

Ii’efereiiee is lo your lelegrmn Xo. Ill of the 7lh inatanl. 


Sir lidiriiril (Irn/ lo Mr. Miirlimi. 

iXo. s;i.) 

fT.||e«iii|.liie.) _P. Foniijn ll/lice, April 16, 1908. 

MX<'Il.\N'iIK of PiTsian telegraph^. 

ilh relereiiee to the lelegrani Xo. 66 of tiie Sth instant from Mis Alajeaty's 
Vnd'ijsssador al St. Pelersliurgli. 

It Would he belti r lo leave details of exeliange for discussion ai St. Pctersbiirgh. 

■'"•■"'lion ...I.hi hi’ taken by yon heyoiiil tippronehiiig I’orsiiiii Goveriiineut with a view 

to ohiaining ihi'ir eonsenl. 


Sir litlituril (Irrii lo Mr. .Marlino. 

iNo. SI.) 

I lelenraphie.) P. Eorrign Oftice, April 16, 19(18. 

KMK.M.WSII.MI customs receipts. 

['I'." h'nssiaii.. reiHirled ill the telegram No. 72 of the Kith iiiat.ant, from 

Ills .Maje,-ly s .\nihai.saiIor at St. Petershurgli, seems to lx- well founded. 

I on should try lo come to an arrangement for seeuriiig the payments to (ho 
Ini|K rial Hank on some port in the south. Please report hy telegi-aph w'hich port you 
eoiisiiler most siiitahlc. 

Paymeiits on the llnsslaii Ukiii are not now, 1 presume, being ellectcd bv diversion 
ol llm llnshire customs. 
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[13430] ^'o- 88’ 

Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April 18.) 

(Xo. 103.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran^ April 18, 1908. 

EXCHANGE of lolegraphs. Telegram No. 71 from Sir A. Nicolsou. 

Following addressed to Indian Goveruiueiit by His Majesty’s Consul in Scislau :— 

“Retention of Russian signallers on Seistan-Kliaf.section, and British signallers 
,at Meshed and'Tehran. Your telegram No. 217. 

“ 1 consider it desirable'that the Russian signallers on. the section between, ^isian 
and Kliaf should be witMrawn,.but.it would, in my opinion, he prefer.iliio, if this can 
only he secured by the withdrawal of our signallers from Mtalied and Tehran, that the 
Ru.ssian signallers should remain, otherwise wc shoiihlbe eiilircly depemicnl on Persian 
signallers al Meshed and Turbat-i-llaidnri. Our control would only cominence at 
khaf. and the liukitig up of Seistan with Central Persia line would not (licrefore help 
matter as regards Meshed and Turbat-i-Haidari. 

“The presence of Russian signallers would not lie a serious evil, provided that, 
after the exchange has taken place, Ru.ssian privileges on the Stdstan line arc strictly 
liiiiiteil to those we have now, and we, on (he other hand, are put in full possession of 
their rights. 

“The signaller at Tehniu is at proseni subject to Iiido-Eiiroiiean Deiiarfment 
rales, and is not a Government employe like those on the line helwoen Meshed and 
Sei.slan. (See my diary, 28tli Jaiman', 1907.) This now projiidices our position on 
the Tehran-Meshed line to some extent. 

“ It would be preferable that the signiiller at Tehmn should be directly under the 
Legation and free from the idxive restrictions if, after the exchange has taken place, we 
maintain our signallere at Tehran and Meshed." 


[13443] No. 89. 

Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Greg.—{Receive ! April 18.) 

(Xo. 104.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran. April 18, 1908. 

EXCHANGE of telegraphs. My imnieiliatoly preceding telegram, and telegram 
No. 71 from St. Petcrsbiirgh. 

His Majesty's Consiil-Goucrul at Moslieil telegraphs following:— 

" Withdrawal of signallera from Tohraii-Meshed line. Your telegram No. 217. 
The Russians have for many years maintained their own employes on Meshod-^Teliran 
line, which we controlled without any noticeable disadvaiitago to us. Coinmuidcations 
for all Consuhites would bo much weakened, ami cypher messages most difTteidt, if our 
men are withdrawn from Tehran, Meshed, Turbat-i-Haidari. 1 am of opinion lliat, if 
Russia intends to observe Convention, the isolation of our Consulates aud Agencies is 
more open to objection than Russian signallers in Seistan. Telegram from Seistan 
No. 106c has my full coiiciirrence. In view of Persian incapacilv, 1 think Russiaus 
will consider retention of telegraphists by both Powers as l■easonallle, if not necessary." 


[13451] 


No. 90. 


.Mr. .Marling lo Sir Edward Greg.—{Received April 18.) 

(Xo. 105.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April 18, 1908. 

EXCHANGE of telegraphs. My telegrams Nos. 103 and 101 of the 18tli instant. 
Views of His Majesty’s Consuls at .Meshed and Seistan have my coucurronce, but 
I would venture to olTcr an observation with reference to last paragraph of Kennioii’s 
telegram. 


1 see no ailvaiitage in signallers Ix-ing under Ixigation, and it is at l•Cl|ueat of 
Legation, in pursuance of policy if non-iiilerfercncc in internal politieji, that present 
supposed restrictions arc imposed on signallers of the Indo-European Telegraph 
Departniout, 


\ 


[l.-.KO] 
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[13452] ^’o- 91- 

Mr. Murlini/ to .Sir Edward drey.—(Received AprU 18.) 

(Xo. 100.) „ „ 

('rHlo/'raphic.) 1’. Teheran, April 18, 1908. 

SIR A. N'ICOI.»SOX'S lelegrain No. 72 ami your telegram No. 84 of the lOtU 
instant. Russian Hank Isians. 

It is evidmitly the object of the Russians to obtain receipts of the Kcrmanshall 
customs for service of Russian Hank's advances in current actrount. It appears to mo 
that the argnmeni is inisloading. The Russian lien on customs would appear, 
aei ording t.j the Memorandum, to be in respect of ailvances of Russian Hank in current 
account as well as of Rnsaiati State loans, whereas the latter only are so secured, anil I 
understand that Articles 1 and ') of the (.'onvciiiiou a|)p!y to them. The revenues From 
other northern laistoins amply snllice for sorvicc of Stale loans, and so long ns these 
are regularly maintained tis h'cretolorc the rcvi'iincs of Kerinanshah are free, and by 
ttecepting them we are in no way violating the tlonvotition. 

The Russian Mini.-tcr’s statement that 1 agreed to |iroposal is incorrect. 1 merely 
expre.ssed eoneurrem’e in the opinion that if Imperial Hank of I’ersia could gel security 
on Half cu..,loms, instea.l of Kerinanshah ivccipt.s, our position there might be 
stri-ngthene.l against ]K>.'siblc I lerman linancial schemes by such an arrangcnicnt. 1 
will see .\l, llartwig and correct misapprohetision with ti view to keeping Russian Hank 
out of Ki.rmanshah. I suggested that the Russian Financial Agent and the Manager 
of till. lin]«-rial Hank of I’ersia might see if some arrangement could not bo ftamd 
which wonhl Is. agreeable to both banks. To this the Russian Minister agreed, luit 
there has been no discussion as yet. 

liar position, in the opinion of tho .Mantigor of the Imperial Hank of I’emia, is 
weak. There is no written Agm'incnt that the Ki'mianshah custians should be for 
service of the bank, but only a verbal nnder.standing which was lir.st made with .\l. Nans 
that onedialF of the receipts (this was last yi'ar increased to the whoje) .should be 
alTccled to service of the advances of tho Imperial Hank of I’ersia. Under Rnssian 
pn-ssni.. this arrangement could at any moment be terminated, and, iiidess I op|siscd 
it, which I presume is out of the ipieslioii, the privilege of the Imperial Hank of I’crsia 
could he transferred to the Russian Hank. 

It w.iul.l he .serious for the bank to lose iliit Kerinanshah custoins, ami it will bo 
dillicidl to gel the I’ersiaii llovernnieni to consent to similarly ear-marking Hiishire in 
its Favonr. I''.xccpl at Hiishire, the Imperial Hank of I’ersia have no bank in the tlnlf, 

and bi.si.les Hiishire i- .iily suitable juirl, as rceeijits of all the (liilF iiorls, 

inelnding .Mohammerah, pass throngh it. 

It is Vi.ry donl.lfnl, 1 think, if the revenues of Hiishire were ever diverted to 
-iTvice III Russian loans. .\ native banker for a time transmitted them to Tehran, 
which pndiably aceonnis fiU' lhal snp|iosiliou. 

If Imperiid Hank of I’eisia is forccil lo relinipiish Kerinanshah ciisloms, I would 
point oul lhal all Russian loans will be praclically secured, whereas our interests of a 
similar iiaturi* will be imperilled correspondingly. 


1126251 No. 92. 

Sir Edward Grey lo Sir F, Rertie. 

f.Vo. 171.) 

Sir, Fareiija OJ/ice, April 18, 11)98, 

1 rR.\N.''Mrr to your Kxcellem.v herewith copy of a de.spatch fnan His Majesty's 
t'harge .I'-Mlaires at Tehran,' suggesting uiioHicial action by Mis .Majesty's (iovenimcul 
with the object of obtaining the promotion to the rank of Consul of the French 
Consular Ri.pre.senlalive at Hiishire. 

Your K.xeelleney will i.i.rccive iliat llic French Minister at Tehran, who is in 
eoniplete accord wiili the views of His Majesty’s Consiil-Cieneral at Hmshirc on iho 
subject, ami who inleiids to rceoiunicnd them lo the favoiinible consideration of his 
tlovcrnmeiil. is of oiiiniun that the sini]Sirl of I lis Majesty’s F.mbasry at I’aris would 
be of assistance lo him in the acconiplishinciil of the object which he has in view. 

1 am of o|>inion that the arguments used by Major Cox in supiiori of this propo.sal 


• S.i. 11. 
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aio not without weight, and I have accordingly to request your Excelleiwy to take an 
opportunity of intimating to the French Government, in an entirely unofficial manner, 
that the promotion of M. Chaloin to the rank of Consul would be agreeable to His 


that the promotion 
Majesty's Government. 


I mn, &c. 

(Signed) R. GREY. 


Tehran, April 20, 1008. 


[13453] N^o. 

Mr. Marliny lo Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April '20.) 

(Nil. 107.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

TUHCO-l’ERSIAN fionlier. 

According to information in the possession of the Russian Minister, the tersmn 
Goverumciit arc discussini' the udvisaiiility of sending to Constantinople a hpeeuil 
Mission, with the support of two Embassies, to treat direct with Turkish Government. 

We think that tlic idea has practical advanla.,;cs, and shruld he encouraged if 
Persian Government carry it further, in view of the extroinc diHieitUy of getting IIk 
P ensttm case jiropcrly presented to the SiiUan so long as that has to he done tin ouch 
iiitermeiliary of I’orsiau Commissioner, who declines to profit by assistance of Consuls, 
and of 'I'urkish Commissioner, who is untrustworthy. 

;V Memorandum drawn u[) by Motcsliain-os-Siiltan, giving his views as to basis 
for negotiation, which demonstrtitcs Commissioner’s incompetency, has been com- 
municated to me by Minister for Foreign All'airs. 


[13454] No. 94. 

Mr. Marling lo Sir Edward Grey.—{Receired .-ipril 29.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, April iO.y.inS. 

it L'SSIAN Hank loans and security ; .vly telegram No. 19(1 of the 18th instant, 
r am assured by AI. llartwig that the loans for the service of which he desires to 
.secure customs of Kcrmanshall are State loans on same seeiirily as those of 1999 aii.l 
1992, and not advaiio(.« from Russian Bank on account eiirrciil. There are three ol 
these loans, two of 199t and one in 190.7; the latter is iiresiimahly the one meiilioitcd 
hv Sir .-V. llnialinge in his despatch No. lilt, .Secret, of the Vtlli .litiie, 199o, and the 
transaction ix-ferml to in Sir A. Ilardinge’s No. IS of'the 17lh .March, 1904, may he 
one of the former. . , . . 

If the statement of Af. llartwig is correct the Russian claim to Ivermansliah is 
ceilninlv good, but 1 will Irv to get ilctails. .M. llartwig stales that the Kerinnnsliiih 
iH.ci.ipls‘might be divided, iiiid that he would he i-eady to come to some arrangeiiicnt 
with this view. 


[13707] No. 90 

India Office to Foieign Office.—{Received April 21.) 

gjj. India Office, April 10, 1908. 

I .\M directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the loth iuslaiil, on 
the Ipieslioii of leasing or securing rights of pre-emption in respect of the land on the 
hank of the Karim III Alohammeruli available for the pur[Hisc.s of a rtiilway tcriuinus. 

In reply, I tun to say lhal it appears (ireiiiatiire lo make iiiipiiries as to the terms 
on which this land could be actpiired in the present state of our knowledge as lo tho 
lies! position for a harbour in the event of a railway project proving feasibh.-. 

The capabilities of Klior Musa for the pur|sjse were discussed in the liovi'rnmeiit 
of India's .Secret letter of the 21lh Aliireh, 1994, forwarded with Sir A. (loilley s letter 
of the 12lh May, 1991, , i . 

Air, Alorley considers it wouUl be best to arrive at some coneliision on the larger 
question before sending lo Air. Altirliiig the iiistructious suggested. His Alajesty s 









Ciiusiil at Mcjlmininerali iiiiglit, however, \k instrueled to watcli the proceedings of 
Jlcssrs. Wiiuckiiaas, or oiiier foreign agencies at Molmnimerab, witli a view to pre¬ 
venting fiirtlier land being letised of the Sheikh. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) COLiX G. CAMPBIXL. 


[136901 ^'o. 00. 

Mr. MiirlitKj to Sir lidwnrtt (irey.—{Heceived Ayrii 21.) 

(No. 110.) 

f’reh'graiiliic.) I’. Tehran, April 21, 1908. 

AllV'ANCIOS of I!us-ian Hank and Ivennaiishah cnstoins. .My telegmius Xos. 106 
and 108 of llie ISih and 20lh instant. 

’rill- li’iisMtin I'iniincial Agent lias inforniol me that (he loans in question are 
aclvatna'.s from lln.sshiii Ikndt, given in .voiir ilespateh Xo. 27 (Inclosure 1) of the 
Clh nlliiiKi. We have hitherto lielieved that these were simple advances on account 
eurri'iit without special seettrity, httt it ap|«'af.s that they .are secured on customs in the 
Siune luiinner as the 19011 attd 1902 llussiaii Oovermnent Loans. M. de Ilartwig, who 
lielievcal that I was aware of this, naturally miatiMtk for more than I intended my 
eottciinx'tas' in propo.sal thtit llitssia should tuicash Kerinanshah customs. 

.\eeording to litissiati I'iitatieitil Agent, only a small part of the Kennanshah 
reei'ipts tire j'eipiired at pre.seiit, aud he is ready to arrange that the Imperial Hank of 
Persia .shiill receive the halatice. He iloes not thitik that the Persian Government will 
make any ilillienlty. 

(Itepealed to Ht. Petersluirgh.) 


[132701 No. 97. 

I'oreiijn OJ/ice In India Ol/ice, 

Sir. Voreiyn Office, April 21, 1908. 

I .V.M directeil hy Secretary Sir Edwitrd Grey to trtinsmit to you herewith decypher 
of a telegratu frotn Mis .Maje.sty’s Charged'Airaircsat 'reltran relative to an application 
which, it is e.vpeeled, will shortly he made to the Peisian Govertiment on behalf of 
.Mcsm's. llaji Ali Akhar tmd Sen.s, Liniileil, of Manchester, for a Coticession to extract 
red oxide on the Island of Siri iti the Persiati Gttif.® 

It appears to Sir H. Grey that atiy stipporl aflordcd hy His Majesty’s Government 
lolhedematid whieh llaji Alirza Ali .\sgar has been ittstrucled to make at Tehran 
« ntdd an.onitt to a recognition on their part by implientloti of the sovereignly of Persia 
over Siri, whieh, in; .Mr. Secretary Morlev is aware, they have never been willing to 
admit. 

Sir U. Grey is further of opinion that it would he desirable to obtain without 
delay trout the Compatiy ititeresteil ati as.surattce of the nature suggested hy His 
.Majesty’s Constil-Geiteral at Ititshire, and I am to stale that he would he glad to 
receive att ex|unssiott of .Mr. Alorley’s views on holh those points. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) LGl.’IS MALLKT. 


[138521 Xo. 98. 

India Office In Vnreiyn Office.- \ltecciced April 22.) 

'I'll H rnder-.Seeri'lary of Stale for Iitdia presetits his compliments to the Under- 
.Scerelary of Stale for Poreign Alfairs, and, liy direction of Air. Secretary Morley, 
forwards herewith, for the inforntiition of the .Secretary of Slate, copies of telegrams 
rehilive to the exeliattgit of llritish and Itussiau telegraph lilies in Persia. 

India Office, April 22, 1908. 


Nu. 83. 
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IncloBure 1 in No. 98. 

Mr. Morley to Govermnenl of India. 

India Office, April 11, 1908. 

(TclegraphicA I - _ n^sihlc to niv telegram of the 9th April ns to exchange 

TsEl; . a::, .. ..... 

a standstill._ - 


Inclosuve 2 in No. 98. 
Gooeraa,ent of India lo Mr. .Morley. 
(Telegraphic.) P. ... e 

Seistan and Alcshed are being consulted. 


Inclosuro 3 in No. 98. 

.Mr. Morley lo Governmeni of India. 

1 • \ l> O#'’’’' '^l"'' 

iwii .m'pfc.*... FftsviS;*' sS.zs«; 


113888] 

India Office la h'oreiyn Office.—{Received April 28.) 

India Office, April 22, 1908. 

WITH reference to vour letter dat.td the 81sl ultimo, I am 

with the Iiido-Kuropcan Telegraph Department.^ ^ ^ 

(Signed) ’' COLIN G. CAMPBELL. 


Inclosuro 1 in No. 99. 

Mr. Morleu lo Government of India. 

. _ April 1, 1908. 

(Telegraplne.) telegraph lines. Your telegram dated tho 20th Marah. 

r™si» >’n.—rv s-S 

.. 

^'''’™W^telegram should be repeated to Tehran Legation. 


[1580] 


U 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 99. 

Government of Inilia to Mr. Morley. 

(Tfloaraphic ) P. 17. 1908. 

K tI.VI''-N'ASR.\T.\UAI) .section. Your tclestmm dnlcrt the 1st instant. 

Pendin:; amns'cment boini; arrived at with Indo-European Telegraph Depart¬ 
ment, Indian Telegraph Department will aeeept the transfer of the line as proposed. 

(liepealed to Tehran.) 


ri2393] No. 100. 

Foreiijn 0//ice to Indin Office. 

S||.^ h'lreiyn Office, .ipril 23, 19()S. 

WITH reference to the letter from this Dtrice of the 2()lh January last, relative to 
the proposals of Messrs. Ellinger .and Co. for the exploitation of the mines of red oxide 
on tlie Islauil of Hormuz, 1 am directcil hy SecreUir}' Sir Edward Grey to transmit to 
you herewith copy of a letter from that linn inquiring whether they may be allowed to 
show to .Me.ssr.s. Andrew Weir and Co. the letter addressed to them from this Ofliee on 
the 1 bill January.* m , , 

Private and vonfidenli.al inquiries made at the Hoard of Trade show that 
Messrs. Aiulrew Weir and (to. are a linn of shipo wner.sof the highe.st eharaetor and 
standing, wlio have lately begun to interest themselves in trade with the Persian Gulf. 

Sir K. Grey is therefore liisposed, subjei‘1 to the eoncurrence of Mr. f5eeretary 
Morley, to infori'n Messrs. I'Jlinger that there is no objeetion to their submitting the 
letter to the inspection of the tlrni in question, subject to the condition that the 
information so conveyed to them is treiited by them as strictly eonlidential, 

1 am, Ac. 

(Signed) LOUIS .MALTJOT. 


11(>623J ^ 0 . 101. 

, Foreiijn Office to Mr. ./. li. Preece. 

Rir, Foreiijn Office, rlpril 23, 1908. 

WITH referenee to previous eorrespondeni'C relative to the provision of Indian 
guards for the d.denee of the works of the Gil Concessions Synilicate near Ahwaz, I am 
directed by Socri'tary Sir I'.dwanl Grey to transmit toyiai herewith, for the information 
of your Ho:nd, copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s Charge d’AIIaires at Tehran.t 
showing the lieneliiuid effect which tint mcasiiro has produced on the attitude of the 
population towards His .Majesty's N'ice-Consul at Ahwaz and his companions, as well as 
towards the stall of the Syndicate. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS .MALLET. 


[12621] 1"-. 

Foreiijn Office to .Mr. Preece. 

Sir, Foreiijn Offee, April 23, I'.IOb. 

I A.M directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to tnnisinit to you herewith an 
extract from a despateii addre.sseii hy llis .Maji'sly's Consul at Kerinanshah to Ills 
Majesty's Cliarge d'AIVaires at Telirau,, reporting on the present state of atVairs at 
till’ .Syndicate's works at Uasr-i-Shirin. 


• Ne. ao. 


t No. re 


I am, ate. 

(Signed) LOUIS JLVLLET. 


[12640] 


No. 10.3. 

Foreign Office to Messrs. Ellingcr. 

Foreign Office, April 23, 190S. 
Gentlemen Secretary Sir Edward Grey to iransinit to you herewith copy of 

Iha"M-«in-et-Tujjar has .already addressed i.tq.m-ies 
to you roncerning certain points in your proposal, the me.anmg of which is not clear 

I am, &c. 

(Sigiterl) LOUIS AIALLEl. 


, 140531 No. lO'i. 

Indiii Office to Foreign Office.—(lleceiveit April 2t.) 

Inilio Office, Anril 22. U.IOH. 

fm-tirnresciit’fLn dUcLsiiig further with the lUissian Goveriiment the quest urn ot 
[he rZuorbv eacl. ^ after the exeliange of the lines, of signallers on the hue 
controlled by tiio other. ^ 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


[13690] 

gir lidward Grey to .Mr. Murtinij. 

'(Megmphie.) P. 

KEllMANSllAll customs receipts. . 

With retereuec to voiir tclograni Xo. I It) of the 21sl mstatii. 

'Hie Hussian Pinaneial Agent's proposal has iiothing in it to which we would 

„.t I'linh in yortelegrani Xo. lOti of^he LSth instant, that liushire should be 
substituted for Kerniansliah. 


[13430] 

Sir Edwurd Grey to A/r. Marlhuj. 

Foreign Office, April ■Ji.VM. , 

l'^m!ihn)?gfa<[ to be informed whether there are any groiiiuls for the assumpliou 
in vonr telogranitxos. 103 and 101 that we should be completely deiiendent oil tho 
p,.isi Ills at Tnrbat-i-Hardari and Meshed after eaidi 1 ower bad withdrawn then 

-ignallers from the line of telegraph under the control of the . 

Our signallers would, we presume, be reldaced by Itiissiana, and, ns is the c.iso 
i'Lsi‘\vln?ro, Uritish would Ih- tieult witli l)y llie lalici. 
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114125] 


Xo. 107. 


Sir K lierlie In Hir liilinirit (ireij.—{llrceiveit jlpril 25.) 

(No. 107.) Pariv, April 24, 1908. 

ts.s -K 

.\l. 1 . 0 ,,is ,u. unollii iiil ,noire, <>l which T have Uic honour to 

I ransiiiit lo you a copy herewith. Iliavc &c 

(Si«ne.i) ‘ ’ FllANCIS BKIITIE. 


liielosiire in No. 107. 

I’no/liriiil Aiite-me'mnire commuuieiileil in M. Louis. 

'I'lll'. r.rilisl, I 'hai-f;,’ .I'.Mlaiivs at 'r.-liran has reporleil to the Foreip Office that it 
;i I ili it i1m* ('(insular llopresf’utaiivc at llusliir(*, M. Cluilom, luaN 1‘ 

r i'”'T th n. ,.l ''oa-ul. 'I'l'" S,.eretarv of Stale thinUs that sneh tnlvauecuenl it, 
;;Xl^';:,l'; l,e'',^vaI,taee;,,l.; t„ nritisl. asVell as Kreaeh interests, ffir the Ihtsstan 
t. ,, ,,i ]«. onliiuirilv a <'onsiiUt luncra), aii'l the (reriiiau In pu 

ilie iti ilisli t ',,a-a|!l leaeial is a < 'oiisul. .Ml ih,' present ineninhents ot the.se posts ale 
inei, eonsi.lenl.lv vonn"ef than .M. I'haloin. who, with his present rank, does not l■aIr> 
lie w.t'hl which th.riiepresenlativ,s of France should do in discuss,ons a.nonfptt 
(if i!k‘ ('oiisulat' ( nrp^' 
l*ans, Afn-il lllO'*'. 


lUlGOl 

luilin Office lo l^•ul■l■i,|n Office.—(licceireil April 25.) 

’I'll 1'. I-nd-'r-s,■<■,',•larv ol 8tat,' for Imlia pre.sents his coinplimtntls to the I 

. „ ..f si'll,, fo,- FoVei.’ii .\iraiis, ai.d, hy diiTction of Mr. tseeretary Motley, 

IWe'mK In’tvwiih, for the iiiforination of th,- Seeretio'y of State, eoi.y of a tclettrum 

I',.. ,1„. Vie.foy. date,I the 22n,l instant, ri'kiUve to the hcistan hraneh ol the 

Imperial Hank ot Hersia. 

/„,/,« fJ//icf, April 21, IIIOS. 


Inelosure in No. lOS. 
(loicrumcnl of ludiii lo Mr. Moricij. 


,, April 22, 191)8. 

' ' 'ni'l' I'.'lil.ll. Hank of I’crda. Seistan hmneh. Vonr Icleyiam of ilrd ultimo. 

i is in our opinion de.sirahl,. on political ^rounds, .•specially as theyc is a hrandi 
Itussiau hank in Si'istan, that hraneh .shonhl he r,•tamed for th,' present, even at cost 
, .^irafitm/.a.M'ar. As rct;ar.ls l.^tt.^r of Hist danuary fo-m Major K..,,,, on 
,rwar.le.l with l■•or,•i^'n Secretary's Vtl.^r of the 5th ultimo, we ,l„ not know whether 
It lunik cm liireellv or inilin^etlv ‘•niarite its liusiness in tlie manner sugj,isti,d. 
ll.e ht; k .‘‘''1 ' , "i,, ',;,r;a'for IJuetla to s.iek for Nushki route rather than 
the dire,'t'roule throuj;!. .Vf^dianistan is not,-,l hy Major Kl•nnioa in Ins diary No. 12 
lor week endini; 21sl ultim.'. A further trial should he oiven to hank. 
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[14198] 

Messrs. Ellinger nod Co. lo Foreign Office.—{Received April 25.) 

gj^ 28, Oxford Street, Manchester, April 2.1, 1908. 

' IVE are in possc-s-sion of vours of y,-stordny’s date coverini; copy of a (Icspatoh 
from His Majesty's Chargd ,1’AlTairos at Tdhmn, relative to a conversation between 
liimseltand the Alouintojar on the subject of our proposal for the formation ot a 
Company to work his Concession for the extraction of oxide on the Is and of Ormuz. 

The despatch sent us is of threat interest to us, and wc shall be obliged if you will 
kindly offer to Mr. Marling our licst thanks for bis trouble in the matter. 

As regards the points raised by Mr. Marling, wc shall be glad if you will mforha 
him that it is proposed that we should take 10 per cent, in cash and si ares of the 
50 OOOf. cash ie.alizcd by the sale of debentures and the 26,0001.' ordiiiary shares only. 
It is not proiiosed that w'e should laiceivc any portion of the 10,000/. 6 per cent, preference 
shares, for which the Mouintojar would have to pay out of the cash ho receives, lou 
,-in also write to Air. Marling that after many diseussions upon the subj,-ot with our 
solicitors and other friends, we eame to the eonclusion tliat it wouhl not be so fe.-\siblu 
lo arrange for the dehentui-es to be paid off progressively, instead of at tlie lixcil 
date Hist December, 1919; hut Ibis point isstill having attention, as it would bemucb 
more economical and, in our opinion, more ilcsii-ahle. in the interests of all eoneerned, 
if it ofin he arninijcd. ^ ^ ... ■ ai 

Wo hoiK* to have the pleasure of askini^ for tlie favour of an interview sliortiy 
with a view of puttini? Ix'foro you the pr«s(*nt position of this rm\ttoi% ami rmnaiii, &c. 

(Signod) F.LLINGKR .vnd Co, 


[14220] No. no. 

Mr. G. Barclay to Sir Edteurd Grey.—(Received April 2o.) 

(i'clegraphic.) P. Constantinople, April 25, 1908. 

fu ItCO-PElisiAN frontier. 

I have only to-day received the following telegram No. 27 from llis Alajestys 
Consul-General at Urnmin dated the 10th instant;— 

“ Dulragcs by Kurds are increasing in frequency, and, owing to his being unable 
to cheek them, the Pemian Commissioner is becoming unpopular. A former Kussian 
A'ice-Consul at Van, Stall Colonel Tumanski, has arrived hei-e in the capacity of 
‘ Secretary ' of the Russian Vice-Consulate.” 


[14218] No. 111. 

.Mr. O’Beirne lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 25.) 

(Teiegraphic.) P. S/. Petersburgh, April 25, 1908. 

I’RllSIAN telegraphs. , . , 

I h{w« just received and am lorwawliiig by next safe opportunity a dcsimtcli 
from Mr. Marling, under Hying .seal, in which he states tliat a rumour hjus rwiched 
G(*rm:iu Minister in regal'd to proposed exchange, and that, in view of this circum¬ 
stance, M. do ilartwig considers it udvisabhi to hasten the ponding negotiations. 


[104611 No. 112. 

Foreign OJJice to India Office. 

Foreign Officcg April 25, 1008. 

1 AM directed by Secretary Sir Fdward Grey to neknowledgo the receipt of yciur 
Ivltcr of the 25t!i ultimo, relative to the use of the German flag hy cerhxin native 
iioats in Ihe Persian Gulf, and to state that he notes that the report of Uis ^fajosty 8 
[1580] N 
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Consul-General at Bushire, copy of which is inclosed therein, completes the information 
which His Majesty's Government are likely to receive on the mam question at 

™"'’sir E. Grev is of opinion that, if the cerlifieato, copies of which are forw.arded by 
Miiior Cox, form the only qround on winch Amm-bin-Ah s claim to fl> the 
ilau is based, the use of that flaq hy him is clearly irreqular, and the provisions of the 
Brussels Act have heen undoubtedly iiifrinoed. 

Even if Aiuin-hin-Ali is a Gerinan-proiccted person and fulfils the numerous otlii r 
eoiiditioiis iaid down in Articles 80 to 11 of the General Act of Brussels as indis. 
nensahle ill eases of the use of a foreign llau' by a native lioat in those waters, his claim 
would appear lo he vitiated hy the faet that these certificates were not granted to liiiii 
bv »iiv rocotfiuzwl (iernmn autliority. . , i. 

* In vinw. however, of tlm statoment ina<ln l)y i\w Itosidinicy at t\uit 

two la.gistration certiticalcs lor these craft had heen obtained by If M diick laus Im m 
the lierman Consulate at liushii'u (see peragraph t of Major Cox let ter of the--d 
l)c<N*inli(T last, iotlur Gt»Vin’nnu;iit of Imlia, copy of winch was inclosed in the b ttrr 
fr.ui this Glllcc of thc 2Sth b'cbrinrv), it appeirs to Sir U. Grey to be possible, tliougii 
it is dmibtless most unlikely, that Aniiii-bin-Ali may be in possession of papers oilier 
than those of which copies were olitained hy Major Cox. lie is accordingly disposed, 
if Mr Heeretarv .Morlev e iiieui-s, to send iniinediate instructions to Uis Majesty s 
Minister at liriissels to’ainily to the International Slavery Hurciiu at that capital tor 
copic-s of anv jiaiiers relating to these boats which may be deposited there in accordance 
with the ppivisions of Article II, Section fi, of the General -Vet. 

Should the result of Sir A. llaisliiige’s application he to disprove the existence of 
anv valid certilicat's. Sir E. Grev thinks that the matter should be brought to the 
notice of 'he Gerninu Goveriinieni; hut should it become necessary to take this steji, ho 
would ill anv case, ilcfcr it till in jiossession of a definite assurance that no unauthorized 
British Ihe's’nre being flown hy native craft in tint I’ersiaii Gull, since the existence of 
S'leh cases’would provide the German Government with the means ol framing an 
canharrassing reiilv to anv vcmonslmnecs which mi'glit he made to theni. 

lie therefore awaits the promised Keport of Major Cox on this stihsidiary point. 

1 am, &c. 

(Si-m-d) U)U1S MALhKT. 


(14221. No. 1111. 

Mr. a. Ihirrlnii iii Sii Kiliriiril (irni.—{lirrrimi April 20.1 

^'Me'ranliie 1 1’ Consl<nilim/ile, April 20, lUOe. 

THE I’ei-sian .Vinbassador has learned from the .Minister lor Loroi'gn .-Vtlairs that 
ih.- I’orle hav.. ordered Tahir lo return lo nriimia. Ilis lliuhne.ss has also roceivial 
fis.ni the I’orle a Meinoraiuliim supporting Tahir's contention that parts only ol tlic 
(is.nli.a- are dealt with bv the Treaty .d' IstV. so that earlier Treaties imtsi, be the basis 
of ncroliations ri^siieeting tbe remainder, and mainlmniiig that the Agis'cm.ml ol iMht) 
as tolhe ,<(«/«..was merely provisional. The neutral zime is not ev.ai mentiom d 
in the Meinorandiim. Th.' I’mtc also .singgosts lliat the I’ersian Goveinmetil slioiild 
Inriiish tln ir ('onimissioner with insiriielions in the sense of the .Memorandum, Imt 
the Aiiih'issador has forwarded it to Ids Government and lo the I’ei.sian Conimis.s:ioner 

witl»»>nt comnwhl. ..... i 

The i’.u-tv toll UH* tliai labir I’asim buon msirmdions in nuoordanen 

wiih the same Meinorandum. . , , i 

I have l•olnmuniealed the above lo Mr. W ralislaw, who had telegraphed to ask 
when Tahir was vetnridng. 
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; 14316] No. lU. 

Mr. G. Bnrohiy to Sir Edward Grfij.—iKeceivrd April 27.) 

(No 195.) 

ivrrn reference to my telegram No. 89 of the 8ih instant, I have the I'O"™'; 
transmit translalion of a pro.mcmorid which lias been comimimcatcd hy the Stihhine 
Porte to the Persian Ambassador. . .. „ ■ i . 

It «ill ho noticed that no mention is made in this document ot the uenlial zone. 
The contention of the Turkish Commissioners that Treaties antovior to the Irealvo 

1847 must serve ns a basis for the negotiations, except in so tar as they are exjire.ssly 

abrogated hy that Tieaty, must be interpreted with 

of 1848 and the instructions given to Colonel I\ illiams in Dcti.nibc .1 181.. (.‘C 
Mr Parker's Jloniorandum of December 1!)()(>, p. 7) are cited as hearing out this view 
Stress is also laid on the provisional character of the slaliw ijira ..ygrecmcnl ol August 
1809. as shown bv .Articles 5 and 7. o 

The Grand \Gzier informs me that this pm-mmarid terms the basis ol instructions 
which have been sent lo Tahir Pasha. , 

1 imdersland Irom the Persian Ainhnssador that he has not discussed this snggcsieit 
l)a.sia of negotiations with the Poite, and that he has iiierel.y forwarilcd llic pro mnmnd 
to Tehran and to the Persian Commissioner. 

1 have, Ac. 

(Signed) G. B.VltCE.VI. 


Inclosure in No. III. 

Memorandum communicated by the Ottoman Goeernment to l‘erdan Aml/a.--.~:ndor nl 
ConHlonthujple. 

IT appears from eojiies of the proch-verbaux of the ,Mi.xcd Commis.sion recently 
assembled at Urmia for the settlement of the frontier dispute hetween .'be Ottmiian an t 
Persian Governments, which have been sent by his Exeelicncy lahir I nshn, .nit he 
deliberations of the Commission have led to no result, owing to tlie tact lha t o 
Ottoman Commissioners put forward the proposal that the terms of the lieatj "'b 
delimitation of the frontier concluded nl liirzernmn in 12ii.T and, on points not dc ined 
bv that 'freatv, the uiiahrogatcd terms of iircvious Treaties should he taken as •> ba.sis 
of deliinitatio'n. .\s no rc.sidt cun he olitained from the deliberations at Urmia nntd tbe 
■freatv te.xt.s which are lo be the basis o( dcliinitnlion arc dctcrmineii, it is necessary 
that li preliminarv agreement on this fundninental jiuinl should he conic to lietwecn tlie 
two Governments, and that siiiiilar instructions should he sent to the ( omniissioners on 

The tiretenlion now put lorward hy the Persian Conimissioncrs at Urmia arises, 
froa, their coniiising the Treaty iisjiect of the delimitation with the leinporary decisions 
relatin', to the rtnina ipio. .As the Erontier Commissions lormed on several preriom 

.. have heen without result, owing lo similar iirclentions being put lorward by 

the Persian Delegates on those occasions also, the lollowiiig explaiiations are given wit i 
a view to avoiding the same issue in the present instance, and in order that sue i inslriic- 
tions inay be given to the Persian Delegates ns will cxiicdilc and insiire a .scttleniciit ol 

the bnsiiuas^^^^^ ||,e frontier 

is the second, and IhnI, of the jiuints connected with the Persian Irontier, this Artie e 
■icalsonlv wiili the ownersliiji of ihe Sanjiik of /eiliah and the lands of .Mnhnninierah. 

I he Inuicrial Goveriimenl, before ratifying the said Treaty, asked of the Peisinn Govern- 
mvi.t exiilniuilions and nssiirances on ceitain points in it, and the desired iissiuancc'- 
ami explanations were given in writing to the Suhliine Porte by Mirza A ohnicd 
Ali Khan, who came to ((onalantiiiojile as bearer ol the ratificalioiis by Ihe I eisiau 
G iveriimeiii; besides which, the said envoy coimnuiiicalcd them to the Kiissian and 
British Embassies also, and the joint not'.' ol the 9lh .March and the .,i..i I vh,ii.i. v, 
1848 addressed lo the Sublime Porte by the then Uiissian and liritisb Anihaasadors, 
.M 'fitoir and Lord Conley, contained the desired assurances and e.xplanalions in the 
same form. The Ottoman ratifications were drawn up on this, and the Declarntions 
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mnde became an intoKrnl portinn nf the 'IVeaty of ISiOR. It 19 needless to state, there- 
Ibrc <bal the Treaty text ivhich is to .-. rvc as the basis ot delimitation must be sought 
in ibe said Trentv, togellier ivitb the ollicial nolcs exebanged at that lime. Altbougli 
lliere ought to be 110 ditlerciiee of opinioii on Ibis subject, yet, ns it is remeinbered that 
on the first discussion of the deliiiiilaiion the Persian Delegates did not wish to accept 
the Dcchirnlions of Mirzn Mcbined Ali Khan rcspcetiiig Mobaiiinicrah, it must be kiimvn 
that in ibe view of tbe llltoinan (iovernmciit the ollicial Declarations made by him 
form an inseparable ivbole with the Treaty of Mrzeronm. _ ^ 

As has been seen above, of the (|uestions relating to tbe frontier, the 1 reaty or 
l•;lzerounl denll only with tbe Molianimerali district, the mode of dividing the lands of 
tbe Saiiiak of Zolnib, and tbe retention by tbe Ottoman Government of Ibe San.iak of 
Sulfyniuiiir. Ami ns it ‘lid not 'lenl explicitly "iih places otlicr than these, the 
remaining districts reniaiiicd a siibiecl of controversy, silli the exception of the ibsinei 
i t Kholow, the dermiitalioii of which was siibseipicntly efl'ected 111 accordance with the 
priiieiides laid down in the •I renlv ol Berlin, l.'nder these circumstances it is as neees- 
siirv to delerinine on uliiil basis ibe deliniitalion of Ibe districts about which there are 
no‘expre.ss provisions ol Treaties is to he ellecu-d as it is that, in the places expressly 
dealt with in the Treaty of I'.rzernnm, Ibe deliniitation should be effected in accordance 
with the prescript ions ol that Treaty. In the dillerence on this point existing between 
Tahir Pasha and .Miikhtes' eiii-es-Sallaiieli, the opinion of bis Hxcellensy Mnkhteslieni- 
es-Sallaneli is not in aceordanee with tbe true state ol the case. He has taken the 
view that tile Tiealy of Kr/eronin settled the Irontier iiiiestion as a whole, so that, in 
pbiees for which liiere was no special provision in the Treaty, it meant that Ibe 
.VO,no a/e, sboiil'l eonliniie. and he has repeated ill tbi.s inanner the opinion expressed by 
the Persian Delegates on lonner h'rontier t'oininissioiis His view is, tor the tollowing^ 
reasons, purely mistaken: It it be wished to rely on the vtiiiux into Arrangenieiit ol 
1 n-il to support this opinion, it is clear that the line defined as the .s/atii.x 7110 had no 
Tiealy eharaeler, for in the third paragraph of that Arrnngemenl it was explicitly 
staled lhai the continuance of the .iliiliis i/ao until the deterniinalion of the line of the 
fr. nliei should not be considered as establishing a right of ownership, and 111 the 
seventh paragraph it was staled that “this temporary Avrangenient shall remain in 
force pending”tbe determination of the frontier without prejudice to the sovereignly of 
the two luirlies or to llie ell'ect of their deliberations, prote.sts, and other pretensions 
concerning the lands in dispute ami buildings erected." 

It is iiuneces-ary lo slate Ibal to disreganl inferences ns against the express 
provisions of a Treaty, to lake texts the form of which admits of no doubt or 
uiieerlainty, with their inclusive mennings, and to neglect no Treaty text are among 
'the ftiiidaniental rules for tbe interpretation ol 'I’reaties. taken in conjnnction with the 
facts that Hie provision of Ailiele II of the Treaty of Brzeroum is cimlincd lo 
two points of Ibe frontier, and that in the other Articles there is no mention of the 
frontier, express or implied, the IXtb Article, which says that “all the provisions and 
elVeets of previous Treaties and, in particular, the 'I'reaty concluded at Hrzeroiim in 
which have not been specially alter.d or .set aside by the present Treaty, are 
iciamlaiued in force as if all their Articles had been included word for word in the 
presimt iuslriimeiil,” eslablishes with a elenrness tbnl admits of no doubt the validity of 
the provisions of previous 'I'reaties on jioiiits connected with the discussion ol the 
frontier also, on which the Treaty of 120:1 is silent. On this point there is no room 
for doubt or hesilalion. Indeed, the insiriictions of 184H, given by the former British 
Ambassador, Mr, Blratford t'aiming, to Hicutcnant*Ooloncl Williams, tbe British 
Delv'iile on the .Mixed ('ommissioii, and forming the first inclosurc in No. 2 in the 
Blue'’Huok, printed in H^O,'', the validity of the unabrogated portions of older 'ITeaties 
wa- exiiressly slated. Bor the reasons slated there is no sound method of carrying out 
the deliiiiiiiiiion other than Hie just course of ell'ectiiig it in conformity (1) with Ibe 
terms of Ibe Treaty of 12ti;i and Ibe ollicial correspondeiiee wbich passed at tbe time ot 
its ralilieation, and ( 2 ) oil points where these arc .silent with the teiiiis of previous 
Treaties subject, of course, to abrogation or niodilication of the older by the newer. It 
is necessary to Ibe siiece.ss of the issue that iiisirnetions on these lines be given to Ibe 
I’ersian Delegates. 
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[14322] 


No. 115. 


Mr. G. Barclay lo Sir Edward Grey,—{Received April 27.) 

(No. 201.) 

ftir. Pera, April 21, 190?. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herowith an o.ttract from a Conliduutial 
Memorandum xvhich I have received from His Majesty’s Consul-General at Bagdad, 
and which is of interest in connection with the Turco-Persian frontier dispute. 

I have, etc. 

(Signed) G. BAllCr,AY. 


Incloaiire in No. 115. 

Memorandum communicated by Conoid-General Newmarch to Mr. G. Barclay. 

(No. 15. Confidential.) 

(Extract.) 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. Sidki Pasha has been rather despondent for some 
time, and it is thought that his place will be taken by I’ertev Pasha. It is thought 
tiiat Sidki Pasha has given his opinion that any activity on this and.the more southern 
part of the frontier is ill-advised, because of the strength of the Shiah tribes and the 
uiiniher of Sliiahs in the army, and that his opinion is looked niani in high places ae 
caused by disloyally rather than by lione.sty. Sidki Pasha seems a simple old man who 
dcK’S his best for his men. 


[14241] -V<>- llfi. 

8 ir A. NicoUon to Sir Edward Grey.—{Itcccived April 27.) 

(No. 11)1.) . 

Sir, St. Pelersburgh, .tpril 10, 1908. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 09 of to-day's date, 1 have the boiiour lo 
tr.iiismil berew'itli copy of a letter wliieli I have received from .M. Isvolsky, stating 
that iiislructions have been sent to .M. ile llartwig to approach the Persian Govern- 
nieiii with a view to coming to an arrangement in regard to tbe exeliangn of the 
telegraph lines in Persia. Jl. Isvolsky adds that he concurs in the |iroposal that the 
met hod of procedure should bo left to the discretion of the two Hepre.sentatives at 
Telimii. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. NICOBSON. 


luolosure in No. 110. 

M. Isvolsky lo Sir A. Nicolson. 

•Mon eber Amhasisadeur, Suint-Pe'lersboury, le 27 Mars (9 Avril), 1908. 

HN ixiponse a votre aiinable lottre du 2,5, je m’empresse do vous faire savoir (|UO 
je viens d'expedier it M. de llartwig des instructions I'invitant it proedder aux 
li'iiiriiarlers avee lo Gouvernoment do Sa Majestd Ic Scbali en vuc do moltro A 
exeeiilion notre Arraiigemont 'rdldgraphiiiue du IS (31) .Vollt, 

•le erois devoir ajouter tiu’en conformitd avco Ic ddsir exprime par le Cabinet da 
Dindres, j'ai abandonne it la discriStion de notre Hnvoyd du fixer, d’nceonl avee 
Mr. .Marling, la proefidure In plus appropride aux circonstanees aeluelles pour onvrir 
les negociailons donl il s'agit. 

<viuaiit aux details de cette alfaire, ddtails dont il ost question dans votre aide- 
memoire du 111 Mars, je me rdsorvo do vous on entretonir sous peu. 

Votre, &e. 

(.Signd) 1SWOH8KY. 



[15-11- 


y 
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[14243] 

Sir .1. XicolKon to Sir Kdwnrtl 6rry.—{Rrcehed April 27.) 

(No. 103.) Petersburghf April 13, 1908. 

"'"'■irSv n. 

c,n;„'Il or;h"'lin;"slmuld !«• ‘nn,sf..,.r...l^.m thejan.o 

‘t8r'l"?iniims ■.r'Nlisnl'u.hiurrrt at'iaU-rmcaiut.! statiotw, will, access to tl.c line at 

U;..cave to s,.,n.dt.8aH.cn 

meat to tin. Tln-oai-f.out the aci-otiatious coacovniag 

r’:^;ce;;a,as;ta;iV;;iati;eo.^cc.wlacl.^ 

ri:!:. ;i;: .::f. 

f iar:!:' s s.ir;::;s:;;i;;“t::t:= ":'"::r:ss 

' ^'’'I^Mhc'An'lIa'Vim'IlH the tJtst .Va^-asl tin; *• same eoaditioas" a.aUailite iiy 
■ I I I In I'efei' to llie coiuUtams atTeeiian nauateaaaei' aa 1 icpaa, anil t a. 
rMi;::::'::! alia Hatilai-ith <8.ve..aana.t. I think tha, tlieiv ca, no 

no <i<)ulit oi ...jinitt,,,! (ii.it ili(> (Ic'in' t'.\in‘<‘s.MMl in llu; iMulmssy .\li‘iiuiraii(liui. ot 
,,a. 2 !!rr"b.vlHha: Ih'llia'silla^ he a.huittcl to the ase .d’ th.. line at 

(Jovmimi'iit on tlu- ah ivc point, I wouM sulmiit that a lirm Ntaml slum (1 In* taken 
!;;;Vhe '|‘ »"'tioa ot ,e,«uvian llassiaa signallers from the mtcrmc.liate stations on tlic 

^iH™''v!mMrr!r make tlm above few observations on tbe llassiua aide- 
,„™a J, !ml Ttnist on my aiMavaebiag arrival in l.omloa that 1 may be .a.rautte.l 
to (liseass tlm wbole i|aestion aaa-e lolly. ^ 

(Signcl)' '' .V XICOl.SON. 


laclosare in No. 117. 

.l/naeraa./a a ,o,m,n,nir„lrd Up tUr Ku^-dun Minklrp.hr U'orripn Athir.-, lo 
Sir .1. Xico/.'iou, 

All amis .le .laavier .leraier le (ioaveracaamt Imperial cxi.rima son e"i'se'iR'- 
meat h la proposition da Cabinet de l.oadivs d,- ebarger les 'V J'm 

|!^ta s b IVbe. Ill d'eatrer ea poarparlevs avec le tioaveraenamt <le Sa Majeste h. 


8.3 


Sebnb an suiet de la mise b cxdeation des stipalatioas do rArraagenicnt Tdlcgmpbaiuo 
da 18 (hit Aoftt, 1907. En memo temps, lo Cabinet de. Saiat-1 etei-sbom,^ a i 
m'lceliro do tai^e observer ..a’il serait ardlerable, b son avis, de tr.ntcr a^ 
C.oaveraonamI Porsaa non seulemeat la .piestam dc Icchange des 

lie Mi'clied-Tcbdran et de Mdclied-Smstiva, prevao par lArraagemcat piccitc, mais 
doalement cclte. dc la ligne Teberaa-lCbam-kia. Cette dermbiii propositam Rassc 
a'cte cepcadaat abamlonn^c pins tard. va ipie lo ""■”•"7"'''''''' ! ' ] 
ti'anoiirml de .son dcsir dc traitor la qaestioa de la ligae lUa i.ia-Kbantkm 

separeiaeal,^^ Oouveraeraeats dtaat tomla'.s d-aecord sar les points 
ms>c6darc b adoiitcr dans cettc alTairc (lettre de JI. Isvolsky b 8ir A. Nicolsoa a 
late da 2.0 .Tanvier, 1908), le aoavernemeat Anglais proposa dans an aale-memoa. 
ell d.ate da 10 (23) Mai-s coarant de rdgler certaiaes mesares de details coaeeraaat 
les changes des deax premibirs lignes. Aiasi cpi il est dit dans cot ’nni'tre 

(imiveraemeat Hrilunaiqae eatead iiae le Cioavememeat Kasse est ^ 

b la idace de 1’Administration Anglaise sar la ligae I eberaa-Mecbul. il aoiio.i. 
easaitc (pie le fil tdldgrapbiiiao (sar cettc ligae) scat traasrere an llarcaa Hass, a 
Tdhdmn (it b .Mdcbed, et quo les employds tdlegrapbapies Anglais aicnt .ic.aV. .i d .. 
bearcs fixes poar se servir de la ligae, cjmanc cela so fait aclae lemeiu 1>'«'> ^ 

emnlovcs lUisses. I’oar ee (pa eoacenie lo r.'gime a ctabla- sai la li..,m •l‘-<h ' 
Seikm, I'aide-ammoire liritaaniqi.e ea .jacsCma pi-apose .pai !.■ 

Cmnde-Hretagae retire ses employfis sar la scelaai Klaif .Meclied, cl qia (.ma 

meat liasse rappelle les siens de la section Kbal Nasrataliad. .. 

l,es propositions Hritaaaiqaes eeaeeraaat le regime a etablir sar la ''j’'"!', '‘''.'7 
Mdched se lroiive,scml.le-l-il, ea parlciilc barmoaie avec his dispositions de 1 Ailuh 
.le IMrmiigcmciit da IS (31) A.alt, 1907, .iiii stipiih' la c.'ssioii par 1 y'oh''ene . .. 
.•ette lioae mix laf-mes coaditioas aaxqaelles elle se Irmiveaetaellemeat dans h 
de 1’A.l.iiiaist.atioa Anglaise. Ea eoas.'i.iacae.i, le lait de 1 a. nii.ssi.ai ,'H's eaiph'.ics 
Mmlais mi travail sar cott.i ligae. doat il .ist .piesti.m dans hiide-m.iaioav Haulms 
I0T23) -Mnis, noiMMilMn] eoiisidcn* (|uo ennum? une I'oiisniuoiice IngiiiuiMtnconl.mt 
aatiircllomeal. da priiicipi' iitabli par I'Articlii 1" dc I’Arraiigoai.ial. n j, j, 

11 n’ea Ost pas de meme on ce qai eoncerae le.s coiiditioas .11 x.im 11. s 1.111 
memoire \i..'lais propose de rAsoadre la .piiistma da leh'grapbe .\lncbod-.8eist.ia, eai 
rm|a,.'ides-aiplovc's Hasses de la sectioa Kbaf Nasralaha.l, .laoi.p.e eo.apcas.i j.ar 
nippcl lies enlph.yds .Vaglais de la .section Uiiss.i Mia Meiibe.l, ae se reale p. s 
semblc-t-il. ea coni'oraiil.'i avec I Article 2 da lainae .\n-.iagi‘aiimt. l.a . b t. ... 
;^™hw stipule la division de la ligae aetaellc il.i Mcehe.l-S.ia..aa 
Kbaf l.a siiethm an aor.l (hi ce point ressortit de 1 .Vdmiaistr.ilioa Uiis.., ._t la 
sectio'a m. sad da amine point ressortit .le P..Vdmiaistrat.oa 

.■.aalitioas, ea ce qai regarde les deax seetams de la ligae, aax.i.ailh's hi teleg ..pin s. 
;"mv,^.<ll;,.lllem.l!.tdaas hi ressort de rAdiaia ^ra.ma “ I’'"'";-;" 

sea, exael de e.itle stipiilatam est eelm (pie 1 Aaglelerre .le.pil. it !,i si.Lti ill Kh.il 
N-isratahid mix iimmes eoiidilioas mixipielles eetle seetioa se troave ac iielleiaeiil 
ilaas r Vdiiiiaistratioii liasse, el ipio le, employes .taglais soat adiiiis aeliiellemeal .111 
service (le cettc lioae, il esi, iaeoalestable .pie h- iiKMiiii priacipi-dolt (lire observ.'par 
1’ Vu‘'lrti'riv p:u’ muporl ii I’uilinissiou <U*s oinploy^s Uusscs loi‘s»iuoc.etlc Uppui roHSintini 
lie rvdmiaisiration Aa-glaisc. In jastesse de ce priacip.i est <1 .i ,"7 

mi’il est adaiis par I'ai.le-iiKiamir.i llrdaaaiitii.i ilii 10 (2.!) Mars par lappoil .1 
Aidmissioa des eiaph.y.'s Anglais a la ligae IVibiiraa-Mecbcd lorsipie cettc .l. raieie 

Vb*i'('o'as('Kiiieaei., le r('gime li' jilas ('■.piitabh' a a.lopter (loasist.’rail a abaadoaa..r 
111 softioii MrohiM! IviiaV a I’.VdmiiiistrntioiJ Kusso avuo udnus.'^ioii (I'JHoinployijs Ani^lais 
■•n mn*vu'c a (U'S innires lixes, ainsi nue cala sc i)mti(|Uo uujoufd'liui sur la MccIumI- 
Sidslaa et d abaadoiiaer la seetfoa Kbaf Nasriitabad a I Ada.iaistrale.a .taglaise 
av.s' admissioa des eaipl..y.Ss Uass.'s mi service a des bear.-s fixes, .loiaaie cela est 
projete dans I’aide-imbaoire Anglais da 10 (23) .Mars par rapport a la ligae lebei.ia- 

.Mcebed.^^. av. rneineai .,l„ui b esp.’.rer, par suite, .pie hi Cabinet de l.oadres 

loiiara biea recoaiiaitre la jilstcsse .les raisoaiiemeiits exposes ci-dessiis e se .lecliiK 
piTt, 1.1 cas dcl.i'iaat, de I'liiiair le Miaistre de Uussie a Icb.iraa .1 lastruclioas ea 

CU SCU 8 . 

Siiiul-l’v'l(r.iliOurtj, Ir 30 Miirn (12 Airi!;, lUOs. 
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149441 No. US. 

sir .4. Nirr)hoi} to Sir Eiiirorrl Grry.-~{li('ceive<l April 27.^ 

' St. Prtnrlnirtjh, April 17, lOOS. 

Wl'l'll ii’feri-iKv! to my toti'ijnim No. 72 of yesterday’s date, I linve the honour to 
tninsinit lierewith ropy of an ‘lidr-innnoirr which I have received from the Iinjierial 
Ministrv for I'oreiitn .Uraii-s riMiuc'slim; to la- informed of tlie views of Ills Majesty s 
lioveriiment in regard t.i the seqiiestration of tlie customs revenues ot Kennanshah hy 
tlie Imiierial Hank of I'eisia. ... 

I liave, <EC. 

(Signed) A. NICOliSON. 


Inclosurc in No. 118. 

llrmortiiiflitm roiinnunirittrd hy the liiittxitin Ministry for I'orrign Adairs to 
■ -Sir A. iVieo/soii. 

I.K Miiiistre de Uiisvie a'lY'In'mn li.lf'grn))hie line la Hanque Tiniidriale do I’eisio 
a seqiiestre les revemis de la donane de Kermanseliali, dans le hut de garantir les 
|iavemenis diis a elle |iar h- Couveraement I’ersan. 

Ainsi qiie eela est stipule ]iar h‘S eoutrats des emprunts qiii out 6t6 conolus on 
I!U^sie par h' (ioiivernement de Sa .Majestc le Seliah, les r(|Venus doiianiers en question 
rroitrent dans la eategorie de eeiix qui servent de gamntie a cos emprunts. I’.ar suite, 
le seqnestiT de ees revenns lese les droits aeipiis ii la Hanqiie d’Ivscompte et do I’rUts 
de I’ersi-. II est ii inder en nulls' (|ue. Kermansehah so Irouvaiit dans la zone 

... a r.Vrtiele I de la t.’onventioii dii l.i^ (HI) Aoilt, 1007, les reveiius des 

doiianes do Keriiiaiisehali in' .saiiruieni dtre alVeele.s, eoiiformfiment aiix stipulations 
de la (lile (.'niivenlinii, ii lu 'gainiitie d’empriiuts antres ipie ceux eoiicliis en lliissie. 
U' fail qii'iiiie des deux Parties t'ontractantes no se eonformcrait pus strictement unx 
dl-posilions de la (,'onvenlioii serait d’aiilant plus regrellahle, quo eela lormeiliit un 
precedenl siir le(|itel des I’nissanees liorees poiirraienl .se laiser pour sc faire 
h.ipotliequei'. sons line foi lin' on line ant re, les is'veniis doiianiers IVrsaiis qui sont 
eenses eire alVeetes exeliisivemciit ail service des eiuprunls conolus en Uussie ct on 
.Aieglelei'i'e. 

lie plus, dll moment oh le> revenns de la douaiie de Kermaiisehah servent de 
garaiilie mix payeiiienls a la Haiiqiie Impei'iale de Perse, il en resultc qu tine partio 
des revi'iuis des doiiuiies du t lolfe Persiqiie devient lilire, ii la suite de qiioi le (ioiivoriio- 
menl Persaii pent oil prolller pour garaulir ii I'aide do ees sommes line tniiisaotion 
linmieiere qiielcoiiqiie. ail detrimeut taut de la (liniide-liretagiio ipie de la lliissie. 
.\1. de llarlwig a eii I'oeeasion d'allirer I'attenlioii de .Mr. Marling siir le ehtd 
dangereiix iriiiie pareille eomhimiison ot liii a expriine I’livis qii’il serait equitable, 
dans ees eondilions, ipie la Haaqne Imperialo de Perse sequestre les revemis des 
duiiaiies dll (lolfe et n'lnelle les sommes provenaiit de Kermansoliah ii la Hnnqilo 
iPllscompte el do Prels de Per.se. .Mr. .Marling a ddclare son eollhguc de Riissiequ’il 
parta'ge pleiaeinent son avis. 

De son ehti'', le Ministhre Imperial eoiisiih''re qae la iiislcssn del’opinion dmise liar 
le Miiiistre de lliissie est hors de doiite, et il serait fort iTeoiinaissaiit ii I'.Vmhassado do 
la (Irande llrelagiie si elle voiilait lui fairi' eoiiiinitrc Pnvis du (.'ahiiiet do Ismdres 
11 ee sllji'l. 

.Siiinl-I’r'trrshotirij, Ir 2 (1.")) Avril, ItHt''. 


1144931 No. lit). 

.Mr, a. Iliirrlaii to Sir lidinird lirry. —(/iVm'rrd April 27.) 

(No. Its.) 

('I'elegrapliie.l P. Constantinople, April 27, 1908. 

I P la'll PKIISIAN frontier. 

I hale to-day telegraphed In Mr. Wmlislaw iiiforniiiig him that the Grand Vizier 
1 'lls me llial I'ahir Pasha had .started fiMtii Arjisli on his way to Uruiiiia. 
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[14487] No. 120. 

Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received April 27.) 

(Teie^plic.) P. ™ran, April 27, 1908. 

EXCHANGE ot telegraph lines. Your telegram No. 86 ot the 21th instant 
It was naturally assumed hy His Stajosty’s Consuls at Meshed and Seistan that 
atntus lino ot Jleshcd-Khat section is maintained, as it is not mentioned in Agreement 
ot the 31st August, 1907. This was my helicf also, till I received Sir A. Nieol-sons 

tclegi-am No. 71. „ , i n v 

Unless an arrangement is made tor Russians to forward onr messages, wc sliaU tx) 
dependent on Persians if our signallers are withdrawn on this section. 

I venture, in view of opinions expressed by Consuls, to revert to suggestion mauo 
in my telegram No. 91, stalue quo being maintained on section Ixitween Meshed and 
Khat! 


[13707] No. 121. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 

[pde^-aVic.) P- Foreign Office, April 27, 1908. 

IjAND at Mohammerah (see your telegram No. 92 of the 9th instant. 

In order to prevent the Shoikli from leasing further land, you should send 
instructions to His Majesty's Consul to watch the proceedings of foreign ageuciee, 
especially Messrs. Wonckhaus. 


[12622] 


No. 122. 


Sir Edward Grey to .\fr. O'Bcirne. 

(No. 117. Confiiiential.) 

Si,._ Foreign Office, April 27, 1908. 

I TRANSMIT to your Excolleiiey herewith copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s 
Charge d'Atlaires at Tehran,° relative to the alleged grant hy the Persian Goveriunent 
to Germany of a Concession for the eonstruelion of a railway fiom Tehran to 
Kennanshah. 

I have to request your Excellency to inquire eonfidentially of the Russian Govern¬ 
ment whether they have any knowledge of this report, the truth of which is denied by 
the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

I am, Ac. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[14487] 


No. 123. 

Sir Edward Grey lo Mr. Marling. 


(TelegraUm.) 1’- Foreign Office, April 28, 1908. 

i H AVf3 received your telegram No. Ill of the 27th iustiuil rcspectiug telegraph 

lines. 1 .1 I* 

Isit i\ liict that tho Regulations or pmctico actually in force prohibit lUissmn 
8 ignaULM*s from transmitting British mossngos, even sliould thoi’C he no British 
sigimihn-, anil further that, in order to modify this, a special arrangement would bo 
necessary ? . , s i 

'riiis is Iho inference which I have drawn from above-mentioned telegram. 



i 







• No. 41. 

[l.-'SO] 


z 


! 

i 
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[14893] 

Mia Office to foreign Office.—{Received .-Ipnl 29.) 

THE Uiidcr-Sccrctary of State for India presents his complimcnte to the Under- 
Secret-irv of State for Foreign .VfTairs, and, t)y direetion of Mr. Secretary MoMy, 
forwards herewith, for th(‘ information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from the Viceroy, dated tiie 28tii instjint, relative to the exchange of British and 
Kussinii tclegraidis in Persia. 

Min Office. April 29, 1908, 


tnclosure in No. 124. 
Oovenunent of India to Mr. Motley. 


, V P .tpri/ 28, 1908. 

' ExSuANtiE of Persian telegraphs (see your telegram dated the 14tli instant 
and previous eorrespond.mce). Consul at Seistan telegraphs os follows i- 
[See Mr, Mavling’s telegram No. 103 of the 18th April.] 

Coii.Mil Geiieral at .Meshed telegra|ihs as follows:— 

[See Mr. Marliiig's telegram No. 101 of the 18th April.] 

Itell. telegrams wre repeated to His Majesty's Chargd d’Allaircs at lehran te 
eonsullalion with whom pnietieal ohjeetioiis urged hy our local omoers, which ha e 
C?ms"l“ force, will perhaps he considered. We concur, .however, to 

Mr M irlino’s oiiiiiioii, in the view that on general grounds it is desirable that a 
sltlement on Irisisof signallers of either Power hoing excluded trom zone ot the other 
should he arrived at. 


[94601 No. 12:-). 

.Sir Rdtcard Grey to Mr. .Marling. 

^T.’i.''!!:o.hie 1 P .iprit 29, 1008. 

^ ' 'uih’ENTlON ot two Military Atlachcls in Persia. With reference to Government 
of India’s despatch No. 115 of the 7th Novoinber, 1907 : 

I should like to receive your views with regaril to abolition of post at Tehran, 
The greatest, importiinee is atteched by the tioverument ot ludni to retention of that 

nt MoHhnd. ., . 

Tht? of lioth posts would bo (lilucult to justily. 


[14795] 

.Mr. G. llarcliiy to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 30.) 

(T deuranliic.) P. Constantinople, April 30, 1908. 

I 8 VW the Minister for Foreign .VlTairs this afternoon, and spoke to him on the 
subic'Ct of the Kurdish raid into Persian territory reported by Mr. Marling in his 
telegram No. 12 of to-day. His Uxeelleiicy informed me that he had no knowledge of 

the occurrence. , , r. ■ 

As the result of strong repri'sentations the Grand Vizier promised Prince 
.Mirza Ali Uiza Khan this afternoon that he would send tclcgrapliio instructions to 
the civil and military authorities at Van and .Mosul to take whatever measures lay in 
their power for preventing Persia being invaded by Kurds. 


[14778] 
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No. 127. 

Mr. .Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received April 30.) 

feShie. P. rsAraa, April 30,1908. 

TUllCO-PERSIAN frontier. c- i 

Persian Corarai.ssioner litis telegraphed to the Persian Government that the Kurds 
have raided the country right up to Urttmia, and that about 2,000 people have licon 
killed. A higher fiiruro is given in another account, but both arc groM exaggerations 
prolMiblv. Sis hundred men have been owlcrcd from Miandoab to Urumia, and situation 

is considered to bo very serious. e n .i 

The telegraph lino to Tabreez is cut, and I have therefore no news trom Gonsul- 
General, The Persian message was sent for transmission to Klioi. 

It is certain, according to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, that the lurks 
instigated the raid. 


[14898] No. 128. 

Mia Office to foreign Office.—(Received May 1.) 
gjy India 0//ice, April 30, 1908. 

I VM directed to acknowledge the receipt ot your letter, dated the 21st instant, 
as to an application which, it is expected, will shortly be made to the lersian 
Governniont on behalf of Messrs, Haji Ali Akbar and Sons (Limited), of Manchester, 
for a Concession to extract red oxide on the Island of Sirri, in the 1 ersian Gulf. 

In reply, I am to say that Mr. Secretary Morley eoneurs in the views expressed 
hv the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs as to the iiiappropriateness of supporting 
the applientioii at Tehran. At the same time, the iiuestion nrise-s whether silence on 
our part at this stage will not be taiitamoiiiit to standing by, and thus admitting the 
Pei-siaii claim. I am to recall attention to .Sir Arthur Hardinges note to the Persian 
Government of the loth .Tune, 1901, in which he referred to the necessity for a 
reciprocal settlement of the controversy as to jurisdiction between the two Govern¬ 
ments. The present occasion might bo taken to revive the intimation then made. 
If however, tiic Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs would desire to hear the views 
of’the Govcriinicnt of India upon the matter before he arrives at any conclusion, a 
reference will be made to the Viceroy by telegraph. 

I am, &c. 

(Signeil) A. GODLICY. 


[14937] No. 129. 

.Mr. G. Btticlay to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 1.) 

(Telegrapiiio.) P. Conslanlinopte, May 1, 1908. 

TUItCO-PE HSIAN frontier. i , i .,7.1 

Following is a repetition of Mr. Wratislaw’s telegram No. 28 dated the 27lh 

1 leiirii from Turkish sources that Tahir Pasha is on his way hack to Uriimia. 
■With regard to the resumption of negotiations, the Persian Comimssioiior assures me 
that ho has no instructions whatever. , ,,. 1 n,..,, 

This neighbourhood is suffering from a worse state of pub be ontei than ever. 
For the last twelve dava eoinmunication by telegraph h.as been iiiterrupted as the line 
has licen destroyed by'Kurds. This telegram is being sent to labreez by messenger. 


[14936] No. 130. 

.Mr. .Marling lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 1.) 

(Tolegrapliic.) P. Tehran, May 1,1908. 

TUKCO-PElisiAN frontier. My telegram No. 112 ol the 30th ultimo. 

Russian Consul at Urumia has telegraphed to the Russian Jlinistcr confirming 
report of Kurdish raid. There can bo no doubt of the gravity of the affair, but the 
original roi>orts were probably much exaggerated. 
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&’jr Edxpard Grey to Mr. Murliny. 

(i'eioi^phic.) P. Foreign Office, May 1, 1008. 

FRONTIER dispute. 

I Imve hcen informed by Count Itenokendorff that if tlic Persian Government 
(Mirry out their intention f>r soiulinj' the Mission I'eferrcd to in your telegram No. 107, 
tlie Kussian Government would give it their support at Constantinople, 'lo this T 
liave replied that, assuming that a reasonable basis is taken for negotiations, Ilis 
Majesty’s Government will also give their support, 
riease inform M. de Hart wig of above. 


[14866] No. 132. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling, 

(No. 02.) 

(Telegraphic.) R Foreign Office^ May 1, 190«. 

IMtO'l’PX'TION of Habroinese. 

With reference to your telegi’ams Nos. 95 and 9G. 

f)ur right would appear to he sufiicicntly r(‘Cognized by the i-endering of justice 
and n-'paration to the man who was injured. 

The oeeupatlon of an i.slaiid, or the threat of such a proceeding, seems unnecessary, 
unless the Persian Government reiterate their claim to the ownership of Bahrein in 
(hi‘ir amended note. 


[15106] No. 133. 

India Office lo Foreign Office,—\Heceived May 2.) 

India Office^ May 1, 1908. 

IN reply tn your letter dated the 23r(l April last, I am directed lo say that 
.Mr. S(.*i i*etary Morjey eoneiii's in the proposal of the St-eretary of State for Poreign 
AlVairs to inhirm Mes^l•s. Kllinger and (.'o. that there is no ohjectioii to their 
sijbiiiitiiiig n»r ilu' inspeelion of Messj-s. .Andrew Weir and Co., on the coiulition 
iiienliuiK'd. the leittu* adtli’essed to lliein Irom the Foreign Olliee on the 18th .Tannary 
laM as l«) their projMwils for tin- exploitation of the inine.s of re<l o.xide on the Island of 
Hormuz. f am, &c. 

(Signed) A. OODHEY. 


1151271 No. 131. 

Mr. a. liarclay lo Sir F.dward Grey .— {Hevvived .May 3.) 

(Nu. lo:;.) 

('relrgrapliie.) I*. Con!itaniino}de^ .May 3, 1008. 

K( d.l.GWIN'ti fivin .Mr. Wratislaw, rnimia, No. 29, dated yesterday and received 
l<Hlay: 

“'ria* uiliabilants of a numU*!’ of Persian villag<'.s are taking refuge in Cnimiu; 
Olliers have submitted to the Turk.*^, and sevend more are tbiiiking of following their 
eNaiiipli*. Ihe Kurils fnim rsliim and Mergavar are mainly responsible lor the 
outrages in the smilli, and llie Turks e;mnot diM'laim n-sponsibility for their action. 

“ Then* is no news t>f Tahir Pasba. 

** ‘Telegrapbie eonimnnii'alion has bemi re.^torod, but 1 fear only temporarily.” 


1151281 No. 135. 

.Mr. a. liarvlay lo Sir Etlward Grey.—{Ucceivid May 3.) 

(No. 104.) 

('lAdcgraplde.) P. ConHtaatinople, .May 3, 1908. 

M'i'ril regard lo the Kuiilisboutmges re|M)rtcd by .Mr. Wvali4aw in bi** b'h'gram 
No. :^9 id' yesterday, I am informed by the Porte that tlie Tnrkisli fixmlier oilieiuU 
have rtTcived tlie strictest instruetions to piwent tin* Kurds under their immediate 
authority from eommitting depredution.s. 
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[15161] 18®- 

Mr. G. Barclay to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 4.) 

^ 0 . 210.) Constantinople, April 28,1908. 

I the honour to forward herewith .a dcspateli from His Majesty’s Vice- 

Consul at Van, iuelosing Uiree road sketches,* one road rojrort.and a military reiiort on 
tlie district rettcntly passed through by him on the Turco-l creian frontier. 

I have, ixc. 

(Signed) 0. BARCLAY. 


IncloBure 1 in No. 133. 

Vice-Consul Dickson to Sir iV. 0 Conor. 

Pan, March 15,1908. 

‘ I have the honour to inclose thrye road sketches,* one i-oad report, ami a 
militaiT report on the district pass(‘d througli during my recent journey, which I lieg 
that your Excellency will transmit to the military authorities. 

* I have, &<!. 

(Signed) BERTRAM DICKSON, 

Captain, R.F.A. 


Incloaure 2 in No. 130. 
Reports by Vice-Consul Dickson. 


Military Report. 

1 C 4Ni\OT liresuiiie what the Russian plan of eamiiaigii would lie in case she 
should si. witl. lSa in a war with Turkey, Imt history shows tlia f “ 

has heeii to invade tlie Laz coast and Erzeroum, while leaviiif,'a defeiis re force to 
Kiiaisl the Hank from Ravezid to .lulfa. If she were aKiim to follow tins iiluii (*'“>> '» 
men. V a supposition), and tlie Turks found tlial, after leaviiiB a stroii- delensirc forte 
imd Eiv.ei‘mm and tlie Laz coast, tliey eiaild send a large force, say, o the 1\ th or 
Vlh Vriiiv Corps, to Bayezid and Khoi, while ihe Vlth Army Corps could advaute hy 
Ijihijan to Urumia, the occupation of Azerhaijaii and a threatened advance on Caucasia 
would he e SCI ions menace to Bussia. . . . i. c t\., 

I meiiticm this laissihility with a view lo showing what part some of tin, districts 
in the attaclicd sketches* would play in sncli an eventuality. . 

In Azerhaiiaii the ohjeclives of the I'urks would prolmhly he Urnima, Khoi, 
.Maminl and Tnhreez. I helieve that, under present coiidilniiis, they \rould hare little 
iliflienltv ill oeeupving anv of these places, if not opposed hy Russia. Ihe troops 
under lilahmoud Fuyzal Pasha, now at Siij-Halak, could occupy the Urumia district, 
and the tniops of the IVth Army Corps at Serai cmild occupy Khoi at any moment. 

hake Urumia would, in many ways, form an ohstaele to the I nrks plans hliimld 
Ihev decide to employ the Maraga- Tahreez-.Marainl mad for the advaina; of the 
Mill Annv Corps, ns it would separate them from the IVlh .Vrmv Corps at Khm and 
Llmiihut it dlso has its advantages in giving two separate imes of advance and 

‘"“‘"'oliTmav rav that the Van Vilayel is at the preseut moment devoid of provisions 
for widike purposes. The country 1ms heeii hied ami ruined to such an extent within 
the last few yeara that, it is now in n state of Imiikruptcy. Hie price ol corn is ten 
times what it was seven years ago, and everything else is in proiKirtioii; this is duo to 
seareitv, and not to the cheapness, of money. Thus. 1 fail to sec how any largo body 
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Not n»pro(lucud. 
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of troops can be provisioned fronr tl.c Van Vilayet, and the roads and transport 
aLlngmcntsare not favoumble for provisioning an 

west or soutli. Therefore, any large body ol troops east of A an must look loi some 
other^drstricaor tlm^^^^^ in the Urumia and Salmas Plains and the rich 

countrv adjoining. I have not been able to obtain aeeuratc statistics of the production 
rf tbesi districts,^.llt it must Im far greater tbiin the Van Vi ayet, while, will rim 
Turks bolding the Labijan-Vesney road, they could supplement tlicir supplies from 
Trc^>oton>i" .-IS reqiiirei Thus, the Turks could form a base at 
road from lla-dad meets the roiuls from Van and the west vib Ikislikala and Seran 
At Urumia far bettor facilities would lie found to form a base than ‘{"y"'*"® 
Turkish territorv. A large bazaar, many craftsmen, tailors, slioemakere, blacksmiths, 

&o. and, altbongb in a hostile country, T think the hostility would be a negligi )1 
auanlit\‘ V basi; ul Urumia would bo easily dofi'iidcd u iiecossary. 

^ IVi^ defence from the north I believe there is an excellent position along the 
water-slieil between the Kotiir Cbai and Lake Urumia, south of Ivlioi (I have only 
seen it from the west end of the position). „i,,.„„ 

There is nnolber strong position south of the Salmas Plain, along the A,hca 
Da'rii and Karabagli Dagb to the lake. I’arlber south there is still anothci even 
Stroimer aloiu' the Sl.eikh Hasit and Argi Daghs to the lake. , , , . . 

To tlm csist of Uriiinia their is the lake, and there are no boats of any iinport- 

'rlniMhe south 1 uudei-stan.l that Urumia could he defendcsl by a strong positioii 
from t shnu and the Ali Kerim Dagli to the lake, hut as tins would cut oil 
cation with the llagdad road a |iosilion between Suj-liulak and the lake would lie 
preferalile, hut I do not know the country in that region. „ 

^ I'his oeeuiiiition of tile, Urumin-Salnias district would ho highly ‘'‘-■’“'.‘hjc front 
the r'lrkisli iMiiiit of view. With a little trouble the Uashkala-Uiza-Bajirka road 
and the Kotiir-Serai roads could he made practicable lor wheels; this would give 
rims cart nmdsrmni Van, viz., by Koliir, Deir, and liajirka for use by the H tli and 

oive the 'I'lirks no trouble, and. in fact, might even help Ihcm by being -sent to pi logo 
The I’ersian villages round Tahreez and east of the lake, 'lliese Kurds at piescnl .ire 
oil the side of iho Shah against the Uiijiimans, and the Turks, in their intrigues lutli 
the Kurds, pretend that they are on the Shah’s side also, and that 
A-rsian territorv are on behalf of the Shah. I his excuse .seems to .^itisty the Kltlils 
scant ideas of Pi-rsian patriotism, if any were ncsaled. Ihey would he lUdighted to „o 
imu scour ilie Tahreez eountry, and might act as a very irregular cavalry screen on 

' rmighl'mimtioii here that the Armenian iswolutionaries in \ an and .Salma.s have 
been informed liv their Uomiiiiltee in Tillis that m the event of war they wil side 
i e llussians against Turkey. Unaided by the Itiissiaiis they eouhl mohilize 
..-, 11(1 armed shar,.shis.lets to harass the Turks about the frontier and on their 

hui.s iif ttouimun^ 'I’urkey and Persia only 1 believe the 'I'lirks would 

bitvr i<> iimkf tlu'ir Azri*l)aijiin ivml 'I'libnioz so ns to linvi* thmv torce mmr th« 

Kussinii I'rontii'r in tlio irns(M)f Kusssiuu inturvoution. , . , 

Tbo Turks al tin* pvfsmit Imvo a division iit buj-llulak ; ibose, with tlm two 
hatlalhmsat .Mergavver and Torgavver, could at once occupy Uriunia and the sheikh 
Hasit \r"i Dagli position, while the Semi triwps could occupy Khoi and wait until 
reinforced to carry out the rest of the schomo, in the ineanliine eolleetnig stoisxs, 
forming ii base in Uniinia, mid i-epairiiig the roads. If loreed to evaeimte Khoi 'o 
retire on Vmi, they eniild lake up positions on the lulls east of Khoi, wliero llie Kotur 
Uluii enters the Khoi Plain. The valley between this position and /.eri is a deep, 
moiiiitiiiiioiis, craggy gorge, and eonld easily he held by a small lorec; helween /eri 
and Kevlik the lulls are llirowii hack, ami the valley is more open, ami every few miles 
one comes across ideal defensive positions; the two liest aro probably al llahashi ami 

" \'lie line of hills west of the Urumia Plain could lie utilized in a retirement to the 
west from Urumia, hut, owing to the open country heliind nud the miineriius passes 
Ihrum'ti these hills, they would he linhle to he turned, llie mam position would 
iio across the llarildost Uliai, by liajirka and Kotul Dagli, guaitling the road to 
Gavvar. 
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Owine- to the umisuallv had weather experienced on my journey it was quite 
impossible to follow some of the roiitc.s I would have liked to have taken, so as to have 
made a more comprehensive sketch, as the roads were already snow-hlocked foi the 
winter. 'Hio same reason—incessant blizzards of snow and ram, which continued 
tlirouglioiit my journey—prevented my taking observations of sun or stars lor my 
position. Tlie nttnehed skclelies are tlierefore only road traverses with compass and 

I foiiml the existing intelligence map of the country round the Persian frontier 
very inaccurate and confusing, especially in the districts ol Baradost, Mergavver, am 
Tergavver, many villages being marked which do not exist, and others, as Naychclhin 
amrMastoka, being marked in twice over. 

The road between Bashkala and Gavvar is marked as passable for wheels '“rile 
Military Report, “Turkey in Asia," vol. ii. This is not strictly the case, t-outli p 
Charderan, crossing the .Messol Chai, is same 2 miles of very stoeiq rocky ‘‘’““to 
larther soiilli, descending from the high hills to the Nihail Chai, before one eutcis the 
liavvar Plain, is some 2 or 3 miles of had, narrow, rocky track; all of this is quite 
impnieticahle for wheels, and would require considerable blasting and constructing 
iicfore iieiiig made so. . „ . , , 

The road from Urumia to Serai vih Salmas and Kotur was formerly praetitalili. 
for wheels all tlirough, hut, owing to frontier troubles, the section lietweon Khoi amt 
Kotur has not hecii used tor the last three years, and, being m a deep, rocky gorge, 
has iicen entirely washed away. At present it is iinpassnhlo for wheels, and with 
dilTienlty for horses; there are two places where packs require to lie unloaded and 

earned ly hand. (Signed) BKKTRAM DTCKSOX, 

Cnptdhi, 


lioxtte iieport: Uru7)iui, .Sti/imix. Ktttni', Serai, Kiirnsu, V((h. 



IK*scriptit)n. 


rrtiniift .. •• .. 1 .. Usivc fruiuia by ThIiixh.'z gute: brwul iimnotallod truck wiili iljlt'lii'jj 

I jiiul im*s well 'sidt? ncr<>ss n IlM fcrtil*.* plain iT)v»;n*d with 

I \ lltiiiri>l»ii{r villftjr«*.s J,'ftrdcns, and vlnryanlj*, and inlcrsfctcd by 

I I irrijration i-anals many uf tliom lari'!*, and fi)rmldal)li- !dk<taclc?i 

\ I ft»r cjivalrv t>r artillery’, which wimld in* obnijed to ktiep Ui thu 

I I tracks, of'which there arc many from villaif** lo villajii- in and 

I , aluMit the Helds. Many of Uie vimwanls, villas, ^ardeits, \c., an? 

' siirromnled hv hiifh nuid-waU«, and mi>'t i.f the villages and 

I I cnmvnnseruis’an* also walled. Ix)w mululatinif hills :> or •*, miles 


l^trlnsh, llatuiigan 
Uizu.. .. 

CarrtKvJiloO .. 
Ikxtdikeui 
Kanjiwat 
Janala 
Ki7.il Sheik 

JerdilatuI 

Htts-vOiai 

Sunifamli 

Ho7,li 

Askeralirtd 
<‘ar.TvanM.Tai .. 


west; Iziike rraii some 1*2 miles east. I'riimia I'lain is very fertile 
i I and rich. nJid larjic store.s of K'rain ami rict- coidd In* <»ljtaiiied, and 

I sheej) from the iieijfIdKmrinjf Itill-s. Wikx! is m»t very almndatii. 
Then* is a teleifniph frtim rriiiuia l'» IHIhnaii amri'alrn'c/. aid 

leleiJume in the town and tti s»mie of ... villages, 

IjelonKinif to the l’er.'*ian notaijililies. 

.. J J Cluirlmh. a kirije suburluMi left; K«rdeii- .ind vdla.s ami vmcynnK 
left and riifht. Ilatununn I mile left. 

. l>iza on n;<ht. 

.. .. .. Cat resaaltHi i mile left. 

.. ,. Iloadikeni 1 milu left. 

.. 2 2^ Kanjiwiit ^ mile right. 

.. .. .. .luimla i mile right. 

.. 4 4 Kizil .Sfieikii, large village .•aeh side of toad, crovs large eiuiid by 

culvert (stone), Itt feet. 

.. .Terdilalxil. large village. 

ij 53 IhwaChai Ktird; wide dry stnvuii. water all used for irrigation, 

. .<ungarali ^ mile light on river liank-. w.alled vineyards all numd, 

, villas in vineyardti. 

,,l ,, ,, Itoxli ^ tuilu right, small hill 3 miles left. 

.. Askei-alad 4 mile left. <’r»‘-s tw«) large can-il.s, siom* culverls; 

I I vim*yanls (Malh*!!) on left. cultivated fields right. 

,, I CaiTVvanseral.or resl-lmuse; garden.sftiid villas riglit Plain de.sceuds 

1 a few feel to basin of Nazlu t'liui. 


• Not re|>ro<luced. 










Place. 


Description. 


Aralii, Das'legirt 
L’roli .. •• 

CImntjantli, Na7.!n Cliai.. 


SininkliH .. 

Saatlii •• 

AiiliiiAiU 

v\rtfi D. 

Kimnitvn 

KiimfriiuliQl, caravan- 


,l(>lN'lk«‘ndi 

Kitluni^i 


' ;iiH 


(itlllllt-llill 

iu-dik 


Mi 


Cnkss raiml. culvort. Two villngwi of Aralti on left, 
grit right. Cross large canal Irridge (alone), one arch 12 feet. 

Drali, large Kurd village. 

..f n’miu '7'','rii,'’:;.’ 

fi.tiinl.l.' ill ►liril'l-'. Kra''!-'' '.'‘tol'i. '‘"‘'i-? 

.S-ivral villifls im l■.llli'' ''.•■■'I >1) 'vl'l'''" f'l'W* 

iJniii llir.illi;li » imi-ro"’ l•"<•k,v gcirgi' "'"."'I 'V. 

Siiiiii- livi' slmiwl tiK’ky i.’aks on llio right liko b ittrav^a 

(.11 ih.' o lgo of llu- liliiiii- lioyoiiil thoso 

|I„.1I,, i. Iiigli, giroi-y |.hiu.aii ^lolling 111 blicikli 

IliU is lorl o( Soiiiai, anil is mliiilnln<r by the kanliir bbekaks, 

uiiji'li (lr.nili.<l l.v tlin l^■r^kns in llio lilani. Tins Ninial nMonda 

riglil up to the kihis .1 Ih, wmlh of J^ahmw. 

' .«anakhU J mite h‘fl. Cross two cauala. 
yaiilln. lavg.. Kur.1 villago. Ilpm .•ullivatcd buhls al mi id. 

Tlliee villnges ehwe together, alMit 2^; uutes right, UlUitl Aula- 
iHiili. 

Askeralxnl :i miles left. „ , . - i, i..r» ,,.uh 

lliljli Iilaluaii of niiiiidud (:ms.sy blils, ualM .hrgi II.. on lift, I'lth 
here ni»l there roeky krnnt/.es. 

Shumimal«it 1 mile right. „ „ 

hiv stri'am and Klmnnyn g miles left m small vallej. 

KarneuMilvit i mile right j larg^-walhd 
of Ar-'i D. desci-ml to rojul on left. Kojnl now jmsws ,‘^“1^ 
iH-tweeu 4 'hffs of Argi I). on left, ami marshy Hwum|j on right to 
lnk»* slu.re, w-hii'h here .ipor«Ku h«*s roinl. 

yS?:? j ...ito wi. * n.nu 

light. Stimll |S'iiiii'Ula of hllU deseend.s to rtxiil from .\rgi D. 

Inimnkuiii'i mi'lu,s'lufl iiiidur ulirfs .\rgi H. finard-liuusii 
.\I1 Ills'll Viilluv from wu.st.iiiirtli-ivusl, giHid .■iiltivation. Kiaris and 
llainiiiainliir 11 iiiih-s left ii|i tins valluy, witli largu gnriluns, Ik'Iow 
a small uiillh'al bill ill valluy. 

.luls.lkuiiili 1 iiiilu liglil froissilry rivur Iwd. 

(;iiaril.li..ii.-u on rliilil- 1-11™ a llaHiliini uultivalud. 

‘ Kaliingi. larg.. Kin-.l vlllagu iiilli largu ganlulis iii.d vniuvariK 
i riossii sliuiini from lufl 1 road intssr-s llironglr vnii'yards Is'low 
I oust slo|s- of a l•llrioll« long niair-l«uku<l rimk. .Omss slrunin 

I llavl'hi'r.Jaigu liuli .\s,vriaii villagr.. orultanN, vinuynrds. Alu. 

.luiiiubilrid, larg.' Kind'villiigo. riuli oruliatrls, &u. I rom lorvulan 
i ti siiorlur lliu'k bv .Mikan goes round slojais of .kglnalr H. U 

Srlliias -.•III.- ... slu.ll.-. bill Ira. k Is In. an.l loligli, am 

.•o.iinrv ins-ud Ilir.ii.gl. is iiiliabii.-.l by hln-kaka. iviili .1 b.ul 
ulmnu luA V .-liaiii of l.ills runs ivusl b. oasl liuio. .tgliviiii D. 
l.-iiiL- a , oi.si.i.'iioiis iii-.ik. Sovoial small stmiiiis from tins i-lmiii. 
tbs-b l.i, a largo Kiir.l . illagu ivilli slragglnig farms mid or.-lniids. 
jiml a l.iriu .■.iriivai|s.-l-al. l-'ioiii liuru niid lliriis lufl ii|i a 
Iinl. r. .i.ii-.-. 'Vliiuli it fodoivs np 10 o'ur a loir sinlillu in llm 
tieiluch It. nujge. nwi! isis-sjihh* for ulireLs, lint rather rough m 
as l-iiig light soil is fn-pienily washed away Iw nim.s. 

Ikiiu miles light tnulei ilediieh |t. |j»ke sluin* her** linns I'.i.Ht, 
iuid i* iiUmi 2 miles right. 

■l-oo of 1..-S ami giiard-boi.... i-asy slof.- du-.vll.ls, s ig itly ragragli g. 
10 a -.im.ll 01 on valluy «ill. dry i.u-r l.-d from tgliv.iii II. 1. mllus 
sii.'li-siv, .1. 'riiuio is a gnalil-lio'lsu on rivur lank, mill a aluufi 
‘ , ja”g\ hill on thr side of \nlley. 

|ssi-.i. » laige Kmd village | mih- h ft np t ns valley. 

... Kind vlllagu. J mil- l-il 11. a small valluy u.ir.om.d.sl y 

1 t.i. ky tiags. tm right .iie umlnlatmg sIo|k's. rising gradiially 
|m i osliieh I* 

limml-la.iiM* Valley ois-n** out to Sdimts I lam. 

.\ghriera. a walled Nilhige t mile, tight on shon* ot hike wlm-h 
here Is-mls west, having iomule«l n pnuiioiitorv f«umed liv the 
miissSid Cediieli U. !Jo.id lum^ left along foot of riK'ky ewg. 

I Kiiali. a sl.Ls.p farm village, I mile right, m Hal gms.sy plain. 

' Kluiiinki i mile right, under ro.-ky nnicrop III plain. 

Meouas. J mile right on a stremn W.twis*n two roek «ml*ro|>-. 

! Ihsid turns left round mulh end of «nig on left, t-roj-s small 
sluggish sluMiu fiom left coming down n valley from Aghvun 1>. 

I Tliiwr tK.) li miles Mi up this \ajlev »m*!er a crag, 
i AHaUit. new wall.Hl vil'age i mile hui. Iwo erags on h*fi. om? 
huge one right, with S.ivNiniau ltt>*reliei.s. 
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Miles. Miles, j 


Description. 


Dirishki 

ll.iftowan 
Kho.sravii .. --j 

Kuluia Shelir, Dillimim, 

TO. 


Sheyidan 
Moavanjuk .. 
Herkeshli, Saramorgi, 
Viinlan 


(diichek 

Re.Hhgiron, Oengojl 
llodar. Rske Hodar 


•• I 


2 65 

2 } . C7i 


• i 4 


\1mali Ilindovan 


li.xad is i.oiv in llio auliial Salmas Plain, n Hat- imirsliy plain snuli) d 
“ 10 niilus ividu to 30 ...ilus long, ivull watur,^ by sluggish 
sirivinis from siirroimding l.ills, a.,.1 ivl.uru 'I 

vury fortilo. Ximiurnn.. largu null prosixiroiis villages d. tod 
al.iiil, vinuvards an.l ,.r.liar<ls ,.ml liws plauturl "'''"b f 
Salm s is ill.- 111 . 1 . 11 - ..f 11 .lisll-ii-t. Uoad a.-ros,. ilmtsliy pla n 
cossus suvui-al small singgisli sln-aii.s fr.in. 'vliml.l oiv 0 
main Zola l liai 3 lililus riglit. M-vurul villagus along banks ol 

DWsl'kiVlargu straggling vlllagu, somu .lls) lionws. 

wiilliHl gni-duiisaiiila.-rossliulilsanduiillivatioii. .Many irrigation 

ll.'iftoivnm largu str.iggling vlllagu. Villagus bun- adjoin 011.1 

Kbosnlva'! Uirg- rii-li .tssyrinn vlllagu^ Ksiablisliiiiuiit of l-'ri-iit-li 

laiMirisl Knibi-rs and l-'n-m-li - Stunrs." . 

Kniina SlH-lir-i-Saliiliis. llii- nm-.unl uity, is soiiio -1 ii.ilus »usl-s«ulh- 
, vvusi of Kliosniva. and is 1 . dirty, ivall.-d tuivn, '“““‘'X 
' a n-iiln- for i-alllu and sliw-). inidu. Dilliinaii, tliu rapilal of tb. 

I disfrii-t, also a dirtv. vvnll.-d (riiinud iiiiidl ulty, and suat of 
Oovurnor ...idui- l-riimia, is 3^ ...ilus norlli.^sl. ' »» ■' '“W 
' bmiar lairgu .lorus of fissl sliould Ixi olilaiimblu at balmas, as 
it is a riuli ngriciilliinil distri.-l. Hoad fnmi Miosmvn acniss 
uiiliivatud liulds. Un)s,s largu i-iiiial by a mill. 

1 mn.- U-ft a s,rm....-fi„n. 

Crll' 1 . sm-a.i. fion. lufl, .tyaii 1 mil.- oil lufl, wl.i-n- pbin unds and 
niidnlatlng slma-s ris.- to .lorlli-ivust. Cross stn-a... fro... lufl. 
HheVKhiti mih^s left: edge of liilK L'..r I v5tu,.... 

(.'roj.'. bnrer ?.ti^*Jim ftom north, .Moiivanjul;, hirge Kuril Mihii,*. 
llerkeshU d milef right, mider Miuill Inll.K-h. Koiid now hdlows up 
smnll Hut vnllev. n hnimh of Aihims Plum. Minnnergi. lijr^e 
Vrmen'oii villuge. Vurdun 1 mile left, m n yiilley fiom left, 
iiilb- oil left shIoik* up to lurge inn^Mfs of Cholwn 1). and . iimvn . 
Chiehek 2i iiiileK right, under MuulUnllock. 

Iknwu IS iuiles right, under »«iimn hillock. 

Houhgiron 2 iiiileT., (iengeji U imle.-^. up u viillcy on left. t,r<Kv 
simill Mauim from right. ii ut.,,-i ...ih, 

Cross main Mri«m in valley. lh*.*p vnl ey i ^ 

UP this vnllev. foke lloilur I milo up this vallej ; a riinii*d 
village with an inte.resling rock eitadel and caverns on a lug entg. 

(Jiimluet-tj miles left, up same valley. rr.K.s 

M»r 11 mile.-, right, ..u edge of small hill. Valley elose.n m. t nev* 
a large hranch of slr.'am which coim's down from a d.u'p >niley 

or rocky gorge from west. . 

Shorik 1 mile right, undei siimll hill. A^eud a spur. 
ri'lKUi. Miuill llegziude Kmd village. Ihere is a muh Imik ou r 
the hills fromrrlKin to Z.>ri which -civ.-s some 
is pIommI in winter, f'r.w-* « i;mall valle> from m i li. 

FoPow tip., small valley over an uudiihiting gmssy snldle. 
•h-scend into .1 Mdley from west winding along ho s o »• 

Keupilati. .siiuill Kui'*l vilkige, (.ro.s.s « ry ri\er lei . o • 
valley. Valley ..p.-us out to a small Hal twsm. 

Zt'ira, small village, ^ mile right. , e u ... 

tihuiiiiki, 3 Iiiili-S nil ii '.mill val uy lo iiglib .'In-am f.ill.ins on 

inirth-eosi into Khol I’hiin, r«Kul luniH iMkrili. ,, ,hI, 

Yesuiikait. largi* Kuid village hy s.»me springs. lh«d luiiis uoitii- 
>^st. crofvM-.s a Mimll saddle hit., a amidl viilley where iwo stn-miis 
meet, fr.>m wist. Tolh.w north-we.,! up a small ravine over a 
Hioet) spur fmm Kurjl Ik on left. ^ Uoad zigv-ags. , 

Tonofsirtir I)e.sceiiiisteepsh)|s*: winding track ov.Throkeii slag uiU* 

™lluv of Kiitilr I•l.ai, In-n- a swift slruam 2» ymds widuand 3 fuu 

d.-um fold liior ulosi- to a mill. I nii-k lii-ro ... ijn- nuiiii road 

Kboi to Van vii-i Koliir. KolnrClaii yall.-y vury rongn iluup gorgu. 
Till- road was foniially madu iirimlK-alilu fwr wliuuls, bill i Him 
Iasi lima-yuars owing b. fronlior Iroiiblos liaalaa-n iniiw-d, and 
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m^rTufle^destroy^'j 'l^^ .storms, and in several plao 

is imiwsUlkle even fi*r mules, which have to I*** iiuui-liandled 
n.iim kmhiers uud h-dges of rmik. U would te.pme a lot of 
repairing to Is? made practh-ahle. (1 hml muh*s fall mio the 

river from the r.Kid oil Ihrx-e oycasi.uiM 

Sni-am and valley j-un from right. I p thu valley bp \lmah, 
7 miles, Iliiidovati. 9 mih*s. Itolh Kurd. 


[1580] 
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Place. Milo-H. 

KlLaiUlich ■■ -'j ** 

Klmn •• •• •• 

KnraKCHl su .. .. 3^ 



Mile.s Description. 


Kliailalirli. mined village \ mile right. Two corrie« on loft. 
Uroken rorkv liill-n each side, road had; small valley •'» left. 
Kstoran 1 mil*- U-fl. high up on hill top. Enter small gorge, road 
round ro 4 *kv l«*dg**. 

.‘^mnll (*iH-n llitt nilli intfli of i-ulrivation. and a ruined Khan besido 
some .sulphur springs. Corrie on left. 

Stiinll stM'jiiii in gorg*-, Knrageiil Sn joins from we-st-south-west. 
Small wooden f*M.t*l)ridge over river. ('orrie.s right .and h-ft. 
Head l)ett*T, hul .sleep rockv s1ojh‘.s each side of river. Hound u 
spur of puiple and y*dlow riwk. Small corrie left. Kew cypress 
lr*-*-.s tm shijx-.s. and .sulphur deu>sits here and there. Thr*>ugli a 
imirow gorg*' with nipids, Koad very lad, iinile.s have to 1 » 
ijnhmd.-<l and mandwiull.-d. Precipice.s on right, and high crags 
on left. (’*)iTie on right. Hoad in river Ijed round a Imuhler (lad, 
im|«.ssnbh-. if much wnt<-r). Corries left and right. Uuined 
bridge. .\nollnT Ind litlge; mule.s have to lx: unloaded and 
mnnduindhsl .«omi- l.'iti yards. High crags lx>th side.s. ruined 
ensth- on right. 

Uuim-d Khan, on Mimll Hat Valley owits hills le.ss rcs.'ky and 
h»w*T (or miher tlu* river aiwl r*ad liave ascended higher). 
Hrok*-n goiges to right and left. 'I hrough .small rocky gorge, 
then ojs-n.s out. .\nother small g*>rge and rapids. Opem* out. 
SmnU valley from right. Hills iip]K-ur rounder, lower. gra.s,sy. 
(tl>en iMsiii, vallev from right. Kukurl i mile right, with cuUiva- 
ti«*n. Small va’lh-y from left. Small valley right and left. Small 
valley right. 

104 H|h*u vnllev or l«sin left. Zeri |f mile left in this lasm. hmall 
val!*-v right. Valley now more oiM>n, and track good, though 
hen-nml tln-r*! om- l.s obllgisl to *t*>jw the river, which is easily 
f**r*labl*-. U-ing h«-r*- In a wide shallow l)od, with gravel Iwltom. 
tirawv undulating hills each side, with |)atche.sof cultivalioo here 
and then- in .suital)!** place.s. I’abdie.s of brushwood in river U>d. 
Small vallevs fre«|m‘ni!v join from left and right. 

107 Mahim-, tw.-iity Kurd hnis on left, some mar.shy flats. Cro.ss riv*.r, 
vallev from b-fl H|H‘n llul cultivation. 

1 (W| Halash’i .Vslmgi.lueiiiy Kunl huts, valley fr*uu right. Kelt I miles 
up this vallev. ... 

.. Valley from nnrlh-norlh-we.st. Haba.shi Yokan | mile right in 
' this vallev. Ilivt-r luriis left through a .short narrow prge: r*»ad 
I fn-ipu-ntly orass^-s river. Valley opeiw out again, hills on i-ach 
.Hide geiitlv undnlaliug. 

113 Kot iir.MiiairKunl vilhigo with ruins of u mud fort, seal of a Persian 
Kaimnkam. ttjien flat c*mnlry. ciiltivabMl. 

.. large stream jtdiis from .south. Oiwara i.s 3 miles down this .stream. 
'lirsowH miles, mid Oirnowik is 6 ^ miles. Valley closes hi 
somewliat. Two small villages left. Stream in gorge from right. 
I Valley opens. 

U 7 i ' Valley from left, Kazi, thirty Kurd huts and a detachment <)f one 
1 *'om|nnv *)f Turkisli infantiy { mih? left in this valley. This is 
the Tiirlm-Persian fixmtier Patclu-s of cultivation in valley. 

.. I Valh-v fr.mi right. Belijik, Kurd village 3 iiiiliu high up this valley. 
' Vallev from h-ft. . 

l' 2 l .'^Iiuill vallev right track turns up lids valley. Main valley of Kntur 
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I’liai I•*^nlinut■s eu't 

llntoki and K.-vlik on s*.mh .-htjs-s of Kutur (lhai \alley 1 mile 
and 25 mih-s further *»n. Valh-y *»is>n.s *>ut l*i a shallow Uisin. 

Yaman Y««ml.thirty .Milan Kurd huts, on right Y*»us.iuf Aga. I’ross 
small low saddle. 

Small mar>bv swamp ou left “ Kaz (b-ul." Country now a high flat 
plateau wUh low mululating hills: im left are large Hat swamps 
iiii right an- hiw lulls rising gradually higher. Cnw-j* .-a-veral 
small streams c«uiiiug fnmi hills *»n right Ui marsh on left. 

Ctov. jlftt m:u>hv vallev from big hill ou right, .Shambkhana 
7 i niib‘.s right al ftsU of this hill. Cross .small streamsfrom right. 

Kngiii/. 25 mih‘.s right. 

(lurgon I miles light. t-i^>s.s small saddle and enter Serai Plain; 
flat i«sin surn>unded bv low gniiwy bills. 

Svrai. chief village «»f Caz.t. witli a Kainmkuiu T.O. llairacka, 
lieadopurieis *»f i*m- latlalioii id iidantry, with iletaclimeuls 
iK.stiHl along fnmtliT. S-mi, u ramshackh- small Ass^vrlan niml 
villag*-. liiit houm-s, small Uvzaar. customs {X)st. certain umouiit 
of in ci*rn fr-uu rich agric-ullural (dains in locality, also 

trade in sheep with Asthirel Kunls. Sv-rai is in a rich, flat plain, 
surronn-KsI bv low grassy hills. 

Asluii 7 miles left at .-nd of plain. Koad to \nii din-i t goes wi-jt 
down plain, following a stream to laike Arcliag. Uimd to .Mukuri 
and ’hikuri ctmnlry rtmiid K.irasu, traverses plain north. 
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Tarkaue, Yengbiz, Sbeyd 


Bazara, BogbaakeaBeo 


Kalejik 

Yarimkaya, Raosban 


Uahmiii, Pirmohmed 


,, .. Krapsorik, small village miles right, ^ , », • 

,, .. Mehmedalan, village of Azizkliau, Aga of Mukuri, Major of Harnt- 

dieh, 7 miles left end of plain. TVack crosaw amaU saddle into 
an open plateau of higher level, low undulating hills S miles on 
right, and small hillocks on left; this plain Ls called ITashkameng 
Ploin. . , ^ 

S 189^ Gu/A-lderw, village of Aguide AghaTnkuri Hamldleh, 2J miles right. 
Very slight descent into marshy plain. 

,, .. Ouzerik, village of Sultan Boy Takuri, Major of Hamidieh; 4 1131166 

right umlor hill side, Small stream from left 
8 142| Small .stream from left Geridel J mile loft. Mnrshv plain on 

right with cultivation. liOw hills other side of plain, with si'veral 
.“mall valleys running down to marsh. 

.. .. Akhorik, village of Hussein Bey. chief of the 'rakurt HS.shin‘t, and 

(Jolonel of Hamidi**h. 4 miles right, on far side of plain. Cross 
small stream from left. . , j • 

.. Tarkhane and Yenghiz. in small valley other side of plain 2 and 8 
miles right, Sheyd Ali, in .-some hillocks 24 miles right Old 
cuneiform iiiNcrlptiona on some rocks. Plain closes in and 
desi-ends to a slightly lower level, 

146 Tashroomi, another village of HuMsehi lk*y, of Takuri: larg<! house 
and 80 hut-*. 

.. .. Chiboukli Ve/idi village. 4 miles left. Track crojwea stream, and 

going north rounds another large marshy plain. Small stream 
ami valley fnmi right 

24 1434 Pirmairam 1 mile right on hillock. Cross marshy strtjam from a 

valley on right. ^ . 

,, .. Patchoukli I miles up this valley. Track now tiims west, following 

north edge of marshy plain, (irassy undulating hills on right; 
cultivation where drained on left. 

.. .. Vallev from right, (iuelagui-ui 2 mili« up this valley. 

6 154i Newshehr, village of Ali Aglia. of .Mukuri; 150 liou.‘<es. 

,, .. Vall*?y joins from right. Iiaspin-sh I miles up this valley. 

.. .. Walljan. Yezidi village, 2 imhw left, other side of marshy plain. 

Plain or valley closes in. 

44 159 SeidiU-g ^ mile left. High conical iieak of Ko<jrakhial D. 3 mili-s 

left other side ol valley. Wind round a small hor.-«-8h<»e valley 
on right 

,, ,, Valley from right. Derjinmet 4 mile right; 30 huts Deniamet 

Yokari 2 miles, tJanisarik I mOt-s right up this valley. All Yezidi. 

2 161 Uajiali. Yezidi; HI huts. Small stn-am right. 

14 1624 Cheeraidi. 20 Yezidi. 20 Shirili Kurd huts. Tiniar Agha ShlrlU 
Hamidieh lives hen*. .Marsh become.s a stream. Knter sluiUow 
valley. Enter small own basin and marsh. Isa Boy Dagli on 
44 167 right Small open valley or basin from left. In it are Shem« 
(M-ddin, 80 lints of .\rmeuian Yezidis ond Milan Kurds. 4 mile left. 

,. ., llazara 1 mile left Bogha-skosaen 3 miles left. Marsh ends, 

stn-am recommences. 

,. ,. Kalejik. Yezidi, 4 mile left 

14 168J Valley from right. Yarimkaya, Yezidi. \ mile right, in valley. 

Kao.-'hnn 1^ miles right, in valley. Pord .“tream; good gravel 
bottom. 15 yards wide, 2 feot deep. 

2 1704 VnU**v left from Akta Dngh. Agficliei-lmi 1 mile up this valley, 

Assyrian, 10 lints. Track now It-aves Kara-su or Marmid Clial. 
and'ascemls sloix-s of Akhta I). A vallev joins from right, 1 mile 
.. .. up, which i.H Chemakh, Armenian. Track over nndulatmg slope**, 

crtM*ses txvo small valleys from left 

3 173i Daghverau (K), 4 mile left, in a hollow on hill side. Descend inb» 

I a small oiien lasin Ixlow high jx-ak of Akta I). 

4 1774 Kalimiii (K). sixty huU. Pirmeluuetl (K) mih-s right in basin. 

1 Ishmael Aglia «)f tin- Shevili livi-s at Kahmin. Track cnuisea a 
1 spur, then a small (h-ep valh-y and stet^* asc*-nt over u saddle, 

' here joins the main nmtl fnim Konlzot to Van. via Archag. 

' T**legrai>li line. 

2 1794 Top of Akriia D. (J*-dik gradual duacent down a grassy spur to bake 

> .\rchag. 

4 1834 Karakunduz, large Armenian village in iiiarehpr i>laiii ou shoree of 

S Luke An'liiig. Good cultivation; many irrigation and drainage 
I canals. Truck wimls aiwut cultivatiou uud marsbos. 

4 1874 * Cross two marshy streams. Archag, larg«* Armenian villngu; mat 

I of a Mudir of Archag Kaza, T.O. Arcliag to Van, same as 
I ' nmu* 90. 

1 174 205 ' Van Oarden.s. 
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India Offira to Fortujn Offico.—Oitctivtd May 4.) 

India OfHce, Man 2, laOtl 

„F any ,Kii.nj> rnlatin!? tn „ ,i,rf:,lma . Gnvcrninent. provided tlie 

rennrt innv l>e RXliedited is inclosed.® 

' ■ I am. ®e- ..... 

(Sionnl) Cnl.IN (i. CA.MPBtLU 


[153321 ’'*^' 

India Offirr la Fori iijn Offin — (lieceiveil May 4.) 

•I IIK l'n.ler-S.-crelary of State for linlin |.rcseni 8 his comitlinnaits to tlio l'ndoi- 
Seere 'I v of tat, for I'neitt,, .tnairs, and. by -lirection of Mr. Secretary Morley. 
'forH-ards henavilh for tin' inforiaation of the .Secretary of State, I'opy of a telcgCTni 
l.Hh! Vito;. ,lai.!.rtln. 3 ..th April, ntlativ.. to the nse of tlf Gerntan llatt by nattve 
dhow.s In the IVisinn Golf. 

India Dtiicn, May 2, ItttlA 


, Inidosnre in No. 13H. 

Mr. .Marini to (iomniiinil of India, 

. 1 ■ , |. lodia Officr, Ayril 30, 1903. 

‘'"'‘;^!th:ii,.r'r.,n. Ib.sident, l-e..ian Gnlf, .oraar.h..l ai.b 

K. l.niai v froio Si’erelary in l■'or,■i!'n Departnient. l.inmih ilh.nvs lly im; l.otnun 

II imini'i val ... Itnrean shows that papeis, have not been 

I!.3an;,.wi,h .trtieh. 11 ..f General Aet. Ilis ^ a^sty's 

1 ., I.,in.' itialler to nolie.' of G,-rnian Govi'tiiinenl. ’ a , . 

e. rlifv Gial in waters in .itn'stion no nnaidhorized liritish lla;; is hemp; nseil. 
wdl lie pia.'lieahle. li.'por; on this point shonhl he .'xpedited. 


[16376 

.Mr. Murlinij to !Sir Edward (irrij.—(Itecrineit .May 4.) 

eeI •. 1 f Tehran, May 4, ItlOS. 

" '^Mll'.ri'Al! Y Attaches in I'ersia. Your lelegrain No. 9l> ol the 29th April, l'J(J,S. 

I ,lo not see how I'ither of the .Military Attacluis at leliraii an,I .Mesficl con d do 
tlm work of IhjIIi posts. 'I'lieir iliitios are .pnte disliucl ; the [nraiaf praaicullj 
tehisivcly la'cnphsl with Uussian Ueutnil Asian affairs, while the hittei a .lulito are 
g,.nerally \hoae of a Militiirj' Attache at any .itlier iiost, but here uiniiilj ob.atuiug 

iiiforinaiion of resonrees, topography, &e. . ■ 11 'I'l.... ..... 

The inainteiiauee of the post lioi-e is, in iiiy opiuioii, most desirable. 1 here art 
many .luestious on which the Military Atuichd is able, m a country like Icism, to 


Mr, O’Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 4.) 

(No. 210.) 

gji, St. Petershurgh, April 30, 1908. 

’ WITH reference to my despaU-h No. 205 of the 23rd instant, I have the honour to 
report that a punitive expedition has licen dispatched U, the Dyinaiisky Post on the 
Ilnsso-Pei-sian frontier to operate against the Pei-siaii Chieftain Khan Knli Khan. 

The expedition, wliich left Tiflia on the 28th instant, is composed of one battalion 
ef rilles, one section of (piick-liring mountain artillery, and one sotnia of Cossack.s. ft 
is anticipated that it cannot reach its destination before the 5th May. 

TheNovoe Vreniya ” remarks that the delay in dispatching this expedition is one 
more Instance of the dil.atory and inefficient manner in which the ailmiiiistratioii of the 
Caucasus is conducted. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HUGH O’BEIRNE. 
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cive valuable advice, without which few civilims could form a iimt 
& is moreover, 4o other member of the Legation who 

flAtacheci from Tehran Also, the Military Attach^ is in charge of the Mmister s escort, 
Sd i^the oSy orcompetent to deal with questions connected with civihan Consuls 

guards^^t should he some Anglo-Indian element in the Legation is, l am strong 
nf oninion indispensable, as it tends to save direct consultation with the Tndian Govern- 
tta ami i S tfc‘no one is better able than an official enjoying the semi- 

independent position of Military Attach6 to represent this element. . j 

^ feel that the efficiency of the Mission would be verj' seriously affected bt the 
ivlifion of Idle post and much work, which would be more easily and efficiently 
ito/l ... fi«“ oEr, wo.,W 1.0 U.i».v„ oi. the sfil. The po.it.o.. oP *e 
?ecation would moreover, be inferior to that of other Legations; the Cossaeh biigade 
supply the Russians with information, the Germans have a military officer attached, and 
tlierc is ti Turkish ^liliUiry Attflcli6. 


[15378] No. no. 

Mr. Marliny to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received .May -I.) 

^^^’^1 • 1 V Tehran, May 4, 1908. 

*' 'exchange of telegraphs. Your telegram No 89 of the 28th April, 

His Majesty’s Consuls at Meshed and Seistan know of no regulation prohi iiting 
Russians from Lading British messages, and according to Russian Minister 
none Ho further states tliat on other lines all messages are accepted by Russim 
siiniallers. On the Meshed-Seistan line, however, Russian signalled appear hitherto to 
hiLe rarely transmitted British messages, and then rather as a favour; thoj could 
presumably decline in practice in the absence of any special arrangement. 


Foreiyn Office to Messrs. lillinijer and Co. 

p , Foreign Office, May -I, 1908. 

nt“i’dir<‘eted by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of 
vour letter of the 9tli ultimo, inquiring whether there is any objection to your 
Lbmittim' to the inspection of .Ife.ssrs. Andrew Weir and Co. the letter from this 
UTice of the 18th .laiiuary last relative to your proposal to form a Lompany for tin 
purpose of buving from the Muin-ut-Tujjar the red oxide on the Island ol llorimu. 

r am to infiLn you, in reply, that Sir E. Grey has no objection to your perinittiug 
Me.ssrs Weir to .see the letter iu question, subject to the condition that the lulormation 
so conveved to them is treated by them as strictly eonlhlential 

* J. Am I cu(*« 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLlv 1. 


[15480^ 


Mr. S'arliny to Sir lidward Grey.—(Received May 5.) 

., Tehran, .May 5, 1908. 


1 1 . Tehran, May b,im. 

(TehiS'raulne.) 1. 

rCT\BLISIlMENT of German Bank. , .1 

1 " have been informed by the German Minister that it is hoped that the German 
Bank will be able to secure the services of Mr. Rabiuo, ns it would be useless to open 
without them. 









[14198] 
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Foreign Office to Messrs. Ellinger and Co. 

Gentlemen, Foreign Office, May 5, 1908. 

f A.\I ilii'eeted by St^erntary Sir Edward Grt^y to aebuowled^e the reeeipt of your 
letter of the 2'lth ultimo, relative to your proposals for the formation of a Company 
to work Muin-ut-Tiijjar's Coneesaions for the extraction of oxide from mines on the 
islanil of Iformuz, 

I am to inform you in reply that a copy of your leth'r will he forwarded to 
His Ifajnsty’s Charsd d’.VIVaii'ea at Tehran for his information and guidance. 

I am, &e. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


Mr. Preere In Foreign Office.—(Received May 0.) 

^*r, 1, nt. Jawrs' Piace, London, May 5, 1998. 

1 ll.AVIi (lie honour to iMiknowledge the receipt of your de.spatcli of the 23rd April 
with refereiiei^ to the oil wells at Kasr-i^.'Shirin. 

I am instnieted by tin' Oil .Syndicate to thank you for the .same, and also Ca|)tain 
riaworth for the intere.st shown in their concerns. Eorthe moment it is not considered 
advisjible to take any action, but if oil is found in the south-west, and ;i Company 's 
formed to work it, these wells will havtt their attention. 

1 have, &C. 

(Signed) J. N. WlliEOE. 


Sir Edward Orey to Mr. Marlina.* 

(No. 79.) 

"if. Foreign 0//iee, May 0, 1908. 

I TR.VNS.MIT to yon herewith copy of a letter from ilr. .1. I). Uees, M.l'., in 
ti hieh js itieloscd a .Afttmorandum containing tterlain suggestions as to the steps which 
should hi' taken to inake use of the facilities allorded by the AngUi-llussian .Agreement 
reseceting I’ersia for the adviincement of liritish interests in tlie southern part of that 
cimiitry. together with copy of the reply which has been ri'Uirned to that eommuni- 
eaiion.+ 

1 should he glad to receire any observations which ..ay have to olfer on the 

so.-gesiIons made liy .Mr. Itees. 

1 am, ike. 

(sSigned) K. tlKLV. 


Foreign Office la Mr. .1. I). Rees, .M.P. 

(Cotifldetilial.) 

St'A Foreign Office, May 8 , 1908. 

1 AM directed by Secretary Sir Kdward Grey to lutknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 11 th ultimo, in which you forward a .Menioraiidum contjtiuing certain 
suggestions as to the steps which should be taken to make use of the facilities afforded 
by the .^iglo-Russian Agreement respeeting I’ersia for (he lulvnncemcnt of British 
interests in the southern part of that country. 

In rejtly, T am to convey to you Sir E. Grey's thanks for your cotnmunication, 
and to inform you that the ([uestions raised in it, as .veil as other cognate mattcr.i, 
have lu'en and still are under the eonsideration of His Majesty’s Government. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


* Alito to luilU OlBco, mufotu mvfamliji 


t See Nos. 7U and M6. 
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[15748] 


No. 1-17. 


(No. 77.) 
(Telegraphic.) 
PERSIA. 


Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Orey.—(Received May 7.) 

P. S(. Pelersburgh, May 1, 1908. 


[ am informed by AI. Isvolsky that ho Iia.s received news of a disquieting nature 
from Persia, where some kind of anti-Dynastic outbreak was expected to occur to-day. 
The late Ministry had not been replaced. It was reported that Prince Pirman Pinna 
was aiming at establishing Prince Nasar-ed-Bin ou the Throne of Persia, while the 
Mullahs at lirhcla and Bagdad were proiiching against the present Shah. 


15747] Its- 

Mr. G. Ilarcitig to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received .May 7.) 

(No. 100.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, May 7, 1908. 

Pt ILL( lAVlNO from Mr. Wratislaw, linnuia. No. 30 of yesterday’s date ;— 

“ Por lilt! moment the country is relatively quiet. 

“ The Persian Minister (or Foreign Affairs has telegraphed to the Persian Com- 
inissioner the tenor of Tahir Pasha’s instnietions (see Mr. Barclay’s tolegrani to iiie of 
the 20th April), tind the Persian Commissioner is instructed to enter into negotiations 
ou the liasis of the neutral zone and the Treaty of Erzorouin, and to rejiort the resulUs 
of his action.” 


[14244] 


No. 149. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 

(.No. 122.) 

(Tclegrai)hie.) P. Foreign Office, .May 8 , 1908. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 105 of the Kith ultimo, and to deiipatch 
No. 198 of the 17th ultimo from Sir A Nicohson, on tho subject of the ICermanshah 
customs. 

in reply to the Memorandum from the Russian Govormnent of the 15th ultimo, 
you should inform M. Isvolsky that our Representative at Tehran has been instructed 
to arrange that the loans of the Imperial Bank of Persia, instead of being secured on 
the ICermanshah customs, should Ih" transferred to those of Bushire, and I hat in the 
event of this solution proving impos.sible of nttnininent, Mr. .Marling has been 
authorized to conclude an Agreement whereby the receipts from Kerinanshidi shall 
he divided between the two lianks, as was, I understand, suggested by the hTnancial 
.Agent in Persia of the Russian Govermnent. 

A'ou should further inform M. Isvolsky that the result of the efforts made by His 
.Maji'sty’s Charge d’.VIVaires has not yet been reported to me. 


[15748] No. 150. 

8 ir Edward Grey to Mr. .Marling. 

(No. 94.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, Mag 8 , 1998. 

POLITICAL situation. 

Mr. iJ'Beirne’s telegram No. 77 of the 7tli .May. 

Facts should be reported by you. 
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Foreiijn Office to Indio Office. 

Sir. Foreign Office, May 8, 1908. 

I AM directed hy .Secretary Sir Hdward Gnsy to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the .tOth ultimo, relative to the ap|>lication which, it is reixjited, will shortly 
he made, to the I’ersimi fioverumeiit on hehalf of Messi-s. Ilaji Ali .Vkhar and Son’s 
(l.imited), of .Manchester, for a Concession to extiaet rral oxide on the Island of Sirri 

\Vitli regard to the hast .sentenee of that letter, I am to state that Sir li. Grey is 
ol opinion that it would he de.sinvhle, before arriving at any deliuite conclusion as’ to 
the course to he followed iu the mattm-, to learn the views of thi: Governimmt of India 
on the question whether llis Majesty’s Government shmdd permit the assertion by the 
I’ersian Government of any ])rtdension to grant sneh a Concession to pass without a 
protest, and I .am aeeordingly to request that a telegraphic inquiry may be addressed 
to them in the sense suggested. 

I am also to rehw to the last paragraph of .Mr. Mallet’s letter of the 21st ultimo, 
and to state that Sir K. Grey would he glad to receive an expression of Seeratarv 
Viseount .Morhw’s opiidon as to the; .advisidiility of obtaining from the Company 
interested an mssuraiicc of the nature suggested hy llis Majesty’s Consul at Bushire. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


Mr. Marliiiij to Hir Kdooinl Greg.—(tlereiml May 9.) 

(No. 12lt) 

(Teh^graphie.) j’. Te/iran, .Uny 9, 1 DOS. 

y Ji.l''l'-\TIONS between the Shah and the Assembly. Sir A. Nicolson's telegram 

Till' Sbah’s nnpopnhirily has eertaiuly increased of laic, and a meetiug to discuss 
his deposition has been talked of among the Enjumens. The meeting did not take 
place, however, and then' has followml the usual reconciliation with tho Assembly. 

1 hi' .Ministers ha\a; now nUurneil to (dliee. 'riie as,sassinatiou of the Shah is 
always po.ssihle, hut I si'e no reason to appreheml any immediate danger. 

(Ite'iieated to India and f5t. I’etershurgh.) 


I'oreign Office to India Office. 

, Foreign Office, May 9, lOOS. 

I M diri eti'd by Si'eret.ary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receiirt of vour 
h'tliwor the 2nd insl inl relative to the use of the German liag by certain native 
boats in I III' I'ersian Gnlf. 

I am to iul'orm yon, iu reply, that Sir E. Grey coneurs in the view of Seeretnrv 
Viscount Morley, that it would he better to await the receipt of an assurance from 
llis Majesty's Consul-Ileneral at liusliire, that no unauthorized British Hags are llown 
by native craft in the Gnlf, hef.ire taking any action either at Brussels or Berlin. 

I am, s^e. 

(SignedI IV. LANGLEY. 


.Mr. Marhng to Hir lida-ard Greg.—[Frceired Mag 11.) 

Tehran, .i/iril1!)0S 

Wri'll reterenoe to my despatch No. 2(1 of the llth February,! have the honour 
to transmit hereuitli copies nl printed corrcspomlence in regard to the atlairs of the 
Oil Symlieate «ilh nhich 1 have been furidshed bv llis .Maje.stv's Consul-General at 
Bushire. 
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Amin-us-Sharich has been dismissed from the service of the Ispahan Consulate* 
General, ns he had in every way failed to give satisfaction to Mr. Barnham. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHAELES M. MARLING. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 151. 

Viee^Con.'.id Loriaier to Major Cox. 

(Confidential.) Ahwax, December 30, 1907. 

IN continuation of my telegram No. -12, of which 1 sent you a copy hv last |)ost, 
informing you of the pressure being put on Mr. Reynolds by his principals to adopt 

a conciliatory altitude towards the Khans, in jiartieular in regard to the question of 

demanding from them compensation for losses, I have now the honour to forward copies 
of a Memorandum addressed by the Syndicate Board to Mr. Reynolds on the same 
subject, and of a letter from the Khans which is attached to this Memorandum. 

2. Before proceeding further 1 would say that, owing to tho contimied slate of 

colla|)se of the telegraph line, my telegram No. 12 has not yet been disiiatehcd to 

'fohrnn, and that I would therefore suggest that you should telegraph such a message 
to llis Britannic Majesty’s Chargd d'Atlnires as that telegram and the present letter 
may render ndvi.sable in your opinion. 

3. With regard to the Syndicate’s Memorandum, which I have little he.sitaiion in 
attributing to the pen of Mr. Prcece, I quite appreciate the ausiety which it is only 
natural that the appearances ot the cireumstanees .should arouse in their minds, but with 
the opinion which I hare formed of the Klians’ character and my reading of present 
signs, 1 cannot concur in the estimate of the situation which they deduce from the 
diatribes of the Khans. 

On the other hand, in the further light of the letters which 1 have received from 
the Khans within the Inst month and a half, 1 strongly incline to the opinion that 
the position of the Oil Comiiany has never been more secure than it is at the [iresent 
moment, and with the steps which we are now on the eve of taking, 1 am hopeful 
that distuihing incidents liketho.se of the Batwand assault and the Bhardin ca-e will 
cease. 

t. ’fhe result of our dealings with the Khans during the past year has been to 
reduce them from a slate of bullying conlidencc to one of apprehensive respect, 'fhey 
have played everv c ird in the game of blu(l) blnekmnil, intimidation, complaint against 
myself, and linaily their last trump, renunciation of responsibility, and have seen us hold 
on unmoved ■, and they are now seekina to recover their false ste]), in employing their 
ultimate weapon without cfleci, and to bring things hack to the situation which preceded 
their roiip mamiue. As this suits our pin poses, I consider it our policy l-i make their retreat 
easy lor them, and I am acting on lids line. 

To alter our policy now to one of eoncession would, in my opinion, be the best way 
to restore I'onlidencc to the Khans, and that would oidy mean the renoival of their old 
exactions with the addition of a hundred new ones, and the employment of the methods 
ol Iasi winter and spring —robbery and disturbances—to lend force to their demands. 

6 . The Syndicate is also probably not aware of the slate of Me.ssrs. Lynch's affairs, 
which will continue to demand unrelaxed stringency on the part ol the Legation and 
myself as its representative, and which, as the Khans’ minds do imt work in watertight 
compartments, will continue to colour our general relations with them, and this will he 
the ease even w ere the Oil Syndicate to start a policy of invincible complaisance. Some 
ot the cllects ot this interdependence of dilfereni interests might perhaps be obviated by 
the Syndicate conducting their own negotiations, and if they are prepared to 
Uhderluke this they might de|mte Mr. I’rceco to come out here for the purpose. 

(i. I feel confident that ilie opinion expre-sed above will meet with the concurrence 
ol the Legatiim, and I have only written at this length in case it should he considered 
advisable to olfer the Syndicate any full cxiiosition of my views. 

7. It is to he kepi in mind that the .Memorandum deals only with the deduction of 
the compensation claims, from the Novemher instalment, and that the writer of it 
is apparently in ignorance of the Khans’ declaration of the l.'ith November, and of the 
suspension r,f the whole instalment, and still further of thcsuhdiicd manner in which this 
action has been received by the Khans. As regards the compensation, from the point 

ll.W)] 2 D 
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of view of immediate effect, tliere might not l)c much danger in maintaining silence on 
^e subject lor the lime being, so long as tlie Khans were not aware that it was an 
intentional or calculated silence on our part. From the point of view of ultimate effect, 
the longer the quc.stion ol recovery is postponed, the more difficult will the operation 
become. Nor, even the Syndicate consenting, could the eventual renunciation of elaima 
be regarded with favour, as such action would tend to compromise the force of our 
demamls niatle in si idlar cases in the future on behalf of Messrs. Lynch Brothers or 
ftiiy otlicr HritiHli inrcrc^ts. 

8 . For ihc reasons already Hlated in paragraj)!) G, I propose (o otter a tew conimenta 
tni minor points in the Syndicate’s Mernoraiidinn; curtness is to be atnibuted only to a 
uesire for brevity 

I lie leal Ntate ol mind and the eireclive intentions of tlie Khuns are not to be 
gathered Irom ibo lone of their letters, written violently with the deliberate design of 
jiroducing a parlirulnr impression. I admit that tlie instability of the Central Govern- 
incnt is an un.^atisfaelory factor, Imt I do not consider it dangerous. 

There isnotliing in the Agreement to show that tlie 2,000/ wjusin fact granted the 
Ahans tor tlie iHe of ilicir land. Remuneration for this was guaranteed in various 
oUier ways; and the Khans tliemselvcs have at no time put forward tliis argument. 
tvOneeH^lo^s would not he a matter of a few krans, 

1 lieie is no respnnsihle Chief amongst the Gakliliaris outside the ruling fainilies. 
I he uiiards at present are nominally supplied by, and under the control of, I he most 
infliientiat men III Ihe ilislricl. I thoroughly appreciate the desirability of work goiii'*’ 
on iiuietly, and eoneeivc that our present policy, however improbable it may seem'^from 
the remoiimess id London, is tiic best calcnlati’J to secure tliat end. 

I lie payment <d flic extra oOO/. is recommended, Init tlie provisional clauses ahicli 
io low beg the whoir i|iiestion. Who is going to guarantee any promise made by the 
Kliuii.s that they will supply udeitiiate guards, cv:c. 

I he siaienuMit Hint the sitimlion will he improved by the timling ot oil i.s a lailaey. 
In my opimon, e.xneily the reverse will he the case, more especially if it lias been preceded 
l)V a pcrioil of eoiieession-makiiig on our own part. 

\\ here (U'lmimlH cnntrnvy tn justice are inuile, con('c.ssiun or conciliation will never 
Kociirc saiisjactnin or giutilmlo, ami will only act aa an incitement to constant ami 
piogres-ivc blacKinailmo. 


if. As the Meiiioramlnin recognizes that the Khans’ letter i.s a tissue of lies it is 
nniiercKsary to iliscnss the diibions eonipliments paid to Mr I’recee, or the invective 
against niy own manner and language, while the elahnrate misstatemenl.H it contains 
can he ,|udged in llie light <d'the I'act.s, which arc mostly piildic pnipcrlr. 'I'here is one 
tcaline ahont tins Idler, however, to which I think it proper to call atteiilion. and 
tlial I.s Ihe iileniny il (he iiddre.s.see, winch is eoncealeil under the sivie of a “ I’ersiiin 
Incnd. 


who he is, hni jt is siilficient here 


Ifii my gdieral knowledge. 1 have little doidit a 
to examine the intenial eridenee. 

I appears rrom Ihe Klniiis’ leller ih .l he is a man whnse |■|•iend.slli|l they have 
en,|n.ve.l lor some lime; thal lie is aeipniiiiled wil’-. the eoidideiitiiil alliiirs of the 
^Uidieaic an,I M.ssis l.ym-li llrolhers, and ilial he was, ami piohahiv is, allaelied to a 
Miy, ( ,.nsnh.lc,aml litn.lh Ihal he was with Mr. IWe when the Agreement with 
Ittc Miji ^ v\uH iliawn up with the Svitilicaic (u! Slialatmir). 

lies ei," dll.' be one person, I lie Amiii-iis-Sheriali, who has for years held the 
po.silion ol (oiihdential Agent or Advisor in (he Ispahan ('iinsiilate-Ceiieral. This man 
was a iiiotege ol .Mr. I’rceee's, hut lias failed tn give sati.sfaelioii to .Mr. Uarnham 

loTl'ie latter ‘■“feeing 

.My ohjeel in writing mi the subject is to call attention to what appears to me 
he Ingyij leprelieiisihlc conduct ol tins man, a (loveriimciit servant, in eatablisliing 
himself as an independent and secret iiitorniediary between the Symlieate and the 
Mian Ills eorreel action nnd. r the eireiimstanees, which is reeoguized oven hv the 
khans, tt.IS to lay the mailer helore his ollieial superior, with whom all furllier action 
should have ryted. hat he did do so appears ineoiiceivable, as in that ease I should 
have lie.m iidormeil l,y llis .Majesty's Consul-General, and Ihe Khans’ letter, had it 
rr 111 hid the 'iidieatc at all, would have done so through ollieial chaimcls. Hm ihc 
hinmc in the matter appears to me to extend beyond tills iiniii and attach also to tlie 
rceipieiits id the letter, who have suppressed the identity of its transmitter, and who for 

the mmrmcdiunl; otherwise, through 


10. Assuming that no hint of this correspondence was made to His Britannic 
Majesty^s Consul-General at Ispahan, I would suggest that he might be consulted as 
to wliether he could obtain a direct admiSsSion from the Amin-us-Sheriah of his liaving 
been a party to it. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 1.54. 

Mr ../. Jenkins to Mr. G. Retmold.i. 

(Private.) if, draeechurch S/reW, IjOndon, Decemher G, 1007. 

I IIAVF been reque.slcil to band you the inclosed translation of a letter from the 
Hnkbliari Kliaus to a Persian friend ; also n Memorandum dealing with this letter. 
Kind regards. 


* inclosure 3 in No. 154. 

Mvmoinnduni addressed by ihe Coacmioas Syndkaie to Mr. G. Reynolds. 

'I'llK inclo.scd traiislatiim of a letter from the Bakhtiari Chiefs, which tins been sent 
to .Mr. Preece, is forwarded to Mr. Reynolds for his information. It is suggested timt 
Mr. Reynolds should sliow to CapUiin Lorimer not only the iiiclosure, but also this 
communication. 

It is evidcni from the tone of this letter that the Ihiklitiaris are in a very great 
stale of tension, and are but seeking for a pretcxi to niiairel. Taking into consideration 
the pre.sent slate of affairs in Persia, the .ShnIPs Governmcnl changing every few days, 
tlieir orders not even ninning in Tehran, the general .state oi unrest tliroughout tlie 
coumry, the l.egatioii ivith no great faith in the future and viith hut little power to help 
us, allhougl) ne are backed up to the utmost by the V'mvign Otllcu, tlie Baklitiari 
Chiefs have evidently our beards in their Imiids, and if they arc not made contented, tlie 
work must pertorce stop. 

Tiieir Ciuuplaints are iiolhing but a tissue of lie.'^—not one can hold water really—but 
il must he rumemhered tlial when il was arranged to pay iliem 2,000/. per annum, il was 
done as inneh for permission to use their ground as for guards. To us at the present 
time it is of paramount importance tlial the work should go on quietly and systematically 
at Maiduii-i-Naptun; such enormous interests are involved that it Is not wortli onr while 
to saerifu-e them for the sake of a few krans. Without wishing in any way to throw over 
Captain Loriiiiei, who is or was ready to fight the Chiefs lo a linish, we think il desirous 
tiittt the next instalment slnmld he paid to tlie Chiefs without any deduction whatever, 
keeping tlie (lucstiou ot deduction for robbery open for future .settlement, and also fliat 
the e.xlia 500/. per annum should he paid the Cliiefs, provided they give adequate guaril 
under a responsible Chief, not ncces.sarily one of their own family, tlial those to whom 
robberies have been traced, or wlio have been eanght, like t!ie man in Mr. LewkePs tent, 
should be properly punished. 

it must he obvious both to t upluiii Lorimer and .Mr. Reynolds iiow imperative il is 
tiiat llic work should go on quietly until oil is found ; once that desired result is 
attained, the situation will he completely changed ; therefore we liope that every 
endeavour will he inmle to conciliate the Cliiefs, for the time at least, on the lines we 
have itidiculed above, and that .Mr. Reynolds will be able to complete bis svork without 
iinpediiiiont. 

Ahu'az, November 23, 1907. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 151. 

Letter from the Bakhtiari Khans to a Rersiau Rricnd, dated some iimr in October 1007. 
(Translation.) 

SINCK your friendship is assured and as yon are fully acquainted witli the 
eoniracls with Lynch’s and tlie Oil Company, we Ironhle you with the request that if, ns 
previously, you are with the Britisli Consulate, you will, in whatever manner you think 
host, bring this letter to the notice of the Britisli Legation and British Consulate, and 
explain the purport of it verbally. 
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Previously, there wns ii rond through the Bakhtiari country over which caravans and 
niercliuniliBC passed mid crossed the rivers hy ferries, the ferryman levying a toll for the 
work, a iiortion of which toll was paid to us hy way of revenue; two years previous to 
Lynch’s making the rond and bridge, we made a good bridge of ropes, hy which the 
tialfic [Uissed the river most satisfactorily. Then the old order of things passed from 
our conirol, and Lynch’s seriously departed from the terms of their Agreement, and 
causeil us an infinity of trouble ami loss hy reason of the roads and caravanserais we 
built. You must he aware that since the road was made we had notiiing but trouble 
and loss; the building of the two iron bridges was also the cause of mueh trouble and 
loss to us. 

You know that during these few years Mr. Preeee was the Consul-General at 
Ispahan and was our good friend; his friendship and knowledge and interest in our 
ulfairs is the reason of our friendship with the British Governinent, and we are grateful 
to him in that he conducted our all'airs with justice, rectitude, and friendship, and 
correetness. and took friendly trouble for us and in our alfairs. 

It wasduc to his clforts that whenever Lynch’s attempted to oppress us, .Mr. Preeee, 
in accordance with justice and agreement, prevented our being t}rnnni/,ed over; he 
prevented Ijvnch’s making exorbitant charges, and arranged that we paid 301) odd toinuns 
the first year and lOII tomans the second year. 

Wo did not at that lime realize the ability and fairmindednessof Ifr. Preeee ; but all 
this has been changed, and, in place of that fmour, we have only trouble and orries. 
Our affairs appear to have been tran'ferreil to the cliarge of the Vice-Consul at Ahwaz 
(i uptain I.oriincr;, who at lirsi treated us in a friendly manner; but now he has taken up 
another style, at once 'o overhearing and hat.sh that the hands of the proverbial and 
aneient I'ricndshiii between us and the Knglisli Government arc strained to the hreaking- 
point. I’or example, in the contract for the road it is stipulated that no engineer (for 
tile roads) should be sent without our concurrence; now he states that last year an 
engineer came (hut without our himwledge) and painted the bridge, and presents 
eliargcs !■ the amount id' l,o(l() tomans, and in the most harsh, hectoring, and coarse 
language (which we eaniiot write to yoii) peremptorily demands payment of the same. 

Another matter is the eonirael of the Oil Company. You were with .Mr. Preeee 
when the eoniract was made. All the dillicult and very binding clauses drawn up with 
mutual friendship were ueeeptcd by us ; hut now the t)il Company’s representatires are 
treating our people iu a very severe manner, and are acting in a very reprehensible 
wav. We reipiested Captain Lorimer to pul a stop to such aetion.s, hut he prefers l i 
magniry other small matters, making mountains out of mole-hills, and makes dillieiilties 
whete there should he none. 

rite i|Ueslion of roldieries inserted in the coutiact is beyond our eontrol, but he 
demands compensation, and wishes to deduct tlie amount Irom '.he iustalmeid which is 
due. lie complains of tile guards without just cause. By reason of all these dillieultics 
it was iigreed under the seal of the British Legation that the inslalments should he 
ii creased yearly liy .olH'/. for the expenses of the Chief of the road guards, who were to 
be iueiiii.s’eil and always present. 'I'hat latter we performed ; now that it is lime for 
payment of the instalment, he repudiates it and refuses to pay. We fear we tire you, 
hut there are still many ipiestions uumentioned. We reipiesi that, in whatever way you 
consider best and possible, to inlorm the British Legation ami ollici.ds fully on these 
matters, iu older that the friendship ol so main years may not he broken. 

pSealed bv) ' ;iAV.\l' KCl.l (Lelkluini). 
RllUSliOW. 

(illL l.A.M llUSBl.X (ICelhigij. 

NrsKI'lU. 


liielosiire ."i in No. lot, 

N’lnaMna-as-.s'u/tfiac/i. Itkluini, oiiti .s'/ni.'e//i-c.v-.S«//(oic/(, Illiftji, 0 / thi’ littknihiris, la 
I io-l'oitsul itoriiiwr. 


(Tninslalioii.) [Hicriinl Uecemlm 23, 

WK are iu receipt of your letter, and are delighted to hear of your welfare and 
g.ioil lienllh. 

h’egaiding what you write that .Murtaza Quii Khan had made certain statements iu 
the Legation. In the first place, Murtaza Qiili Khan had no authority from us to talk 


on our part with the Legation, but those had no connection with matters relating to you. 
We had some purely personal affairs which were the subject of conversation. 

Regarding the instalment which has been suspended, and payment thereof stopped, 
you have not written what was the reason of doing so. However much we speculate, we 
cannot find that we have failed in, or neglected, your work and orders. Whenever yon 
have sent any instructions, thougli they were beyond our power, we have carried them 
out [sic] and not neglected them, for the sake of supporting and helping you. 

You said to remove Quid Kali; we complied. We restrained the people of 
Mamatain and Shirdin, who were daily complaining and crying out ngaiiisl the tyranny 
and oppression of the cinployds of the Syndicate. At no lime may we have failed to 
serve you, and however much the Bakhtiari tribes complained we have kept them in 
order, and up to now have not suffered them to make an outcry; but the time is near 
when the means of control will pass from our hands, and the Bakhtiaris will break out 
and rise up ngainal this contract and agreement which we have made. 

In view of our having thus always been ready, ns we arc now, to serve your interests 
and commands, we liave failed to understand the reason for the unkindness which you 
have displayed towards ns. On the one hand, you have not granted the .‘>(10/. tor the 
pay of th.' guards; on the other, you have given orders for the non-payment; of the 
ii stalment, which is fixed as payable by you. ’flic reason of this also yon do not 
explain. 

If it is in your mind to break oil’ the agreement we arc only too willing and 
anxious for this, for the reason that tlie Baklitiaiis iiave raivcd their voices in this 
iilfair, and, hy one means or other, we have reduced every one to silence; hut we are 
tired and oppressed by the course which ihiiigs have taken at Mamatain and Maidan 
.Munaftim. 'riie Bakhtiari tribe have broken out into complaints, ami are aiipealing 
auainal the acta of oppre.ssion of the Gil people. If this .\greenient, and what it 
entails, is cancelled, it will he better for ourselves and the tribes, and we will he at 


]ieace. 

Up to the present we have allowed nothing to produce a feeling of coldness, and, 
beyond all that could he i i.agined, we have been active in service. ’I'lie cause and 
reason of your unkindness we have not understood. It would he well if yon would 
write specifically to what it is due and what it is that has led to this unkindnos.s on your 
part. 

Regarding the fuel and the price of it about which you have written. It is an 
iimlcrstood thing. .As you have expressed a wish and desire, we are at your commands; 
even were you to show still greater iinkindiiess, there will be no failing in our good-will, 
and w henever you have any requirements ami commands we are waiting iu rcadine.ss to 
comply. 

\Vc have written and inclose an order addresseil to .Mahmud Khan instructing him 
to sell fuel to the Oil people at a fair price. If this order meet witli your approval, 
please have it forwarded to .Malimud Khan, wlio will comply with it. 

(Signed) NAJ.VF tiULl KHAN (Samsani). 

GllULAM HUSSAIN (Shaluih). 


Borwarded bv His Britannic .Majesty’s Vice-Consul, Aliwaz, under his cudorsemeut 
li lted the 1st .January, H)0S, to the Resident with reference to Vice-t’onsurs telegram 
No, 12, and paragraph 3 of his letter dated the 30lh December, lUII". 


[159771 f''"' 

Mr. Murliiuj to Sir Eittriiril (iicif.—{Hreeived Mity 11.) 

(No. 7».) 

Sir, Trhriin, April 11, lilOS. 

.\T a dinner given at the Diileh Iz'gatioii on tlie 8lh instant, the luirnmii 
.Minister asked me what was the arrangeinciil heltvecn ourselves and lliissiu for the 
cession of all British Concessions in .Northern I'ersiii. 1 asked where he had got this 
eximordiiiary story, and he replied that he understoiKl it to he a part of the recent 
Agreenieiit that all British Concessions in the North should he traiislerred to Russia 
iiiid, ill particular, that we were about “ to exchange our telegni|di lines in the North 
for the liiissiau line.” 1 said that tlieiv had been some talk of Russia's undertaking 
the maintenance of the Meslicd-'l'chran Hue instead of ourselves, hut 1 <lid not know 
what would come of it; it was a matter which interested the Telegraph Department, 
[1580] 2 13 
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and was no jmrt of the lat(^ ^Vgruenicnt. Probably some exaggerated version of Ibis 
proposal bad reaelied biin. Count Quadt fben turned to the question of road 
Concessions, and asserttsl two or three times that be knew fora fact that negotiations 
for their transfer were proeeisling in liondon. I again asked him where he got this 
information for which there was not even the slight foundation that existi-d for the 
story about the (;xchange of teh^graphs, hut could get no reply, as at this point the 
ifinister’s attention was occupied by his othiT neigbl)our, nor did he again revert to 
the suhicct. Dur conversation did not last more than three or four minutes. 

Prom iiKiuiries that t have since made, it seems that for the last three or four 
days it has hcen known in the bazaars that somi; kind of exchange connected with 
telegraphs is in contemplation, and pndtably it is thence that the German Jtinistor 
got wind of the eontrunplatcd arrangement. But how the rumour reached the 
bavaars I am unable to say. 

1 am inclined to think that Count Quadt was anxious to assure himself as to the 
state of affairs as regards the Khanikiu line, but no mention whatever was made of it; 
it scions difTicult to see what other interest he could find in the exchange of control 
over the .Meshed-Tehran and Khaf-Nasratabad lines, unless it is to arouse the 
opi«)sition of the Persian Government to the projiosal. 

lie aiqicared to he far more interested in the (jucstion of road Concessions, and, 
as I have said, insisted that negotiations on the subject were in progress in London. 

'i'lic Itussian .Minister, to whom I commtmiaited the conversation 1 had had with 
Count Quadt, could not any more than myself .account for the latter’s knowledge or 
surmise of the eontcni|dated c.xchange of lines, hut he thought that the circumstance 
made it desirable to hasten the c.xchange. 

1 have, Slc. 

(Signed) CUAKLES M. MAULING. 


[15979] No. loti. 

Mr. .Miirtiiuj to tiir Eihrtiril (rretj.—{Hreeivnd .t/iiy 11.) 

(N'o. HO. Conlidential.) 

Sir, Tehran, April 11, 1!K)8. 

I 11.WP, ilie honour to irau'init herewith a list of the “ Chefs dc Missions” now 
in Tehran. 

1 regret llml by an oversight, due to the he.ivy press of work, this lieporl should imi 
liiiu! been sent earlier in the year. 

I have, itc. 

(Signed) CllAltEES M M.tltl.l.NG, 


Inelo.sure in No. 150. 
of the llrails of Mir.mms in Tehran. 

Kussinn Mmi.iter.~il. Nicolas dc llartwig presented his credentials in .lune lUOO, 
and has bccuiue doyen since the departure of .M. de Riva this month. Uis previous 
rareer is too welt known to need recapitulation. As a Russian hurcnucrat he has little 
sympathy with the Constitutional moveincnl in Persia, and would wish, moreover, 
naturally to maintain the unihority of a Rus.sophile Shah as against a Ruasophohe nation. 
The events of neeemher, however, convinced him that be had nndcrrnted the strength 
ot the Reform party, and, further, that in any ease Mobatnmed Ali Khnh is not the tnan 
to overcome it. Since that time his advice to the Shalt has been all iti favour of 
moderation and conrilinlion, but he has little hope of the speedy regeneration of the 
country under a Constitutional regime. The failure of the Deeemher roup if’/3(«t, and 
the nninifestations of (termau inclination to intrude in Persian internal alfairs, very 
materially altered .M. de llartwig’.-. attitude towards this Legation, and 1 have since 
I'oumi hint at all times ready to discuss questions of common interest in un open and 
friendly mntnter, and I believe him to be genuinely desirous of maintaining the existing 
excellent relations of Great Britain ntid Russia in the Near East, lie has very strong 
anti-Gorman convictions. He has a great capacity tor work, and practically conducts 
the whole business of the Legation himself. 


Madame dc llartwig, the Minister’s second wife, is a “ divorcdc.” An energetic, 
impttlsive, warm-hearted woman, and generally popular in the European colony. 

Auslro-lluntjariun Minister. —M. Rosthorn presented his credentials October 1006. 
He was for many years in the Chinese Maritime Customs, and thence was appointed 
Consul-General at Peking, where he was in charge of the i.egation during the siege in 
1000. Is somewhat soured at finding that, though a Minister, he is condemned to play 
.1 very small rOlc in Tehran, and when fortune gives him something to do is as fussy as a 
hen with one chick. His dream is to return to Peking us .Minister. Has little tact, and 
while constantly neglecting diplomatic amenities, much resents anything like a slight to 
himself. 

Madame Rosthorn, who appears to thoroughly ileserve her reputation for courage 
gained during the siege of the Legations at Poking, is a cheery-tempered bourgeoise of 
the best type and very popular. 

Dutch .Minister. —M. de Stnrier has been bere as Minister Resident since May 1906 
and presented his credentials as Envoy in 1907. Was previously in the Consular 
Service and served at .Teddah and Smyrna, lias been rather inclined to stand much on 
his dignity, and has shown little sign of ability. Has some private means from his wife, 
who is much his superior in every way. 

Trench Miniiter. —M. lie La Martinifcre presented his credentials in Mnj lt)07. 
Was last in Budn-Pesth and Tangier. Has eonsiderable ability, hut not much sense ot 
tlic relative importance of atlairs. Is apt at times to draw conclusions from insufficient 
or unverified data, and is much impressed with the iniportancc of cementing the Anglo- 
Kusaian accord in Persia, and is very desirous of forming a “ bloc a trois ” against 
German intrusion. Owing to anxiety for his wife's health, has not been at his best, but 
can be a diverting companion. 

United litotes. —.Mr. .Tackson presented his credentials in December 1997. Was for 
long in the Berlin Embassy, and suhae(|uently has been .-Vmerican Representative in 
.Vthens and all the Balkan States. Though, as a rule, inclined to be reserved, makes no 
concealment of l is poor opinion of President Roosevelt, which has no doubt been 
accentuated by the unceremonious manner of bis transfer from .Athens to Tehran. He 
is of a markedly nervous temperament, but is universally and deservedly liked. 

German ifinister. —Count Quadt presented his credentials in March 1908. Was 
appointed to febran from the Consulate-General at Calcutta, where be sccnis to have 
gained the confidence and liking of all Indian society. He was at Washington as 
Councillor of Embassy at the timt! of Herr von Holleben’s intrigue against Lord 
Pauncefotc, and is said to have ably seconded his chief. When the blow aimed at 
Lord Pauneefote recoiled on the German Ainbnssatlor, Count Quadt was greatly 
chagrined, and, on the appointment of Baron Slieck ns Ambassador, led a regular 
campaign against bis chief, who was itractically boycotted in his own Embassy. He has 
been described to me ns an "arch-intriguer.” He has, however, been here so short a 
time thas I hesitate to expre.ss any strong opinion myself, Ihongh indications may be 
found to show that Baron von Richthofen’s policy is being continued, but with greater 
discretion. 

Married the daughter of the late Chevalier ilo .Martino, of the Italian Dqilomatie 
Service. The Countess will not arrive here till September. 

Italian .Minister. —Baron Romano presented his credentials in April 1908, 

llelgiun Churije d'Affaires.—i\. de Wurzee d’Hcrmalle is really on the Belgian 
Foreign Olllce establishment, hut was for .some years in Peru, and has been in charge 
of the Legation since September 1906, except for the five months during which the late 
Minister, .M. 'Tserstevens, was here. Has had a very difficult position vis-ii-ris of 
.\L Priem, but has act|uittod himself creditably, and has shown a good appreciation of 
the situation. Externally somewhat insignificant, but improves on acquaintance. 

nrkish Charge d’.lffnires. —Remzi Bey took over charge of the Embassy in 
February 1908. Was for long translator in the Ottonmn Foreign Office, and recently 
Consul lit Biiloum. Is personally pleasant, but seems afraid of the responsibility of his 
position. 


Tehran, April 14, 1908, 


(Signed) 


CHARLES M. MARLING. 
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^[r. Miirlinij to iilr litlmird Grey.—(Keeeiveel May 11.) 

(No. 83.) 

gii. Tehran, April 14, I'.Kl.?. 

I IlAVKlIie lioiimir to tmnsmit herewitli copy of a dcspalch aiUtresscd tiy His 
Majesty’s Coiisiil-Oeneral at Meshed on the subject of the retention of the 'Purlial-i- 
llayderi Con.sulatc on its present basis. 

In addition to tlie arf^nments whieli Major Sykes employs, with the conclusions of 
wliirh i f;en(!rally ae;rcc, I would venture to ]ioint out that tliere is another inducement 
to maintain the post as at. present, viz,, the clfe*'t whicli it would have on feeliitfr towards 
us in I’crsia generally. The recent AiiKlo-llussiau Aj^rceincnt, ns you are aware, has 
pioduecd umon^ I’ersians at Inrfte the belief that we have abandoned northern Pewsia to 
her hereditary enemy, nor, so far as I can sec, is there at present any indication 
whatever that this erroneous vimv is heiiif; superseded by a juster view of the situation ; 
eertaiidy to reduce any Consulate in the Itussinn “sphere” would he cited as proof 
positive ol’that iutcr[»retation ot the Agreement, and would react unfavourably on our 
interests here. 

As rc;;ards paragrajdis ti and t) of Major Sykes' despatch, it appears to me in the 
highest degree unlikely that the wish of the Indian (lovernment to “secure control of 
(|uarantlnu arrangements on the Perso-Afglmu frontier” will ever he realized. It 
a)ipears to me far more probable that those arrangements will he placed by the Sanitary 
Council at Tehran under the immediate direclioti of one of its own mcmbci's. 'I'lie 
Council has, for the last year shown far greater activity than heretofore in dealing with 
i|uarauline matters, as witness the cll'orts made to create a sanitary service on the 
northern coasts during the outbreak .d' cholera in the summer, and the dispatch (|uite 
recently of Dr. llongrand to Kasr-i-Shirin. lint apart from this I may point out that it 
would not he easy to approach the Knssiaii (i.iverumcnl with a suggestion that we should 
he placed in charge of samtarv matters in the l{ua.sian “ sphere.” 

I have, &e. 

(Nigned) ClIAliDKS M. MAliLINti. 


Inelosnre 1 in No. loV. 


Major Sykes to Gorenimenf of India. 

(Confidential) 

'si,., Ml shed, March jlS, lilOS. 

I IIAVK the honour to forward a copy of a letter from Captain Keyes of tlie 
1 till .Mnreh, I'.hts. in which that olliccr recommends the reduction of the Tiirlmt 
Consiihite to a native agency. 

g. Captain Keyes' principal arguments are apparently three in number:— 


(«.) That tile I'oiiiiding of the Consulate was not fully warranted; 

(h.) That Caiitain lyass did not aei|uire an exceptional position at Turbat; and 
(c.) Tiiat. il we were to reduce the piM to a native agency, it would counteract 
iiilliiences adver.-e to oiir.selvesas well as to the present arrangement. 

3 . To lake the lirsi tioiiit asset forth in paragraph !), and 'd.sewhere in the letter 
iiiider reference. Captain Keyes is aware of nothing that oceiirred in the way of Itiissiaii 
(distriietiveiiess after the alfair of the Tallin Nawnhs in lilOf, when the,action taken 
*'praelically imt an 1 ml to the objectionahic zeal of the Uussian olficers.” This and 
siiuiliir pas.sages show that, in Captain Keyes' opinion, the foundation of the 'I'lirliat 
Consulate was needless. 

I hnrdiv think tl al my predeeessais would have recommended the estahlislimeiit of 
the Turbat post, or llml'ihe Covernmvnt of India would have incurred the great 
expemiiliire invoKed without carefully examining the question, and this seems to he a 
siillieieiil re|ily to Ca|ilaiii Keyes' urgnuienl. 

I. The position originally held iiy t.'aptain lyass is also, I think, an acknowledge.I 
fuel. Kun in disiuni Ki inian Captain lyass was known, and I imugiue that the 
(ioveriimenl ol India do nut leqmie tresh jiroof tliat that otiieial was the nnerowned 
King ol Tiirhat. So liir as Tersiuii pidilie opinion was eoiieenieil, even before Captain 
Ki’Ves' 111 rival in Teisia it was a coiumon n-pot t that the Czar had said that " Miilvraiid 
lyasa never sleep." 
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5. Captain Keyes recommends the reduction of Turbat to n native agency, and 
thinks that the Meshed Consulatc-Oencral could then " as effectively counteract the evil 
effects to British trade and influence caused by the combined Russian Consulate and cordon, 
as with a Consulate at Turbat.” I can hardly imagine that this argument will connmend 
itself to the Government of India, as to lay down that a native Agent can hold his own 
as effectively as a Consulate provided with a Medical Officer against a Russian official of 
Captain lyass’ experience and ability, who also commands Persian troops, surely needs 
no refutation. If, however, a parallel be desirable, we have the case ol Biijand, where a 
hospital assistant was stationed by me in 1899, and where the Government of India is 
now contemplating the establishment of a Vice-Consulate, pre.sumably on the grounds 
that a native hospital assistant is not the equal of a British official. 

a Throughout Captain Keyes’ letter there is, in my humble opinion, what has 
recently been termed by His Majesty’s Secretary for Foreign Affairs ns “ a very intense 
view of the interests on the spot, which is not easily reconcilable w-ith the larger 
interests clsewlieie.” I consequently propose to deal with the tpiestion in its wider 
aspects. , , , , 

The Anglo-Russian Convention which has recently been concluded has, 
theoretically, put an end to the rivalry of the two Powers in Persia; and we are 
undoubtedly ready to observe it in the spirit as well as in the letter. AVhethcr our 
rivals are eiiually ready to do so remains to be seen. In any ctuse, our sphere in Persia 
has been made a small one and piactically consists of a slice of Eastern Persia, with 
Persian Baluchistan and Kerman. Of tliese, strategically speaking. Eastern Persia is 
by far the most important, and it behoves us to guard our exiguous sphere by every 
legitimate means. Can any one, then, urge that the reduction of 'I’urbat wouhl not 
weaken our position in Eastern Persia, wiiich consists of a series of centres of 
British influence, parallel to the Afghan frontier ? The answer must, surely be in the 
negative. 

7. We next have to consider the point of view of Persians and Afghans. Eleven 
rears ago Sir Mortimer Durand strongly recommended the abolition of the Resht 
Consulate as being unnecessary, hut the Nasir-ul-Miilk was instructed by the then 
Shah to point out to Lord Salisbury that the effect on Persian opinion would he serious. 
The post was, consequently, not aholished. When we comirare Turbat, rvhicb is, 
generally speaking, the touring hrancli of this Consutatc-General, and its position with 
regard to Meshed and Herat, wc can easily foresee what Persians and Afghans would 
thmk if Captain Keyes’ proposals were adopted. Their immovable opinion would be 
that wc came to Turbat to show that Captain lyass, in spile of his being in command of 
Pi rsian troops was not the permanent, ruler of the district; but that, from some strange 
infirmity of purpose or from timidity, we had shirked the completion of the task, 
whereas semi-bankrupt Russia shows no signs of relaxing her grasp, even on Southern 
Persia. 

True, we might plead the Anglo-Russian Convention ; but to that the reply would 
be, “ Why has not Russia left Scistan 1 ” 

To prove that the Afghans watch keenly our action at Turbat, I need only refer to 
the diary of the native Altacbd, Meshed Consulute-Oeneral, on special duty at Herat, 
for the isth to g.Srd April, 1903. 

It shows clearly that evils did exist at that period or two years after the Patna 
Nawabs’ case, and that the Afghans considered the Russian action, which wc aubsc(|Uontly 
chucked, to ho intolerable. 

Ill shorl, to retire from Turbat so long as the illegal quarantine cordon exists would 
umloiibtcdly coiistitutc a heavy blow to British prestige, and one Ihiil, in my humble 
opinion, wc should have rightly deserved. 

8 . Another point is tiiat the Government of India arc anxious, for obvious reasons, 
to secure control of quarantine airaiigcmcnts on the Perso-Afghau trontier ; but a policy 
of scuttle or scmi-scutlle would surely wreck this sebeme or, at any rate, make it 
inlinitely more difficult. 

0 . To conclude, if Russia hands over quarantine arrangements on the I’erso-Afghnn 
bouiidarv to us, they must iindouhtedly he directed by this Consulate-General, which 
alone is in touch with the leading Pi rsian officials of Khora.s.saii and with the Governor 
of Herat. Turbat, Knrez. and Birjanil would then be the chief cenires from which this 
(|unrantiiie would be worked. If my suggestion that Kaiii be replaced under Meshed 
lie approved and the iiuestiou ol tlie frontier he treated as one, I think that the scope 
of the Turbat Consulate might he enlarged and some expense be saved to Governiiienl 
by placing a medical officer as Vice-Consul at Birjaud under the touring Consul at 
Turbat; hut to reduce Turbat at a time when Persia is in the throes of a revolution, and, 
[1580] 2 F 










110 


111 


BO long as the Russians maintain the quarantine cordon, » oulJ appear to me to he unworthy 
of the steadfast policy of the Government of India. 

to. Copies ol this letter are being sent to His Majesty's Legation and His Britannic 
IMajesty’s Consuls for Seistan and Turbat. 

I have, i&c. 

(Signed) P. \r. SYKKS, Major, His liriUmnic Majesty's 

Consul-General and Agent ot the Ooverninent 
of India in Khorassan. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 157. 

Consul Keyes to Major tiykes. 

(No. l!)c. Confidential.) 

Sir, Tarhat-i-tlaidari, March 14, 1908. 

IN iiecordnnec with the instructions eontained in your indo.'sement of the 
7th instant, t have the honour to submit the following report on the maintenance of 
our Consulate at Turhat-i-Haidari. 

2. I have seen no papers relating to' the Russian Sanitai’y Cordon from its 
institution in 1H07 till lOOl, when the case of the Patna Nawahs again Immglit the 
mnttei' into prominenen; nor have I lieen able to obtain information of any eases of 
UagmnI abuse of power on the part of the Itussian olTicers of the cordon previous to 
that (‘Vent. In the tiles you have sent mo I have also found no record of any further 
cases of serious obslruetion between ItMIl and Captain Winter’s arrival here in 
.Tannary 1904. 

ti. Captain Winter’s instructions eontained in the letter from the Secretary to the 
Ooverninent of India, in the Poreign Ilcimrtment, were to the effect that be uasto 
wateli and report on the action of the Itussian olliei'rs, and prevent, as far as imssible, 
HagranI abuses on their part, esiiecially ns regards the preferential treatment of 
Persian as against British and .Ifglian subjects. I understand from these instruetions 
that the British Consul was also to attempt to curtail the inflnenee of the Itussian 
olheials in loi'al matters uinsnineetial with their sanitary duties. That this iullueuce 
was bidieved to be eonsiderable is shown by Sir .Vrthur Ifardinge’s ihsipateh No. 199 
of the 9th Si'pteinbi'r, liltto, to the .Marquess of ljuisdowne, in which he alludes to 
Captain lyass as having been, befow! Captain IVinter’s arrival, " almost a de facto 
local I iovernor." 

In f’aiilain Winter’s instruetions mention w.as also made of the attempts on 
Russia’s part to attract the Afghan wool tradi’ direct to Transeaspia. 

I have not Siam if staled offieially, but 1 understand that this Consulate was never 
intenih’d to permanent. 

t I would now suhinit that the (dijeet aimed at in the instil ntiou of a temponiry 
Consulate- at ’I’nrhal-i-llaidari, i.r., the previ'ulion of the ae(|uisition of undue inliuenee 
in stinilary and local matters by the Russian oflleers of the cordon, and the eonsequent 
injury to British Inule and inllnenei', has hia-n atlaineil, as eompletely as is possible by 
local aeliou, anil that all tlnil is now requiiaal is an ageney to report to Ilia .Majesty’s 
ConsnI-lieneral any fresh attempts to aeiiuire inliuenee beyond that whieli might 
legilimalely be existeted under the recently coneltided Convention. 

. 0 . To take Hu- original business of the Sanihiry Corilon first, I have not been able 
to obtain information of any Ihigrant abuses of their position by the Russian oHloers 
since the institution of this Consulate, or, indeed, subsequent to the affair ot the Patna 
Nawahs the action taken by us in tlint ease having apjtarently caused the Russian 
(iovernment to direct their ollleers to inialerate their zeal. 

file merehants of the place inform me that since Captain IVinter's arrival the 
examination of caravans has bei it condueted with more tantrtt.'sy, ami delays have been 
less annoying; but their complaints of the manner of eondueting examination, prior 
to this, must seem rather strange to any one who has had the misfortune to make the 
aei|uaintanc:e of the Turkish sanitary authorities 

The irrelevant i|uestioning of everyone who passes the cordon has also ceased 
sinee Ca|>lain lytiss eom]>leled liis gazeteer, and the ineonvenienee to the few British 
earavans proeeeiling to Meshed is as small as can be while a cordon exists. On the 
outbreiik ol plague in Seistan misdireeled zeal and irksome regulations might httve 
heen expected, hut, eonsidering that Russian doctors are in absolute ignorance of the 
latest discoveries n‘garding plague, look on Imlian metluHls ns criminally fatalistic. 


and themselves suffer from incredible nervousness, their moderation was surprising. 
It is also worthy of note that the outbreak of plague at Jangal, within a few miles of 
the cordon, was dealt with by Captain IVatson without a protest from the Russians. 

6 . As regards the influence acquired by Captain lyass, nothing I have learnt here 
warrants the statement that he was almost a de facto local Governor, or that his 
inlluenct! much exceeded that of other Russian Consuls, who are able to procure the 
dismissid of olfieials incurring their displeasure. The fact, however, that he has 
officers and men of the Tehran Brigade and of the local regiments under his orders 
naturally gives him a certain advantage. 

7. As regards the wool trade, Turhat-i-Uaidari’s importance has been transferred 
to Ivarez, which now has a eustoms-bouse competent to deal with all business. 
Although Is are/, is in the Turbat-i-Haidari Consular distriet, the British Agent there 
is directly under the orders of His Majesty’s Consul-General at Meshed, which, rather 
than either of these two places, is the centre of the trade. There is not a single 
British Indian trader at Turbat-i-llaidari, and the small amount of British goods that 
find their way into the district are purehased through middlemen in Jleshcd or Yezd. 

8 . To sum uj)—it was the existence of the Sanitary Cordon in any form to 
which we objected, not merely to the fact that it was under Russian officials ; but if it 
wore itvcr expected that our opening a Consulate here would lead Russia to give up 
the cordon, this hope .should have been abandoned long ago. The question thus 
resolves itself into whether His Majesty’s Consul-Geneml could not, with the assistance 
of it native agent,as clfectively eomiteraet the evil elTeetsto British trade and inliuenee 
caused by the combined Russian Consulato and cordon, as with a Consul. 

9. As 1 have mentioned above, the action taken by us in the alTair of the Patna 
Nawabs practically put an end to the objectionable zeal of the Russian officers. If 
such a result could be produced before the ratification of the Sanitary Convention of 
Paris, with the Anglo-Russian relations in the state they were, in in 1!)01, it. is not too 
much to exiiect that, now our relations iire on a dilVerent footing, the Rus.sian 
Government will not again use the cordon as they did in this one inslnnee. 

As regards the iniluenee ot tln^ Russian Consul, as he now is, in local matters, it 
mvist be remembered that seten years ago there was no telegraph line to Turbat-i- 
llaidari, jtnd local officials and landowners were in almost eomplide ignorance ot the 
course of events in other parts of Persia. 

This has all been altered in the last few years, and public opinion has been so 
educated that it has bia-n put out of tlu^ power of the Russian Consul to obtain the 
influence he was at oni: time believed to possess. 

A British Agent in teh^graphie communication with Jleshed, 84 miles away, 
should be able to keep His .Majesty’s Consul-General suflleienlly informed of the state 
of alTaim here. 

10. Should it be decided to rednee this Consulate to an agency, I would suggest 
that a .Maboinmedan Hospital A.ssistant, with plague experience, lx- appointed as 
British -Vgent. Prom what 1 have .seen of our Indian IIos])ilal Assistants in Pei-sia, I 
consider that most of them arc ciipablc of more than holding their own against Russian 
doetor.s. Sneh a man would bo abb; to carry on the work done by our Consulate 
hospital, which has been our chicif agent for acquiring the position we now hold in 
Turbat-i-1 laidari; while his ])rofessional visits would give him the opportunity of 
obtaining information inaccessible to the ordinary agent. 

1 have, &e. 

(Signeil) THRHNCK KHYRS, Cafitain. 


[15981] N'o- 158. 

Mr. Marling to Hit lidn-urd Grey.—{tleceiced May 11.) 

(No. 84.) 

Sir, Tehran, Ayril 18, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch from His 
.Majesty’s Consul at Mohammorah respecting the recent visit of a Turkish corvette 
to Pallia. 

It will be seen that this unusual ineidi’iit caused some surprise and uneasiness to 
the Sheikh and to the Representative of the Persian Government. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 
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Inclostii'c in No. 158. 

Consul McDouall to Mr. Mnrlincj. 

(i o. 8. Confulcntiul.) . „ 1 m lona 

gjj. Mohnmnicrah, March 10, 1908. 

I II.Wl'; the honour to report ttmt on the nfternoon of the 7th the Turkish 
corvette “ Kileed-i-hehnr" from Dussorah anchored off Failin and fired a salute of 
twentv-one guns, which was returned. The Oftieer Commanding called on the Sardar 
Arfa, and on his expressing surprise at the visit said that if there were any ohjection 
he would leave. The Sardar said that he had no ohjection, hut it hail not been usual 
for the vessel to call. He replied that he was taking a tri)) for change of air, and had 
taken the opporluuitv to call and salute the port, ami a.skcd for permission to send a 
iioat to the hazar for provisions. The Sardar said as long as the boat was unarmed 
there was no ohjection. , , 

The Sardar .'Vrfa as a precaution ])laced a foroe of 31)0 men in concealineiit among 
the dale trees, and kept a watch on the ve.ssel during the night. He ascertained that 
there wore onlv some thirty-live men on hoard. 

Next morning the vessel anchored oif tlic mouth of the Ivariin, and in the nfter- 
iiooii" proceeded down the Shat-el-Vmh lo the Turkish guard station at Sihaii, whore 
she spent the night, and on the !)th passed up towards Hussorah. 

lloth the Kargiizar and the Sardar .Vrfa called on me with rogard to the visit, as 
it is very unusual for a Turkish maii-of-war to visit .Mohaiumerali. It was suggested 
that the’visit might have hecn due to the fact that some 000 Arahs had come up the 
river from Guslia on the 0th to work on the new canals, or to the presence id' the 
French guii-hoat " Surprise," or in order to make a precedent. , , „ 

The Sardar Arfa lias lietird that the reserves of the 3rd Class (Ma awen) of the 
liiissomli Vilayet are heiiig called out, hut Ills Jtajesty’s Consul at Hussorah says that 
this is oiilv th'e amiiial enrolment of conscripts. 

■ 1 have, &c. 

(Signed) \V. McDOUALU 


1159831 No. 150. 

Mr. Martini/ to Sir liilirunt Grry.—(/fccrirw/ Man 11.) 

Tehrany April IS, 1008. 

’ Will I refereiiee to luv telegram No. 79 of the 17th March and to siihsequont 
correspoiideiiee resp.vliiig the rtirjand telegraph office, 1 have the honour to quote 
the following exiiael t'roul Major Keiinion's weekly summary Ironi tlic Htli to the 
1 till Mareh whieli has now reaelied this Legation:— 

■■ rhe Itussiaii doelor asked the Telegraph Sertip at Hirjaiid for a separate room 
and for eertaiii iiiiproveiiients for this room. A proposal was also, it seems, put 
forward lhat the line should he taken first l.i the Kussiaii room, us at Seistan. 1 he 
roquest was traiismilled hv the Telegraph Sertip to Meshed, with the result that he 
received orders not to allow the line to he taken lliroilgh the Russian room, hut 
siiiietioiiiiig '21) tomans on aeeoiiiit of ivpairs presiiiiiahly for the new room. So fur the 
* tape iiislruiiieiit ’ has not arrived, ami no atlempl has heen made to put a separate 
room for the Itussiaiis in onler.” 

In his next weekly .suiiimary Major Ivenuiou writes;— 

"The Telegraph Sertip at itiriaud has sent a telegram to Serdar Mansur, in 
whieh he slates that ihe nsuii wanted for the Riissiaii telegraphist, lor the repairs of 
which 2(1 loiuaiis had hnm saiietioned, was a dilVerent room from that used liy the 
Reisiaii signaller. He goes on to explain lhat the owner of the house, the lease of 
whieh had expired, now wishes to raise the rent from 2 tomans to 5 tomans per mensem. 
The Sertip asked sanction lo real the hiiildiiig for 3 tomans per mensem and to carry 

out the repairs after Ihe lease had heen sigiiei). , .. i-i n- < i 

“ It may he noted lhat all the telegraph olliei's on the hcisiau-Kliaf linenro reuted 
from piiiate iiiilividiials, exeeid those at Seislan, Randan, and Shnsp.' 
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The incident is now considered as closed, but I quote the aliove extracts as, 
a'thongh 1 do net doubt the good faith of the Russian Minister, he may Iiavo been 
misinformed hy his Consul, wiio, being ignorant of the proposed exchange, may well 
have wished to gain ci-edit for zeal. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CflAULRS M. .MARLING. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Ethcard Greg.—{Received May 11.) 

(No. 87.) 

Tehran, April 20, 1908. 

I HAVH roccntly received a telegram from Captain Lorimer to the effect that 
the Bakhtiari Khans have paid compensation for a case of opium, the property of 
.Messrs. Lynch, robbed in 1900,.and also the hill of .1,177 krans for the repairs to the 
bridges oil the Ahwaz-Ispalitin road in 1907 (see my despatch No. 310 of tho 
7th Novemlier, 1907, last paragraph). Tho Khans promise a speedy settlement of 
other claims, with the exception of the bridge repairs bill for 1!)01, for which they 
offer 400 tomans. Ca|)taiii Imrimer has, however, declined to reojion the discussion 
of this question. 

Captain Lorimer’s experience has .shown that the Khans will eventually pay, if 
pressed, any claim wliii li they have once accepted in principle, and, seen in this light, 
the information which I now’havo the honour to communicate to you appears to me 
to lie eminently satisfactory. 

I am expressing my cordial thanks to Captain Lorimer for the results achieved 
by his patient and persistent efforts, and my approval of his attitude in regard to tho 
1901 bridge hill. 


1 have, &e. 

(Signed) CllARLliS M. MARLING. 


Mr. Marling lo Sir Edinard Grey.—{Rereivnl May 11.) 

'No. 88.) 

Sjr^ Tehran, .iprit 21, 1908. 

IVITlt reference to my telegram No. 102 of the Kith instant, I have the honour 
to inlorm yon that I have since received a further note from the I’ersian Government 
denying the right of this Lc'gation lo |irotect the linn of llajji Ali Akhar and Sons. 

I have replied quoting tho Minister for Foreign .'Vffairs’ own words in tho aliove- 
ineiitioiied note, which prove the eontcniions of this Legation, and I have added that, 
ill view of the full instructions roceived on this subject from my Government (see 
Foreign Office desiiatch No. 7, Treaty, of the 22iid August, 190(1), this Legation will 
eontinne to use its be.st endeavours on behalf of the firm when British interests are 
involved. 

I trust that this note will close a trouhlcsoine correspondeneo, with the details of 
which I have not tliouglit it worth while to trouble you, inasmuch as the Legation's 
attitude and arguments have been in conformity with the instruetions sent hy the 
Foreign Office in the despateh to which 1 have referred. 

I inention this attitude of the I’ersian Government, however, us it is illustrative 
of the eimiplieatioiis that might he expected to ensue if llajji Ali Akhar ho allowed to 
obtain from the I’crsian Government the Concession on Sirri Island, at which ho 
is reported hy Major Cox to he aiming. 

I have, &u. 

(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 
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Mr. Mndimj lo 6ir lidiriird Grry.—(Received May 11.) 

Rjj._ ^ Tehran, ripril 2:1, lOOS. 

’I'llB conversation wliicli I Imd with M. OstroKradsky, the Russian I'inanciul Agent, 
on the evening of the 20tli instant 1ms, I think, placed us in complete po.ssession of the 
facta regarding the Russian claim to attach the Kermanshuh customs, over which, as you 
will have gatheted from my telegrams Nos. 100, 107, 108, and 110, M. dc llartwig and 
I had hecn playing at cross purposes for a week previously. It would, 1 think, be tedious 
and unprofitable for me to give a detailed account of our misunderstandings, which arose 
from two circumstances, viz., (1) that 1 was unaware, nor can I find that the tact has 
ever come to tiu' knowledge of Mis Majesty’s Legation, that the debts of the i’ersian 
Government to the Rassian Bank are secured on the customs affected to the service of 
the regular Russian loans of 1000 and 1!H12; and (2) ;M. de llartwig makes no distinction 
hetween the two forms of debt, but calls Ihem both Government loans, whereas 
,\l. GslIogradaky agrees with my view that the former (which are in krans) should be 
considered rather as advances on current account. 

As regards the ciieumstanees which led the Russian Minister to wi.sb to make good 
Russia’s chiim on the Kermanshah customs, .M. Ostrogradsky gave me the following 
aecount • I’ntil recently the service ot the Russian loans (the rouhle loans of 1000 and 
1002, ns'well as the Uossian Bank’s kran loans of 1001, 1904, and lOllo) hatl been easily 
covcri d by the receipts of the more important custom-houses in the north and on the 
Caspian Sea. hut lately these had shown a serious falling off, and the Russian Legation 
had been obliged to arrange for the encashment of the revenues of the other and 
sfnalier customs in those districts j but the tendency towards tailing off w..s continuing, 
and it a as now desired, in order to make the service of the Russian Bank’s advances 
absolutely secure, to get posses-ion of the Kermanshah revenues, which, though forming 
part id' tlic security assigned to Russia, had for the past two years and more been affected 
to the Imperial Bank of I’crsia. Ho far, however, there has not been any actual 
dclicieney, tind so long . s none was ilneatcncd the Russian Lef^tliou had no particular 
oliject in disturhing 1 lie privilegisl position of tlic i mperial Bank td Persia at K ermanshah j 
hot the <•’ ange of circumstances had made it ineiimltent on Russia to make good her lien 
on'he eiisloius at lliat place. ’I'he amount vcqoired lo make good any tuture deficit 
wouhl not, in all projiahilily, be large, and lie, M. Ostrogradsky, was quite ready to make 
some arrangement with I e Imperial Bank for a division ol the receipts, lie atided that 
it bad liceu quite decided lo open a branch of llic Russian Bank at Kerman,shah into 
wliicb the enstoius receipts would have to h.- imid. 

1 told .M. Dsirogradskv that in these eircumsianees the Imperial Bank could not, I 
lliougbt, di'pute the snperioiily of the Russian claim, and asked him it he would talk the 
question over with M. Raliino and see what arrangement could be made. M. Ostrogradsky 
dill not anticipali' that the Persian Government wouhl raise any dillicullics. 

\l. Ostiogradskv mentioned incidentally that nearl.v the whole ol the ailvance to be 
made bv M, l.cauozolf on the (hisiiian Sea fisheries royalties for 11)11 and payable on 
the 'JHiii instant had been eiicasbed by the Persian Government early in .March. 

.\s regard'the liank’s interest in this question, it would seem possible lliat, if, as 
.M. Ostrogradsky say.q the amount required to complete the service of the Russian 
loans is small, the surplus of Ihe Kermaushali customs may suIRce to pay the interest on 
the Imperial Bank of Persia’s advances. But this, again, will depend on wdiether 
M. Ostrogradsky will consent lo surrender the whole of that surplus; it must also be 
remembered lliat when the customs riceipls are paid into the Russian Bank that 
csiablishmcnl will have eonsideralde powers of attaching Ihem lor other purpose- than 
merelv that ot [laying the interest due on the Russian loan- Huch action is, I am told, 
quite 'illegal in other countries, hut here it is a well-recognized iiracticc, and its exercise 
bv Ihe Russian Bank might he delriiuenlal to the Imperial Bank’s interests Htill, 
until .Mr, Raliino and .M. O-trogradsky have discussed the situation with a view to 
settling on a partition of the Keriiianshah receipt-, it seems premature to approach the 
Persian Government with a request to transfer the Imperial Bank’s lien from Kerman- 
shali to Bushire. Busliirc, I may here say, is the only Gulf por' suitable tor Ihe purposn, 
because ai present the revenues of the other ports jiass through it tor transmission to 
’I’ehrun, and heeause the only hriinch ot the Inqierial Bank ot Persia in Ihe Gult is 

It is in any case unlikely timl the Persian Government will be willing to give 
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the Imperial Bank of Persia a lien on Bushire of a more binding character than that 
w'lich the hank now enjoys at Kermnnshah. The latter was the rc.sult of a verbal 
arrangement first made rather more than two years ago with M. Nans, by wliieh one- 
half of the Kermanshah eiistoms receipts were affected to the bank, and Inst year the 
arrangement was extended to include the whole receipts, or at least such part as 
would cover the services of the hank’s advances. The agreement has on the whole been 
well kept, probably in some measure because the Peraian Oovernnienl have not bad the 
s line means ns at Bushire for remitting moneys lo the capital by means ol native bankers. 

I; is not impossible that the Imperial Bank of Persia by its own influence could obtain a 
similar verbal agreement,but,while such an arraiigenient would no doubt mornllystvengihcn 
our political htild over the G iilf customs, it would certainly he better if possible to obtain 
i, more formal engagement. Possibly even this might not he heyoiid the power of 
the liiiiik, but it is to be feared, to judge from his present attitude, that the Manager 
of the liank, whose resignation has just hecn accepted by the Board in London, may not 
show the same zeal in tbe hank’s interests as heretofore. Should the Legation have to 
tiiUc action, the mere fact of ollicial intervention would make Persian Ministers very 
leluctaiit to take any action witlioiit the sanction of Ihe Assembly, whose extraordinary 
pronencss to detect hostile intentions in every proposal put forward by a foreign Legation 
would be a formidable obstacle to success. I venture to suggest, therefore, that, until 
the bank desires me to take action, it would be better not to raise the ([iiestion otlicially. 
M. Bizot, moreover, appears to be rapidly acquiring inlluence with the Porsiaii Govern- 
iiient, and when his authority is more firmly established it will probably be easier to 
ctfect some arrangement which will secure, not only the bank’s interests, but also the 
political objects we have in view with less friction than by the immediate intcrvcntioii of 
the Legation. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CllARLlJS M. .MARLING. 


115988 ] No. IGli. 

Mr. Marliug lo Sir lidieard Grey.—(Received .May 11.) 

(No. 1)1.) 

Tehran, .Ipril 2!!, li)l)8. 

’ IN a conversation which I had with M.de llartwig on the i:ith instant 1 mentioned 
to him that you had suggested to the Russian Government that, in order lo prevent any 
third Power from obtaining a right to iiilervone in Persian financial matters, be and I 
should make a joint eommunication to the Persian Government to the ctfect that, in the 
event of that (ioverniiient dc-iring lo place any further charge on the eiutoms revenues, 
the Governments of Great Britain amt Russia would expect, in view of their interest in 
those revenues, to be consulted in the matter, 

.\L de llartwig said that it would not bo easy for him to make such a eomniiinica- 
tion, lie could not verv well make the siihvention to tbe German .school a pretext for 
siicli a demarche, as he had received assurances from Miishir-ed-Dowleli that the subsidy 
would not he paid from the customs, or, if it was, that the sum would ho deducted from 
the Shah’s Civil List, which is payable from the customs; moreover, he was ([uite 
coovineed thal the Assembly wouhl never permit a payment to be made from [mblic 
funds except with its oxirlieit consent. 'I'hen, again, should he make sucli a declaration, 
it wouhl hi open to the Persian Government to reply that Russia’s interest in the 
customs was pert’ectlv safe, inasmuch ns he, tlie .Minister, had already laid his hands on 
every eust.an-house pledged lo secure the service of Russian loans. 1 said that 1 (juite 
saw hi- position, and that personally 1 was rather inclined to agree with his views us to 
taking ihe German school subvention ns the text of the proposed eommunication. Like 
bimsolf, 1 thought there was but little danger of the subsidy being taken from the 
customs if the Assembly could prevent it; but, on the other hand, the Shall would 
seareGy submit to he tricked out of 12,01)0 tomans, and it was not impossible that, under 
pressure from the Gorman Legation, the money wouhl he paid somehow. The Germans 
could then claim that it came from Ihe customs, and with the statement in .Mushir-ed- 
Dowleh’s note promising the subvention, and that it would he secured on the custom.s, 
they would have a pretty good case. 

Ilia other objection was, however, unanswerable, for, ns Russia was in a position to 
collect all the revenues assigned to her, she had no special cause for iiroliibiting the 
Persian Govcriimenl from disposing of any surplus that remained, after Russian wants 
had been .-atislied, in any way they thought lit. 1 said that His .Majcsiy’s Government 
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were not in tlie snnie fortunate positiirn, anil I tinuifrht that the joint Declaration would 
prorlucc a salutary ellect. M. (le llartwig rejoined that another objection to joint action 
was that the two Powers had i ot got the customs us a whole plcdsed to them jointly, 
though hetween them they held a lien on the customs revenues of the whole Umpire, 
and this seemed to him to make a joint demarche somewhat illosieal. However, as I 
pressed the point, he said he would not refuse to make a joint verbal representation 
should his Govermnenli agree to the iiroposal. 

I venture to think that M. do llartwig's arguments eontained a gooil deal of force. 
Under her hoan .Igreements iiussia is empowered, in case the interest falls into arrear, 
to her.scif collect tlie customs receipts assigned for llic service of her loans, and t' e 
security she possesses is thus so absolute that she cannot well pretend to be anxious 
about it. Our position, however, is (|ui(e different, inasmuch as we arc not entitled to 
encash the revenues of the customs assigned to us, and the effect is seen in the fact that 
(he interest on the .liiulo-Indian Iman of 1003 4 for 1005-0 was paid eleven months in 
arri ar, and that for IOOti-7, due on the 4ih instant, is again overdue, while the sinking 
fund for both periods also remains unpaid. I'his very tael, combined with the failure of 
the Persian (tovernment to gl'e a reply to ns re.specting the condition we attach to the 
suspen.sion of tlie sinking fuinl, seems, liowever, to me to oiler the opportunity for 
making our position secure against the possibility ol the Persian Government udmitling 
the interference of a lliird Power in Per.sian financial matters by giving a lien on tlie 
eu'toms of the south. I tlierefore ventured to suggest in my telegram No. !a(i of the 
.31st .March timi 1 .should lie iiiitlioiiiicd to send in a note to the Persian Government 
staling tlial in tlie above-mentiuned eireiim.stunees no discussion of liie eoiiditiuiis 
atlaebed to our assent to tlie siispen.sion of Hie sinking fund will he admitted hy His 
Mnje.sty’s Governmeiil. 

It appears to me H at liy making a communicnlion in this sense we shall be in a 
position at h a.-l as strong as that ol Russia, and that we have more grounds for making 
it, for, although, like ourselves, Russia has received no reply ns to tlie suspension of the 
sinking fund, noi any payment on Hint nceouiit, she was, if she so desired, always in a 
position to attach Hie si.ms due on eapital account, wliieli wo were not, unless we had 
witlilield the payments due hy the liido-Kuropcan Telegraph Department, a step 
whieli 1 would strongly deprecate as endiingering the renewal of the Telegraph 
(foneessions. 

There is not, so far as I am able to see, tlie smallest probability that the Persian 
Government will be able to make any payments to us in the immediate future. .Almost 
tile whole of tlie antieipnted royalties for 11)11 from the Caspian Sea fisheries have 
alieady been paid over to Hie Persian Governmeiit, and no doubt are already expended, 
and only a very small balance—less, M. O.slrogradsky informs me, than (5,(100/.—remains. 
The revenues from (ho eiistoins are apprupiialed ten times over, and, cxce|it from 
Khoiinsan and Keistan. scarcely anything is convng in on accounf of inlernal 
taxation. 

'I'lie need for sending in (he eonimuniention which I have ventured to urge on your 
eoiisiderati.iii is tlierefore not pressing, unle.ss, indeed, I slioiild receive a reply on the 
siiliieet of Hie susjien.sion of Hie sinking fund, ol which 1 sliould of course apprise you by 
telegrapli. 

I liave, vke. 

(Signed) CHARDKS M. MAH DING. 


1159891 No. 101, 

Mr, Mnrlitnj to iSir Etltnirtl Orvij, —{lirceired Mill/ 11.) 

(No.Od.) 

Sir. Tflirtin, Ajiril 23, IDOS. 

UXPliPiII'iNCK ill the Ivast has tuiiglil me Hint, vvhcuu foreign liOgationconveys 
to the (iovei'iiineiit of the country its satisfaction at the eondiiet of any jiarticular 
ollieial, such action frei|uenHy liriiigs Hie individual whom it is meant to serve under 
suspicion of being too friendly with foreigners and may prove a disservice to him. 

This ivlleetion occurred to me when I received your lelegmm No. 715 of the 
2n(l ultimo, instrueling me to convey the thanks of His .Maje.sty’s Government to the 
Persian Government for the helpful eondnet of the Ivliaiiof Hander Rig in theenpture 
of Hie pirates of Ha.vyir, and 1 tlierefore telegraphed to His .Majesty’s Consul-General 
at P.nshire imiuiring Ids views on the matter. I'roin Major Cox’s reply it appears 
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tliat the Khan is not very desirous that a recommendation in his favour should bo 
made to tlie Persian Governiueul, but would prefer to be allowed to hope that he can 
emmt on our good offices in case he should need them in the future. 

In those circumstances I think that the matter may he left there. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 


[15990] -No. 105. 

Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 11.) 

(No. 93.) 

Pir, Tehran, April 23,1908. 

IN anticipation of receiving your authority to make an attempt, as suggested in 
niv despatch No. 207 of the (5th Depomber, 1907, to obtain control of the Ahwaz- 
Borasjun telegraph wire, I have on several occasions during the winter, when the line 
was broken down, urged on the Minister for Foreign Affairs the necessity of imtting 
it in proiier order. His Excellency, as usual, was lavish of promises, and even 
went so far on one occasion as to say that he had requested the Persian Telegraph 
Administration, if unable to take the neee.ssary measures itself, to consult the Director 
ol' the Indo-European Telegraph Department on the subject. Mr. Barker, however, 
h' uixl nothing about the matter from the Persians, and as 1 had seen from the 
C'cifulcntial print that the matter was still under discussion in London 1 did not feel 
justified in pushing the matter further. 

AVith the return of line weather the line will proliably be kc]it in some sort of 
working order, and no reasonable opportunity for again opening the question on the 
score of the bad condition of the line is likely to arise. In tlie.se circumstances I 
propose, for the present, to make no further move, c.xcept under your instructions. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES M. .MARLING. 


[15992] No- Ibb- 

•t/r. Marling In Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May H.) 

(No. 9.0.) 

.Sir, Tehran, April 23, 1908. 

THE inciqiaoity of the Persian Government to maintain any semblance ot 
authority over the tribes in Norlbern .Azerbaijan is likely to involve them in a 
disagri-eahle dispute with Russia. 

For months past Hie Russian liCgatioii has been urging the Persian Government 
to remove a number of Persian trihcsiuen who had settled down and taken possession 
of the tongue of Russian territory, about the latitude of Lenkoran, which projects 
some little distance westwards beyond the general direction of the frontier. .Across 
Hie base of this tongue runs a track which, with the permission of Russia, was much 
Used hy Persian tribes passing north and south, who, taking advantage of the eom- 
plaisaiiee of Russia, hy degrees began to settle on tlie adjacent land, while the Persian 
hi:-al aiifhorities even posted pickets at either enil of the track. The Persian Govern¬ 
ment. as usual, did nothing in reply to M. do llartwig's protests, who was at last 
obliged to inform them that Russia would take her own meaiui to safeguard her frontier. 
.\ceordingly, a small force was sent hy the Viceroy of Hie Caucasus to |iatrol the 
whole frontier in these regions, and some days ago a small party, under the comiiiand 
of a Captain, was attacked by Pei-siaus of the Shahseveu tribe on Russian territory 
near Halasevar. The Captain and one private were killed, and two or three other 
Russians wounded. 

In reply to M. de Uartwig’s demand for reparation and the punishtneut of the 
offenders, the Persian Governmeiit have iiromised to send troojis which are to bo 
collected from the tribes near Tabrecz and Ardebil. 'I'lic Russian -Minister, conscious 
that great delay must ensue before any force can be got together, is extremely 
dissatisfied, and'will probably advise his Government to take measures themselves. 

[1580] 2 U 
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'I'hfi whole of these districts appear to he in a lamentable condition, and reports 
have reached Tehran that Ardehil itself has laicn attacked and partly plundered by 
marauding tribesmen. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) ClIAliLKS M. HAULING. 


[15993] No. ir,7. 

Mr. Marliiifj to Sir Edirartt Grey. — {tieceireit May 11.) 

(No. Dfi.) 

Sir, Tehruu, April 23, 1008. 

1 HAVIC ihe h(UMur lo iraimmit liercwiili tlic iiaual montlily summary of events 
in Persia for the insi four wt ckn, in vvliich u brief account of Iho proceedings of Iho 
Pernian Nalionat AHHCinbly ban been embodied. 

I liavft, &c. 

(Signed) CIIAHLKS Af. itARIAXG. 


IncloKure in No. 107. 

No. 1 .—Monthly Sutnnutry of Evenlg in Eersiu. 


The iSiational Assemhly. 

TMI5 presidency of the .Assembly, to which Mukliber-iiUAfulk was oleeied after 
the forced rt situation of Mbtcsham-cs-Sulinneh, was not accepted by the former, and 
Mointaz^ed-Dowlcli was olected to the presidency on the 4th April. The new President 
is a brother of the Persian Minister in Paris, and was Private Secretary to the Ain-ed- 
Dowleli while that Prince was Prime .Minister during 1001 and 1905. lie speaks 
French very well and was for .some time in the Foreign OlUce. Ilia election was 
decided upon hy the predominant 'rahreezi party in the Assembly in order to be assured 
of a IVcsidciit svho would not show that independence which made the EhlcHham-cs- 
tSullaiich so unpopular. It was even suggosted by Tnki Ziuleb that a new President 
sboidil be elected every throe months, but the motion was not ])ushcd to a division. 

On the 7th April, two Uussian siihjectvs and four others of Persian nationality, were 
arbitrarily arrested at their homes by the Chief of Police, in pursuance of the orders of 
Amir Moaw.am ((Jovernor of Tehran), for alleged complicity in the bomh outrage of the 
28lh February. Considerable excitement immediately ensued in oonHeiiuencc of a 
movement on the part of the Enjumcn in protest against what they considered a 
violation of tlie Conslitulion of the 8th Octoher, 1907, providing inviolability of 
domicile ami for arrests hy warr.int, (See .Mr. Marling’s despatch No. 242 of the 
7lh Novemlmr, 1907, Articles 9, 10, and 13 of ('uiistitiition). A large number of 
members of the numerous Kujuinen crowded to the Assembly and Courts ol .lustice 
donuinding the trial of ilic (lovcrnor of relnau and the Chief of Police. Matters came 
lo u head on the I2th April, uhen the Shah refused to allow the Governor to he tried. 
Toe l^rimc Minisler was, at the Name time, severely censured hy the Shah for allowing 
tilings to come to such a pass, and the whole ('aliinct thereupon resigned. It \va.s 
eventually agreed that llic two oilending olHcials should be tried at the Ministry of War 
iu tile presence of the Cabinet Ministers, who in the meantime hail withdrawn tucir 
resigimtions, representatives of the Assembly and the Knjinncn. In support of the 
Governm’s action a document was jiroduced purporting to have been addressed by 
Ehtesham-es-Sultaneh in November last to ilio Ministry of that day saying that the 
As-seiiibly had unanimously decided that, until such time as laws had been drawn up and 
passed, “the re;;iine formerly in vogue” should continue to he observed by the Govern¬ 
ment. ‘I'liis paper, of whicii the e.\istenee is said to have been unknown to the 
Assembly, gave iInc to much discussion. The Governor and Chief of Police were, 
eventually, tound guilty of violating the Constitiilion, which both admitted nut having 
lead, and a noininu) sentence was pas>ed upon them During the trial it was shown 
that the Governor of 'rehraii had acted on the .Shah s orders, ami it is quite evident to 
the public ihul the Shah wished to see how far he could press the Popular lutrty, under 
tlie impression, no doubt, that it had been weakened by the Ehte>hain-cS‘SuUuncirs 
policy, 'fhe result has, however, shown Uial the Popular parly Is us strong as ever. 


On Tuesday, the 2l8t April, the whole Cabinet attended at the Flouse to he 
mtorpellalcd on the following subjects of public interest 

Incident on the Russian frontier at Halasovar. 

Ilenjam-Bundar Abbas telegraph line. 

Brutal executions ai Kcrmuusliah. 

Appointment of Serdar Afklmni as Governor of Kurdistan. 

Enforcing of laws passed by the Assembly. 

Mint contracts, and propo.sed farming of mint. 

The Cabinet .Ministers were subjected to a searching cro8.s-examiimtion by 'I’aki 
Zadeh, Assndulhiii Mirza, and other piomineni Deputies. The proceedings, which were 
watched from the strangers’ room by Mr. Churchill, were conducted throughout with 
rcninrkuhle regularity, and all the Ministers who replied to inlerpcllations displayed a 
marked sense of re.sponsihility lo the House, while the Deputies all agreed that undue 
intcrfcreiiee in thcii iliscrciionary iiowers was to be strongly deprecated. 

General News, 

Ehtesham-cs-Siiltanch left suddenly for Europe on the 3rd April. 

Tlie trial of the iiersons accused of the murder of the Parsec merclmnt, Erbab 
Fereidooii, has been going on for some time at the CourtvS of .lustice. Tlic proceedings 
are ]}uhlic, and arc leiiortcd fully in a special newspaper called the Mohakaniat.” 
Home of the prisoners nave confessed their guilt, and it is quite clear tlint their object 
was common robbery, and not in any way political as was at first .surmised, 'fbe chief 
priests will eventually be a.skcd to deliver judgment. 

'I’hc Zil-c.s-Sultan, after remaining about a fortnight at Isjialmn, is now proceeding 
leisurely to Sliiraz. 

M. I’ricm has at last left Tehran for liurope. 

'I'hc two Hussian subject.s who were arre.sted on a charge of alleged complicity 
in the bomb outrage have been set at liberty. The trial of the remaining persons 
under arrest is in progress, hut so far the ciiargc has not been brought home to them. 

Prince Farman Fnrma has rc.signcd the Governorship of Azerbaijan, and is now on 
bis way to ’relirau. The Minister of ICducatiuii, Mukiiber-cs-Hullanch, was at first 
designated to succeed him, but has nut finally accepted the post. 

'fhe Cabinet remains the same ns reported in last summary. 

(Signed) G. P. CnURClIILL, 

Oriental Secretary. 

Tehran, April 22, 1908. 


Tabreez. 

During .March Tabreez and its immediate surroundings remained quiet. In the 
town itself the new Chief of Police, a lending member of the Loeal Assembly, has 
raised a very smart-Iuoking body of policemen, who are dressed in uniform, and each 
carries a rifle and fifty cartridges. The streets arc patrolled by lliem day and night. 
Government allows 3,000 tomans for their expenses. 

'Pile Ardcbil district was in March in a disturbed condition, 'riie Hlialiscvcn tribes 
were pillaging the villages, and a party of them raided Ardehil, where they robbed 
some fifty houses, killing some of the inmates. The Governor, Rasbid-ul-.Mulk, fled to 
Tabreez. 

Ueports from the north-east corner of Azerbaijan state that a conflict has occurred 
between Per.sian tribesmen and Russian troops. A Russian otfioer and some men are 
reported lo have been killed, and the custom-house at Bnlnsovnr is reported to have 
been burnt by the Hussians. Accounts arc, however, conflicting ns to the actual facts. 
The Foreign Minister was intcr|>e]Inicd on the subject on the 2l8t instant by the 
As.scmbly, and asked them to await the result of further inquiries. 

Kum. 

A demonstration has been made by the people of Kum against the levy of tolls by 
Messrs. Ij>i\ch on the Kum-Sultanabad road, and they actually wrecked a tolMiouso 
outside Kum. ills Majesty's Legation lias communicated on the subject with Hcycd 
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/iMlullnh Mujlehcd, who sent strongly-wonlcd telegrams to the clergy of Kum depre¬ 
cating their action, anti pointing out that Messrs. Lynch were acting in strict accord 
witli an Arrangement concluded with the Central Government. 

Tleshi. 

Zahir-cd-Powlch, the new Governor-General of Ghilan, arrived at Uc<ht on the 
lOtli Marclj. He informed the mcinl»er8 of the Local Assembly that he was there to 
maintain order, and tliat they were subject to the law as well ns other people. A few 
days later he visited Eniseli, where he appointed his son G»)vernor. 'fhence he went to 
Talish to try and reconcile the inhabitants of that place to their Khan and to collect 
arrears of revenue. 

Astrabad. 

The Governor luis been displaying great energy, and appears to have etfectivcly 
quieted the Turcoman tribes. A photograph has reached Tehran of about seventy 
irregular horsemen, each uith the hcu<l a Turconiun at the end of his lance. 


Mesbrd. 

1. Meshed continues (juicU hut in the province murders appeals to he on the 
increase. 

2. In tile second week in April the Local Assembly was ilie scene of a j-erious riot. 
Ai I tie alleged instigation of some of its membem, the sohlier.s, who hud appealed against 
the l•obllel•y of their pay, heat a popular reformer. U appears that lliis individual was 
urging a fresh election on more popular lines, hut the present members wiMted to be 
re-eleeled in a body. Trouble is said to be likely to result from Ibis circumstance. 

Tnrbiit-i-l loi/deri. 

1. (.’aptain Tyass lias sent six of his Cossacks and one non-commissione<l oflicer back 
to KiiHsia for insubordination. 

2. Tile diiitrict is still witliout a Governor but is i|uicl. 

From Knrc>: it is roportcil that, as llie Xatioiml Asflombly has decided that the 
sowars of the sanitary cordon postal line should be paid by Russia, three of the pinsts 
liave been abolished. 

JspilfKlU. 

1. 'riie Zil-es-Siiliaii, who arrived at Ispahan cn ronlr to .Shinuc on the 2 lth .March, 
having remained there longer than twenty-four bour.s, a demonstration liostile to him 
look plaee. 'riuMleuionstrators wore attacked by stildiers and others and some looting 
look jdace. The Zil eventually left Ispahan for Sitirax. on the ISth April. 

2. 1 lis Majesty’s Acting (•onsul-General reports tliat wliile at Ispahan the Zil received 
the visits of nearly al! the ])er.sons who were responsible tor his dismissal la.st year from 
Upahan, inchnliiig Aglia .’S'ejeli. The Zil remarked to some friends that he had spent 
about 7,OUO/. ill his preparation to go t<i Sliiraz hut would now he glad to give 2,000L 
not to go 

Sfislnii. 

1. It is nolewortliy lhai earavans plying hetween Herat ami Quetta show ndisposi- 
thm to use the Nushui route instead of the direct one. 'Hie reasons given for avoiding 
the .\fghau route are danger from robbers and the internal transit dues levied in 
Afghanistan. 

2. Hr. Kosmiusky's iuterprotcr has been holding '* rozeli khanis”at Biijiiiul which 
have been attended by the Neih Kiirguzar ami about lOU other.s, 

d. The Shaukat-iil-Mulk asked Mr. Howsun to transmit telegrams for him to Tehran. 
He intimated at the same time that the lleshmet-ul-.Miilk was intriguing again tor the 
governor.ship. .Major Kemiion told Mr. How.sou to transmit telegrams should the 
Sliaukiii uisli to send any. 

AVram/i. 

Kcinmn still 1ms no Governor and the opposing factions semi contlicting teleiirams 
to 'reliran in the hope of gelling some one they approve of appointed. 


Kermanshuh, 

1. His Majesty’s Consul returned to Kermanshah from Kosr-i Shirin on the 2l8t 
March. 

2. A report having reached Tehran that the Deputy Governor of Kermanshah bad 
been responsible for some brutal executions without proper trial, the Minister of the 
Interior was interpellated on tlic subject on the 21st instant. He replied that as soon as 
the news reached him ho had ordered the Deputy Governor to come to Tehran to be tried. 


Kurdistan. 

Sakat-ul-Mulk, the Governor, having resigned, the Minister of the Interior appointed 
Serdar Afkham to succeed him. 'I'he appointment is, however, very impopnlnr as he is 
suspected of sirong Reactionary tendencies. 

Shiraz. 

1. Since the middle of Marcli Shiraz has been abnormally cjuiet. .Many prominent 
individuals have received threatening letters, hut no act of violence is reported. Though 
the bazaars arc open, trade remains at a standstill. The news of the appointment oftho 
Zil-cs-Sultan as Governor-General of Pars was well received by almost ail sections. 

2. On the Bushire road three robberies occurred during March, and the road guards 
were reported to be extorting money from travellers. On the Ispnlian road one robbery 
occurred between Shiraz and Zurguii. 

3. Mr. Bill, who will oHiciate at Shiraz after Mr. Orahame’s departure, arrived at 
Shiraz on the 18th April. 

Persian Gulp. 

Uushire. 

1. Muleteers have again begun to use the Sliif route to the north. This is said to 
be due to the excessive rates for forage, &c„ charged by the Khan of Chakuta. The 
latter, not wishing to lose his income, tried to forcibly prevent muleteers using the 
Shit route. This led to a seufllc with the men of Ahmed Khan Anguli, wlio profits by 
the levy of illegal tolls wlien the Sliif route is used. Representations are being made by 
the Legation on the subject. 

2. Captain M. F. White, I.M.S., arrived on the 4th Marcli, and assumed charge of 
his duties as Mobile Assistant to the Chief Quarantine Ollicer. 

3. On the 27th March the Deputy-Governor showed the Residency Munshi a 
telegram from the Accountant in charge of the revenue accounts at ’I'eliran to the ctfect 
that the govcinorship of the Gulf ports, including Chnrhar, Hhib Kuh, and Dilem, tor 
the next year, had been intrusted to the Darya Beggi. 

■L Considerable feeling was aroused in tlio Armenian community by the action of 
the German Consul in causing the Deputy-Governor to have an Armenian Customs 
elerk severely beaten on what seemed to be rather insuflicient grounds. 

Bunder Abbas. 

1. Haiji Mirza Alidul Mohammed, editor of the Cairo ** Chchra Nema,” arrived 
trom Lingah on the 2nd March, lie delivered an address to the Local Assembly on 
educational matter.s. 

2. The caravan routes were again disturlicd during the latter half of February, and 
the loads of two donkeys belonging to the relieved Consular escort from Kerman were 
robbed near Baglm. Mis Miijesty’s Consul was taking steps to recover the stolen 
properly. 

fjiiujah. 

The quarantine doctor al Idngali reports that on the 22nd February the Russian 
Consular Agent boarded the Ode.ssa Company's steam-ship **Kuphrates" before the 
doctor had completed his examination, in spite of the protest of the quarantine forra.Hh. 
The Residency Surgeon, as Chief Quarantine Autliority, lias addressed the Russian 
Consul at Bunder Abbas on the subject. 

[iij80] 2 I 
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yfohtnnmernh. 

1. M. Leleux, Inspeclor-(?cnvriil of Customs, has expressed the intention of putting 
in force the Articles of the “ RC'glemenl Mgal ” not previously in force here: he stated 
he would make concessions to facilitate trade. The Sheikh has warned him that 
changes arc dangerous and that he (the Sheikh) is head of the Customs 

2. Herr Kurt Jung, German Commercial Delegate, visited Mohammerah in the last 
week of .March, lie left later for Bussorah. 

.3. A Turkish corvette has visited Foilich. This is reported upon fully in a separate 
despatch. 

(Signed) C. B. STOKISS. 

MUitary Attache. 


ri5994] No. IBS. 

Mr. Marling to Sir Kdward Greg.—{Received Mau 11.) 

(No. 97.) 

Sir, Tehran^ April 23,1908. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch and its inclosurea 
addressed to the Government of India by His Majesty’s llcsident in the Persian Gulf 
respecting the wishes of the Sheikh oi Mohammerah and the Bakhtiari Khans for nearer 
retations with us. 

It would seem from these papers that both Sardar Arfa and the Khans have been 
led to make advances to us from similar motives, vi;;., apprehension that their pre.sent 
position of sGmi-indc])cn(Icncc may he threatened; either from within by the change in 
the form of (Joverument in Persia; or from without by direct aggressiim on li»e part of 
the Turks. As regards the former cause it .seems to me probable that these Chiefs have 
bccMi unduly impressed with the blatant talk of the Tehran press, whicli is given to 
discussing, in wluit, considering the hopeless impotence of the Central Government, are 
ludicrously confident terms, what liie sovereign ;V.sscmhly of Persia will do. \Vhat 
seems excite most appreh< iision is the prospect that the struggle between the Shah 
an<l the relbrm parly "ill end in the triumph of the latter, 'fluit such will he the iasue 
i>. I think, the opinion of most competent ohscrvcr.s, but considering the inaptitude 
which the Asscinhly Im.s hitherto shown for repre.scntaiive Government tliere seems to 
he little prospect that any Administration is likely to he found in Persia, for many years 
to come, strong eiioiigli to attempt to attack the present position of the semi- 
independent irihutarv lril»es. On the conlrarv, it aijjmars to me more than probable 
that the task of governing those parts of IV*rsin, nominally dircctlv administered from 
Tehriin, will so tux tin-energies of the Ministers that they will he only too glad not 
to have to interfere wherever there is a local niilhority capithle of maintaining a 
reasonable degree of onler. In these circumstances I am inclineil to think tiiat the 
Slieikli of Moliamnnwah may consider his position as fairly well assured for a good many 
U‘ars to come withnnl any'special gimmntees from ns, and it U for the Bakhtiaris to 
secure tlicmselves in like manner hy putting (heir Imuse in ord r and giving no pret« xt 
lor attempted interlereiiee in iheirnllairs from Tehran. 

In any ca>e, I presume, tlmt we can scarcely make any reply such as would 
encourage the Uakhiiari Khans and Sheikh ICha/.a) to believe tlmt we favour any 
agreement between iliem aimed at llieir eventual independence. Such a step would 
scarcely ho iti ac<iordauce with tlie spirit of our recent undertaking to respect the 
integrity of Persia. 

As regards ilie second point, i.v., tlic apprcltension of attack from the 'I'urks, 1 
undciMund from your despatch Xo. 21 of llie 2oth Fohrimry last, that His Majesty’s 
Government consider our inlercsls in South-Western Persia arc of sutHcicnt importance 
to warrant ns iti taking steps to prevent any serious disturbance ol the status quo, and 
I venture to think that some general a.s8uranccH of (his nature would Htiihce to allay 
local apprcltension. Such iissiirauces could not he resented by the Persian Government, 
nor do 1 believe that Hiis.sia, to judge from her pre.sent altitude, would take any 
exception to them. 

They would also, it .seems to me, be sutlicieut to banish Shcikli Khazal’s 
temptation to look towards the (lerinaus rather than to ourselves; a contingency which 
Mi\jur Gox appears to think not impoHsiblc. 

In conclusion I would venture the opinion ihiu Sheikh Kimzal is very much 
mistukeu in his estimate of the power of the Russian lA^gation at Tehran at present, iii 


the press it has little influence; otherwise it would not be so constantly the object of 
attack ; nor do 1 sec any reastm wh\ it should use any influence it may have to inspire 
attacks against Sheikh Kimzal. 

T have, &c. 

(Signed) CITABLES M. MAUEING. 


Iiiclosure 1 in No. IGS. 

Major Cox to .\fr. Marling. 

(No. 4k) 

Bustiire, i\/arc/( 22, BIOS. 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for your information, a copy of the letter which I 
have addressed to the Government of India regarding the aspirations of the Bakhtiari 
Khans and the Sheikh of Mohammerah in the tlirection of closer relations with us. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. Z. COX, Major, British Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, and His Britannic 
Majestg*s Consul..General for Pars, 5;c. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 168. 

Major Cox to Government of India. 

gir^ Bushire, March 22, 1908. 

’ I HAVE the honour to forward for information and such consideration as may be 
possible, copies of tlie undermentioned papers :— 

(1.) A Memorandum giving details of an interview hetwoen myself, accompimicd by 
Mr. Consul McDouall, and Sheikh Khazal, of Mohammerah, on the 7th January last. 

(2.) A letter dated tin; 3rd February last, received from His Britannic Majesty’s 
Vice-Consul, Ahwaz, in which the latter reports the puriinrt of a conversation which 
ho recently had with the Bakhtiari Khans Sulnr-i-Arfa and Shahab-es-Snllnncli. 

The Sheikli of .Mohammerah asked me to await receipt of the Memorandum of State 
expenditure which he was preparing, Itclbrc taking sirecial actiou on his representations, 
and when the summary of tlie said document reached Busliirc I was away on tour; 
meanwhile Captain liorimer’s Report also reached me. 

2. In connection with the above mentioned papers I beg to refer tj, and to cjuotc 
for facility of reference, a Memorandum recorded l>y Sir Imuis Dane at the time of the 
lour made hy his ICxcelloncy Lord Curzon and Sir Arthur Ilardingc to the Persian Gulf 
in the winter of 1903. The passage I refer to runs as follows (vide inclosure to Foreign 
Dcpaitmenl letter, dated the Ul March, 1904):— 

** Tiic <[Ucstion of increasing our itilluence in the Lur and Bakhtiari country . . . . 
and of strengthening the trilies in Soutli-wcstern Persia, so as to enable them to hold 
tlieir own in tlie event ot n collnpHC of the central power or trouble in Soutli-wc^tern 
Persia was di.scuH<ed on several occasions by liis ICxcellcncy with Sir Arthur Hurdinge. 
.... It was recognized that onr future action in South-wc-stern Persia must largely 
depend on the extent to which we could strengthen and utilize htith tribes and tlie tribes 
of Arahistan, who under the Sheikh of Mohammerah arc in much the same position." 

:j. It will he seen trom my present inclosurcs that practically simultaneously, 
though independently, tlie Chiefs of tlie Baklitiaris and of tlic Arab tribes of Arahistan 
respectively have become ajiprehensive ns to their future and convinced that their 
interests lie in utiion among themselves, if possiMe under our rogis. 

The Sheikh of Moliammeraii, encouraged no doubt by the understanding at whicli 
his lulus Achates Sheikh Mubarck has arrived at with us, presses foriiii assurance that his 
lineal heirs will be maintained in tlie enjoyment of their present patrimony, and will he 
rcasuimbly safeguarded against the curtailment of tlieir present semi-independent 
position and powers by the Central Government. As arguments in support of his rights 
or strong claims to such treatment Sheikh Khazal adduces the fact that ever hinco his 
accession the Central Government have obliged him to meet from pi ivate funds very 
heavy expenditure which should properly have fnllcu ou the Govoriiment Exclicqucr, and 
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tlifit now durinf^ the current ^ruren-Persion crisis t!ie Central Government have left him 
absolutely to take care of himself in the best way he can, in fact, have neither the 
means nor the ])ower to do anythin" to help him in the event ot his territory being 
invaded by 'rurkish troops. In this respect he is in a measure comforted by his confi¬ 
dence in Great ilritaiu to prevent any attack upon him by sea, but in the event of an 
invasion from the land aide he feels that he would be placed in a very serious position, 
seeing that he possesses no artillery or large supply of ammunition. 

In return for such assurances from us ns his heart desires he expresses his readiness 
to bind himself to us in any way which may seem to ns feasible. 

The IJaklitiaris intimate that, prompted by the common sentiments of self-preserva¬ 
tion, they contemplate allying themselves with the Sheikh of Mohammerah, and in the 
hope of thus maintaining a position of .semi or practical independence they arc anxious 
to enter into a secret understanding with the British Government. 

1 do not feel that I can .safely or usefully olTer much comment upon their respective 
representations, as in such a (ptestion my field of vision is too confined to allow me to see 
the niiitter in the right peispoclive. I can only say ns a local olficer that it seems to 
me that having by the terms of our Convention with Russia left the region alTccted in the 
neutral zone and exposed to German enterprise, it is t)f tlie utmost importance to 
our interests to counteract the ilisndvantages of that circumstance ns far as possible and 
without delay by strengthening our hold as much as we can upon the Chiefs of South • 
western Rersia hefore the opportunity to d«> so pas.scs out ol our control. 

As far as the Sheikh of .Mohammerah is concerned 1 believe him to he primarily 
({uitc siiutcre in his protestations that his interests and Itopes are centred in us. Never- 
thele.ss ho is mainly prompted by the ilicUites of self-preservation, and should there be 
failure on our part to dispel his apprehensions, it is as well to remember that he is 
likely to lie greatly inlluenced by his astute henchman and relative, Haji Rais-ut- 
Tiij,jar, who is possessed by no feelings of tradition or sentiment, or by any considertu 
tions other than those of personal nggrandizument and present profit, and would, I doubt 
not, as lief iriirsue his .schemes through Germ rn auspices ns ours if the former were made 
Kiitticicntlv attractive to him and ours were ton lukewarm. 

WTieiber the aspirations of the Sheikh and the Khans can be entertained to any 
degree or not. 1 feel sure that the |)rol)lcm oi which they are factors will have the early 
and interested consideration of the Government. 

duplicate of this letter is heing forwarded to llis Mnje.sty’s Charge d’Allaires, 
Tehran, under my ollicc letter of to-day’s date. 

I havi-, &c. 

(Signed) 1’. Z. COX, Major, Political Rcsiilail iu 
the Persian Outf. 


Inclosnrc tt in .\o. 1(W. 

,M ic.Mon.vXDl'M by Major Cox regarding an interview which toijk place between the 
Slieikh Khazal oi' .Mohammerah and the Otliciating I’olitical Resident in the 
I’cr.-ian Gulf, dated .lamiary Tth, I'JUS. 

A'l' my last visit to Mohammerah on the liith December, 11107, in connection with 
the delivery to the Slieikli of the llumaidi pirates. Sheikh KImzal, who in the course of 
our discus-ion regarding tlie punishment of the outlaws, had incidentally shown that he 
heard of a recent agreement, with Sheikh Mulmrek, intormed me as 1 was leaving that ho 
had urgent giounds for wishing to discuss his atliiirs gencrallv with me, and begged mo to 
pay him a leisurely vi.-it at an early date for the purpose. I did so on the 7th .lannary, 
and having gone there tor this expre.ss purpose, 1 took .such previous papers as were 
necessary with me. .Mr. MeDmmll was present with me. Sheikh Khazal having in the 
first instance led me to think that he needed more definite support orassurances troin us, 
1 read him out the purport id’Sir .Arthur llardinge’s letters ot the 7th Decemher, 
and the 21th Deeemlier, IHtlb, and then imiuired what further he needed. Slieikh 
Kluizal replied that the assurances iu-t referred to were all right so tar as they went and 
at the epoch at which they were given, but that the outhmk had much cl.anged and 
developed since Ulil.'l, and that he coidd not but r. gard the near future with the gr. aic-t 
apprehen-ion. It wa- the ailveut ol the " yiajlis’* and the so-called coustitutioi.al 
Govei’iimeiit whieii had changi'd the aspect ot tlie future so much, tliicot two things 
must soon happen, either the Shah or the .Majlis innst be eliminated. It the probability 


was that the Shah would be able to Biippresa the Majlis, ns there was no doubt he would 
like to do, and it there was to be a return to absolute Government, then he would not 
be so apprehensive, for he was fortified by the assurance which we had given him to 
afford him our good offices and support with the Central Government, and, as long as ho 
remained faithful to the Shah and followed our advice, to protect him against attack by 
water under any pretext. But it now appeared to him and his advisers, either that the 
Majlis would get the upper hand of the Shah and that the latter would liecome a mere 
puppet in their hands, or else that the Majlis woiild break up and that a general 
upheaval would supervene, which would prompt or oblige foreign Powers to interfer, and 
that a scramble would result. In either eventuality he felt that he would be in great 
jeopardy. We repeated to bim the purport of a recent telegram to the effect that 
Russia and England had specifically undertaken to respect the integrity of Persia, and 
asked what he especially fears from the Majlis or from constitutional government. ^He 
replied that the Alajlis and the now free press had always been hostile to him. The 
papers had been repeatedly attacking him lately for everything he did. Thus he had 
l>ecn attacked for the Beni Truf expedition and for his friendship with Sheikh Mubarek. 
He knew that the Russians, who were all-powerful in Tehran in the way of pulling 
strings, were hostile to him and fostered these attacks, and he believed that 
the first thing that the constitutional . Government would do under the pretext 
of reform would be to attempt to clip his wings and to intrench further upon 
his hereditary and established rights. Something in that direction was hound to 
happen, and it was of vital importance to him to know in the event ot (1) the break 
up of Persia, or (2) the attempt of the Majlis to reduce him to nothing, what the 
policy of His Majesty’s Government would be, and how tar they could reassure him now.' 
He begged that we would consider the question of giving him a writing, assuring him 
(1) that we would to the utmost of our power prevent his ahsorption hy any other 
Power, and that he and his children a mild he maintained in the enjoyment of their 
patrimony; (2) that just as we had hitherto undertaken to protect ilohammerah from 
attack by a foreign Power (whatever pretext for such action be alleged), and also that 
we would continue to give him our support and good offices so long ns he rcmuineil 
faithful to the Shah and acted in accordance with our advice, similarly wc would now 
extend that undertaking and promise him immunity against tlie inroads of the iMajlis 
upon his powers. He expressed the conviction that his salvation lay in torming 
connections with one of the great European nations, and that among those nations his 
interests and ideas were identical with those of Great Britain and not vyith those of any 
other Poner, and that in return for such fresh assurances ns those indicated he was 
prepared to take upon himself obligations to the British Government in any terms that 
they might think advisable. 

'The Sheikh then went on to speak of the Turko-Persian question, complaining that 
although the Central Government sought to curtail his powers and independence, they 
left him, in an urgent matter like this, in the dark and in the lurch, and without special 
funds. {Vide Residency telegram dated 18lh January, 1908.) 

He enlarged on this fact, and went on to speak of the enormous extra expenditure 
that he had been put to hy the Persian Government in connection with measures of 
government which should properly fall on the Government Exchequer. He begged leave 
to have prepared and to place before me, for the confidential information of Government, a 
statement of such expenditure which he had incurred. Ho concluded with the promise 
to have this drawn up as soon as possible, but it was not received by me until the end oi 
Kehruary. 

(Signed) P. Z. COX, Major, Political Resident in 
the Persian Gulf. 
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IncIuBurc 4 in No. 16S. 

Statkji laJT of the chief expenses of the Government of the Shatt-el-Arab and the 
Kanin, from the accession of Sheikh Khoaal Khan, 1315, to the end of 1825 Hijra 
{.Tune to January 1(108 inclusive), eleven years. 


1. Kx|)oiu«GvH on (Ilf Sliatl<uUArab,inolu<iiiiK»^il)>n(»«f Slieikhn, 
jri»ni'<l-j'‘>.'«t«. jiftlrols, bfUftms, and q Ifw rllleH. 

Kraus. j 

2.HU,8R0 

£ 

46.863 

2. on Ktinm: Salary of Naib*el-Ilul<nrna, at Ahwnz; 

!4aiarif> of iiawi .Shoiklirt and othor Ihiadmon, gnard- 
un Karuii and nt Felahioh, .'(owarx, cartridges, also 
tiN'aiiifr i.>\|icuiics wtiun Sheikh Khn/al is on the Karun .. 

4,S42,tti5 

03,131 

3. in i'<iiinfftioii with Ilawija niid Ih'tii Tnif, including 

•uilarifH of SlicikliR. two exiaiditiDiis. cotupennation for 
horiSOH kilkNl, carU'idgea, and fltnne riltos 

4,78C,-24-Z 1 

92,043 

4. KxuMfseH Rending lianr^'il with 30U auwars for two immthR 
III 1'.I04 to piviaorve order at and Shushter |)endiiig 

arrival! of 7\zam>eH*SultatHih 

32,000 ' 

1 61.5 

5. Kx()enK4)R in sending lianrjvl with oUO Rowara U> atwist 

Sardar Mukarrem In his exjiodition against Doiokwaiid 

35,000 

673 

Tclegronia for cloven ycara 

80,000 

1.538 

Total 

12,186,017 

234.368 


jVofc liy Mr. .McDouall. 

'fills does nol include such expenses ns entertaining Governor-General, ivhich 
comes to ahout .511,0110 krnns a-yenr, according to llaji Rais, or expenses of hand, or 
Haji Rais' two Missions to Tetirnn. In llaji Jahur's time the Sheikhs received no 
salaries. Sheikli .Misal gave a few small sums, but Sheikh Khazal instituted the present 
systcin. and called iiiion lliem to prevent robbery and piracy and keep the peace. 
Haji Rais now has the wnole aecounts made out in sections from the hooks kept by the 
Sheikh's clerk and himself, hut says prohahly some items are omitted. This is a summary 
of the whole. .\ny sjiecial items could he ohinined if you wished for them ; but Haji 
Rais is leaving on a .Mission to the Rakhliaii al .Mi-i-hid in a few days, Expenses in 
connection with liehhehan Government arc not given. 

(Signed) IV. .IfcllOU.VLU 

Moliiimiitrrah. h'rbruiny 15, KIOS. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 168. 

I'ice-Conxul l.orimer to Major Cox. 

(No. ll.) 

Sir, Cuni/i iVttin, February 3, 11)08. 

1 IIAVI', the honour lo eoinmunicate a proposal propounded by the Salar Arfa’ 
and Shiihah-cs-Sullaneh in their brief interview with me at Maidnn Munaftun on the 
2hrd .lamiary. 

2. I In tliia occasion they made the slartliiig unnouncement that, after due eon- 
aidoration, they found themselves so dissatisfied with the present state of the Persian 
Govermneiit that they were contem)ilating throwing ntV allegiance to it. They had 
entered into negotiations with Sheikh Khazal on the subject, and would have mo 
uiiderstiiud that they hail made some progress in them, and that the Sheikh had 
indicated that he shared their luipiratioiis. It was pro|ioaed to have a personal meeting 
with him, in order lo hring matters lo a practical issue in the form of a Treaty or 
Oonventio.i, and for this piiipose they intended shortly to (lay a visit to Niisiri. 
I'liere they would exchange written undertakings with the Sheikh, which they would 
aak me to guaiaiitce. Their amhilion was lo attain the position of quasi iiidependciil 
I’roieelorates. of which they cited .Muscat and Koweit as examples, and with this end 
in view they were prepared lo accept our sovercigoly, paying their revenues to us and 
putting their popiilalion al onr disposal for military training. They recognized that 
their Agreemenla among themselves lacked stability, and they would look to us to 
enforce on holh sides the observance of their frealy with the Sheikh. 
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3. Previously, and in my absence, the Shaliab had begged ray mirza to gain my 
adherence to their project, and professed the Khans’ willingness to furnish us with all 
signed Agreements. My mirza expressed himself doubtful of my attaching much 
weight lo their signed undertakings, gently reminding the Shaliab tliat the seal on the 
document which he hud handed me at Kima last Slarch was yet scarcely dry. This 
silenced the Sliahah, who did not want the Salar's curiosity aroused regarding that 
episode in his past career. 

4. In the course of the conversation the Salar remarked that they had some 
40,000 subiects capable of hearing arms, but of these only some 10,000 were provided 
with fire-arms. This estimate, I may observe, is the most sane statement of the lighting 
strength of the Baklitiari trihes which I have yet had made to me. The Salar also said 
that some British Representative (Colonel Dougins in 1004 ?) had approached them on 
the subject of raising and training forces in their country. At that time they were 
not prepared lo favour such a step, but that their feelings had undergone a change, 
and Hint now they were anxious for it. I,et us now play up to our proposals. 

5. 1 answered very briefly that I was unable personally to make them any reply, 
but that I would lay their proposals before my Government. I also stated that their 
liroposals appeared to me to involve issues of great magnitude, and of such a nature 
that our engagements with Persia and other Powers would make it very difficult for us to 
accept any part in them. 

6. The .short time at my command and my unwillingness to display too great 
interest in the subversive projects of the Khans, prevented me from attempting to 
draw from them a more detailed siatcment of the precise course of action they have 
in view, and of the means and methods which lliey propose to employ. I can there¬ 
fore only communicate the above precis of whnt passed between us. 'Phis 1 do merely 
for the iiiformatioii of Government. I do not propose to offer any eommciits on a subject 
which stands to be judged on general and not local grounds; but 1 may remark that 
I question ibe probability of Sheikh Khnzal’s committing himself in the way desired 
by the Khiiiis, though he may to gain fugitive objects, discuss the ninttiT with them 
with apparent seriousness. 1 would also point out that, if rejected in their lull scope, 
the avowed desires of the Klians might possibly still be taken advantage of in part, 
us a means of attaining the aims wTiich Govcrnmoiit held in 1901- as regards the 
raising of militia under our control among the Bakhliaris and the tribes ol Western 
Lurislan. 

7. Ill the event of Hie Khans cnirying out their projected visit to Nasiri and 
meeting with the Sheikh, their proposals are likely to be presented to me in a more 
concrete and urgent form by themselves, and possibly by the Sheikh. I. should wish to 
be furnished with instructions regarding the attitude which 1 should observe before 
such a contingency arises. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) U. L. R. KORLMER, Captain. 


[15995] No- 169. 

Mr. .Marliny to Sir Edward Grey.—(^Received May 11.) 

(No. 9.H.) 

i5ir, Tehran, /ipril 23, 1908. 

SINCE the receipt of your telegram No. 78 of the lltli inshint I have been in 
constant uominunicatian with the Russian Minister as to the stops^ to ho taken to 
hroaeh the question of our control over the Meshed—Tehran and Khaf—Nasratahad 
telegraph lines to the I’orsinn Government, and we are agreed that the least friction 
will he caused by leaving the matter entirely in the hands of the Superintendents of 
the two Telegraph Administrations, and con’flniiig ourselves to simidy mentioning the 
arrangement to the Minister for Foreign Allairs as one in which the Legations take 
a very secondary, and certainly no political, interest. 

ilr. Barker is tlisposod to think that by taking this line there is quite a rcasoiiahlo 
elmiiee that the Persian Telegraph Administration will see the matter in the way 
which wo wish, and will raise no difficulty over it. M. dc Hartwig and I are not so 
hopeful, hut we are both agreed that the more aloof the Le^itioiis remain from the 
question the better chance there is that we shall avoid arousing serious opposition to 
the exchange. 

-Mr. Biirker and General lloisler are about to consult as to the nature of the 
eomraunications they will address to the I’ersian Telegraph Administrator. 
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As regards the question wlietiier the Khaf-Seistan section be placed ultimately 
under the eontrol of the Indo-Kuropean Telegraph Department or the Indian Telegraph 
Department, I notice that Ifis Maiesty’s Consul at Seistan, who appears to have been 
consulted hv the Government of India, is strongly in favour of the latter course, on 
the ground’that the Indo-European Telegrajdi Department is tied down in many 
respects by its agreements with the Persian Government. I cannot say whence 
Major Kennion gets this impression, which, so far a.s 1 can learn from Mr. Darker, 
is an entirely erroneous one. It is quite true that the Indo-Euronean lelcgraph 
Department does not accept messages in the Persian language unless they are written 
in Homan characters, and that they refuse all messages of a political nature; this is 
not, however, in con.scqucncc of any arrangement with the Pemiaii Government, hut 
merely as a ])recaution to prevent the Department’s cmployds getting entangled in 
political squabbles wliich do not concern them, and also in pursuance of our general 
|Kilicy to avoid all appearance of interference in internal ailairs. Iwo other points 
that he has raised are that “ log ” messages, i.e., private messages sent gratis as a 
matter of favour, are not allowed liy the Indo-European Telegi'aph Department, and 
that originals of all telegrams are handed over to the Persian Administration. The 
.second of these points, Mr. Barker informs me, is quite inaccurate, and as to the 
former, he assures me that such reasonable facilities for “ log ’’ messages are given as 
an; consistent with common honesty towards the Persian Administration. 

Ills Majesty's Consul-General at Meshed takes precisely the contrary view, in 
which 1 entirelv concur, vis., that the eontrol should he. vested in the Indo-European 
Tel(;graph Department, lie i>oints out, with truth as it srems to me, that, if the 
control is taken over by the Indian Administration, eonsiderahlc susiiicion may be 
aroused among the Persians who arc accustomed to deal with the Indo-European 
I'elegrapli Department, and have great (;onlidence in it. 'To this 1 would add that it 
will certainly not make it easier for us to obtain llio Hohat extension if tbo Persian 
Government know tlmt it will pass under tbo control of the Indian Administration. 

I have sent the suhstanee of the foregoing to the Government of India by 
lclegra])h, but it seems to me uuneecssary to incur the expense of employing that 
means of eommunieation with yourself, as the question is already settled. 

1 have informed IkUIi .\lr. Barker and the Itussian Minister of the contents of 
your telegram No. HS of the Kith instant, to the elfcet that all the details of the 
exchange will he settled in St. Peteraburgh. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES M. MAULING. 


[15997] No. 170. 

Mr. Minlimj to Hir Edward Grey.—(Receired May 11.) 

(No. 100.) 

Sir, Tehran, April 21, 1908. 

WHILE, as will he .seen from the monthly summary, the general condition of 
Persia has been more trauquil, at the capital all the indications show hut too clearly 
lliat the struggle hetweeii the Shah and the “ Eiijumens ” has lost none of its 
tiitleruiss. 1 .say advisedly the “ Eujumeiis," for in the last trial of strength, in 
which tin; Shah was again worsted, tlie Assemldy played a very small part indeed, 
and the .Ministei-s, except by tendering and withdrawing their resignations within 
forty-eight hum's, none at all. Tlie i>oint at issue was simply whether the Govi'rnor 
of Tehran and Cliief of Police, liy causing the arrest of the alleged authors of the 
attempt on the Shah’s life without warrant from the Minister of .lusticc, had acted 
constitutionally or not. On the whole tin; question may he auswci'ed in the negative, 
hut, considering how nearly the matter coneerned the Shah, the “ Eiijumens'’ might 
well have condoned the i’rregularity. They are, however, so nervously anxious to 
prevent the smallest infringement by the Shah of the people’s new-won liberties that 
they insisti;d on pushing the matter to an issue. 

The Shall was mueh exasperated, and Nizam-es-Sultaneh assures mo that Ills 
Imperial .Majesty is more than ever set in his hostility to the Constitutional movement. 
According to his Excelleney, the Shah, under the intluenee of his entouraije, resolutely 
refuses to learn wisdom from the series of defeats he had undergone at the hands of 
the pu|nilnr party, and is even now pre|>aring for another struggle, whieli may take 
place, according' to his Excellency, verv sliortly. Nizain-es-Sultniieli represented 
the iiiemhei's of the present Cabinet, and liimself in particular, as having played the 
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part of Constitutional Ministers to perfection, and, as a matter of fact, his Excellency 
lias managed to explain his attitude during the crisis to the “ Mejlis ” so skilfully that 
he has emerged with a less degree of unpopularity than before. 

What the attitude of the Cabinet as a whole would be in the case of a serious 
crisis it is hard to say. Nizam-cs-Sultaiieh is of the old school, which only understands 
the system of government hy “ pi.shkesh," hut, realizing the present strength of the 
jiopular party, is waiting on events. It n il probably, however, ho of little moment 
which way the Jlinistors lean in case of an acute crisis for, between their respect for 
the Shah, on the one hand, and their dread of the “Eiijumens” on the other, they 
have allowed their influence as the executive power to dwindle away to a minimum. 
It must, however, he said in their defence, that money, the possession of which might 
have saved them from their present situation, is entirely lacking. 

'riic outlook is far from hopeful. 'The “ Enjumens,’’ conscious of their strength, 
presume to interfere in every branch of (he Administration, and, with the narrow or 
ignorant and suspicious views of the majority of their leaders, their interference makes 
the task of government well nigh impossible. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 


[15999] No. 171. 

.\fr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 11.) 

(No. 102.) 

Sir, Tehran, April 21,1908. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I have received from the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs a copy of the Memorandum alluded to in my telegram No. 107 of the 
20th April, sent to his Excellency hy the Persian Commissioner at Urmia, exposing 
his views as to the conditions on which the negotiations should he renewed. The 
gresiter part of this production is quite unintelligihlc oven to Persians, and in the 
inelosetl translation those passages have been omitted. 

The point which Mohhishem-es-Sultaneh appears to wish to make is that, so long 
ns the Turks are in occupation of I’l'isian territory—by which 1 presume lie means 
the territory under Persian lulministratiou pravious to the 'I'urkish move on L'lhijan 
and Vnsneh—it will he impossible for the Persians to obtain evidence in support of 
their claim, or, in other words, Mohtashem-es-Sultaneh desires a return to the status 
guo ante, a quite impracticahio proposition. 

No news of Taher Pasha’k wbereahonts has reached Tehran for tho last three 
weeks. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 


Inclosurc in No. 171. 

.\fiditasheat-es-Sultaaeh {Persian Comntissioner on the Turco-Rcrsian Erontiei) to 
Mushir-ed-l)oieleh. 

March 25, 1908. 

IN reply to your cypher message resiiecting the frontier quaslion, I informed 
your Excellency that I would senil full jiartieulars by post, which 1 now have the 
honour to do. 

Your Excellency’s telegram gave some hope, liecausc on account of the pro¬ 
crastination on tho part of the Turks no result can he aohioved without a iiroper 
hasi.s. Now that such a basis is to he considiwed, I think it necessary to bring the 
following points to your notice:— 

Firat, the .Vgreement between .Mirza Hussein Khan and Ali Pasha only lays 
down that the status guo should he observed by both sidc.s. No mention of any points 
on tiie frontier was made. There is nothing in it which can he referred to in the 
present ease, except that it proves tho present encroachments of tho Turks, who have 
not observed tho stipulation of this Agroement. But the Turks consider that this 
instrument is a strong document in favour of the violation of the Trejity, as was 
stated hy ’raher Pasha at one of the sittings, and tho reply was given that tho 
Agreement was a tomjiorary one Iwtween two Reprosoutativos, and could never cancel 
[15.S0] 2 L 
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n Trout V between two Governments, a contention which he atlmittcd, although the 

said Ajxreement proves that the Turks have violated its stipulations. 

Sri’ondly, the important point which you should licar in mind is that the Persian 
Pepresentatives at cveiy Commission have observed the second and third Articles of 
the Treaty rcl'erring to the abandonment of all claims on both sides. Therefore the 
Persian lleprcseiitativcs have never put forward any claim, but si'iildy insisted on 
the line of the xlatua quo which was in their possession at the time of the tour of the 
Commissioners of the four Governments. Put the Turkish Representatiycs did not 
observe the Treaty stipulations, and Oervisli Pasha claimed a I’crtaiii line. Aekki 
Pasha has evlemled the claim. Taber Pasba lias made a still more extensive claim. 
Thoi'eforc it is nece,ssary that the two parties should put for.yard their claims and give 
Iiroofs, or that both should give U]) their claims and return to the line of the at/ilus quo 
as had been witne.ssed by the Ilcpresentatives of the mediating Powers at the time of 
their tour, and that it should lie the line which at the time of the conclusion of the 
Treaty was in possession of tlie two parties. 

fAftcr a long and greatly involved argument, which is incomprehensible iii the 
Persian, an|l quite impossible'to translate intelligibly, the letter goes on as follows;—J 

What we must refer to the mediating Powers is this ; that as the eneroaehment 
of the Turks on Persian territory is universally known, if we, have to act according to 
iustice Treaty, Agreement, alitlus quo, maps, possessions, proofs, and arguments, hrst, 
the Turks must witlidmw from Persian territory, and then in aeca.rdaiiee with 
Articles II and 111 of the. Treatv of Erzoroum, and the possessions of both countries 
at that time, as stated by the two Commissioners, the dispute should lie settled. 
Otherwise so lung ns Persian territory is in the possession of the lurks, it is ditlioult 
for 118 to adduce iiroofs. Purthor, in spite of the encroachments on Persian territory, 
any measure for the didimitation of the frontier will lie a confession as to the iiglits 
of the Turks. 

[ There is unotlier sentence of which the drift is very obscure, though the choice 
of words, with due regard to their rliynie, is exceedingly happy.] 


[16002! 

Mr. Murimq to Sir Edward Grey.—(Kfceiaed May 11.) 

(No. 13. Coinniereial.) -,, 0,000 

Tehran, April 18, 1908. 

11 IS Maiostv's Consul-General at Husliire has .sent me a Report by Mr. Chick on 
the workin- of the Imperial Hank of Persia’s branch at Bushire, m amplithiation of 
tin- para'-raph on the subject contained in the .Memoraiiduinsent to you in .Major Cox 
(lesnatcirNo. 7, Commercial, of the 25lli November, 1907. , , ,, 

I will not trouble you. Sir, with all the detailed criticism passed on the bank s 
Bushire braiieli. 1 have placed the facts before the bank’s chief manager and c uef 
iiKspiftor here, who are quite willing to give the matter their eonsideration, and to 
take it, as .Maior Cox earm'slly entreated them to do, “ broad-niindedlj; and 111 the spirit 
in wliieli it is written," in view of the [Missibilily of German competition 111 the near 

it is ur'i'd that there is room for reform in the hatik’s management in the South 
of I’crsia gimerallv ; that the husinoss should be extended to other Gulf jiorts; that 
the unestioti of separating the bank’s ageticies at Shiraz and llushire (the latter is at 
tiresenl a stib-agenev of Hie former) should he carefully reconsidered; and that a 
certain class of htisinc.s8 (known teehniisilly lus “ documentary bills ) should receive 
careful attention. , , . ..... ^ - 

1 hear from other sources that, apart from the general destrabthty of strengtliening 
our commeraial position in the South of I’ersia, the bank has ample room to tncrease 
the scoiie of its op,‘rations in Bunder Abhas in eoniieetion with the transfer to the 
north of the. enstoms ivvemies which now pass through native hands. , , , , 

'These suggestions and some others are, I uiiderstaud, considored by the tiaiik s 
managing olTieers in Tehran to he worthy of etireful study, but as they are questtoiis 
of general policy, the Hoard of DirisUors in London will litivc to deetde upon them. 

It is further suggested that extended facililies should he granted to the native 
mercliauts with the object of increasing the bank’s waning popularity, but I fear I am 
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urmble, in the light of all the facts brought to iny notice, to indorse this reconi 
mendation. 

I am entirely in agreement with ilajor Cox’ very decided opinion as to tho 
necessity of taking timely measures to avert the extension of German commercial 
interests and influence at our e.xjiense, which the competition of a German bank 
would undoubtedly considerably assist, and I would venture to suggest that the 
llirectoi-s of the Imperial Hank of Persia should be urged by you, Sir, to give this 
question their careful eonsideration. 

I conceive that tho primary dilhculty with which the Directors will have to 
contend, if they propose to deal seriously with this matter, will be the choice of a 
suit .hie man to study and reiiort ujion the technical intricacies of the whole case on 
the spot. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) CllAKLES M. MARLING. 


[16004] No. 173. 

Mr. .Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May II.) 

(No. lb. Commercial.) 

Sir, Tehran, April 20, 1908. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 21, Commercial, of the Olst December, 1907, 

I have the honour to transmit the accompanying copy of a Report from His Majesty's 
Consul-General at Hushirc, on the subject of tho formation of a British Lighterage 
Company at Bushire. 

The Report appears to me still further to accentuate tho imperative need for the 
interested British Shipiiing Companies to lose no time in inaugurating a service on the 
lines described, a procedure which, while benefiting trade in general, will strengthen in 
8 marked degree our coiiimcrcial position and prestige, and deprive Gcrumny of a 
possible commercial foothold from which, if once obtained, it would be a difficult and 
costly task to dislodge her. 

I observe from .Mr. Mallet’s letter to tbc Board of Trade of the lOtli February 
last (Confidential print Persia (B), section 2, of the lOlh February), that the question 
is considered an urgent one, and I trust that with the information now available tho 
Board of 'Trade will be enabled to impress upon tho Shipping Companies a full sense of 
their responsibility in the matter. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 


Inclosiirc 1 in No. 173. 

.Major Cot lo .Mr. Marling. 

(No. -13.) 

Sir, liiaihire, .March 19, 1908. 

IN aceordance with tho instructions conveyed in your despatch No. 3 of the 
12th .lanimry, 1908, 1 now have the honour to append more detailed information us to 
the desirability of establishing a British lighterage service at Husliire. 

'This question of lighterage is so intimately connected with the hamiil-bnshi 
problem that it will probably be of use to briolly recapitulate the history and working of 
that system ns seen during the Inst few years. 

As written by the agents of the .-\nglo-Algerian Steani-ship Company to the then 
Director-General of Customs in 1901;— 

“ According to the bill of lading, the steamer’s responsibility ceases the niomcnl 
the goods leave the ship’s tackles, and the Company is not disposed to accept fresh nnd 
serious responsibilities such as now demanded by you (viz., the landing of the cargo by 
the Steam-ship Coinjianies). . , , According to the contract hetween the Steam-ship 
Company and the shippers, it is the duty of the shippers' assignees to land their own 
goods the moment the steamer is ready to discharge.’’ 

'I'his attitude of tiie Companies is perfectly correct, ns pointed out in a letter of the 
10th February, 190(1, from Mr. Noel-Bnton, then Secretary to the Bombay Chamber ut 
Coniinerco and now Director-General of Comnicrcial Intelligence in India :— 
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" The Committee imdcrstnml tlic absolute responsibility of n ship under n bill of 
lading to terminate »ben the goods arc delivered safely overside, unless the bill of 
lading stiptilates otberwisc.” 

As long ago ns 1001 the difficitUy resulting from the division of authority over 
the hamal'hnshi came into prominence, holh the merchants and Customs then con¬ 
tending that the landing contractor was llicir employe^, llilferent (histoma directors, m 
loot and 1000, asserted their parnmount authority over the contvnclor, and their right 
to dismiss him. hut for tlie last two years the Customs have dropped this argument, 
having seen the necessity <if separating the functions of tlie oonlract<»r, and h-ive 
up the jiosition that the landing should ppiperly lie efTected hy the Companies, and that, 
the latter are eutilled to appoint any one they cboose for the purpose. 

In 1!)03 an attempt was made by the agent of one ot the Shipping Companies to 
form a eoinbinc among the anciits of the tour or five Britisli Meani-sbip Companies 
running to Husliire for tiie landing of eargo, with a capital ol .'>,000/., but tlic proposal 
came to nolliing. . i .1 

Hv lOO't so many comjiiairits liad arisen between tlie steamer agents ana the 
Customs as to tlie latuling of cargo tliat the ioi'iiier all addressed their several principals, 
Ibe Shipping Companies recommending the tormation Iiy them ot a Lighterage 

Company. • /s 1 

[n this connection tiie agents of tlic Jlritisli India Steam Navigation Company aint 
tlie Sncknall Steam-sliip Lines wrote to the Consulate on the 19th September, 1901: 

“ I'lie whole matter has been referred home to the principals of the firms coiicciiied, 
and we are uiinhlc to say at present whether they intend to endeavour to iorm a Landing 
or a Landing and Delivery Company.” 

la '905 the question of “ hanialagc,” or landing, again became acute, and the 
united Lurnpcaii houses drew up a one-year contract and a tariff with an .Armenian, tlie 
rates lieing consideinlily raised to provide for tlie belter payment of tlie boatmen. But 
all along the hamaUhnslus liavc been men of straw. Under the old Customs rdgiiiio the 
(lovcrnors used 10 i'arm the eoniraelorship out to Mahommedans for exorbitant sums, 
and the whole.siiie robbery niid disappearanec of gooila from and in transit to the 
Customs was tlie emisequeiit result. 'I’lie Armenian euntraetur who iollowcd wa-, 
perliaps, more iionest, bill iiussessed no means to carry on a work requiring considerable 
initial capital, and still less any power to miiitrol the impudent and unruly boatinen. 
liutli hclorc and after the expiry of Ids contract fresh disturhaiiees arose, the boatmen 
rid'nsing on several occasions to proceed to sea unless high rates were guaranteed or 
onistandiiig arrears paid up; this meant that the steam-ship agents were troipieiitly 
eomiicllcd to pay tlie lioatnioii in advance, and led ultimately to anotlier raising ot the 
landing tanll at the cad of tlic sumincr of 1907. Heavy debts caused the dismissal of 
the .Armeiiiau contractor, and more recently a Mahommedan, upon whom his mantle^ 
descended, has been found to he implicated in several disappearances and tlicfts ot 
iiiercliaiKlize I'rom the Castoms’ premises. ^ 

The present stale of alVair.s and the untnistu'orthiness ot tlie inerchaiits noiiiinces 
lias oeeasioiieil great annoy aaee, hut it is ino.st unlikely to lind a remedy except in a 
radical change of mctiuid and management. 

There is no native of llnsliirc wlio lias tiie capital to undertake the work ami run it 
elTcclively, ami al tlic same time on Iionest lines; tlic reipiirenients ot tiie Shipping 
Coiiiiiiiiiies, the grasping and dielatoriul altitude of the hoalmcii, a'ld the dilficulty in 
recovering liiiidiiig eliiirges from native traders render tlie post trying as liitliertu 
eoiiHitiitcd, if not distiiielly niireimiiieralivc. . 

Tlirungluinl tliis eoiitroversy tlie Britisli Steamer Companies have persistently 
refused to interest llieiiiselves, and, in reply to tiie advice of llieir agents liore, liiivc held 
that the landing husiiiess did not eoiieerii them, and tliat il it were a prolitalde itivesl- 
iiieiil tlie agents themselves should nndorliike il. This, however, was an impossible step 
to expect fi'oin the iigeiits, who might ill nny momeiil he deprived ol their agencies, and 

the coarse suggested is open to many ohjeelions on other grounds. 

The i|nestioii of the Lighterage Company was last urged on the Shipping Gompames 
hy tiieir agents in Oelnlier Ititlll niid .\ngiisl I9t)7, wlion, on the rctnsnl »d liglilernien to 
go otf to the steam-ship "'raliaristaii,’’ tlie agents of tiie Anglo-.Vlgcrian Ijinc liinilly 
mililied iluir principals: 

If yon do mil accept our proposals, please do not bother yourselves in future hy 
asking ns why this or that steamer was detained.” 


To such a point had the hectoring attitude of the lightermen reached that on that 
o-ension tlie Vice-Consul was appealed to by the captain of the ship, and compelled to 
ao in person to the quay-side and ask the lioatmcn as a personal favour to proceed to 
sen, and thus save the steamer costly demurrage. 

The continued refusal of the Shipping Companies to intervene was in itself a matter 
lor eonsiderahlc regret. A new factor ha,s, liowcver, altered the whole situation since 
1907, and makes their further non-intervention in the lighterage question a danger not 
only to themselves, but also to I'.nglisli trade ns a wliole. t refer to the activity of the 
German Shipping Company, and its zeal for all kinds of doubtfully remunerative 
enterprise, supported by a State subsidy, as it undoubtedly is, in tlie liojic of finding and 
utilizing weak spots in the present British trade stronghold. 

The existence of Messrs. Wiinckliaus’ ill-will towards the liamal-bnshi rdgime, 
accentuated as it was by the fact tliat it was managed by British firms and under Britisli 
iitncial influence, bus already been noted elsewhere. The first move in what may well 
seem a directly threatening movement towards Britisli commerce was taken the other 
day, when the agents of tlie Hamburg-Amerika Line notified the Director of Customs 
lliat in future they would have no dealings w ith the liamal-bashi, but would land their 
own cargo and put it in the custom-house themselves. There was no rule to force them 
to work through the landing contractor, and no valid objection could be raised. 

To my mind, however, this may prove an ojiening and a starting-point for a 
wide-spread attack on the British carrying trade—to England, at any rate. It would be 
oidy neces.sary for the Germans to bring out n small steam-lighter and have tw-o or three 
native craft for them to offer to put cargo on hoard their own steamers and discharge it 
for a nominal sum (or even free for a short time), just in order to win the hearts of 
fickle Persian traders, and thus gradually attract to German vcs-sels tlie custom now 
enjoyed by ourselves. 

-As stated by Mr. G. A. Lloyd in his recent Report, it is already a significant fact 
that Manchester goods are brought out in Gennaii steamers. It would be easy, once n 
regular carrying business and clienleh is established, to induce importers by low prices 
to try German cottons and prints instead of English ones. 

It is to be doubted whether tlie British .Shipping Companies have in their previous 
refusals to combine to efl'cet tlie lighterage ever contemplated this turn of affairs. More 
than once before the Anglo-Algcriaii Company have made costly mistakes in not taking 
heed of wiimings ns to competition, and the presence of tlic opposition steamers of 
Andrew Weir and Co. in the Gulf is a recent instance of the result. 

1 consider it imperative, under present conditions, lhat there stioidd be no break in 
the conveyance of cargo from Britisli steamers to the Persian shore in ISritish lighters; 
il is obvious that a German-managed connecting link lietween tlic British ship and 
Persian trader might become a most inconvenient factor, wliicli every effort should be 
made to get rid of. 

The diiriculty in tlic past has always been to make tlic Sliipping Companies them¬ 
selves take interest in tlie project, which has been strongly and repeatedly urged upon 
them hy tlieir agents and the captains of tlieir vessels, and it will probalily need 
considerable direct pressure by Government to induce them to abandon tlieir uncoiii- 
proiiiisiiig attitude. 

I will now endeavour to reply to tlie (|ueslioiis asked in your despatcli under reply. 


Resources necessary for the Inauguration of a Lighterage Company. 

Under tlie former contract tlie Armenian landing contractor was hound to subsidize 
twelve native .sailing ligliters, each capable of liolding some 200 bags of sugar, a stipu¬ 
lation never kept to. . . , 

Consensus of opinion seems to indicate that the purchase of some six to eight 
lighters, at an aggregate cost ol (100/. to 800/. upproxiiiiately, and if possihlo tlic 
provision of a small steam-lug or steam-lighter of suflicieiitly light draught to come 
into the shallow harbour should be the primary outlay, exclusive of ttie wages of 
hoatmen, tiie salary ot a Hupcrinicndcnl and native tally-clerks. 

In 190(5 tile liamnl-ba.slii’8 receipts for landing and manipulation of cargo for ten 
months were lianded in as 149,263 krans (approximately 2,711/.), and ids expenses for 
boat liiro alono tor the same period were 30,(118 krans (a|iproxinintcly 657/.). 

The hamnl-bashi could not make Ihe undertaking pay, but his losses were cliielly 
incurred in tlie work of maiiipiilatioii and porterage, which would lie outside the province 
of any institution for ligliteragc purposes alone. 

[1080] 2 M 
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\\ ith the principal Shipping Companies interested in the Lighterage Company, it 
should not he difficult to arrange a system by which delivery orders on the Customs 
wouhl only be issued to the consignees after payment of the landing charges, a 
procedure which liad to be adopted once before when a strike of tlie hainal-bashi*8 
boatmen forced the steamer ngenls to hire !)oats thcmftelves the arbitrary rates of 
their owners, and which tends to do awuy with one of the chief causes of past inctlicncy, 
i.e., indefinite delay by the native merchants in paying charges due to the contractor for 
work already done. 

'Ihe responsibility ot a Lighterage Company would cca^sc* with delivery into the 
charge of tlie Customs, and it would remain for the consignees to arrange separately the 
delivery of tln ir goods at their godowns. 

AUituile of Local Authorilie^f. 

The local Persian authorities would have no call to interfere witli the institution of 
a Lighterage Com|>any. As far as we know, there is no indication of the Governor of 
Kaliintar directly benefiting by the present system. 

Attitude of Local Merchants. 

The principal consideration with native merchants is chcajmess, and, provided a 
British Lighterage Company did not deliver goods at dearer rates, or with more careless¬ 
ness than at present, no objections conld he raised, 'riiis would bo especially so were 
the present Shipping CompanicH t<i combine to form a nucleus of capital and boats for 
lighterage. In fact, some of the Armenian community have been trying in the last 
month to promote a lighterage scheme to he nm with native capita), hut tlic uiiwilli ig- 
nesB of Pcr.siaiiH to hazard any deposits of money, discord between the various native 
merchants and the financially crippled condition of Bushire arc obstacles to the sclieino 
coming to any good head. Moreover, it is problematic whether, on account of the 
notorious unscrujiulousness ami 'lishoncsly attending native concerns, the Shipping 
Companies and agents woultl, or should ever, consent to land their cargo through such 
connections, and in any case it is certain, without the co-operation of the shipping 
agents, no Lighterage Company could pay its way. 

It might he advisalde f<»r ihc Shipping Companies participating in the Lighterage 
C'oinpany to secure llie good-will—even to the extent of co-operation—ot the two 
Persian agents of Messrs, Andrew Weir and Co. and tlie Bomhay-Persian line. 

• Allitude of l^ocal Customs. 

'rile local Director of Customs does not now claim to interfere witli the landing of 
cargo; indeed, he lias for some time (mst maintained that the Sliipiiing Company should 
land tlioir own cargijes, and l)clicves such an arrangement to he the true solution of the 
constant diUlculties with the native hainal-hashis. 


ILuisonsfor pressintj for Change in pretent System. 

The general outline of the present chaotic state of the landing question have 
already been stated. Tlie taril! is only so far fixed, ns the boatmen arc content to work 
at the present rates; tlierc is no power and no contract now binding them to insure 
their obedience to instructions. In 1!)00 the taritV rates were raised 20 per cent., in the 
summer of 1007 they were raised further. The contractorshin has gone from had to 
worse, and at tlie present the siii[)ping agents arc perplexed to know what to do. Tlie 
Persian GovornmenI has largely itself to hlainc for this state ot nflnirs, and as it has 
never interfered to ameliorate the situation, it can lay no shadow of a claim to put 
forward objections to a purely trading establishment in no way trespassing on its 
Rovereign rights. 

Likelihood of liritish Shipping Combine nnderiaking iVork. 

It 1ms alroadv been ^een that the Shipping Companies have been deal in the past 
to the proposals of their ngenls. But it is probable that, if they were .speeilically 
niqiroached by Government, and the gravity of future possibilities and the present 


situation pointed out to them, they could be led or driven into taking action in the 
direction desired. The Government of India might he prepared to bring influence 
and pre.ssure to hear on the British India Steam N’avigation Company to obtain their 
coalition. 

'riie Companies chiefly concerned are:— 

'Pho Anglo-Algerian Steam-ship Company (Messrs. Strick and Co.), wliich might 
provide three lighters. 

The British India Steam Navigation Company (another three boats or more). 

'Phe Biicknall Steam-ship liincs (one boat). 

There is little likelihood that the West Hartlepool Steam Navigation Company 
would contribute, owing to the paucity of their sailings. It is for the Companies above 
named to decide whether they would ask the Bombay-Persian Steam Navigation 
Company to join them. 

Entry of some outside liritish Firm, 

As stated above, it is eminently necessary that the lighterage service should be 
connected with the Shipping Companies, and until every means of inducement has failed 
it would be wise not to bring an alien British concern on to tlie scene. 

Government Guarantee. 

A guaranteed interest on the capital would certainly smooth the way for the 
('ompanics to undertake the formation of a Landing Company. Opinions are nut 
unanimous as to the prospects of sucli a Company, some of the shipping agents holding 
that there would he at least a working jirofit on tlie yearly outlay : another that there 
would be practically no profits, possibly a slight deficit. 

There is, in fact, so mucii dilference of opinion, and the information on wliich to 
base anything like a reliable estimate, whether of profit or possible loss, is so 
inconclusive, that 1 am having statistics worked out showing the tonnage, the number of 
packages ot each separate article of import landed during the year, the cost of 
landing calculated on the hanml-hashi’s present promiscuous tariff, and a scale per 
Ion which would on the whole leave the average cost of landing consignments about, the 
same as now*. Until we get this, it is impossible to form a definite opinion as to 
what a guarantee on the part of the Government of India, either against loss or lo 
insure a reasonable percentage to u Lighterage Company on their outlay, would 
involve. 

The completion of such statistics will take some little time, and I do not think it 
advisable that this communication .should wait for them. I shall probably be able to 
telegraph the general result, if necessary, simultaneously with Hio arrival of the present 
post at Tehran. 

I have the honour, in conclusion, lo append a copy of a letter recently addressed 
to me on the subject under report by the principal local agents for British lines plying 
to the Gulf, and you will observe the views expressed therein generally bear out my 
statements. 

1 nin forwarding a copy of the correspondence to the Government ol India. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) P. Ti. COX, Major, British Resident in the Pei’sian 

Gulf, and llis Britannic Majesty*s ConsuLGeneral 
for Furs, i^c. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 173. 

Letter addressed by British Shipping Agents at Bushire to Fice-Consul Chick. 

Sir, Bushire, .March 10, 1008. 

IN reply to your inquiry as to the present intluonce of the liamul-bashi <|uestiun on 
the lighterage on steamers at this port, we have the honour to give it os our opinion that 
the actual condition of affairs is detrimental in the oxtremc to our interests, besides 
causing us from time to time infinite trouble and annoyance, which ought not to ho 
thrown upon ourselves as shipping agents, in inducing the boatmen to go out at all, and 
to forgo their constantly increasing demands for extra remuneration. There is no 
landing contractor iiunest enough for the post. 
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Wc have in the past represented to our head omces that it would be 
iiitcreals to combine to effect the landing of cargoes, and whether such business might 
ho a profitable concern or not. we can only consider the possihdtties of the 
takinir advantage of the present difficulties as very likely indeed. This nould be no 
light matter tortile interests of our principals. At present far too much of our time is 
wasted witliora!^ remuneration to oiiiclves, with the troubles between the hanial- 
hashi and the boatmen, and the proper landing ot cargo, and m disputes regarding 
packages which are alleged to have never been landed. This further tends to involve 
us in difficulties with native merchants, winch is very undesirable. 

AVc have, &c. 

fSl'mcd) GliAY, PAUL, and Co. 

^ A. AND T. J. MALCOLM. 


■ 16070] * 

Mr. G. Utticliiy to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received .May 11.) 

Pera, May 6,1908. 

WITH reference to Mr. Wratislaw’s telegram No. 29 of the 2iid ibstonL renoi^ng 
that the recent outrages to the south of Uriiniia were mainly the work of Kurds from 
Mergavar and Uslinig for whom the Turkisli authorities were directly responsible, I 
have the honour to report that the Russian Amhassiidor cal ed upon ^ 

inform me that ho was about to make representations to the Porte urging them to 
restrain the Kui-dish Chiefs responsible for these outrages, and his Excellency a,sked 

^Altliough ?*had already spoken to the Grand Vizier on the subject, and. r^ved 
his assurauTO that the most stringent instructions had been sent to the frontier 
offieials to restrain the Kurds under their direct auUiority from committing deproto- 
tions, I promised M. de Ziiiovicw again to urge the Grand 1 uicr in the sense dra r^. 
I saw the Grand Vizier in the afternoon, and made the representations as 
Uis lligliiiess denied that the offending Kurds were under lurkish authority, and told 
me tluU he had already, at the request of .\t. Ziiioview, telegraphed repeating the 
iiistruetioiis of which lie had previously informed me. ^ ^ 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


[16072] 

iljr. G. Ilarcluy to Sir Edward Grey .— (Received .May 11.) 

(No 212.) loog. 

IVlTll referoiiee to my despatch No. 230 of the 30th ultimo I have the honour 
,0 tnmsmU herewith cop/ of li despatch from Ilis f reS 

reporting tho dispatch of further troops for Vau aud tlic calling out of resoivists 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) G. BARCLAY. 


Iiiclosuro in No. 175. 

Consul Shipley to .Mr. G. Ilarclay. 

Erzeroum, April 25. 1908. 

' WITH referenee to my iiiimediately preceding drapatcli No. 19 

instant, 1 have the honour to roiwrt to you that the 2ud (Izpir) Battalion of Redifs ot 

the 52ml Regiment left this town yesteialay for Van. 

Thu 3rd (Gumushkliune) Battalion of the 52iid Rcgimeut, to which ^ , 

mv nhove-meiitioned despatch as being cxpcetiMl here 

blit certain of its officers, 1 am informed, are at Lrzcrouiii awaiting furthci ordom. 

Mr. Safrastian. Uragoiiiaii in charge of His Majesty's Viee-Consulate at ^ 
reports under date of the lltli instant that the reservists of that town, amounting to 
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some 400 men, have been called out,, but had not as yet received them arms. He 
reports further that the Redifs of Moush and Sairt are said to have been also oalletf 
out. and to be holding themselves in readiness. 

I have, & 0 . 

(Signed) H. B. SHIPLEY. 


[16036] No. 176. 

Mr. O'Beime to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 11.) 

8 ^r° ^ St. Petei sburgh, May 6, 1908. 

’ 'WITH reference to your telegram No. 100 of the 14th ultimo, I have the honour 
to transmit copy of an aide-memoire which I iiave received from the Imperial 
for Foreign Affairs in regard to tho suggested joint representations at Tehran by the 
British and Russian Representatives relative to the subsidy to be paid to the German 
school in that town. The Russian Government is of opinion that it should be fett to 
the discretion of the two Representatives to decide as to what steps should lie taken in 

the question is fully dealt with by Mr. Marling in his despatch 

No. 91 of'the 23rd ultimo, which I am forwarding to you by bag to-morrow. 

1 have, kc. 

(Signed) HUGH O’BEIRNE. 


Tnclosurc in No. 176. 

Memorandum communicated by M. hvolsky to Mr. O'Beime, April 22 {May 5), 1908. 

EN se rdfdrant h la lettre de Sir A. Nicolsoii, au nom de son Exeellenee 
Jl. Iswolsky, en date'du 2 (15) Avril eoiirant, le Ministorc Impdnal dcs AlfairM 
fitranghres se fait un devoir deviser I’Amba-ssade de la Grande-Breta^e qu amsi qu il 
appert d’une communication du Miuistre do Russie 5 'I’chdran, la question d an 
subside il alloucr h Pdcole Allemande il Tdlidron n’ost pas encore r&oluo dune f^on 
Claire ct ddflnitive. En tout cas il est horn de doutc que Ic Medjliss a rofusd do 

sanctionner le prdtovement de CO subside sur les revonus douamcra. 

M. do Hartwig et Mr. Marling sont d’accord, paralt-il, qu il sorait prdfdrablo de no 
pas faire do ddmarche colleotive il co sujet auprf's du Gouvernement Persan ot de m 
horiicr il rappolcr, sdpardmont et oralemeiit, aux Mmistres des Affaires Btrangcrea ot 
des Finances de Sa Majestd le Sehali les droits des deux Etats sur cos rovenus. 

Le Gouvernement Impdrial eat d’avis, dans ces conditions, d abandonnor A 
I’apprdciation des Reprdscntaiits do la Grande-Bretagne et dc Russ'c la proedduro 
qu’ils coiisiddraiont la plus approprico h la situation, et se ddclare prfit A muiur M. de 
Hartwig d’instructions dans co sens, si le Uahiiiet de Ixindrcs partage cc point dc vue. 

Saint-Pe'lersboury, le 22 Avril (5 Mai), 1908. 


[16340] No. 177. 

Mr. O'Beime to Sir Edward Grey.-r-tReceived May 12.) 

^ Si. Petersburgh, May 8, 1908. 

’ IVITU reference to your despatch No. 117, Coiifidcntial, of the 27th “Riblb. 1 
have the honour to state that I yesterday asked the Minister for -Affairs 

whether ho liad any information as to the re|)ort that M. Stemnoh had obtmned a 
Concession for the construction of a railway from lehran to Kormanshali. 

His Exccllcncv said tliat ho had no information of the kind. At his 1 

loft a note of tho question with him with a view to lus letting mo know should ho 

hear anything about the alleged Concession. 

• 1 nave, oc. 

(Signed) HUGH O'BEIRNE. 
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India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received May 12.) 

TUI! Under-Sceretarv of State for India presents lus compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Koroign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morloy, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inolosurcs in a letter 
from the Uoreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 2nd ultimo, relative 
to the llussi.m post at Gumbad-i-Kabus. 

India Office^ May 11, 1908. 

Inclosurc 1 in No. 178. 

Major Sykes to Government of India. 

(Confidential.) 

Meshed, hebruary 20, 1908. 

I riAVU tlie bonour to forw.ird a short note on the Eussian post at Gumbad-i- 
Kabus. Tbe information wa.s in part furnished by a special agent, and in part by 
the Karguzur. 

I have, &c. 

(Signeil) P. II. SYKES. 


Inclasure 2 In No. 178. 

Note on Gumbad-i-Kabus-. 

I'llU Gumnad-i-lOibus post was fouinled in 1897 liy the Russians with the idea 
of ehceking frontier raiding, and al.so of increasing their politibal iulluenoe in this part 

of Persia. - . , , , , i * 

Tile iiost is situated some .10 miles east-north-east of .itetrabad, some t miles to 
the north of the main route from .Vstrabad to Uujnurd, and about a mile, to the south 
of the River Gurgan. 

Thu gumbad or dome, whieli in shape somewbal resembles a lighthouse, was 
built in .s.ii. !»97 by Kabus, son of Vashiiigir, the head of a local dynasty. It is set 
on a mound rising some 80 feet aliove the very level plain. The \yhole of tliis mound 
lias bi’cn occupied by the Russians, who have fortified it with a ditch, ihe house of 
the Russian olllcial almost touches the gumbad on the south side. On the north side 
is a guard-liouso on the mound. On the same side, at the foot of the mound, are 
barracks for 50 Cossacks and 100 Turkoman levies. Close by, on the south side of the 
mound, are some twenty shops, owned by Arinoniaiis and Persians, 
the Persian Karguzari, guardisl iiy twenty sarbazes, and the telegraph olDoo. The 
telegraph line runs to Chatei-.Vtrck, or Chatli, a fort which I saw across the Atrek lu 
1.S93, and theneu to Kizil Arvat. To the north, about a mile away, near the river, is 
the Persian custom-house. _ 

Previously to the establishment of the Gumbad-i-Kabus tort, .\larawa lappa, near 
the river Atrek, was oeenpied; but after a short e.vpericnoe it was found to be 
unsuitable, and Gumbad-i-Kabus was selected. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 12.) 

(Teiejjraphic.) P. ,, 

STliil-MliRS on Lake Urmnia. Your telegram to bir A. Nicolson, No. 88. 
Stevens is asking for information. Have Russian Government replied ? 
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6397] No. 180. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 

(No. 125.) 

(Telegrapbie.) P. Foreign Office, May 12, 1908. 

PRINCE IMAM KULI’S Concession. 

'With reference to my telegram No. 88 of the 30th March. 

You should ask the Russian Government to be good enough to give their reply 
as soon as possible. 


■■15378] No. 181. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 12, 1908. 

AVITH reference to your letter of the 29th ultimo on the subject of the exchange 
of telegraph lines in Persia lictween Great Britain and Russia, I am directed by 
Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you borewith copies of telegraphic corre¬ 
spondence with His Majesty’s Cliargd d’Affaires at Tehran relative to the withdrawal 
by each Power of all its signallers from the sphere of the other.® 

Since, from the last of these communications it is now clear that Russian signallers 
on Persian telegraph lines arc not prohibited by any specific regulation from forwarding 
British messages, it appears to Sir E. Grey that tlie last objection to the proiiosi^d 
withdrawal is removed, and that, from the point of view of llis Majesty’s Government, 
all that is now rcciuired to insure the due transmission of such messages on the lines 
eontrollal by Russia in Persia is tlie conclusion with tbe Russian Government of an 
arrangement whereby oacli Power should undertake to instruct its employes to accept 
nil messages sent by the agent of the other. 

Sir E. Grey is accordingly disposed to approach the Russian Government without 
further delay with regard to this proposal, and I am to transmit to you draft of a 
telegram conveying the necessary instructions on the subject to His Majesty’s Cbargd 
d'Alfaires at St. Petersburgh.t 

Sir E. Grey would he glad to learn whether Secretary Viscount Morley concurs 
in the terms of this draft. 

Printed copies of the papers meiitioncd in the draft are also inclosed for 
convenience of reference.]: 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


-16492] No. 182. 

India Office to Foreign Office. — (Received May 13.) 

THE Under-Scerctary of State for India presents his eoinpliinonte to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of Slate, copy of inolosures in a letter 
from the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, dated the 10th ultimo, 
relative to Pasaud Khan and the Birjand postal contract. 

India Office, May 12,1008. 


’ .Soa. 106, IZO, 123, and 140. 

\ sir A. Nlcoisoii. No. 132 (8C0fl/07). No. 201 (12616/07), No. 317 (20715/07), and No. Ill (29533/07); 
l**rt Xlll, Na 417; and ante, No. 117. 


Wlu. _ 
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Inolosure 1 in No. 182. 

Gouernment of India to Major Kennion. 

, , , Simla, April 4, 1908. 

(Tclegraphia) 

pfe™ ™gram of the 19tl. ultimo referred to in your telegmm of the 
29th ultimo. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 182. 

Major Kennion to Government of India. 

Sei.etan, April 8,1908. 

''‘’“‘'SetItION of Tehmn tole.mm asked for in your telegran> of the 4th instant 
is given hclow:— 

"No. It, dated tho 19th March. 

" Your telegram ^o. 9, dated the » • . .i + pasand Khan has been 

Nahhi Klian. Is tliis satisfactory ? ” 


Inclosure 3 in No. 182. 

Major Kennion to Government of India. 

Seistan, March 29,1908. 

^'‘■‘^'lou‘iSilNG telesmm sent to Ilis .M.ajcsty's Chargd d’AHaires. Tehran 

M'rin?:rS%rS^ol-1;f C..sto.ns that he has received no orders about 
Pasaiid Khan. Tlie same is said by tlie Kargurjir. 


[15987] 


No. 183. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'ISeirne. 

(No. 131.) Foreign Office, May 13,1908. 

Sir, , , X.,, 1.70 rtf ti.n sth instant, relative to tho cfuestion 

-WITH reference to iny elegmm No. 122 ot jo* fo,’fo,viKn loans to Pemia, 

of the use of the kennaushah , f „ Muiesty’s Cliargd d’Affaires at 

1 tmiiKinil to you hprcn-ilh eo,.y of « ^ /^yniont'ot the intor(»t 

rr « ^.1. «ie iSi^eria. Eank of Pem.a, 

and reporting the actual .situation of tlie^ „„ the 

You are aware from the ‘‘*‘8™!"''® ..Jf,,, that the arrangement at present 
subject tbnl Ilis Majesty a Ciovenunent 1. , under vdiicli the revenues of 

in force should cease, and fhislvclv for the payment of tho loans 
or^u"anllal^^^^^^^^ the Imperial Bank should be met 


out of the proceeds of tho j it would be premature at present to 

Mr. Marling, bowevT.r, ,s of op. m tain their sanction to this 

approiich tlie IVrsiun Oovernment ^ to he content with the host 

S'r^y’rtXr^uTS'md to‘inTuirc of his Excellency whether the Hussian 
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Clevernment have any objection to an arrangement such as that proposed by 
M. Ostrogradski, supposing it should be possible to conclude one satisfMtory to both 
parties, such arrangement to remain in force pending the solution of this question by 
the transfer by the Persian Government of tho lion held by tho Imperial Bank of 
Persia from Kermanshah to Bushire. 

I am, &o. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[16672] No. 184. 

Mr. O'Beime to Sir Edward Grey.—[Received May 11.) 

ixelegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, May 14, 1908. 

IMAM KULI Concession: Your telegram No. 125 of the 12th instant 
I um given to understand hy M. Isvolsky that he will let mo have a reply 
shortly. 


[16036] No. 185. 

Sir Edward Grey to \fr. O’Beirne. 

i^i'eTegraphio.) P. Foreign Office, May U, 1908. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 91 to Mr. Marling: Subvention to German 

You should communicate tho purport of tho above telegmra to tho Government 
to wliich you are accredited, and request them (as promised in tho Memorandum of 
the 5th instant, forwarded in your despatch No. 219) to send similar instructions to 
their Representative at Tehran. 


[ 16036 ] No. 186 . 

Sir EdHJ«rd Grey to Mr. Marliny. 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, .May U, vm. 

■\VITH reference to your despatch No. 91 on tho sulijeet of the subvention to the 
German school at Tehran. ... , , , , 

It is su-’gested by the Russian Government that the decision as to what stops 
should ho taicon with a view of reminding the Persian Qoveriiinont of the rights over 
the customs revenues hold by the British and Russian Governments should lie loft to 
vouraelf and your Russian colleague. , . , , , „ 

Our adhesion has been given to this proposal, and you are authorized to make the 
necessary arrangements with M. de Hartwig. 


[15988] No. 187. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marliny. 

(Telegraphic.) P- 
PERSIAN Loans. 

AVith reference to your despatch No. 91 of the 23m ultimo. 

Inform tho Government to which you are accredited that, as wo have received no 
reply to tlie note imposing conditions as to suspension of sinking tend, and as the 
interest and sinking fund luve not been paid, no discussion of tho said conditions cun 

be ad^niGe^^ choose the moment which you consider most suitable for making this 
communication. 


2 0 
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[1B376] No. 188. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 14, 1908. 

I AM (lirectod by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge tlie receipt of your 
letter of the 17th March relative to the reappointment of a Military Attachd to Llis 
Majesty’s Consulate-General at Meshed. It is stated in tills letter that Viscount 
Morley understands that Sir E. Grey is not disposed to adhere to the view previously 
expressed by him that the appointment is one of purely Indian interest, and that 
A''isconnt Morley is prepared, if Sir E. Grey will aecejit the iirineiplo of au equal 
division of cost between the British and Indian exchequers, to approve the retention 
of Ca|)tuin Smytii in the ]iost till the 2Uth Oetolicr next, and the continuance of the 
appointment then for a perioil of three years, the question of maintaining the post 
being reeonai(lcr<“d at the end of that lime. 

I am to state in reply that a inisapprobension appears lo exist as to Sir E. Grey’s 
views on this subject. In his opinion the description given of this appointment in 
Sir E. Gorst’s letter of the 11th February, 1905, as “ one of purely Indian interest " is 
even more applicable to it at this moment than it was at the time when those words 
wore written. 

'I’lu! conclusion of the recently signed Anglo-Ilussian Convention has modified 
the situation in Central Asia from the point of view of Imperial interests by removing, 
in a great measure, the urgent need for the collection of information as In the move¬ 
ments of Ilussian troops in that region. 

Sir E. Grey considers that llis Majiisty’s Consul-General and Vice-Consul at 
.Meshed, both of whom are olTicers of llis Majesty’s Indian Army, s'.nmld be able to 
collect without difliculty such iufurmalion of ibis uature us is still uecessary, more 
especially in view of the fact that they will, presunmldy, still remain in possession of 
those means of obljiining it wliieb have been devised and are now controlled by the 
Military .Ittacbd. 

In view ol these considerations. Sir Iv. Grey wouhl not feel himself justilied in 
applying to the Treasury, on grounds of Imperial necessity, for sanction to the charge 
to British funds of a moiety of the cost of maintaining a Military .VttaclnS to llis 
Majesty’s Consulate-General at Mesheil, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEl. 


[16735] No. 189. 

Iinlia Office to Foreign Office.—(^Receieed .1/ny 15.) 

Sir, India Office, May I-l. 1918. 

IN reply to your letter dated the Rth instant ns to the application which it is 
expected will shortly he made to the Persian Government on behalf of Messrs, 
llaji .\li Akbar and Sons (Limited), of .Manehestcr, for a Concession to extract red 
oxide on the Island of- Sirri, I am directed by Viscount Morley to inclose copy of a 
telegram whieh, in acconlanco with Sir E. Grey’s request, has been sent to the 
Government of India on the question whether, in view of the present state of the 
controversy ns to the states of the island, any protest should ho made to the Persian 
Govcrninont against the grant of such n Concession. 

It sisims clear to lyjrd .Morley that no protest should bo made unless His .Majesty’s 
Government are pre))ared to take the neeessary steps to prevent practical olTcct being 
given to any Concession granted by tin* Persian Government. 

;Vs regards the (|uustion of obtaining from the linn concerned a guarantee that the 
Concession will be controlled by them as a British Comiiauy in British intere.sts, and 
will not be transferred to nor shared in by any foreigner, it seems to Lord Morley that 
it would be advisable! to approach .Messrs, llaji Ali .4.kbar and Sons on the subject 
without delay, if this can be dom*, iis ])resumably it can, without prejudicing the 
power of His .Majesty’s Gov(!rnment to protest etrcclnally hereafter against the grant 
of a Concession by the Persian Government. Otherwise it seems uecessary to defer 
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any communication with the firm till it has been decided whether or not such a 
protest should be made. 

I am, &o. 

(Signed) A. QODLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 189. 

Fiscoiint Morley to Government of India. 

(’rclegraphic.) P. India Office, May 13, 1908. 

VLK.VSE refer to letter dated the 30th ultimo to the Foreign Office, forwarded 
with letter of the 1st instant from Political Secretary, India Office, regarding a 
probable application for Oxide Concession in Sirri. I should be glad to have your 
views by telegraph on the question which has been raised whether, in view of the 
present state of the controversy as to sovereignty over the island, a.ssortion by Persian 
Government of any pretension to grant a Concession should be allowed to pass without 
a protest by His Majesty’s Goverjimont. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May \o, 1908. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 2l8t March last, res|KX!ting the services of 
the Khan of Bander Rig in connection with the capture of the Uayir pirates, I am 
directed by Secretary Sir I*. Grey to inclose copy of a despatch from llis Alajesty’s 
t'lnrgd d'.Vflaires at Tehran on the subject.® 

In view of the ra(!ts mentioned by Mr. Mmding, Sir E. Grey would propose, 
subjer't to the eoncurrenee of Secretary Viseount Morley, to take no further n<!tion in 
the mailer. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 17.) 

iTclegraphic.) P. Gulahek, May 17, 1908. 

iIeSIGNATION of Ministry. 

'The Ministers have a^in resigned, and tlio Shah has sent, through the President 
of the Assembly, a cordial telegram to Nasr-ul-Mulk, in which ho invites liim to come 
back, but I thmk it improbable that he will do so. 


.Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 17.) 

(No. 123.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Gulahek, May 17, 1908. 

(lEUMAN loan. Your telegram No. 97 of the 14th instaut. 

Until the German bank is opened here 1 do not think that Persian Government 
can obtain a loan from Germany secured on customs. 

1 undurataud that Ehtcshain-cs-Sultaueh is still ia Berlin, and, as a precaution 
inquiries might be made whether ho is negotiating anything there. ’ 


• .No. 164. 
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[17096] 

India Office to Foreiijn Office.—{Received May 18.) 

THE Undor-Sccrctary of State for India pre-seats his compUmonte to the tTnder- 
Sccrctarv of State for Foreign Aflairs, and. by direction of Viscount Morley, 
lierewitt:, for the information of tlie Secretary of State, copy of a “S™"* ^ fte 
Viceroy, dated the IStli instant, relative to a prohablc application to the i^orsian 
Government for an Oxide Concession in Siri Island. 

India Office, May 10,1908. 


Inclosnre in No. 193. 
riacount Morley lo Government of India. 

\ U India Office, May 13,1908. 

' refer to letter dated the 30th iiltoo to 

with letter of the 1st instant, from Political Secretary, India OfEce, regarding 

’’’■"'’fshinZtS;/” W y"rb^ on the question which has been 

raised whether, in view of the present state of the controversy ns to sovereignty oyer 
the island, assertion by Persian Government of any pretensimi to grant a Concession 
should be allowed to jlass without a protest by Ills Majesty s Government. 


[16927] 

Sit' Kdward Grey to SiV K. Luscettof. 

[TelVgiihie,.)^^ P. 

MMlb^relwencoto telegram No. 128 of yesti'rdny’s date from Tehran. 

It would he undesirable for the German (tovcrnmenl to learn that inquiries are 
being made by us. Have you any source from wbich you could obtain mformation 
willioul ri'coiu’st; to tlio Uovoruiut'ut? 


[17203] 

India Office lo Foreiyn Office.—(Received May 19.) 

India Office, May 10,1908. 

WIT'II reference to voiir letter dated the 12th instant relating to the 
.viih lhe 1 uissian Goicrmnent for the exchange of the Tehran-Meshed and Ivhaf- 
K-isrutiiimd li'IcMniih linos. 1 am dircctctl to inform you tliat V iscount Morloy 
in'ihi' view llnrthe best solution of the (luestioii, so far as the employiis of tlie ti o 
GovornVnenta arreone^^ is to be found in the withdrawal of the signallers of 

either P.^^ telegram which the Sccretai-y of 

State bn l".roign aILcs proposes to address to IHs Majesty’s Chargd d’Alfa,res at 81. 
Petersburgh on the subject. ^ 

(Signed) A. GOULEY. 
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[17203] No. 196. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O’Beirne. 

(No. 133.) 

(I'elegmphio.) P. Foreign Office, May 20, 1908. 

EXCGANGE of Persian telegraphs. 

With reference to the despatch from Sir A. Nicolson No. 193 of the 13th April. 

Although it was not mentioned specifically in Sir A. Nicolsoii’s Memorandum of 
the 23rd March last that Eussian signallers would be allowed to use the line on the 
section Khaf-Na.sratabad hotweon specified hours, there was no intention on the part 
of llis Atajesty’s Government of endeavouring to deprive them of tiiis privilege, to 
which they would inevitably he entitled in view of the Concession of a similar 
jii'ivilege to our signallers on the Tehran-Meshed line and on the Meshed-Khaf 
sci tion. You should inform the Russian Government of the above in answer to their 
aide-mdmoire of the 12th ultimo, and should also place the following considerations 
before them:— 

'The whole question of the exchange has now been submitted to a further 
examination by Ifis Afaje-sty’s Government, who have formed the opinion that the 
best solntiou, as far as the matter of signallers is concerned, would be that each 
Power should entirely withdraw its em|iloy6s from the sphere of the other, in 
.seeordance with the original projiosnl contained in the Memorandum wliich was 
presented by Sir A. Nicolson to M. Isvolsky on the loth April of last year, and that 
Be arrangement should he concluded by which an undertaking should bo given by 
each Power to issue to its own employes within its sphere instructions to transmit all 
messages sent by Agents of the other Power or in the interests of its suhjei’ts with all 
projier regard to accuracy and dispatch. An c.xchange of notes might be adopted as 
the means of concluding such an arrangement. 

It is the opinion of His Afajesty’s Government that the above solution is more 
strictly in conformity not only with the spirit of the Anglo-Russian Convention, the 
chief object of which is to remove all possible causes oi' friction which might arise 
between Russia and Great Hritain, a fact which recinvcd such clear and full expres¬ 
sion in the aide-memoire of the Russian Government ilatcd the 13th .Tune of last year, 
but also with that of the lirst two Articles of the Agreement of the 31st .Viigust, 
li)l)7. It was understood at the time that the “same conditions” of which mention is 
made in the said two Articles were the conditions alfcetiiig relations with and ohliga- 
lions towards the Pereian Government and the repair and upkee|i of the lines, and 
this was indeed the view by which ITis Majesty’s Government were guided when they 
agreed that Russian control should be continued over the Mcshecl-lChaf section. 

AVhilst making it clear that Ilis Majesty’s Oovornment are only actuated by the 
wi.sh to insure the success of the Convention by regulating their actions strictly in 
accord with its spirit, you should ask the Russian Government to accept this 
proposal. 


[15994] 


No. 197. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 20, lt)08. 

I A.M directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to transmit to you herowith copy of 
a despatch from His Majesty’s Charge d’.VU'aircs at Tehran respecting the wish of the 
Sheikh of Mohummnrah and of the Haklitiari Khaiis for closer relations with Great 
Hritain.* 

1 am to suggest, for the consideration of Secretary A’iscount Alorley, that, in view 
of the fact that the Sheikh of Mohammerah, by reason of tlie geographical situation of 
his po.s.scssion8 and his coiisidorable Iwal intluence, is in a position to hinder and even 
to prevent the prosecution of any foreign enterprise in the country watered by the 
Karun, it is very desirable to secure his absolute adherouee to Rritish interests in order 
to insure that his power may always lie exercised in their favour by opposing any 
seliemcs which may be distasteful lo llis Alajesty’s Government. 

Sir E. Grey is therefore of opinion that the general nssurancos already given to 
the Sheikh should ho repeated, and that he should he informed that they will be 
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* No. ICd. 
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oonaidered to hold good as regards his successor. It might further he pmntcd 
the Slioikh that Ilis Majesty’s Government have engaged to respect the mdependonee. 
and integrity of Fcrsin, which involves maintenance of the slalus i/uo m that wuntry 
and includes the continimnoo of the Shcikli’s present state of autonomy. Extern^ 
aggression would constitute (in infringement of Persian integrity, which is recognized 
by the Aiiglo-Eussian Convention. . , . 

'I he Bakhtinri Khans, on the other hand, occupy .a different imsitioii, and tlu ir 
aims appear to he in the direction of independence. Ilia Ma 3 e.stp Government aie 
not Isiund by any assurauces with regard to them. They have not shown themaelvcs 
to be tnistwc.rthv in the past, and their recent behaviour towai-ds Biatiah emterpnsu 
in their countiy, such ns those of the Oil Concessions Syndicate and of the Euphrates 
and Tigris Sfenm Navigation and Persian Transport Companies (Limited), lias not been 

Sir E.’ Grey therefore considers that any engagement given to the Khans, heyond 
an assurance of friendlv sympathy, would be likely to be utilized by them to create 
difficulties between Ills ilajesty’s and the Persian Goovernmeiits. 

1 am to state that Sir E. Grey would be glad to receive in duo course an expression 
of Lord Morley’s views and of those of the Government of India on this question m 
its -nmeral aspect and also with regard to the suggestions set forth above. 

X am, &c. 

(Sigued) LOUIS MALLET. 


[16735] No. 19«. 

Foreign Oj^ce to India Office. 

(j. Foreign Office^ Mag 20, 190b. 

I AM directedhy Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the recoiyt of yoiu 

letter of the l-ttli instant relative to the application which 

bo made to the Persian Government on hebalf ''f ifirri ‘ 

(Limited), of Maiicliester, for a Concession to extract red oxide on the I”'"™ 

1 aiii to inform voii in reply that Sir E. Grey concure in the mow of Sccrirtary 
Viscount Morley, that, no protest should be made against the ju'eteusimi of the Pirs an 
(ioveriimont to grant such a Concession, iiiUess Ills ilajratys Governn cut arc 
prepared to take the iircessiiry steps to prevent priicticiU effect being given “ 

Should it be decided, after consideration of the views of the Govormueut of India, 
to make such a protest, it will hecoiiie necessary to warn ’ll.'® 

the action contemplated, ami it therefore appoara 9^7 I m a Colico^ii n 

now to demand their assent to conditions regarding the exploitation ol a Coneossion 
which llis Majesty’s Goveniineiit may subsequently feel obliged to prevent them from 

olitamin,,^ Grey would accordingly propose, if Lord Morley concurs, to abstain from 
addressing any commiinicatioii ■whatever to the Company until the views of the 
Goveriimciit of India have hceii received and considered, and a detimte course of 

Action decided upon. , „ 

* I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[17443] No. lUU. 

hditt Office to Foreign Office.—(Ueceived Mag 21.) 

tndia 0/A'ce, May 20, 1908. 

’ IN reply to your letter, dated the IBlli instant, as to the proposal to express to 
the Persian Goverumoiit llis Majesty’s Goveriiiiieiit’s apprtmiation of the serucos of 
the Khan of Bandar Hig in connection with the capture of the Dayir pirates, I am 
directed to sav that Viscount .Morley concurs in the view that, in the cireuinstaiicis 
roiKirted bv Mr. ilnrling, no further action is called for in the matter. 

* • , I am, 

(Signed) A. QODLEY. 


[17612] 


No. 200. 

Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Greg.—{Received Mag 21.) 


(No. 124.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, .Mag 21, 1908. 

ALLIANCE between Sheikh of Mohanimeiah and Baklitiari Kliaiis. My despatch 
No. 97 of the 23rd ultimo. 

According to a rejxirt from llis Majesty’s Consul a formal written alliance has 
been concluded between the Sheikh of Mohammerah ami the Baklitiari Khans. 
Provided tliat their present privileges are respected and that no increase of ta.xation 
is deni.anded, they engage under this Agreement to remain loyal to Peraia, but they 
will combine to resist any interference. Both parties made professions of friendship 
towards this Legation, and informed the Consul verbally that cases of dispute between 
the two parties would lie referred to him. 

This AgR’enient, which appears to be quite spontnneoiis, should make for tran¬ 
quillity in these regions, but it is not likely to last long. 


[13229] No. 201. 

8 ir Edward Greg to Mr. .Marling. 

(No. 82. Conlidentinl.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, Mag 21, 1908. 

YOU will have observed that in the .Meinoraiidum prepared by .Mr. .1. 1). llces, 
M.P., on British interests in Persia, which formed the second mclositre in my despatch 
No. 70, Coiilidcntial, of the (ith instant, it is stated that “ there is already a 
Concession for certain roads, including Ispahan to liusliire, and for ‘ trains Henaivl ’ 
all over Persia. A Pomian holds this and has power to dispose of one-third of it to 
foreigners.” 

In llis telegram No. lot of the ISth Novombur, 1005, Mr. Ginnt-UulV reported 
the contemplated formation of a Company composed of nine Persians and one 
foreigner, with a capital of about lo.OOOI., for running a service of Ueniitd niolot 
trains between Tehran, Kum, and Kerinanslinb, and between Tehran and Meshed, but 
no further record of this or of any similar enterprise appears to exist in the archives 
of this Department. 

1 have accordingly to request you to report any information which you may bo 
able to obtain with regard to this question. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[17585] No. 202. 

Impel iat Hank of Persia to Foreign Office.—{Receired Mag 22.) 

Sir, 25, Atichurch Lane, London, Mag 21, 1008. 

IVrfll reference to our letter of the 13lh ultimo, addressed to Mr. .Mallet, 
the following is an extract from a letter received last mail from our chief office in 
Tehran;— 

“ There is no fixed proportion of the Kcrmaiishah receipts allotted to us ; what wo 
got is by the goodwill of the Administration, and if we insist on legal rights tho 
receipts would probably not be paid iu to us, the more so that the Russians contest 
our right to the Kurnianstiaii ciistoiiis, which they state nro liypotheeatcd to them.” 

Thu Russian Hank has nut yet been established at Kurmanslinh. 

I further beg to inclose fur information a list of the Kerimmshah customs receipts 
paid to the bank between the 21st September, li)07, and the 2()tti Eebriiary, 1008. 

1 have, lite. 

(Signed) G. NEWELL, 

.Manager. 
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Inclosurc in No. '202. 


K.BIIMAN.S1UI1 Customs Receipts from the 21st SeptemiHT, 1907, to the 
20th i'ehruury, 1908. 


Si'ptcinbiT 2S, 1907 .. 

Pn>mcnt by C*»»ioms 

Krar.s 

160,000 

(IcIoUt /». »i • • ♦ • 

M 

120,000 

1»♦ • • • • 

., 22. .. 


12l».000 


160,COO 

,, _0, t, .. • • 

November 




200,000 

„ 11. M «• 


200,oOO 



120,000 

„ 00. 


100.000 



Dcremlu'i* 7, .. •• •• 


120,000 



80.0CO 

. 

” 

50.000 

.Iiiiiiiiiry lOOH .. 




80,000 

>* . 


120,000 



100,000 

;io. 


100.000 

• 1 

KO.ilOO 

I'cbrni»ry •», „ 


80,000 

20. 

p 

70,000 



I 2,5-1*1,000 


117624J No. 203. 

Hr. o'lleiriif In tiir lidiimd Grnj.—^lleceived Mmj 22.) 

(Ti'.hw'i^iii-1 l> May 22, 1908. 

on Uusso-l’insiaii frontier. .My despatch No. 210 of the 30th ulliino. 
l■'ollo^vinK ollieial announcement has Ixion made liere i— 

On the 20ih instani a conimnnieatiou uaa addressed hy linssian Ocnciul to the 
Covernor-CeneralofTahreez, to elTect tlial nnless an indemmtv was receiveil lor loss 
of Unssian lives and proiierly, Russian troops would cross the 

ivonld he exacted, if neeessarv, hv e.xecntmn of lho.se eoneerned, and b.\ destruction of 
'dlhL'es. Persians were ^ivim until tnid-day t.Mlay to reply. Persian Lefiation here 
is in communication with Russian Oovernmeut on the subject. 


[177531 


No. 201. 


Mr. o'/fiiim' In Sir lidwurd Grey.—(deceived .May 23.) 

it'.'i * 1 ■ • l P I elerabaiijh. May 23, 1908. 

INtdllKN'l'S on Rnsso-Persian frontier. My immediately preceding telegram. 

'''''^"^A'rellnesu'iuadiM'v Persiaii Chargd d'AlTaires for delay of lifleeu days was referred 
to tlovernor of Caueas'ns, who has given his consent. 


[17827] 

.Mr. Marlimj lo Sir Edward Grey.—{lieceived May 20.) 

^No. lO.t.) Tehran, April 30, 1908. 

' ON Saturilav last, the 2.-)th, the Minister of finance, who, so far us 1 can learn, 
had imule im previous public aniiouncemenl of Ins inlenlion to do so, presented Ins 
limb'et to the Assemhlv, and in the speech with which he introduced it stated, as 
rc’urds his iiroposals for raising the import duties on tea and sugar, that he had 


consulted the Representatives of the two interested Powers—Great Britain and Russia 
—and had every reason tv hope that the proposed modification of the Tariff would 
encounter no opposition from them. 

Like every one else, M. Bizot was of course aware that 8ani-ed-T)owleh had for 
long been lucubrating some kind of financial scheme based on the elevation ot the 
duties on these articles, but nniil 3 o’clock on Saturday afternoon, when the Minister of 
Finance informed him that he was on the way to the House to lay the Budget before it 
and gave him a short sketch of it, 1 think .'Cl. Bizot was as little prepared ns I was to 
hear that a definite scheme had been elaborated. He has at all events never been 
consulted in any sort of way as to the scheme ns a whole, and has not even now been 
given a copy of it. 

. At this very unexpected disjilay of independence on the part of the Minister of 
Finance the French Minister invited the linssian Minister and myself to hear from 
M. Bizot the impression he had formed of the situation after a month’s work in 
Persia. 

\Vc accordingly met at the French Legation on the 28th. and from M. Bizot’s 
conversation I gathered hie general appreciation of the position to be somewhat as 
follows:— 

The Persian Government is practically at the end of its resources. The Department 
of Finance is daily besieged by crowils clamouring for payment of claims of every sort 
and kind ; the greater part of these claims are for pensions which, more often than not, 
had never been earned, but obtained by bribery, and which, in many cases, had heen 
abolished by the Assembly. The latter fact, however, made no sort of difference. No one 
examined the validity of a claim, and merely to be rid of the importunate claimants the 
Minister of Finance was freely giving out orders on the Customs, u Inch had no funds to 
meet them, and was consequently in turn besieged by the hungry horde. The general 
attitude seemed to be based on the belief that sooner or later a foreign loan would bo 
negotiated, and the first thing to he done would be to satisfy nil these pensioners troni 
its proceeds. There had been genuine disappointmetit that when he, .M. Bizot, arrived 
bo had not at once pulled millions from his pocket, and when he told I'ersiana that, in 
his opinion, Persia could not for some little time expect to raise aiiytliing but a very 
modest loan, they could not believe he was talking seriously, ns a smaller loan meant a 
smaller commission 1 

When he first began to work he found it prncticidly impossible to get any informa¬ 
tion at all. Of late matters had slightly improved in this respect, hat it was still 
exceedingly difticult to get any figiires to work on, and the Persians generally, and in 
particular the Jfinistry of Finance, seemed bent on preventing him from getting into 
touch with the people who could assist him and to whom he could give useful advice, 
such, for instance, as the memhersof the Finance Committee of the .Vledjliss. Nasr-iil- 
Mnlk had warned him in Paris that this would be tfie ca.sc, that all his actions and 
words woulil be misrepresented, and that if he made any written proposal to the Minister 
of Finance he should at the same time send a copy to the Medjiiss. Nasr-ul-Miilk’s 
advice had been only too well founded. As to the Budget, Sani-ed-l)owleh had never 
asked his assistance in preparing it, though once or twice he had asked him tor informa¬ 
tion which he probably rciiuired for that purpose, but until the Minister on Saturday 
afternoon had told him of its general tenor he had no idea what propo.sals it contained, 
lie thought that Sani-ed-DowIch’s secrecy in the matter was rather the result of vanity 
and a wish to show that he could dispense with liuropean assistance and lo gain credit 
lor the unaided production of the first Persian Budget. Of this he, .M. Bizot, had no 
desire lo rob the Minister; on the contrary, he was particularly anxious that it should 
be generally known among foreigners, as well ns by Persians, that he was in no way 
responsible for Sani-ed-Dowleh’s Budget. 

As regards the po.ssibility of the Persian Government obfaining a loan from Germany, 
.\1, Bizol thought that any operation on a large scale was almost out of the question. 
The only way in which Germany could gain any voice in the financial affairs of Persia 
was by the establishment of the German Bank and making advances on current account. 
This was quite feasible, and it was a danger very difficult to guard against. 

The cnnchision at which we arrived after a long discussion was that it was necessary 
to prevent the evident inclination that existed to ignore M. Bizot, and it was agreed that 
for this purpose the Russian and French .Ministers and I should give the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs to understand that it would be quite useless for the Persian Government 
to approach the Governments of Great Britain and Ruasia with any proposal for a 
modification of the Tariff without having first consulted the Financial Adviser. 

Accordingly at his usual reception on the 29tb 1 spoke to Mushir-ed-Uowleh, and 
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iiointed nut to him that, 80 far from having ever given Sani-ed-Dowleh or any other 
Fereiau Miniater any encouragement to think that His Majcflty’s Governnient were 
prepared to give their aasent to any increase of the import duties, I had alwaji'S been most 
careful to say that 1 had no knowledge at all of Hia Majesty’s Government s views, but 
1 tolt quite convinced that they would not even consent to take into cousidcration any 
proposal that had not been examined by and prepared with the n'-sistatice of Uie 
Financial Adviser. Snni-cd-Dowlelrs statement in Parliament that lie had snunded 
the Uepresentatives of the two Powers and had found them favourably disposed was 
therefore aliMilulely unwarrantuble as far as I was concerned, and, to the best of inj 
belief, the iittitii c of the Kus-siaii Minister had all along been the same as my own. 
Mushir-ed-Dowleh said that he was perfectly well aware ot this, ai.d had often told 
Sani-ed-Dowleh that it was no use laying proposals to modify the Customs • «[■'» hetore 
Parliamciil witlioiil first ohtaiuing the assent of the Powers having Conimerciul 'Ireuties, 
but the Minister of Finance was .so conviiieed of his own financial genius, so greedy of 
populaiity iu the Mcdjliss, that he refused to listen to reason, and had brought in his 
Budget in spite of all warning. The best thing would he tliat I should speak to liiin 
inysell. Both the French .Minister and M. dc Hartwig spoke to Musliir-cd-Dowleh the 
same day ou this sulycct. 

Tlic following day I saw Sani-ed-Dowleli and taxed him with having held out hopes 
to tile .Medjiias whicli my language to him did not tvarrant. 1 had always spoken with the 
greatest reserve on tlie question of a modification ot the Tarifi, and^ yet lie liad led the 
Medjiias to tliiiik llial he hud assured liimsclf of tlie assent of Ills Majesty’s Government, 
wheu Uis Jlajesty’s Government Imd never expressed any opinion at all on tlie qucsiion. 

I could only say again what I had always given the Persian Government to understand, 
viz., lliat Uis .Mnjesty’s Government would not entertain any kind of propo.sal on vliich 
the Financiai Adviser had not been consulted. His Excellency could not have been 
unaware of this, and yet lie had laid dcfinile proposuils before the Chamber,^ and had done 
no more than inform the Financial Adviser ot tlioir general tenor. His Excellency said 
the financial embarrassmoiil was so great that the Government could not wait until 
M. Bizot liad had time to complete his study of the situation, and lie had been obliged 
to take immediate action unless tlie country was to be ruined; as to what he had said as 
to obtaining the assent of tlie two Powers, lie was so convinced of their friendly attitude 
that lie had felt justified in expressing a confident liope tliat tlicy would not withhold it. 
.So lioiii'lcss, indeed, was tlio prospcci, and so weary was he of the vain struggle of doing 
soinotliiiig to improve it, tliat lie liad tliat morning decided to resign his ofliec. 

I said that tlie one thing wliieli His Majesty's Government desired was to see 
Persia peaceful and prosperous, lint if we wore asked to make a concession to the 
detriment of our eommercinl interests we were entitled to examine the proposals laid 
liefore us, and for tliis purpose His Majesty’s Government would be content to take the 
opinion of tlie I’ersiiin Government's own Financial Adviser. His Hxcelleiicy said 
that he would niueli prefer tliiil llis .Miijcsly's Government should send out some one 
from l.oiidoii to examine the situnlioii; if .'1. Bizot liad to he consulted on every 
question he would virtually hecoiiie Minister of Finance, wliicli would he intolerable. 
Persia did not want a second M. Nans. I scouted the idea of sending some one from 
l.oiidon. His Excellency liiid just been talking of the urgent need of finding resourcos, 
and yet lie now wanted to see a second specialist from Europe who would Imve to begin 
again wliere M. Bizot lind started a moiitli ago. It .M. Bizot liad not learnt ns mucli as 
could linve licen wislied of tlic finances of the country, the fault lay solely witli tlie 
Persian Government, wlio obstinately declined to ftirnisli liim witli the material to work 
on. in declining to avail tlicmselves of the services of tlie Financial .\dvisertlie Pcrsiiin 
Government were iieting like a sick man wlio, tinving called in a doctor, refused oven to 
ask advice. As for tlie fear that .\1. Bizot would ever iiim at oi'taining tlie position Ihiil 
>1. Knusliad occupied, ids Excellency must lie conscious tliat such a tiling was quite 
out of tlie ipiestioii. .M. Bizot liad no executive runclions ; Ids olficc was purely advisory, 
and tile I’ersiiin Government could accept or reject ids counsel as they liked. 

His Excellency reverted again and again to tlie idea ol special experts being sent 
out I'rom London and St. I’cterslmrgli to examine tlie situation, a suggestion wldcii 1 ns 
IVeiiueiitly pul iiside as one whicli would never he enterlniiied. Persia, 1 .said, not only 
wished to ohltdn a concession from us practically without rcinrn, hut wanted to lay down 
utterly uiircasoiiiible conditions as to tlie inaiincr in whicli we should grant tlic favour. 
I hopud his E.xcelloncy would reconsider ids decision to resign. Constant changes in tire 
Ministry weuld not help matters, and. from a merely personal point ol view, to resign 
inimedialcly alter introducing Ids l.udgcl would linvo u most iliiimiging effoct on tlie 
esteem and popularity he so deservedly enjoyed in llio country. 


I liave tried to include in the foregoing report the essential points of a conversation 
of more tlian an hour and a-half. The impression widch it produced on my mind is that 
Sani-ed-Powleh will not easily be reconciled to the idea of acting with M. Bizot. Hi“ 
motives iirc probably mixed. In spile of repeated failures in otlicr undertakings lie 
ha? an extraordinary lielief in Ids own powers, and puts aside every suggestion counter 
til his own ideas with a calm assurance of superior knowledge; and 1 think that in 
lids case his inde]icndeiicc of M. Bizot is, to a great extent, the outcome of this 
liHoyant self-confidence. On the otlier liand, there is little reason to doubt tliat with 
ids pronounced Ocrmnno]ildl sym]iathics lie is disposed to look on M. Bizot ns a 
proliahle Anglo-Uu.s.siaii agent, and, knowing what the popular feeling is on this 
subject of tlie Angin-Russinn accord, he is reluctant to appear before the .\i-seiiihly as 
I he Minister who has permitted tliat agent to obtain any control over Persian 
financial affairs. It is possible also tliat, recognizing tliat an increase of the customs 
is absolutely indispensable, and that tids remedy can only be obtained with the 
assent of Great Britain and Rns.sia, lie is unwilling openly to avow that, financially, 
Persia is dependent on tlic two Powers, and would like to represent them na being the 
only obstacles to reorganization and reform. 

It is unnecessary to give a detailed account of Sani-ed-Dowleli’s Budget. Its object 
ostensibly is to provide a larger revenue in order to enable tlic Pcraioii Government to 
restore some degree of order, to construct roads, and to improve public education. For 
tliis purpose various new internal tnxe.s are proposed, notably a tax on real property in 
towns, which has hitlicrto been exempt from any form of taxation, and, what is of 
immediate interest to ourselves, an increase of the import duties on tea and sugar. 
Tlierc is no suggestion of n foreign loan, but it is obvious that if once a surtax on tliese 
commodities were estalilislicd the resulting revenue would provide a convenient guarantee 
for effecting an operation of tliat kind. 

I liavc, &c. 

(Signed) CUARLKS .M. ArAIllHNG. 


[17828] No. 20(5. 

Mr. Marlinij lo Sir Kdwnrd Grey.—{Received .May 25.) 

(No. 104.) 

Sir, Tehran, May 4, lOOfi. 

.lUST liefore liis departure on leave. His Majesty’s Minister received a message 
from His Majesty the Sliali, tliroiigli Hussein Kuli Klian Nawab, requesting tliat tlie 
Legation would use its influence with the Imperial Bank of Persia to obtain a fiirtlier 
period of grace for a ccriain native hanker, Hajji Baglior, tor tlie rejiayment of an 
advance of 80,000 tomans cITectod with the iiank on lielialf of His Imperial Majesty. 
Two or three days later the Nawah called on mo to explain tlie matter again, and, in 
reply, I said that, while I should he very glad to transmit llis Majesty's request to tlio 
liaiik, I could not ask Mr. Raliiiio to act ollionvise than iu tlie interests of tlie iiank. 
I accordingly mentioned tlie matter to Mr. Kiihino, and informed him in writing timt, 
while tlie l.egation would lie glad if lie could see liis way to oliliging ttie Sliali, tlie 
question was of course one for liis own judgment. It was cvontually agreed on 
that tlie hank would grant Hajji Baglier a fiirtlier period of grace, Imt on condition 
tliiit, liy way of c.xtra security, tlie Shall would give to tlie hank Ids note of hand for 
80,000 toiiinns. Mr. llatniio also informed me verbally timt the transaction was a 
perfectly safe one, ns Hajji Baglier's debt to the liaiik was secured in otlier ways, ami 
that, us'u matter of fact, he only owed about 30,000 tomans, and even tliis could lie 
prolKilily recovered witlioiit mucli difficulty, 

Wlicn, towards tlie end of Novemlier, the period of grace lieiiig over, .Mr. llaliino 
requested me to press for tlie payment of tlie Slmli’s note, I lielieved timt lie only 
desired indirect pressure to lie liixmglit on Hajji Bagher, imt I neverlliele.ss, liotli in 
writing uiid verlmlly, requested Miishir-ed-l)owloli to liring tlie matter to His Imperial 
Majesty’s notice niid olitaiii a settlement. From wlint I learnt subsequently from 
Mr. A. 0. AVood, it appears, liowcver, that, on tlio sixmrity of the SImli’s note of hand, 
Jlr. Raliino liad advanced a fiirtlier sum of 80,000 tomans nominally to Hajji Baglier, 
imt really, no doubt, to His Imiiorinl Majesty; and since tlion I have eoiistaiitly 
ur^ed on tlio Alinistor for Foreign .AITnirs timt ids Excolloiicy must olitaiii sottlomout. 
Jlusldr-ed-Dowleh lias promised roiieatodly tliat (lie Sliali will redeem ids signature 
" in a few days,” and quite lately asked mo to agree tliat tlie bank sliould surrender 
the Shull’s note of hand iu exchange for an undertaking to pay within a fixed period. 
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As this was only a form of renewal. I asVcd Mr. Babino what reply I should make. 

Shah, I venture to request your instructions as to the steps I should lake., 

1 luivu, tStc. 

(Signed) CHARLES M. ilARLI.NG. 


[17829] 

Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Gret/.—ilieceived May 2a.) 

INO’ 105.) Tehran, May 4, 1908. 

THE German Minister called on me this morning and asked what I 

iHilore 1 saw him, one part '’f l''“ ’teu'lli that''in lutLlucing his 

“I i -toi .i f=u. ^ 

r::uu:iul!]:etir:^.:;etionwHhhisraiiw^^ 

opinion tlial the seheiue was 1 I pi^otiahlv he less capable than he; his 

escape by ■^‘^ih'-t.on. U mis ^ eomrol 

‘■"'’'h'c ih^t’ tot A 1, M Wr"t. hL^'ositi..n was perlcctly clear: he knew that 
was the hrst to h.mu. AS ) tl.c oiilv Powers possessing Commercial 

T rwiii S “C any altiridiou inthe eustoi.is 

;l:a;t^:lh^t M .:;:dinauyad gweto tHePersiau Government 

lie would have to take the fact into coiisuleralion. 

1 have, «c. 

(Signed) CHARLES M. ALVUL1>&. 


[17767] 

Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received May 25.) 

(No. 232.) Telervhurtjh, May 19, 11*08. 

German school at rehiaii. 


1 have, Ao. 

(Signed) HUGH O’REIRNE. 


163 


Inclosure in No. 208. 

Note communicated by M. Isvolsky to Mr. O’Beirne, May 3 (16), 1908. 

LE Ministfiro Imperial des Affaires liltrangires s’empresse dc fairc savoir A 
PAmhassadc de la Grande-Bretagac, cn rdponse A I’aidc-mdmoiro cn date du 
2 (15) Mai courant, quo des instructions ont dtd envoyfies au Ministre de Russia a 
Tdhdran, I'invitant A fixer, d’accord avee Mr. Marling, le mode d’agir quo les Reprd- 
sentants des deux Puissances auraient A adopter dans la question d'uii subside pour 
IVcole Allemandc A Tdhdran. 


.Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received .May 2.5.) 

(No. 233.) 

Sii*^ St. Petersburgh, May 19, 1908. 

M'lTH reference to your despatch No. 131 of the 13tti instant relative to the 
question of the use of the Kennaiishnli customs revenues as security for foreign 
loans to Persia. I have the honour to tramsmit to you herewith eojiy of a note verbnle 
communicated to the Russian Government on the 26th April (9th May), and of 
a further note of to-day’s date which T have addressed to M. Isvolsky on the 
subject. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HUGH O’BEIRNE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 209. 

Note coaiaiiinicated by Britieh Embaeey to Russian Government, April 26 (.i/«y 9), 1908. 

EN rdponse A I’aide-mdmoire du Mini.stAre Impdrial des Affaires Etraiigdres cn 
date du 2 (15) Avril, I’Amhassadc d'Angletcrre a I’honneur d’inforiner le Ministdre 
Impdrinl que le Cliargd d'Affaires dc .8a Majestd A Teluirnn a 6td muni d’instructions 
de s'elTorcer d'arriver A une solution par laquolle les revenus de la douanc de Bouchir 
seraieiit affeetds, au lieu de cenx de Kerinanchah, A la garantie des einpruiits conclus 
par la Baiique Impdrialc do Perse. Ndanmoiiis, Mr. Alarling a dtd autorisd, pour le 
cas oA eetto sol ition rencontrerait trop dc diflloultds, A sc rallier A un Arrangement 
duns le sens d’une proiiosition que—cninme le Gouvernement dc Sa Majestd eroit le 
savoir—l’.*V"cnt Einancier de Russie en Perse a mise cn avaiit, scion laqiiolle les 
revenus de la douanc dc Kermanchah seraient partagds entre la Banque d’Escompte ct 
dc Prdts dc Perse et la Banque Impdriale de Perec. 

L’.Vmhassndc doit ajouter quo Mr. Marling n’n (las encore fourni de rapport sur 
les ddmarches qu’il a pu fairc dans Ic but indiqud ci-dcssus. 


luclosuro 2 in No. 209. 

Mr, O'Beirne to .M. Isvolsky, 

Jl. le Ministre, St. Petersburgh, May 6 (19), 1908. 

M'lTH reference to the nide-mdinoire from this Einhiussy dated the 20th April 
(9th May), I have the honour to inform your E.xcellenoy that 1 have now received 
fuller information from His Majesty's Goveriuncnt regarding the question of the 
Kermanshah customs revenues. 

Sir Edward Grey desires mo to explain that some misunderstanding apiicars to 
have arisen between M. de llartwig and Mr. Marling from the following causes:— 

Air. Marling was unaware that the debts of the Persian Government to the 
" Banque d’Escompte et dc Prdts de Perec ” were secured on the customs affected to 
the services of the regular Russian loans of 1990 and 1902. M. dc llartwig made no 
distiuetioii between the two forms of debt, hut regarded them Ixitli ns Government 
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lows, whereas Mr. Marling considered—and Jf. Ostrogradsky appears to have agreed 
witli this view—that the former, which are in krans, should bo regarded rather as 
advances on current account. 

His Jr.ijesty’s Government would prefer that the Arrangement at present in 
force under which the .iermanshah revenues, though forming part of the security 
assigned to llussia, have lor the past twt) years and more been .alfeoted to the [mperial 
Bank of Persia slumhl now cease, and tiiat it should he succeeded by one under which 
the revenues of the Kcrmarishah customs should be used exclusively for the payment 
ol the loans of the Russian Bank, while the interest of those of the Imperial Bank 
should he met out of the proceeds of the Bushire customs. Jlr. Marling is, however, 
of the opinion that it would be prematui-e at pre.scnt to approacb the Persian Govern¬ 
ment with a view to ohtaining their sanction to this readjustment, and in those 
circumstances llis JIujesly's Government arc disposed to consent to such an Arr!ui''e- 
ment as can be arrived at bidwecn the Imperial Bank and the Russian Finaiunal 
Agent in Persia on the lines proposed bv the latter. 

M. Ostrogradsky has informed Mr. Jfarling that the additional amount required 
to make the advances of the “ Banque d’liscompU- ot de Prfits ” ahsolutely sure would 
not in all probahility bo large, and that ho was quite ready to make some arrangement 
with the lm])crial Bank of I’ei-siu for a division of the recei])ts from the Kermanshah 
customs. 

[ am directed to im|uirc wlndhcr the Russian Government have any objection to 
an .O-rangenumt such as that proposed by M. Ostrogradsky, supposing it should bo 
possible to conclude one satisfactory to both partita; such Arrangements renuxin 
in force pending the solution of this question by the transfer by the Persian 
Government of the lien held by the Imperial Bank ol Peraia from Kermanshah to 
Bushire. 

I avail, &c. 

(Signed) HUGH O’BlilRNJi. 


[18016] No. vio. 

Ituliti Ojjirf tu Foreign O/ficir—iltereived Mno d5.1 

TIIK L'nder-Seeretury of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of Stale for Poreigii .klTairs, and, hy direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the 
\ ieeroy, dated the ISth .May, lilOS, regarding Lingah dhows" flying the German flag. 

'I'lie rules referred to in the tclc’grum are presumably Ibo’se printed in Inelosmre 
No. 2 of a letter from the Government of India in the Porcigu JJepartment dated 
the 5th .lamiary, 11)05, of which a copy is inclosed.*^ 

Imtia Office, Mag 23, 1908. 


Inclosure in No. 210. 

Oovernment of India to Viecount Morieg. 

Crolographic.) P. y/ay ipyg. 

•ei dhows flying the German flag. Your telegram dated the 30th ultimo. 

Ihe following telegram dated the 9th instant, received from Resident in Gulf, in 
whose recommoudatioiis wc concur:— 

**i^'*i supposing that non-British vessels arc flying British flog is 

furnished hy inquiries, but the rules do not appear always to be strictly adhered to 
a^ regards the acipiisiiioii and annual renewal of certificates. 1 a*ra directing 
Ilopresentativos fo bring the rules on tlie subject to the notice of British subjects, and 
I would i^commend postpuncment for a few weeks of further steps in connection with 
(lerman dhows. 


• Nut piiuiod. 
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[18120] No. 211. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Receiecd .Mag 20.) 

THE Under-Socrctary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of Stale for Foreign Aflairs, and, by direelion of Viseount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Seeretarj- ot Slate, and with reference to the letter 
from the Foreign (.fllico of the 20tb instant, copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated 
the 22nd May, regarding a concession to extract rod oxide on the Island of Sirri. 

India Office, Mag 20, 190.S. 


Inclosure in No. 211. 

Govei nmtnl of India to Viscount Morieg. 

(Telegraphic.) P. ’ .Mag 22, I90S. 

SIRRI Island. Your telegram dated the ISth instant. 

We would not reeoinmend entering any protest against proposed concession lieiiig 
gninled, provided a guarantee iu the terms suggested by the Resident in the Golf is 
given by the manager of the firm. Wo think, however, that it would bo desirable, in 
view of possible eventualitie.s in the future, that a formal reservation of the Jowasini 
claim should be made. 


[18156] No. 212. 

8iV /■'. Lasceltes to Sir Edward Greg.—IHeceired Mag 2ti.) 

(No. 15.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Heriin, Mag 2l>, 19l).S. 

GERM.VN loan for Persia. Votir telegram No. 3.5. 

Herr von Schon said this afternoon, in s|ieaking of Peraiaii aflairs, that the chief 
dillienlty for Pin-sia consistcii in an absolute wiiiil of money. Germany bad been urged 
to establish a bank at Tehran, for which she held a Oonees.sion, with the object of 
remedying this want, hut there was no immediate pro.speel of Ihe bank lieing 
estaldished, as it was evident that no German financier would advance money lo 
I^'rsia under presuiit eircumstaiices. 1 have had no opixirtuiiity of niaking direct 
inquiries on the subject of your telegram. 


[18131] No. 213. 

Mr. G. Uarclag to Sir Edward Greg.—(^Iteceiaed .Mag 20.) 

(No. 111.) 

('Iclegraphic.) P. Con.staniinoplr, .l/ny 20, IflOS. 

Following telegram. No. 31 of the 22iid instant, received yesterday friau 
Mr. Wralislaw, Urimiia;— 

“ I bave heard nothing of Tahir Pasha’s iiiovemonts. 

“ The Turkish troops in the Tergavar district have been eoiisidorably reinforced." 


[18154] No. 211. 

.Mr. G. Ilarclug to Sir Edward Greg.—(Keceired Mag 20.) 

(NV 118.) . ’ 

(Telegraphic.) P. Constantinople, Mag 20, I9US. 

FOLLOWING telegram. No. 32, dated the 25tli .May, received to-day from 
Mr. Wratislaw, Uriimia;— 

“ In my lologrnm No. 29 of the 2nd instant I reported the submission of a number 
of Sunni villages south of Urumia to the Turks. The village of Shcitaimbad, in the 
centre of this district, had still reinnined in the hands of tlie Persians, being held by 
a_garrison of lltl) men. This place wins siirruiiiidcd three days ago by a large force of 
Kurds estimated at 1,000, and after some lighting the Persians surrendered yesterday. 








There were some Jifergaver Kurds, I Iwliove, in tlie attacking force, but t!ie majority 
were from Ushnu, where there is a Turkish Kaimakaiii, and were commanded by 
Miislaffa Khan, tlie Cliief of the Zguar tribe of Uslinu. 

“ I cannot help thinking tliat Tahir is deliberately delaying his arrival in order to 
allow time for a general forward movement by the Turks, or Kurds under their orders, 
which 1 am afraid is to be expected." 


[182571 No- Sl-I. 

Mr. Marliut/ to Sir EdivartI Grn/.—{lieceivtid May 27.) 

(No. 12.0.) 

cr.-legraphic.) 1’. Tehran, May 27, 1908. 

INOIDUNT on liusso-lO-rsiau frontier: telegram No. 8-1 from St. I'etci-shurgh. 
llussian (lovorumeut gave a rorinight's respite at personal requestor the Shah. 
This period of time, the Peraian Government assert, is insunieieiit for them to carry 
out steps for the arrest of the murderers and the reluni of the stolen rifles and property 
which are among the eight conditions imposed by Russia. 

The .Miuislor for Foreign AlTaii-.s asked me for advice, and I told him that, in my 
o|iinion, the Russian ilemands should he agreed to in principle, and that Rei-sia should 
do her liest l<i fnllil l.er promises within the fixed time. 1 siiid that she could trust to 
generosity of llussian Government if this proved impossihle. 


[17767] No- 210. 

Sir lidwaril drey to Mr. Marlinij. 

(No. 103.) 

('I'clegraphie.) 11. Forch/n Office, .Man 27, IflOS. 

GI-IKM.VN School. 

Necessary insfruetions have lawn sent to Russian Minister. 


[18257] No. 217. 

Sir Ftlauiril Grey to .\lr. Martina. 

(No. lot.) 

('I'eh-graphie.) 1’. Foreign Office, .May 28, 1908. 

i AITMIOVR language held by you to Minister for Foreign AlVairs on subject of 
tin- llusso-l'ersian lronli<'r as reported in your Icdegram No. 12") of yesterday’s date. 


[178281 No. 218. 

.Sir Edirard (heif io Mr. Marlnuj. 

(No. SO.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 2S, 1908. 

I IIAVR re(-eived your despatch No. lOt of the -Ith in.stant, relative to the 
advances madi- hy the Imperial Rank of I’ersia to the native hanker llajji liagher on 
behalf of the Shah. 

1 approve tin- action taken liy you up to the prosent as reported in your dcsi«itch, 
and 1 conenr in your view that it woulil he undesiruhlu for you to make a personal 
application to llis l-nperiid Majesty with a view to obtain |«iyment of the debt. 

Tile only course open to yon in the circumstaners would thereforo appear to 
he to continue to press the Persian Governinont for payment through the usual 
diplomatic channel. 

The case has been e.xplained verbally to the t.'hairman of the Hoard of Oircotors 
of the hank, who fully realizes the signilicaiice of the part jdayed by the bunk’s 
Alnnagcr-in-chief at Tehran, and who has made no rciiuest for any furllicr action by 
llis Majesty’s Legation. 

I am, &c. 

(Sigm-d) R. GREY. 


[183891 No. 21fi® 

Mr. O'Beirne to Sir Bitiimrii Grey.—{Receiced May 28.) 

(No. 87.) 

(’lelegraphic.) P. St. Petersburgh, May 28, l^S. 

liUSSO-PERSLVN frontier. 

lieferring to telegram No. 125 of the 27th instant from Tehran. 

I w-as informed yesterday by M. Isvol.sky that, in his opinion, Persian authorities 
would lie unabh- to exact the satisfaction which Russia required from the offending 
tribesmen, in which ease he intimated that punitive measures would have to be t.akon 
by tho Russian General. 
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[18016] No. 219. 

Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, May 28, 1908. 

T AM (linicled by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge tbe receipt of 
your letter of the 23rd instant, relative to tlie use of the. German flag by native dhows 
at Linga. 

I am to inform you, in reply, that, in view of the reasons given by His Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Bushiro in his telegram of the 9th May addressed to the Government 
of India, Sir E. Grey concurs in the opinion that further steps with regard to this 
matter should be postponed for a few weeks. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. LANGLEY. 


[18570] No. 220. 

Mr. Marling to Sir Rdnmrd Greg,—{Received May 29.1 

(No. 126.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 29, 1908. 

1 HAVE received following telegram from His Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Bush ire ;— 

“ According to telegram I have received from Lieutenant Wilson, oil has been 
struck at 1,200 feet. The oil rises To feet .above ground level intermittently." 


[18574] 


No. 221. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received May 29.) 


(No. 127.) 

Crelegraphic.) P. Tehran, May 29, 1908. 

PERSIAN Customs launches. 

Following incidents have occurred recently in the Gulf:— 

His Majesty’s ship “ Laiureneo ’’ discovered on the 15tli April a Persian Customs 
launch from Bunder Abbas issuing from an inlet on the Muscat Coast near MusandiiiL 
The excuse given was that a dhow had left Bunder Abbas without a clearance, and 


that she had followed it. 

Since then the Customs launch from Lingah visited British Bassidii by night. In 
spite of protest, the Customs Mudir, the skipper, and part of the crow lauded and 
created a disturbance. Thu British coal agent was insulted and threatened, and the 
inliabitants maltreated. 

At the beginning of May an inoffensive dhow was seized on the Muscat Coast near 
Ras Lima, anil towed to Bunder Abbas by the Cliarbar launch. 

His Majesty’s Consul succeeded in obtaining some satisfaction locally in two latter 
eases, but the local Belgian Customs Director admits that his control over Persian 
skippers is not effective. 

I had already spoken to the Administrator of Customs in 'I’chrau in consequence 
of the first case, and he gave instructions in the sense desired; but it seems that his 
autliority is ineffective, as the two other cases have occurred since then. 

In order to put an end to these objectionable practices, by which maritime peace 
is endangered, and to relieve us of responsibility in the event of retaliation being 
resorted to by the Arabs in cases such as tlio first and third, which has been threatened. 
His .Nlajesty’s Consul-General urges that a formal protest should be made to the 


Pereian Government. 

Might 1 bo authorized to present a protest in writing with regard to the Bassidu 
incident on the groimd of tliat place being British, and to address a further note in 
regard to the first and third incidents, requestiug that lauuchos should couliue their 
[1580] 2 S 















J5S 

activity to Persian waters, and strongly warning the Persian Government against 
action Ming taken in Muscat waters by these vessels ? * 

Please inform me wliat the legal status of Customs preventive vessels is outside 
the territorial waters of the country to which they belong. 


[18730] No. -^22. 

Or. Miirlhuj to Sir Edward (htij.—(Received May 30.) 

(7.eiegin|)hic.) P. Tehran Mav 30 1908 

pCIOMNTS on Husso-Persian frontier. Telegram from .Mr. O’Bcirhe, No. 87 
It appears from all the Persian oiricial accounts of the incident that the Uussian 
Mldiors committed mo.st serious excesses to avenge the death of the Uussian olTicer at 
IJelaswar, who, moreover, was admittedly in the wrong in crossing tlie frontier. This 
IS conlirmed by the meagre independent testimony I have received. That Ifussia 
Bhoidd doinand comixinsatioii for injuries which are insignificant as coiiimred with the 
murdem and damage committed on Persians by her own troops lias conscoueiitlv 
aroiiMid great indignation here. ^ 

Tliough the Persian (loverumont are making an effort Ui give the reimration 
reqiiinMl witliin iho stipulated time, it is, in my opinion, quite beyond their power to 
do fio; tlioy may not. however, venture to agree formally to the Russian demands, in 
view of [lie great piililic excilomenl. The appointment of a Mixed Conmiissioii of 
Imiuiry is lieiiig pressiid for, lint the Uussian Minister has, so far, refused to accept 
tln8 projMJsal. I ho ulfoct bore will Ik3 lam(?ntable if the Uuiwiau Government persist 
m exacting piinishimmt of ihr tribe thoinsolvcs. 

(Oonfiduntial.) 

Tlic Uussian Minister here recognizes, 1 think, that enforcement of the ultimatimi 
IS scarcely juslihable. and certainly inexpedient, in view of the fact that Persia has 
legitimate grounds for complaint against the behaviour of the Cossacks 


[ 19160] No. 223. 

India D/fiee la Eoreiijn •(Received June‘i.) 

I ,,i . I , , o t]//'". hole 2, 11108. 

.A.M dirccicd by the iVcrctary of blate for India to invite the attention of the 
beoretary of State lor horcigii Affairs to the letter of the Kith February last from the 
liTifiurud Ihink «»f I ciiim as lo tho (!oiitinuaiica of the exjwrimental urnmgement, which 
expires this year, for the estahlishmcnt by the bank of a branch in Soistan, and to the 
tolcgrniihic correspondence with the Govommeiit of India on the subject. The Unuk 
It will he observed, make it a coudilion of maintaiiiiiig the Seislaii branch that the 
subsidy hithorto paid to them should lie mcrea.seil by a sum sullicieiit to cover the loss 
now uiimmlly borne by the bank, which may be estimated at (iOOf. per annum. 

(Kiinmorcmlly, it eeoins clear that tho roKults of the oxporimeut have not hetm such 
m to justify its coiiliiiuimco; nolitieally, Viscount Murley is not satislied timt the 
advantHp\H accruing from It to British interests are commensurate with the expense 
involved, and ho will bo glad to learn whether Sir Edward Grey concurs in tliis view. 

I am, (.Vc. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Inclosuro 1 in No, 22'd. 

Consul Kftinion to Government of India. 

. . 1 •. r . • Se/»Mu,.UmcA31,PJ08. 

I llAV L the honour lo auinint, for the miornmtioii ot the (lovernment of Imim 
a eopy of my de.spateli, date.l the 3t)lh March, to his Majesty's Charge d'AlIaires at 
lohmn, logcilicr with a copy of the commumcation to which it is a rnply. 
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luclosui’o 2 in Xo. 223. 

Mr. ^farlin<J to Consul Kenuion. 

(Telegraphiop Tehran, Fehruanj \2, 

I THAXSiilT to you herewith, in original, a «lcspatch from tho Foreign Ofiieo 
regarding tlie working of the X^usratabad lu-anch of the lmp(;rial Bank of Persia. 

I should he glad to receive from you a report stating the reasons for wliich, in 
your opinion, tho branch in (piestion has been working at a loss, in spile of the subsidy 
granted by tho Indian Government, and in what way it may he ixjssible to remedy the 
present state of affairs. 


Inelosiiro 3 in No. 223. 

Consul Kennion to Mr. Marihuj. 

{'relegrapliic.) Svistan, March 30, 190.S. 

I HAVE tho honour to acknowledge tho receipt of your despatch, dated the 
12 lli hebruary last, regarding the working of the Nasratahail hniiicli of the ImjKirial 
Bank of Persia, with inclosures. 

I am directed to state what, in my opinion, are the reasons for whicli this branch 
has been working at a loss, and to suggest means hy which it might bo possible to 
remedy this state of affairs. 

1 would remark, in the llrsl place, that tho Mcniornnduni of working expenses 
inclosed with your desjiatcli does not convey a just idea of tlie return on the capital 
actually employed in banking transactions. Money was spent on a site, lunldings, and 
furniture altogether out of projKirtion to the amount of business a bank could exjject to 
transact in Siustun. The buildings included two good houses, one of which is ocoupieil 
by llio Manager and his wife, tfui other by the Vice*(A)U8ul and (Ainsulate dcs’tor, 
besides an office, servants’ quarters, &e. The urea taken up is in excess of what was 
necessary, and was, 1 uiidei'stand, only accpiired as it might otherwise have been 
jjurchased by the Russians. The exce.ssive price paid for the land ^.5 kmiis jier /-arj 
must have been due to a similar reason, for 2 krans pei' zur, tlie rate at wliicli tiu* 
Consulate land was bouglit, is corlainly not low. 'Hms, of the capital of l0,<X)0f. 
allotted to the l)runch, stane 5,(MK)b was initial expenditure, while a similar sum 
represents tlie actual working <'apital in tlie Manager’s coiUrel. Tiic cost of buildings 
and furniture is, it seems, written off at tho rate of 5 per cent, per annum, the charge 
being added to the working expenses of the bank. Repairs to llie siimo form anotlier 
annual charge, so that in twenty yeaw’ time the houses will stand as an asset to tin* 
liank, paid for entirely by the earnings of tlie local brunch. 'I'liongh I understand that 
this is in accordance with commercial cuelom, it is to my mind questionalile whetlier it 
is correct to .show tho charge as a work ini' expense under tlie special (urcUmBtaiices of 
the ca.so. Since tho branch is inaintained mainly at tho cxjionso of tho Govorninent of 
India, it seems to me that either the buildings should, at tli * expiry of tlie twenty 
years, bec;ome their properly, or tluit the building fund should be kept entirely separate 
from the profit and loss account of tho branch. 

Burdened as at present it is liy the charges roferre^d to, the local branch can luintly 
be oxiK'Cled to work otherwise than at a loss. 

As reganls the question why tlie gro.ss earnings of tho liraiu-h are not higiier, 1 
wouUl submit tho following observations:— 

With a working of capital of 5,000/., the branch earned 

f A a. 

I o; *j 
240 4 y 

a.w 12 

SDl 0 0 

There has thus been a steady, if slow, increase, last year’s lignres amounting to 
approxiiimtoly S per cent, on the capital employed. 

Tho business of the bank is almost onliroly ronfnied to e.\<?liauge, buying and 
selling dnifts, and discounting bills. The rates charg»‘d by the bank for drafts arc 
high, varying frem 1 to 2J per cent., and if business were lirisk iiioiioy could be mado 
veiy ra]>idly. There is, liowever, a very limited demand for this class of business in 
S4tistau, and till within tlie last year a eoiisiderablc portion of tlie working capital was, 


Yuitr iMidinif Si'pU'uilxir T.IOI 
.. .. rjo.> 

.V .. . lUUG 

.. ., ISO? 










1 believe, lying idle. Anoiljer class of l)U6iness, however, offerejl, of which more could 
liav(* been made, and, in my o])inion, ought to have b<‘en made. I refer to loans to 
PereianH of position. During tlie year under report and since the following loans made 
])y the branch came to my knowledge 

Km. 

1. Juiiu IU07 .. TJie .Sliaukat'uUMubc .. 40,000 tu 12 |ict cent, payable in M tliiys. 

2. Hept. l'J07 . „ .. 2U.OOO „ 12 ,. „ 2 montlis, 

a. Frh. 1908 .. .. JUMIOO „ 18 .. 15 dnyx. 

4. NailMif Parmiaa.. .. 5o,OUo „ l.> „ „ 3 ijionilu*. 

.V ,. . Sartlar I’osaiul Kliau .. iiiiorexi mul i»orio(l miknmvii. 

'rhese were all rec(jvered when due without ilithculty ; 1 and 5 are not yet due. 

'Idle following are among tin; upplitaliouB for loans which were refused 

Kis. 

1. April 1907 .. Till-Sliuiikfttoil-Miilk .. .. l.’iOjOOO foi-r. to 12 

2. iliiiie „ .. ,, .. .. 50,000 ,1 2 nioiitliJ*. 

(Applied for after the loan of 40,ODD krans liad been repaid.) 

Kin. 

3. .tui»- 1907 .. The Mftlik.u-Tujjar.. .. .. aiMHK) for .3 months. 

4. .. Tho MuHiatili .. .. .. t-O.OOO „ 3 „ 

ii, ■ 'I'ho Nftib of iJaruMiiti .. .. .'),000 „ 3 „ 

f). Nov. .. Tho M«lik-«.Tnmr.. .. .. 20.000 .. 4 

7. Fel). 1908 .. Thy MuHimtli, Birjand .. .. lO.JHKl „ 3 „ 

(Tlic two latter were intended for pnrcdmsing trade goods in India.) 

'Idle security otVere«l in eacli case was. 1 believe, snllicieui to satisfy the lot'al 
Manager, init the sanclinn of the head otlice was refused. The reason a.ssigned for 
tliese refnsiils was the disturbed state of Persia. Their eantion mayor may not he 
jiiHiilied. Jt is at the same lime noteworthy (hat Kain and tSidstan have been among 
tlie (luictest distriels in Persia. Wbal 1 cannot lielp thinking may have had more to 
say to the bank*s Jittiturlc is that the Iwal branelds capital would liave been insulljcient 
Ui furiii.sh these loans without <;rippliiig ilu'insidvoR as reganls the (‘xchange business, 
and that the hea<l olUce was unwilling to witlulraw capital from brandies doing the 
more paying kind of business to enabli- tlie Seistan brandi to transact bnsmes.s of a 
less paying kiml. I would observe that llmugli loans arc considerably less remunerative 
than exehange traiiKactions, yet they return not less 12 per cent, to 18 per cent., as 
well us the commisHion on (lie draft by which the money is remitted to Tehran or 
^^leshed as llu* ease may Ik), for they are niridy recpiireil for local use. 

I think it probabh* tliat the branch could have increased its earnings if it had to 
some exlcni imitate<l the Knssian Dank in selling up a coinmennal agency aupple- 
mentury lo ilieir exchange business wiili India. In this conneetion I would request u 
reh-remi^ to »Sir lleiirv .Me.Mahon's iliary for the period ending the 24tli November, 
DJ0;i. 

.\nulher reason for the earnings of the lirandi Ijeing smaller than they uee<l have 
been, is ihul though at the outset the possibilities of Dirjand were recognized— 
Mr. N‘i!W<*ll, in liis letter ol the 22nd djily, 1001, to the foreign t Hlice, correctly referred 
to it as “a far more important jilace llian .Vasrataimil as a trade ilistribnling centre ”— 
the Dank, till the middle of llKHl 7, slioweil little energy* iu pushing their business in 
this [)lace. Had ila‘y done so, it is my lidief the prolits of the Scistan branch would 
by now have been eoiisitlerably larger than they are. 

1 now come lo sugge.*'tionK for the future. In February 1007 an agency to tlie 
Seistnn branch was started at Dirjand in charge of Mr. How.son. 'rids has ]>roved veiy 
successful, and husiiiiss has increased in a very satisfactory manner. Mr. McMurray, 
the liK.‘al Manager, is hupeful iliui, willi the assistance of this agency, there will he no 
loss on the working of tin* braneh for the enrrent year, i.ately, however, the operations 
of the hraneli have heen eramped Idr want of capita]. 

Many applications for drafts on India have been received at Dirjand, but owing to 
the branch‘s want of funds in India, the ratt*s (pioted were loo liigh and no business 
ensued. Want of funds in .Meshed and 8cislaii have similarly resulted in ajiplicntionH 
for drafts on tliese places b»‘ing refu.sed. It is obvious that in oriler lo give the l)raneli 
a fair cliauee of paying its way, it should m»t he starved of funds. My suggestion is 
iherefon* tiuit the capital of theSi'istan branch should be increased to admit of an 
increase in the exeliangc lnisim?ss as well ns to provide for loans. 

'Phe successful results of iJio llirjaml agency under Mr. llowson, the greater j)art 
(d wliosc time is taken up with otlier work, indicate that it would be advisable for tho 
bank to have a properly quulilied agent at lids }»laee. From a commercial point of 
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view, it would indeed have been better that Dirjand should have been made tho local 
bead-quarters of the branch from the first, but this is now out of the question—owing 
to the amount of capital sunk in laud and buildings in Seistan. For the present, the 
agent at Dirjand should Ixi a native of Persia on moderate pay. A house could bo 
rented for him in the city, so no expenditure on land or buildings would bo necessary. 

The other means by which, in my opinion, the profits of the branch could be 
iiHtreased have already been indicated in the part of this letter dealing with causes of 
past failure. 

My recommendations may be summarised as under:— 

1. The working capital of the branch should be increased. 

2. f/)aiis sliould not be refused if, in the opinion of the local Manager, the security 
offered is sufficient. 

3. 'I'hc Manager should be authorized to carry on an agency Imsiness for tho 
supply of British Indian gixKls on the Unssian deposit sy.stem. 

4. A pro^rly qualified agent should be appointed to Dirjand. 

The political aspect of tho question, with special reference lo 2 and 3 alxive, has 
been dealt with in my letters dated the 24th August, D)()7, ami the 31st Januar>% 1908, 
to the Government of India. 


[191401 No. 224. 

Indiii Office to Forcuju Office,—(Received Jane 3.) 

THE Under-Secretarj’ of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Viscount Morley, forwards 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, and with reference to the 
letter from the Foreign Olfice of the 2Slli ultimo, copy of a tidegram to the Viceroy, 
dated the 29lh ultimo, respecting the use of tlie German Hag on tlhows in the Peraian 
Gulf. 

Jndh, Office, June 2, 1908. 


Inclosure in No. 224. 

Fisco»a/ Morlctj to Government of [ndia, 

('IVlegrapIiic.) P. India Office, .\/«y 29, 1908. 

DllnW.S in (.Julf Hying German Hag. Your telegram dated tlie l8th instant. 
Pending receipt of .Major Cox’s promised report on use of Dritish Hag by Gulf 
dhows..lui action will be taken here. 


[19215] No. 225. 

Mr, uar/ine to Sir Edward Gcett.—(Received June 3.) 

(No. 129.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, June 3, 1908. 

POlJTK’Al. situation. 

On the 30th ultimo tho .Ministers resigned, and the formation of a new Cabinet is 
found to be very diflicult. The Unssian frontier <iucstion was the immediate cause of 
the ^linisturs’ resignation. 

'file Enjuineiw arc demanding Uiat the objcctionublo members of tlie entouratjv o( 
tho vSliah, including Cliupchal, may lie dismissed, and are tr>’ing to intimidate the 
Kajars to liring pressure lo bear on His Majesty in order to force him to yield to their 
demands. There is a wild report timt the Shah has authorized the Kussiaii Govorn- 
inent to semi ir(K)ps into Persia, and thin is the only ground for the present agitation 
wliicli may develop. 
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[19303] No- 326. 

A/r. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 3.) 

(No. 130.) 

(Tfllegraphic.) P. Tehran^ Jane 3, 1908. 

ORUArAN school. Your tole^m No. J03. 

I ;uii iiifoniicd by Russian Minister that he has recently received instructions to 
concert with me with a view to taking joint action on this question. 

M. de llartwig adheres to the view reported in my despatch No. 91 of the 
23rd Ai)ril la.sl, that joint represoutations are imimsaible in view of the dissimilarity of 
our resiHsclivc positions. He is of opinion that the laiifruaKe he has used is sullicient, 
and that it is iinncecssary and nudesiraltle to warn the Persian Govermnent in writing, 
as this wouhl expose him lo the obvious n.-tort that all the customs receipts assigned to 
the Russian Rank are actually encashed by it. 

We have not the right to emash receipts, and payments are constantly in arrear; 
till- ease is consequently dilTorent. We can insist with propriety, therefore, that 
British claims on assigned customs shall rank before all later charges, and that 
c.ustoni.s, e.xcept with our con.sent, shall in future not be pledged for fresh puriKwes. 

If I adilreatscd to the Persian Government a note in the above sense, it would be of 
u.so in prtwenting the payment of the German school subvention, and it ndght also 
have the elTei't of deterring the Persian Govermnent from pledging, as security tor 
advance.s from the I ierimm Bank, the surplus customs receipts. 

I'’uriher, in view of the fact that feeling agidnst Russia is running very high, f 
would rallnn- deprecate joint action at the present moment. 


[19209] No. 227. 

Mr. Miirlinij to Sir Edward Urey.—{Received June 3.) 

(No. 131.) 

(l'elegra]thic.) P. Tehran. June 3, I'.JOS, 

P( H.ITICAI, situation. .My U'logram No. 129 of to-dtiy’s date. 

I Jist night .\mis Bahaditr -lang took bast at the Russian laignliqn. The Shah has 
been deserted by two or three other leading courtiers. 


[19216]' No. 228. 

A/r. Marling lo Sir Edward (ire’/.—(Received Jane 3.) 

(No. 132.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, .hme 3, 1908. 

Sri’UATlGN in Yezd. 

'Pile |)easanls in the neighl>ourh(X)d. us a protest against the imposition of a new 
lax, have been in bast at the ollice of the Indo-European Telegraph Department for 
more than a fortnight, having forced their way into the garden titid oflice. Due or two 
have committed suicide, tind the excitement is Itocoming dangerous. The Iini)erinl 
Bank of Persia is now being ihrealened unless the doors aix> closed by the Alanagor in 
sympathy with their grievances. 

1 have made urgent and incessant represtintations to the Persian t iovernniunt, but 
so far they and tin- Assembly have failed to calm the agitation, but they are now 
setiding some ollicials to districts in question. 


[18570] No. 229. 

Foreign Office lo Mr. J. R. Preece. 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 3,1908. 

1 Ail directed by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to inform you that ho has received 
a Iclegnvm from His Majesty's Charg6 d'Alfairos at Tehran reporting that the 
operators of your Syndicalo have struck oil at 1,200 feet, which rises intermittently 
70 feet above the level of the ground. 
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Mr. Marling’s telegram is founded on a telegraphic report dated the 23rd ultimo 
from His Majesty’s Consul-General at Bushire. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[19258] No. 230. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received June 4.) 

Sir, India Office, June 2, 190,S. 

IN reply lo your letter, dated the 20th ultimo, as lo the application which it is 
expecteil will shortly be made to the Persian Governmonl on behalf of Messrs. Hadji 
Ali Akbar and Co. (Limiti-d), of Manchester, for a Concession lo extract red oxide on 
the IslamI of Sirri. I .am directed to inclo.se copy of telegraphic correspondence with the 
Government of India on the subject. 

Viscount Morley agrees with the Government of India that no prote.st need be 
entered against the proposed (toncession by the Pci-sian Government, provideci, as 
proiwsed in Major Cox’s telegram of the ICth April last and in your letter of the 2Isl 
April last, the firm guarantee that th(^ Concession will bo controlled as a British 
Conqrany in Buitish interests, and will not be transferred to nor shan;d in by 
foreigners. 

ViscoHiil Morley also agrees with the Government of India that it would be 
desirable to make a formal reservation of Jowasmi rights over the island, if this can be 
done without involving a protest against the. action of the Persian Government. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signeil) A. G( HALEY. ’ 


Inclosure 1 in No. 23l). 

Viscount Morley to Government of India. 

(felegraphio.) P. India Office, .May 13, 1908. 

PLEASE refer lo letter dated the 3l)th ultimo to the Eoreign Ollice, forwarded 
with letter of the Isl instant, from Political Secretary, India Oflice, regarding a probable 
application for Oxide Concession in Sirri. I should Is- glad to have your views by 
telograi)h on the question which has been raised, whether, in view of the present state 
of the controversy as to sovereignty over the island, assertion by Persian Government 
of any prelousion to grant a Concession shouhl be allowed to pass witliout a protest by 
His Majesty’s Government. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 230. 

Government of India to Viscount Morley. 

(Telegraphic.) P. A/ny 22, 1908. 

SIRRI Island. Your telegram dated the 13th instant. 

We would not recommend <u\tcriug any protest against proposed Conce.ssion being 
gr.inted, provided a guarantee in the terms suggested by the Resident in the (iulf is 
given by the manager of the firm. We think, however, that it wouhl bo desirable, in 
view of possible eventualities in the future, that a formal reservation of the -Towasini 
claim should bo made. 


[19347] No. 231. 

A/r. .Marling lo Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June -1.) 

(No. 133.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 7’r*r«/i, Jinir-I, 1908. 

Sl'l’UATION in Tehran. 

This morning^ the Shah left the Palaee and wont with a strong escort t(» his 
country place, outside the Kasvin Gate. 

The people are apprehensive, but tin: town remains quiet. 
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Sir E. Grey proposes to send to Mr. Marling’s telegram of the 29th ultimo on the 
Bubjeot of certain incidents which have recently arisen in the Persian Gulf in connection 
with the irregular proceedings of launches of the Persian Customs Department. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Hr. Marling to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received .tune 5.) 

(No. 135.) 

(Telegraphic^ P. Tehran, Jane 5, 1903. 

SIRRI Red Oxide Concession. My telegram No. 102 of the ICth April last. 

I am informed by the representative in Tehran of the firm in question that ho has 
applied for Concession to the Persian Govermnent The reply of the Persian Govern¬ 
ment was that the “ (question of the island " was still being disous.sed.' 

Tlie representative states that ho is ready to apply through the Hritish authorities 
to the Sheikh for the Concession. He fears other applications to the Persian Government, 
as the discovery of oxide is recent. 


Persian Transport Company to Foreign Office.—(Received Jane 6.) 

3, SaltfFs Hall Court, Cannon Street. London, 
Sir, June 5, 1908. 

IT is well known to you that for many years past this Clompany has been vainly 
endeavouring to obtain a site for llic construction of buildings at Shollilich, near 
Shushter. Numerous despatches have passed between ourselves anil the Foreign Ollico 
on this subject, and His Majesty’s I-egation have consistently jircssed our just claims 
upon the Persian Government. 

In 1007 it was at last arranged between onr local agents and two Persian gentlemen 
named llaji Seyod Muliammod and Agha Sheikh Mnrteza that they should lease to ns a 
portion of the ground at Shellilich which belonged to them. Tlie lessors produced 
a deed showitig their title to the ground ; this deed was registered by llis Majesty's 
Consul at Mohaumterah, and an Agreement was signed on the 17th September, 1907, 
whereby the owners leasetl the ground to us. All the facts were submitted to our 
Legat ion in Tehran, and on the 10th February last His Majesty’s Consul at Alohammerah 
wrote to our local agents to the eiTcct that the Legation eonsiilered the ownership of 
the! ground as untiucstiouable, and advised our proceeding with the buildings without 
delay. 

Tliis advice was faithfully followed by our local agents, but on tbo Mtb ultimo our 
agents telegraphed to us that the Governor of .Sliushter, acting under instructions from 
the Persian Govermnent, had compelled the buildtws to suspend the erection of the 
buildings. 

This obstructive attitude on the part of the Governor has been notified by our local 
agents to llis Maje.sty’8 Uigiition in Tehran, who, wo understand, are taking up the 
matter with tbo Persian Government. 

Our object in tliis despatch is to request you to telogniph to His Majesty’s Chnrg5 
d’AlIuires in Tehran, to wliom our thanks are due for his persistent action in tliis 
matter, urging him to take what steps ho properly can to secure that strict instructions 
shall be sent to the local Governor without delay to desist from obstructing the builders 
in their work. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) II. W. MACLEAN, Secretary. 


[1580J 
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Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 

(No. 107.) 

(Tolographic.) P. Fora'jn Office, June 6, 

PEIiSLlN Gulf. 

Witl] roferunce to your tolegrani Ko. 127 of the 29th ultimo. 

The Persian Government should be informed in writing that their Customs 
vessels do not jwHsess any right of action within tho territorial waters of any foreign 
StaU% unless such State has given express authorization by Convention, and that no 
vessels can be interfered with by them on the high seas, with the exception of those 
which .sail under the Persian flag. 

Tiiese principles of international law must be strictly adhered to by the Persian 
Government, and if there is any recurrence of incidents such as those reported by you, 
stops will bo taken by His Majesty^s Govermnent with a view to putting a stop to them, 
in order to avoid tho danger that Arab Chiefs might adopt measures of retaliation and 
to insure tho preservation of the maritime peace of the Gulf. 

At tho present moment it seems imnecossary to raise the question of British 
sovereignty over llassidu specifically, as some satisfaction has been obtained locally. 


Mr. G. Biirclat/ to Sir Edimrtl Gret/.—{Received June 7.) 

(No. 136.) _ , 

(Tcle‘’r!ipbic.) 1'. Constunlinoptr, June 7, 190b. 

Tcltcd-PEIISIAN frontier. 

1 have received the following two telegrams from His Majesty’s Consul-General 
at Unimia:— 

\'o. .3.3, dated tho 27th ultimo, received the 7tli instant;— 

" ,\<’cording to the instructions of his Government, the Uussian Vice-Consul, with 
Colonel 'rumansky, has left to travel along the frontier. 

" With reference to my telegram No. 32 of the 25th ultimo, it is probable that the 
Harandnz district will fidlow the example of the whole district sottth of Baranduz, 
which has olTcrcd submissioti to the Turks. 

" .Much e.xciteiuent has been caused by recent events, and it might result in reprisals 
against the Sunnis.” 

No. 31, tho Ith instant, received the 7lh in.stant, reports tho arrival of Tahir Pasha 
at Mawniia. 


.Mr. OMieirne to Sir Edward Gret/.—{Received June 7.) 

(No. 91.) 

(Tclegmphic.) P. Sf. Reterd/urt/h, June 7, 1908. 

VI. 1S\'0I.SKY states in an aide-memoire, of which copy is being sent by )OTst, 
that it would be prefenddo to ilcclinu Messrs. Stevens' request to participate in Prince 
Imam Kuli’s Concession, as a rigorous aiqilication of the Anglo-Uussian Convention 
is an es.scntial condition of the attainment of the ends which both parties to the 
< Convention desire. 


Mr. .Martin^ to Sir Edward Gret/,—{Received June S.) 

vNo. 130.) 

(Telographie.) P. Tehran, June 8, 1998. 

SITUATION. My telegram No. 131 of the Ith Juno. 

t)n Saturday morning an apparent reconciliation between the Shahaud Iheiiopular 
party trsik jilace, but the ne.\t morning it was reported to llis Majesty that a telegram 
had been sent to Xil-cs-Sultan at Shiraz by the Kujumens asking him to come to 
Tehran and assume the Regency. 
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Tlie same evening the Zil’a eldest son, also Serdar Mansur, Ala-ed-Dowleh, and 
Azad-ul-Vlulk, the head of the Kajar tribe, who took part in the agitation last week 
were arrested by the Shah. 

. f ^ear that this action will rerlouble the agitation against the Shah, but tho Russian 
Vfinister seems to think tho situation thereby improved. 

All the telegraph lines of the rndo-European Telegraph Company are down, and 
this has certainly Ixien done by the Shah's orders. 

Amir Bahadur .Tang has left the Russian legation. 


.Vr. Marliny to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 9.1 
(No. 108.) ' 

®''‘> Tehran, .May 2, 1Q08. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 56 of the 
Mth ultimo, ill which you were so good as to transniit to me a copy of a letter from the 
Persian Traiisiiort Company, dated tho ISlh .March, in regard to the iiiauugeiiient and 
upkeep of the Baklitiari road. 

T should bn grateful if the Company could be informed, with reference to the final 
paragraph of that letter, that the necessity' for keeping tho bridges in proper repair has 
never been questioned by tliis Legation. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 


^ ^ hfr. Martiwj to Sir Edward Gret/.—{Received Jane 9.) 

^ ^ Tehran, May 7. ItlOb. 

1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch Ironi His Majesty’.s 
Consul-Gimeral at Bushire regarding the recent iippointmoiit of Messrs. Wiinckhans’ 
rcpie.M'lilaiive at Bushire lo be the Consular Ucprescnialivc' of Norway in that town. In 
tills ciamcclion 1 tiiay recall that last autumn a German sulijoci, M. lionati, was 
ap))oiutcil Norwegian Consul-Gcnernl for Persia. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES M. MAliLl.NG. 


Inclosure in No. 212. 

Consui-General Cor to .Mr. .Marling. 

(No. o.'j. Oonfidential.) 

Sir, _ ^ Riishire, d/tril 12, 1908, 

I HAVE tho honour to inform you that early in the week some little flutter was 
eaused Iti the town by the sight of a strange flag flying over the ollices of 
M, Krumpeter, local representative of Messrs. VVoiickhnus. On examination, it proveil 
to be tho Norwegian emblem. 

Norway does not figure at all either as a country of origin or ilestination in the 
tradi' statistics of Bushire, so that the apixiintmcnl is clearly nothing more than a 
colourable one, brought about by Germany in order to strengthen the position niiil 
enhanco the status of Messrs. W'iinckhaus' representative in Bushire. 

In the circuinstutices, you may iH-rhups think lit lo ask His Majesty's Government 
to consider the expediency of bringing about the appoinlmont of Messrs. Gray Paul or 
Measrs. Ziegler’s local munagei-s as Consular Representative for Sweden or .lapan, 
both of which countries send matches lo Bushire, and, in ilie ease of the latter country! 
I may mention that .fapanesc curiositv shops in Bombay from time to time senil 
pedlars to Bushire to hawk goods, and that we have ome or twice quite reesmtiy been 
called upon lo give assistance to natives of that country. 

I have, &c. 

(.Signed) P. Z. COX, .Major, 

British Resident in the Persian Gplf, 










119676] 


Mr. ihrliny to Sir Eilirnril Grey.— (HiCfire(l June 9.) 

(Ko. 110.) Tehran, .May 7. 190S. 

WITH reforonco to inv (lespntcli Xn. 81 of tlie Mth April, I liavc tlio honour to 
irunsinit to you hoiovvill. co'py of tho roply which the Per.siau Govenimonl has sent to 
tnv most recent representations re.speeting the protection of Tarsecs in I ei*sia. 

I have, &c. 

(.Signerl) ClIAHI.l'.S M. MAltl-ING. 


Inclosure in No. 218. 

Musliir-e(l-l)owlrh to Mr, Marliuy. 

(Translation. I . 

I IIA\'I-; received your note respecting the I’arsoes in Persia. Hie Persian 
tlovcnimenl have alwaysVaid special atteiilioii to the welfare of thiscoiiimuiiity, which 
are ancient aiilijeets of Pci-sia, and will coiitiiiiio to do so, as it has been seen in the case 
of Keraiduii's imirdcr. , ,,. . t i 

In view of the represeiitalions made liy you on the subject, the Jliniatcr of the 
Inlorior has been reiiuesteil to draw the attention of the Oovernor.s to the fact. 


Mr. Marlinrj to Sir Ethrartl Grey.—[Received Jane 9.) 

(No. 113.) 

gj,. Gutnhek, May 211, 1908. 

' AS 1 had the honour to report in my ilespateh No. 38 of the 2(!th Fehruary last, 
the Persian (lovernmeiil, after some little resistance, at length agreed to iiistriicl the 
Director of the .Mint to conehide a contract with ihc Imperial Bank of Pci-sia for the 
coinago of silver to ihc value of rillll,lK)l) toiiiaiis. 'I’liey, however, have since been 
making diHiciillies as to the iiriee at which the openitioii should be executed. 

Hitherto the bank’s minting coniraels have always been made at 10.'), i.c., for 
every 100 miscalsof silver delivered by lb., bank the Mint strikes coin to the face value 
of lo.'i krans, a rate at which the hank was juactically certain at any probable price 
of silver in I’.uroiie, or rate of exchange here, to suiter no loss, but rather to make a 
liuiid.soine profit. On the present iweasi.in, however, the Oovernmeiit began by olteriiig 
oulv 9.'> krans for the lOO miseals, a |iriee at which the operation must practicallv 
result in a loss lo ihe bank. I sucecedi’d without much dillicully in getting this 
iilfer raiseil lo loo, at whieh rale, .Mr. b'abino informed me, the bank w.ns, in existing 
conditions, juactically secured against lo.ss. 

At lliis coujmieliire, about the end ol March, the Minister of l''inance, under 
pressure from eertain iiileri'sied. members of the Assembly, made changes in the 
|.ersoiinel of the .Mint of so iinforliiiiale a kind that the Director, Moaviii-ed-I>owleh, 
deeliiieil lo be resjioiisible any longer for the working of the esiablishiiient, and as 
a conse.|Ui-uce milililig ojieiutions slojijicd altogether. As the Imperial Bank of PiTsia 
had a considerable quantity of silver lying at the .Mint, I was also obliged lo inform 
Ihe Persian tlovernmeul lliat the I.egatioii would hold them re.sponsible for any loss 
which migiit result lo the IinjuTial Bank of I’emia on Ihe change. This incident 
naturally entailed the siisjieiisioii of negotiations for the contract, but, as soon as 1 
received assurances from the Persian (lovermiienl as to the safely of the bank’s 
silver, 1 re.siimed iheiii. Jlr. liabino, however, showe.l little disjiosilion to assist me. 
Accortliiig lo him the bank h".l no partieidar iiecsl of coin, as its reserve was so largo 
that lie was actually exjiorliiig silver. His atliliule ajipenred to be that tho bank would 
bi. glad enough lo make a cunlract at a good resultant prolit, but that there was no 
iniiiiediiile hurry and he was not, therefore, iuclined lo jnisli the matter himself; but 
it the Is’galioii eotild gel the Persian Governnieiil lo agree to any priee alroiit Ilk) he 
would bo jileased lo aeeejil it. At length, however, Mr. liabino received instructions 
from his Board which he eonsitlered empowered him lo make a eoulract for 250,000 
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tomans firm at 100, and the remainder to he optional. I have consequently been doing 
my best to bring about an arrangement in that sense, but I am encountering a good 
deal of ill-will from the Minister of Finance. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES M. 5LVRLING. 


[19680] No. 245. 

^ Marling to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received June 9.) 

wry.e.r s . Oulahek, May 20, 1908. 

. I i H rcferonce to my despatch Xo. 90 of the 23rd ultimo on the subject of 
the proposed attachment of the customs receipts by the Uussian Uanque d’Kscompte, 
Have the honour to submit some B^ures which I have obtained from tlie Itussian 
f mancial Agent as to the* total claims of Russia on tho customs i-oceipts airootcd to 
the service of the Russian loans and advances:— 

1. isiiTvice of the 1900 ami 190-* loiiiis, 1.670,294 r. 20 c., or takinir llie 

mean for 1906 to 1907 aud 1907 lo lUOS .. .. 9*>;>0 0iM> 

2. .Sorvico of Huaeiaii Hauk’n advimces in ourrcnl ucoonnt, alwui ’ ’ 

43,000 tomaiJB per uien«em .. .. . 5 . 160,000 

3. lay of Cowack Bngade .2,230,000 

4. Other clairaa. 2.000.000 

Total .. .. .. .. 18,640,000 

As regards (1) I would ohsorve that the ■' eoujiun ” of 1,070,291 r. 20 c. includes 
the .sum due on capital account, anil that tlte request made hv the Persian Govern¬ 
ment lust August at the .same time as th.at juTferred to IBs‘.Majestv’s Government, 
for the suspension of the sinking fund for three years, has not, thercibixi, in fact liccii 
given eflcct to. Again, tho amount of the Russian Hank’s advances in current aecmmt 
to the I ersiaii Government, is helieveil to he 20,000,000 krans, Imt the ligiiivs given in 
(2) as representing the sum required for the service of those advances would appear 
to imlieate a far larger sum. 1 can only sugsest as a possihh* explanation that, like 
the ImpiTial Bank of Rersin, the Russian Bank hjis made larj'e ndvanee.s p> private 
individuals on Ihe ijuarantep of the Government. *M. Ostrogmdskv seemed little 
disposed to he communicative as to what (1) the “other elaims’’ represent, hut 
M. IhKoi hopes to he able to exainine all these matters slmrtlv, and will furnish me 
with details. 

It is, hoover, probable that the total arriveii at knnis) is not far from 

l onect, and inasnuieh as the total receipts of the customs ulVecteil to Itnssia, inclusive 
of tho.ve ol Keriimushah, amounted in 1900--V to 1S,3’)B.OOO kmns, and last year to 
2( .029.0011 krans, there can remain Imt a small hnlane<* afti-r Russian ciniins h.w 
been satislictl for tlu* sf-rviee of the Imperial Bank’s advaina*s. But, suiiposinir the 
improliahh* to otamr, and that last year’s recoixl rcecipts should he again nailiztal, it is 
very douhttiil wIicIIht the total of fhe Ru.s>ian claims as {'iven a)>ov«> will In* enenshed 
hs tlie Russian Bank, for, as a matter of fact, the Rcisinn (jov(*rnmciil, in deliance of 
the expres" stipulations ol the loan contracts, succeed in divertini; coiisidemble sums 
froin the (mstoms receipts which sliould ri«;htly he paid diivct into the Russian 
Bank. Ilius, for instance, the salaries of tlie IVi'sian frontier (.’ommissioiicrat rrumia 
and of the (lovernor of Tahrer*/ an* made a charf?<* on the ’I’abreez eustouis, and 
sunilur practices exist at olh(*r |»lnccs. 

In ]nacliec, tlicrcforc, the surplus availahle fmm the Kormanslmh customs for 
the Imperial Bank ol Rersin is likely to he nil. 

1 have sjHiken with M. Mornurd, the Administrator of the CuKU)m.s, in this 
mutter, and he assured mo that he is quite ready to mak<? an arrangement to secure 
the service of the hank's advances on the receipts of one of the Gulf jiurU. 

Ihc branch of the Ru-ssian Bank at Kenuansliah not haviiii' vet been openotl 
^Ir. Rabino has not tliouj'ht it yet necessary to broach tlic matter'with tho Rersian 
Government, although I urj^^'d that course ou him, and until ho does so, I could 
not pioperly lake any action. 1 have therefore contented myself with acquainting 
.Air. Hawkins, u niemher of the Board uho has recently arrivwl in Tehran armed with 
[15S0] 2 X 
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full iKiwflra to exnmiiii! the position of the bunk, until the situation, and he will no 
doubt see timt tlie nixiessarj' steps are taken. 

I have*, &c. 

(Signed) CHAHLliS M. M.VRLING. 


119881] 

Mr. Mntiinij to Sir Utluard ilrrii.—(ltm-iml Juno ().) 

^ Quluhiikt Mail ilO, 19t)S. 

wri’ll refcTeiiee to my despatch No. '.In of the 23rd ultimo, 1 liave tiie honour to 
report that few reliable iletails are obtainable here as to the recent inetdeuts at 
Uclyii.seviir, on the l{its8o-l'er.siiin frontier. 'I'lie Uussian ilinister, howevttr, informs 
me that his lirst aeeouni to the ellect that the tlcath of the Uussian ollicer took place 
ou HuHHian lurritory was inrornHit, ami iliat Ua* incident really U>oK place on the 
Persian side nf tlie rruntier, whicli the unfortunate ollia^r had crosst-d with some of hm 
men in pursuil of a runaway horse. 

Mukhliar-es-Sullaneh, the nTontly appoiiiteil Governor of 1 alueez, lias proeeedeu 
to his post via Tillis, and has reported to his Government that, as u result of his repre- 
sentsitioiis, the Viceroy of the t’aucasus ha<l agreed to send an olVicer of ht^h luiik to 
nuM’t a I'ersiaii ollicMal in the nei^'liliourhootl of Uelyasevar aii<l make a joint inquiry 
into lh<- whole ease. M. «h* llariwi^% however, informs me llial this aeeouni is entinuy 
inaeeurate, and tliut Goiiiit VoronzolT-Daslikolf liud merely informed Mukldmr-os- 
Sultaneh that he was preparing a siiudl force to drive ihe Pei-siau tiHiesmen olT iho 
Uussian jiart of the siejipe, and, in partieular. to <‘Xi>el the Shulisevens wlio liad settled 
at Shalitakiiteh. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) CIlAULltS M. MAULING. 


119682] No. 217. 

Mr. Miiritntf to .Sir iuiirurd drey. ^{Received Junv i).) 

^ii.^ ^ 6'uhi/itf/f, Mou 20, 1008. 

1 IIAVK the hoiuuir to report that on the 2tilh August last Messrs. Lyiielis 
iiHuul claim tor rcimhursemcnl of tlie deficit on the running e.xpenses ot tlie steam¬ 
ship “ Sliusliuii" up to the Slst Occeniher, 1900, was presentetl to the Persian 
Governmenl hy this Legation. . . 

On tile I'Ord Octohei I received a reply from tlie .Minister for horeign Ajhur.s 
on tlie Huliiect, referring me to previous eorrespondcnce, and especially to a note ot the 
8t.h .Inly, inOf, in which the iVrsiun Government declined responsihility lor any ileiicit 
in the working of the vessei. 

In vicov of the iiistruclious issued on the subject in l^ord Kimberley s despatch 
to this Legation, No. 1 jl ol the 20tii November, 1.801, that “although if may not be 
dc.sirahle, in the iiilercHts of ihe ComjHiny, to press their claim too strongly, if should 
not on that account be lost siglit of, nor should the Persian Governmenl he allowed lo 
believe that their right to repudiate it is admitted by His .\|ajc8ty's Governinont, I 
thought it well to address a note to the Minister for Foreign Atfaiis giving a liner 
outline of Ihe case, and exposing the reasons tor which the Compaiiy’.s claim was 
supported hy IHs Majesty's Legation, copy of wliich I have the honour to inclose 
herewith. . i i 

I have recently received a reply from Musliir-ed-Dowleh (copy inclosed), juid m 
view of the uncompromising altitude which his Kxcellency has seen fit to adopt in the 
matter, I thought it my duty to refer the matter to you, Sir, for instnictious as to what 
further nctiou I should lake. »i i • 

in a note, of which I huve the honour to inclose a cony, 1 have informed Muf*liir- 
ed-!)owleli that the qiiesliou is being relcrred to your Ocnaitmeiit, and drawn hU 
Kxcelfeucv'ft alleiitioii to two point> in the statement made hy^'izjim-cs-Sultaueh on iliu 
suuject which do not appear to he borne out hy the facts of the case. 

I have, tSe. 

(Signed) CIIAULKS M. .MARLING. 
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luelosurc 1 iu No. 247. 

Mr. Marling to Mushir^ed-Dowhh, 

Yonr Excellency, Tehran, January 20, 1008. 

I HAVE the honour to rcmiiul your Excellency, with reference to your prede- 
ces.sor’s note of the 2.3rd October last, that on the 25th January, 1805, the British 
Minister, acting on the instructions of the Secretary of State, explained, verbally and in 
full, to his Highness Amin-es-Sultan, at that time Sadr Azam, tlie reasons tor which His 
Majesty's Government found themselves unable to admit the right of the Persian 
Government to repudiate tlunr responsihililies iu connectiuu with the expenses of the 
steam-ship “ Shtishaii.'* 

It might, perhaps, he useful briefly t» summarize the grounds on which the 
attitude of my Government was based, an altitude wliich they have since scon no reason 
to modify. 

In reply to the contention of the Persian Government ihat they incurred no 
resiionsibility because no written guarantee was ever given to pay those expenses, 
uiui that if tlie steamer were handed over to them they would he able to run her without 
loss, it \va.s pointed out that were such a course to he adopted it wduhl not alter the fact 
that then for five years (and now for seventeen years) the cost of running the steamer had 
fallen upon the Coinpuny, who iuui worked the steamer belonging to the State to suit 
His .Majesty’s convenience. 

His Majesty the Shah in the formal Anangemcnt of 1S90 undertook that the 
steamer should work continually on the Upper ICanm and iu connection with the 
Company’s steamers plying from Mohammeinh to Aliwaz. It is hardly credible tlial if 
His Maje.sly, in calling upon a private ICnglisli firm to carry out tlie duty wliich he 
intrusted to them, should have expected them to do so at their own expense. It was, 
moreover, a well-known principle of common equity that the princijwl is liable for the 
costs incurred by his agent in tlie conduct of his alfairs. 

As conclusive proof tliat Mcs.“rs. Lynch Broihcta were, and are, acting in tlie matter 
as tlie agents of His Majesty the Shah, I would draw your Excellency’s attention to the 
following facts:— 

'I hat it is evident, from a leftei addres>ed to .Mosrs. Lynch hy liL Kxcclleucy 
Xizam-es-Sultaneh, then Governor of ArnblHlnii, iu ixOl-, that ihc Persian Government 
claim such profits ns may remain after the working expenses have been def'rayed. 

2. Tliat Nizam-es-Sultuneh, the Ueprcsentalive of the Persian Government, fixed 
the pay of the captain and engineer of the steam-ship “ Shusliaii,’’ and made arrange* 
meiils with Mes-srs. Lynch and fhc merchants concerned as regards the rates of freight. 

I feel confident that thi.*^ review of the facl.s of the ca.se will stillice to convince 
your Excellency of the validity of .Messr.s. Lynch's claim and that tlic Persian Govern* 
menl, in its spirit of justice, will not permit Hint a British linn should suffer severe 
pecuniary losses for having undertaken, at the request of the Persian Sovereign, and in 
the iutercst.s of the Persian State, an onterpri.se which has contributed to the commercial 
prosperity of this country. 

I avail, &c. 

(Signed) ClIARLPS M. MARLING. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 247. 

Mu.shir-ed^Dowleh to Mr. Marling. 

(’rranslation.) Hhiy* 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of (he 20ih January 
last respecting the income and expenditure of the steum-ship “.Shuslmn,’’ iu reply, I 
have the honour to inform you that, as the contents of the note in question to a certain 
extent concerned his Kxcelleuey Nizum.es-Sultanch, the flraml Vizier, the matter was 
referred to his Excellency who has sent me the following reply 

“ I was for several years Governor of Arahistan, and I used to go at least twice 
a year to Ahwaz, llis Higlmcs.s Aiii-ed-Dowleh and his Excellency the As-scf-cd- 
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lliivileli, have nisii hecn Governors of that province, and during ihnt period file Persian 
(io'vrninent have never interfered with the arrangemcnls of the ‘ Shushan;’ that is to 
sai. if the ship had hecn handed over to the Persian Government, the Persian officials 
niMiId have once a year examined the ineonic and expenditure of the ship, and would 
hnio established an equilibrium. Not only will no <locunicnt he found in any onc’.s 
possession in connection with her allegeil delivery to the Persian Government, hut after 
a relercnce to the iirevious correspondence, the Legation will see that the Persian 
(iovernment have at no time seen the aceounla of the income and expenditure of thi.s 
ship. If the ship hail been handed over, no doubt the Persian Government would by 
tl is time have arranged about her income and expenditure and the account would have 
hei-n inserted in one ol the account hooks. This and other information is evidence as to 
t! o injustice ol this claim.” 

Itesiilcs the above slated facts, I have the honour to refer you to the note of the 
Porcign Glliee, dated the Sih .Inly, !8!H, in nhieh it was ollicially announced that if 
.Messi's. Lynch did not receive the income and pay the expenses themselves the ship 
should he at once handed over to the officials of the Persian Government who would 
manage her themselves. Tiiis point was icpeateil in the note addressed in reply to the 
Uritish Legation on the 2nd April, 11)112. Since then, whenever the Legation reverted 
to this (|uestion, the Porcign Oilice referred your predecessors to the note of .July 1804, 
and reminded them of the injustice of Me.ssrs. Lynch’s claim. 

I have no doubt Ihul after a refcieuee to the previous correspondence addressed by 
the I’oreign tlHiee (to the I.egntion), you will, with your well-known sense of justice, 
give the necessarv rejily to Messrs. Lynch. 

I avail, &c. 

(Signed) M U.SI1IU-EIJ.1)0WLHU. 


Inclositrc 3 in Xo. 247. 

Mr. Mfirlintj to .MurliiT-cd^DowIch. 

Vonr lixeelleney, Tehran, May 18, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency’s note of the 
2nd instant in rcgaril to the dclicit in the running expenses in the steam-ship “ Shushan,” 
and, in view of the pronounced divergence of view which evidently exists on this subject 
between your Excelleucy’s Department and this Legation, I have referred the uhole 
mailer to niy (iovermneni for their instructions. 

I take leave, however, in tlic meantime to call your Excellency's attention to two 
points in the statement of his Excellency Nizam-os-Snltnnch included in your above- 
mcnlioio'il note, which it is dillicult to reconcile with the facts ol the case ns recorded in 
the Legation archives. 

In the lir.st place it is stated that during the period when his Excellency Xiznm-es- 
Sullaneh, His llighne.ss Aiu-ed-Dowleh, and his Excellency Aa.scr-ed-l)owleh were 
Governors of .\rahi.stan, the Persian Government never interfered with the armnge- 
meuls of the " Shushan’’t and yet lliere is a letter aildrcssed by N’izam-cs-Su!taneh to 
Messrs. Lynch ol the 1 lih Zilkade, l.'lll (.t.It.) slating that the Persian Government 
elniin such prolits as remain over after the exiienses of tile ship have been defrayed. 

In the second plnce, as regards the statement that the Persian Government have at 
no time seen the aeeouni of the ineotnu and expenditure of the ship, I beg to remind your 
Excelleney that .Messrs. Lynch’s claims, an examinalion of which would reveal the 
iuforui.ilion luenlioned, have heeii regularly presented to the Persian p.ireign Office 
through His Miyesly's Legation. 

1 avail, &e. 

(Signed) CllAULES M. MARLING. 
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[19683] 


No. 248. 


Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 9.) 

(No. 117.) 

gir^ Oulahek, Mag 20,1908. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 12 of the 27th .Tanuary last, I have the 
honour to transmit the accompanyring copy of a despatch from His Majesty’s Vice- 
Consul at Ahwaz, forwarding a statement brought up to the 3rd March, 1908, of 
Messrs. Lvneh’s account with the Bakhtiari Khans on account of the Ahwaz-Isfahan 


road. 

The account has been examined and found correct, and in accordance with tho 
liases adopted in tho drawing up of the previous accoimt forwarded in my above- 
mentioned despatch, and I have informed Captain Lorimer accordingly. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES M, MARLING. 


Inclosurc 1 in No. 248. 

Vice-Consul Lorimer to Mr. Marling. 

(No. 127. Confidential.) 

Sir, Ahwaz, March 17, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a copy of a statement of tho aecounts 
between Messrs, fiynch Brothers and the Bakhtiari Khans, relating to construction of 
tho road and to the repair of the bridges, and showing the amount due under both 
heads from the Khans on the 3ixl March, 1908. 

The statement of accounts was dated the liitli March, 19 )8, .and was dispatched to 
them on the same day. I had previous to the 3rd March sent them notice of the new 
instalment, and of the interest on capital which fell due from them on that date. 

I shall be obliged if you will signify to me ns early as possible whether the 
statements of account now forwarded are correct or otherwise. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) 1). L. LORIMER, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 248. 


Statement of Lynch-Rakhtiari Accounts on .March 3, 1908. 
RoaI) Construction Account. 


Due from the Kliany. 


1 Ci'viliu ID the Khnnit. 


Arri'ur> nitit iiiKtnImcnt, v\c., tliio on 
.March DfU7 

Intori’AC on nltovt' from March 1907. 

to Mnieh :i, 180K, at ]>ir cent. 
March a. lUOB— 

Hill iiMiilint'iit dui’ on d itc 

Kr. 

29,15 ('Ml 

ll.OflO'OO 

^ Kcln-.inry 16, I'lOS— 

I'liii] tliMUith Oil .SvmlicfltD .. 

Ma-ch 2. lOOU— 

IiiU’r<.*'*t on ab'iw, •n’vrnlpcn tlay^ 
lU fl pur cent. 

1 Muirh a, lOOH— 

Kr. 

I2,l05'lt 

ai'ba 

Inttri'M (hie on iMlutirv uf cnpiiat, | 
'2.'a.lK>n kr.tn*, nt ti per evnu ' 

la.aso'do 

^ Hninnci'due frutn KIdiQv 

4a,104*21 

Tnial. 

65,604 *21 

1 'f'utal .. .. ,. 

66,004*21 


2 Y 


[ISSIl] 
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llRiDOE Repair Account. 


Dill’ from tlio Kh 


March i. 11)07— 
Bahincf dill’ on i 
March 8. V-*0H— 



Cnidiu to the Kharn 


1 riiiH briil^i- ticcouni nut iiioluilv the uhargu!! lor the repair of the bridgen in 1907, aumunting lo 
4,‘477*'.8 kriOB, which ihf Klmn*- huvi’ prcnniH-il to juiy. If iii'CfJMWpy it will U- ndcloil to thi"tnt«inont-if 
'lORouiii Inti r. TImb li.ia hre-n iioii d ou the veniaculiir copy "f the hill ac*nt to the Khnn*^. 

a. The ulMive ninU’ineiilM of oreouot were furwiirde*! under dnte of the Irtlh March, 1008. to the Khnnn, 
with the reijue*! that ’hey would iirmiige to M-itlc iheiii hy payment. 

(Signed) D. L. U. LOI11M.E11, Captain, Intfian Army, 

Hix liritannic Majciily^s Vice-Consul for Arahislan. 

Ahwuz, March 10, l‘J08. 


[19684] No. 2-l». 

Mr. Marling to Sir Edward frrev.—(WocetiKd June 9.) 

Qio. 118.) 

Sir, Tehran, May 20, 1908. 

T.\' .'iwordnncc with t!ic anthorizntion conveyed to me in your telegram No. 78 
of the Uth ultimo, I consulted the Russian Minister on the qut'stion of hroaching to 
tho Persian Government the proposed oxtdmngo of the respective control of the British 
and Hus.sian TtdtJgraph Departments on the Tehran-Meshed and Khaf-Nasratabad 
ttdogniph lines, and after some delihtiration it was agreed that we should rtupiest 
Mr. Barker and General Ilcisler to inform tlio Persian Telegraph Administration of 
the proposal. 

After eonsultatioii between these gentlemen, the imittor was aeconlingly broached 
to the Persian Telegrajih Administration hy tho latter verbally, and by Mr. Barker in a 
letter dated the 80th April, the draft of which T had previously shown to M. de Tlartwig. 
A day or two later M. do Ilarlwig told me tlial he hud hopes tliat the matter would 
go through without ililficulty, as when liar Sartij) (General Ilcisler) had mentioned 
it to his Persian colleague no objections bad been raised. I said that Mr. Barker, 
whose long expeviciuM* with the Persian Teh^gniph Adminislnition should give his 
opinion (tonsiderahlu weight, had also been sanguine of success, hut lor my.self 1 was 
not so eonndent, :ts I feaml the invetenile suspicion of the Pei-sians of anything like 
joint aelion hy llie two Lcgtttions, and I douht(>d whether tin; Persian Telegraph 
Administration would take the responsiliilily of acquiescing in the exchange witliout 
the s:uielion of tho Miiustors. In any ease, the rdle for us lo assume was one of 
(Complete disintinestedncKs, leaving the whole matter to the two 'rdegraph Super¬ 
intendents. The same afternoon Mr. Barker received a reply, dated the 2nd May, 
from AssaduIIah Mirza stating that the matter was one of too great im|M)rtanee for 
his decision, and that it should he livate<l hy the two LegutioiiH with the .Minister for 
Foreign AlTaii*s. 

The Ministerial crisis which occurred at lliis moment made any further action 
impossible, hut oji the reeonstrur.tion of the Cabinet it w»us agreed u|k)ii hetween 
.\I. de llartwig and myself that we should mention the matter verbally to Mushir-ed- 
Uowleb at an early opjiortunity. The appeanuic<‘ of a somewhat violent article in the 
Medjliss newspaper on the 18lh instant representing Great Britain and Russia as 
treating Pereia with scant ceremony in arranging such a question without llrst 
consulting her, furnished me with a pretext for bringing up the question, and when 
1 saw M\ishir*eil-D()wleli the following day I asked him wliy so much animosity should 
he displayed against a iierfectly innocent projiosnl, and one which certainly could not 


iwssibly do Persia any barm. His Excellency said bo bad not seen tho article, nor 
had ho yet heard of the proposal that Kussia and Great Britain should exchange tho 
obligations they had assumwl in respect of the telegraph lines, but the tone of it 
was of course the expression of tho popular belief that the Anglo-Russian Agreement 
was only the first step towards the partition of the country. I said that I hoped his 
Excellency would do what he could to dispel tlieso absurd notions, and represent the 
present suggestion in its Irue light. The Indo-European Telegraph Department ha<l 
For the past few’ years taken on itself the maintenance of tho Tehran-Meshed line at 
a cost considerably in excess of tho Persian contribution, and now tliat they proposed 
U) make a change wliich, while throwing no additional burden on the Persian Telogmph 
Administration, was one of considerable convenience to themselves, they were being 
accused of discourtesy, if not of far worsen motives. What could it matter to tho 
Pci'sian Government whether the small staff required to keep the line in order was 
composed of English or Russians? T hoped his Excellency would see that the matter 
was arranged between the Telegraph Administrations concerned, and save himself and 
me from a wearisome discussion over a matter which neither of us wtus so comjMitent 
lo deal with as the experts. 

His Excellency, whose conversation betrayed that in spite of his denial he had 
previous knowledge of Mr. Barker’s letter, said he would look into the matter and 
tell me liis views when I next saw him. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHAREES M. MARLING. 


[19685] No. 250. 

Mr. Marlina to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 9.) 

(No. 119.) 

Sir, Gulahek, May 21, 1908. 

I HAVE the honour to iransmit herewith the usual monthly summary of events in 
Persia for the past four weeks. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CIl.VBLFS M. MAULING. 


Inclosure in No. 250. 

No. 5 .—Monthly Summary of Events in Persia. 


Tehran. 

ON the whole, the .'dtuntion at Tehran during tlic last four weeks has been quieter 
than usual. There is undoubtedly a feeling of considerable deprc.ssion among the public, 
and it i.s recognized hy the more intelligent Persians that the machinery of Government* 
is now practically dislocated. I'he general pnlilic, however, .still liavc an exaggerated 
faith in tlieir Constitution,” which has unforttinulely already shown signs of 
corruption. 

The question which utlrucled the greatest attention during the period under review 
was the Finance .Minister's so-called “ Ihidget ” presented to tlie House hy him in person 
• >n the 2otli April, in whicli he proposed to increase the duties on ten and .sugar for the 
purpose of re estublishing financial equililirium. A reference to piragraph 5 of Monthly 
Summary No. 18 of 1907 will show tlmiSani-ed-Dowleirs original scheme was to devote the 
increased tax lo railway construction. Mr. .Mtirling's language to the Finance Minister 
ill connection with his premature htateinent to tlie House us to the nttitude of His 
Majesty’s Government lowaids his .'^eheme, and the suggestion that the Persian Govern¬ 
ment should consult their Financial Adviser, .M. Bizoi,have given rise to much discussion 
in the Assembly, in the press, and among the general public. The Finance Minister 
even went so fur as to give out that when tlie Ministry resigned on the 2iid ^Mny it was 
in conseipieiice of the hostility ol the British Legation towards his policy. The quu^tion 
was discussed in the House the same day, and it was stated that the Cabinet had 
resigned “in order to safeguard their policy." As a matter of fact, they resigned 
because of internal dissensions, but the Finance Minister, by his tactics, succeeded in 
gaining n certain amount of public applause. 
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In anticipation of the Shaii’a birthday on the 15th May, a very conciliatory RcBcript 
was addressed by His Majesty to the Assembly the previous day, which brought about 
th(* ex))ccted reaction of feeling in tavour of the Shah. The usual celebrations took 
place, in marked contrast to the hostile demonstrations of last year due to an openly 
r'^nctionary policy. 

The Cabinet rcsigne<l on the ‘ind Mav, and was reappointed on the 0th May, with 
tlie alteration of Musiaufi-iil-Mamalek in place of Zafar-es-Sultanch as War Minister. 
In consequence, liowcvev, of the Premier’s rcHignation again on the 16th May, a further 
redistribution of posts is imminent 

Nizani-cs-Sultaiieb, who liad become exceedingly unpopular, fled to Kum oii the 
17lh May. Me made an nttcmjd while still in oflice to obtain the governorship of 
Kliorassan. 

On the Kith May the Shah addressed a very cordial personal telegram to the 
Nnsr-uUMulk, who is travelling in ICurnpc, inviting him in return to Persia as Prime 
Minister, hut it is c<»nsidcicd doubtful whether his Excellency will avail himself of 
the nifer. 

t)n the iiCtli April a weekly newspaper published at 'rdiraii, entitled the “Musavat,” 
published a violent personal attack on the Shah containing language of a most abusive 
character. A feeble altemi)t was made to prosecute the editor, hut the matter was 
evcTiiimlly dropped. 'I’hc following quotations are taken from the article in question :— 

“ Tl»e only ambition that our nominal Sovereign has in his head is to prepare in the 
best and easiest way he cun all tin; iieccs.suries that his lusts command, and to surround 
liinisell by a iiumher of ntqiirions advisers and companions : to drink with them till late 
at night; to end his niglits in debauchery, and lo do in the morning as his lusts dictate; 
in lael, to act as he desires willumt responsibility and without fear. The only obstacles 
to tliese pleasures of his, as he thinks, arc ilie cxislenco of a Constitution and of a 
National Assembly, which obstacles ho has made up his mind to remove from his path. 
Stranger still is his idea tliat the removal of these obstacles could be realized by doing 
a>vny wiili a few l)e])UlieH or a few Mollulm or a few great orators, or a few writers. 
Nav, what ignornnee! Is it not llic houndeii duty of every individual Persian support 
ami naiintaiii the Constitution ? Do imt lose your throne for nothing. No powerful 
Sovereign has ever been heneliled by tiglding with his peoj>le.” 

'I’he ICxelningc of 'IVlegraphs has heeg adversely criticized in the 'Pchran press, as 
reported in a se|M\rate de.spntch, and umch space has l)een devoted to the Pinance 
^linisler’s increased taxation .scliemc and the suppo.sed attitude of Great Uritaiii towards 
it, ns reeordeil above. 

Seven prisoners escaped a few days ago from the police cells, including two men 
implicated in the murder of the Parsec merchant Kcridoon. 'Pwo of these prisoners 
were recapluretl sitortly nfu^rwnrds by members of Ibc Knjuincns. The Chief of Police 
\va< tried in pul)lic and severely censured for lus negligence. 

Two persons w lu> itail shown active hostility to the reform movement were condemned 
to long terms of imprisonment, after a form of trial bad been gone througli at the t'ourts 
of dustice. One of ibom liad been guilty of sticking up posters declaring that most of 
the incmljcrs (»f the Assembly were lialiis. 

(Signed) G. P. CHURCHILL, 

Oriental Secretary. 

May 21. lilOS. 

Astralind. 

Mr. Uabino, Ilis Mnje.sty's Viee-fonsid at Rc.sht, arrived at Astrahad on tour on 
the ITlh April. During iu> slay lie carefully invostiguted ami settled a large number of 
claims and charges brought by Kurnunis against the British Agent there. Ilis 
conclusion was that mo>t of the eliargcs and claims were only part of an intrigue to get 
the British Agent into Irouhlc. .Mr. Kahino returned lo Uesht on the I5th .\iay. 

Meshed. 

1. On the ITili April, Captain Ballye, I..M S., handed overcharge as .Medical Olliccr 
to Captain Pranklin, 1..M.S.. and left for Europe. 

2. Tiievc bus been much friction between the Local Assembly ami ibo municipality, 
Tlierc appears to boa gradual weakening of uuihorily, but the town is quiet. 
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1. On the 15th May 200 Persian Cossacks arrived from Soujbouiak. 

2. The new Governor-General, Mukhber-es-Sultanch, who left Tehran some time 
ago for his post, viA Tiflis, sliould have reached Tabreez by now. 

Turbat-i-llayderi. 

1. 'I’hc feeling against the larcal Assembly has proved too much for that body. All 
the members joined in a Petition to the Governor-General to appoint a Governor for tho 
district. All cla.sses unite in condemning the existing stale of atfairs and express 
themselves hopeless of obtaining any benefit from “constitutional ” rule. 

2. A new Russian doctor arrived during April at Karez and relieved Dr. Shiryaev 
of the Sanitary Cordon. The latter left tor PuI-i-Khatun. 

3. I’wo bands of robbers whicli had infested the Tabhas district were dispersed 
during April. 

Ispahan. 

1. Mr. Grahame arrived from Shiraz on the 13th May and took over bis duties on 
appointment as Consul-General at Ispahan. 

2. The Ispahan Municipality endeavoured to raise money for various municipal 
reforms by levying octroi duties. The merchants objected and the attempt failed. 
The municipality is now in a moribund condition and there is talk of new elections to 
revive it. 


1. Serdar Motazid, the new Governor of KcniiRii, met on the 7tii April near Anar a 
party of forty robbers wlio were carrying olF 1,2(K) sliecp and much plundered property. 
He attacked the robbers, killing eight of them and compelled them to abandon their 
booty. His own casualties were one man killed and one man woundofl, 

2. The Entezam-ul-Muik arrived at Yezd from Nain on the 20th April on appoint¬ 
ment as Governor. 

3. On the 14th May some 2,000 villagers lusscmblcd outside tlie British telegraph 
oflice demanding permission to take .sanctuary as a protest against the collection of 
certain taxes. The bazaars were closed, and the situation seemed .serious. Mr. Black¬ 
man, Acting liritish Vice-Consul, eonferreil with the leaders of the crowit, which then 
went off to the mosques and shrines. 'Phe next day the crowd returned, and clamoured 
for British assistance to get them justice. Mr. Marling telegraphed that itssuranccs 
would shortly be sent by the National As-sembly. 'Phis soothed the crowd, but a 
telegram from the Finance .Minister was considered unsatisfactory. On the 18th May 
a deputation of tradesmen waited on Mr. Blackman asking for sanctuary, ns owing to a 
further large influx of villagers they were fearful for ilie safety of their shops. 
Mr. Blaekman persuaded them to wait two days for a reply from the National Assembly. 
Gn the I9th .May a deputation from ihc leader of the agitation called, and stated that 
large numbers of villagers, many of them armed, continued to come in, and a very great 
sense of insecurity prevailed. They fcarcil that ilie.se men might break into lawlessnc.ss 
if a reply were long delayed. Some of the crowd came, and, in tlicir disappointment at 
getting no reply and not being allowed into the oflice, threatened to tear down the flag 
and break up the office. The deputation apologized for these threats. Mr. .Marling 
called on the Minister for Foreign Aflairs, to whom he represented the seriousness of the 
ca-se, and received promises from him that the grievances of the people of Yezd would 
receive redress. 


1. Two Hindoos suspected of adultery, having been ill-treated by a mob in 
Nasrotabad—when tliey narrowly escai)ed being killed—Hia Majesty's Consul demanded 
the punishment of the ringleaders of ilic mob. The matter was settled by the 
deportation of three Boyeds and the flogging of six other offoudors. 

2. The Kaiguzar wrote oflicially to His Majesty’s Consul protesting against the 
planting and building at Kacba and Firan, which lie alleged to be in Persian 
territory. The Consul replied that the question was not wiiliin his cognizance as 
Consul. 

[1580] 2 Z 
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3. The BimuJtat-ul-Mulk is in treaty for the purchase of the Seiatan rcvcnue|grain, 

and lias naked for a loan of 10,000 tomans in the event of bis buying it. " 

4. The Shaukftt-ul-Miilk was recently presented with the Shah’s portrait. Mr. Howson 
ai d Dr. Kosininaky were prcHcnt at the ceremony. Mr. Howson reports that he was 
given prcceilcncc over the Rutwian doctor, and that the band played the British national 
anthem. 

Kerman. 

1. Serdar .Motaziil, tin? new (Jovernor, arrived on the 2‘lth April. He appeared to 
have definite in-tructions to guide him, and brought with him a Chief .lustice, to whom 
he ordered all cases to he reterred. He ordered the policing of the town by soldiers, of 
whom he intendcMl to have some 7f)0 always in the town. Tiie AdiUes-SuUan liaving 
entered the liovn. lus opponents, the Nnib and Nazim, threatened to cause a riot. They 
went to tlie Governor, «ho referred the matter to the Chief Justice, and warned both 
parties to keep to constitutional methods. 

2. The Uussian (.’oiisul at Kerman employs as munshi a Persian, who is a leading 
figure in local politics. The new (iovernor Im.s complained ot him to His Majesty’s 
(vonsul. 

Kermnnafuih. 

1. The district round Kermanshali appears to be much disturbed owing to the 
triboB being on the move. -Mr. and Mrs. Stead, of tlie .American Mission, were recently 
robbed of all their helongaigs ahtuit miles east oi the to^vn. 

2. Zafar-es-Sultaneh, cx-Minister of War. bus liccn appointed Governor, and is 
now on his way to Kermansbah. In tlie meantime the town ap])cars to he in disorder, 
and His .\lajc.>ty’s Consul reports that there an* no authorities to whom he can make 
rcprcsentaiions. 

Shirnx. 

1. The ZiUes-Bultan arrived at Shiraz early in May and has sent several telegrams 
to His Majesty's I.egalioii stating that he had already taken strong measures to preserve 
order. Tliere was u disturhatice in tlie town just before his Highness arrived arising 
out of Ilur ])ublication of a telegram from the great priests of Nejcf regarding the 
murder of Knviim»ul-Miilk, hut since tlie ZiUes>SuUnn’s arrival matters have been 
(piieter. 

Three iumdred of the Clmrmuhnl Hegimcnt, forming part of the Zil-es-Bultan’s 
escort, arrived on the 2tlth April. 

3. Tlnec .servants of Hr. WoUatl were robbed and stripped on the 2fHh April after 
ilark near tlie town liy three lior.semcn. The latter have not yet been traceil. 

4. A telegram, dated the 17lh May, from the Assistant Superintendent, Indo- 
ICuropean 'rdegraph Department, Shiraz, reported that .Arab tribcsRien were committing 
depredation> between Sivend and J)chbid, and damaging the telegraph line. 

Pkusian Gulf. 
liimhire. 

1. The Hncai Assembly called upon the Director of Customs to present him.sclf 
before it for examination in connection with the hastinading of the Armenian 
Cnstoms elerk (see last summary). The Director is said to have refused, as he declined 
to aekiiowledge the As.sembly ns an nutliorizcd institution. The Assembly is much 
enrAge<) at his attitude. 

2. Reports having reached Biislnre that the Khans of Rorazjun, Sliahancara, &c., 
Imd eombined to force caravans to use the .Ahmedi-Masliila route, the l.ocal Assembly 
tiddreshod ibe Khans protesting against their action, ami saying that caravans were free 
to use either route. The Khans were said to have accepted the Assembly’s contention 
and lioih route** (Ahmedi-Masliila and Shif) were being usial. Mucli intrigue, however, 
was mi fool, ami muleteers, who preferred the Sliif route as shorter ami iiccause 
supervision over goods by eonsigneos i.s impossibie, liud been put up to petition against 
the Ahmeiii route. 

3. Mr. Kruin|)eter, the local representative of Messrs. Wimcklmus and Co., early 
in April noiiiiod his appointment as Viec-Consui for Norway. 

I. The Deputy Governor recently detained eleven passengers suspected of smuggling 


arms. Certain (juarantine employees were suspected of being in collusion witb the 
smugglers, and the Customs proposed to post a guard at the quarantine station to 
prevent smuggling. 

5. The Passport Oflicer received instructions about the 15th April from Tehran not 
to issue passports to pilgrims wishing to proceed to Kerbela. 

liunder Abbas. 

1. The National Assembly has informed the people of Bunder Abbas that their 
rerpicst to be allowed to iiave a Local Assembly instead of sending representatives to 
the Bushirc Assembly cannot be grunted. 

Hajji Mirza Abdul Mohammed, editor of the Cairo ** Chchra Nema,” left tor 
Bombay on the 25tb March. 

3. 1’hc Cu.stoms launch “ Tehrani ” recently conveyed the Director of Customs, 
the agent of the Muin-et-TuJjar, ami the (Persian) agent of the iramburg-America 
Line to Dulab, where they visited the sulphur (piarries worked by the Muin-ct-Tujjar. 
His Majesty’s Consul states that the visit would not itself be significant were it not for 
the fact that the parties concerned have studiously tried to conceal it. 

Ahwaz. 

The general alarm at the prospect of poor crops led early in March to some 
undesirable incidents, an agent of the Oil Syndicate, some muleteers escorted by two 
Indian sowars, and Lieutenant Wilson being in turn molested by Lurs. In each case 
the ground of complaint was the purchase of barley. Captain Lorimer is of opinion 
tliat there is plenty of gniin in the district. Me lias informed the Khans of these 
incidents and renewed his demands for more gnards. 

(Signed) C. B. STOKBS, .Va>r, 

.MilUary Attach^, 


[19686] No. 251. 

Mr. Marliiuj to tiir Kitmont Grfy.-^{lht'rivt'(l .June ‘J.) 

(No. I2iT Secret.) 

Sir, 21. 190S. 

I HAVB the honour to transmit lierewith diaries of the Military .Attaehd at 
Meshed Nos. Hi, 17, and 18. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES M. MARLING. 


[uclosure I in No. 251. 

No. U \—Diary of .Military Attache't .Meshedf/or week endituj April IS, HI08. 


Samntary of Sews, 

(Secret.) 

LIEUTENANT-GESEK.AL EVREINOV ha.s arrived in Askabad and taken over 
charge of 'rranscasiiia. 

2. Our Terinez agent makes some iiiKtructive remarks on the Uussian view of the 
obligations imposed on the British by the new Convention. 

The ’rerinez troops arc engaged in making field fortifications and entrenchments on 
the very hank of the Amn Darya {'rermez fort stamis a good way b tek from the bank) 
whei'cvor a crossing is feasible. Tliis is probably only to practise the troops at such 
work, but it is likely to cause a good deal ol comment on both sides of the river. 

3- 'I’hc now Onvernor of Snmarkam! is dealing a terrible blow to Russian 
departmcnlnl re<l tape: he has fouml out that a large part of the equipment ot the 
troops under his command is unscrvicculile, and has ordered fresh equipment to be made 
up locally on payment, instead of indenting for it ns usual. 

4. Sarakbs reports the return to Russia from Persia via Tejcn of the notorious 
Afghan imposter Din Miihnmmed. Tins is the same “Sirdar” .Muhammed Khan, who 
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two or Uiree )‘cars ago, passed himself off on the Viceroy of the Caucasus and the- 
Governors of Baku and Batoum as a near relative of the Ameer Abdurrahman, and 
cx-Commander-in-chief of the Afgltan army, and was received with banqueta, artillery 
salutes, &c. 

5. The “ Transcaspian Review ’* wiys that a canal from the Amu Darya to the 
Murghab River will be taken in hand shortly. This project has been mentioned several 
times previously by our Charjui and Alerv correspondents and would no doubt be a work 
of great utility; but it would be a task of such magnitude that I doubt the Kussians 
taking it in hand for some time to come, as tfic Tojen and Murghab irrigation 
construction works are keeping their irrigation engineers fully employed. 

In any case, it is satisfactory to note ilinl the Russians are turning their attention 
nowadays to the peaceful development of 'furkestan hy canals and irrigation works, 
rather than to tlic construction of unprofitable strategic railways. 


TYanscf/spion K^view.*’ 
^pril 5.—The Chimion oil consists of:— 


Total 


Per cent 


.. 5 

.. 46 

.. 44 


.. 97 


'I'hc Hash point is MO^ Celsius, 

Although the appointment of General Uclyavski as Governor-General of Turkestan 
has been officially announced, the newspajier “ Kolokol" still maintains that Lieutenant- 
General Kondrntovieh will be appointed Governor-General. 

On the 2nd April, near the station of Adji Kabul on the Caucasus Railway, a goods 
tiain was derailed : four men were injured, ten waggons smashed to pieces and twenty 
waggons damaged. 

^pri/ 8.— It is proposed to begin work shortly on a canal from the Amu Darya to 
Merv or to the River Murglmb. This canal will water 500,000 dessateens of land. 

jprii 0 _At the Military Council of the 27th March it was decided to raise the 
pay of the officers of the active army and of the doctors doing duty with it, os 
iollowH:— 

Pay of Bub-liiiaiioiiant tu lie ratM-'d 
■„ UeutcJianl to be raiiHid .. 

CapUiia Ui lie raised .. .. .. 

„ Ciiptaiii of four yearn in the grade t<» Iw nosed 
„ LieuteiiaiK-t'oIonol to U< rauMKl .. 

„ iKictors to 1)0 ridtic«l «. .. •• 

M'his will involve an addition of 15,000,000 roubles to the Military Budget. 


Koubles. 

15 

•20 

30 

40 

40 

20 -t;o» 


“ 'hirkestanskipa yec/omosti." 

April 8.—Oil the Slsl Miircli Lieiitcimiit-Genornl Evreinov iirrived in tlio district to 
wtdcti lie Ims liccii npimiiitcd ('I'mnKcnpiti.) 


Askabttd Report. 


March 2C.—A figtit took idace in the mnrkcl place between a party of artillerymcp 
and some of the townspeople, in the course of which a Turk cut oil an artilleryman s 
hand with a large knife. 

March 28.—One hundred and ten ho.'tcs rifle ammunition taken out of the magazine 
nnd sent E. 

Nowadays every train (except mail traiiisl passing E. has at least two trucks full of 
wooden sleepers. 


Sarakhs Report. 


^,,r,7S._Aii Afghan who called himself “Sirdir” Din Mnliammcd arrived here 
from Meshed vil Persian Saraklis. He was decorated with six medals and gave liiiiisclf 


• Acoordiug to k‘UgU» of scn'icc. 
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out as an important refugee from Herat. He was received (i.e., received witli respect as 
a visitor.—H. S.) by the Governor nml given two mounted soldier orderlies to accompany 
him to Tegen. 

The river is full and the water still rising. 

There arc no Cossacks or artillerymen here now, only the infantry battalion and 
the details of frontier guard, &c. 


Merv Report. 

March 31.—1'wo hundred men of the 2nd Artillery Brignde left K. These were 
not time-expired men or recruits. 

1.—One hundred men of the 4th Battery 2nd Artillery Brigade came in 

April 2 .—Kighty men of the Kushk Reserve Battalion came in from Kushk nnd 
left E. 'I'hese were not time-expired men. 

April 3.—One hundred Kuban Cossacks passed through W. 

April 4.—Five waggons full of horses came in from W. accompanied by ten men of 
the Kavkaz Coasaok regiment. 

April 5.—Fifty men of the ^lerv Reserve Battalion left by Kushk train. 

April 6.—Two hundred Kavkaz Cossacks left by .special Kuskh train. 

Several murders have been committed this week, and a number of houses robbed. 
The Russians are making great cftorls to break up these bauds of robbers, but without 
any apparent success; they have only succeeded in making it very difficult for harmless 
people like me to move about at all. 

The ga-rison of Merv now numbers about 4,000 men; this includes 400 Cossacks. 


Termez Report. 

March 80.—None of the stenmerR that have arrived lierc lately have had any 
ammunition or other Government stores on board. 

No supplies for the troojis have come in hy steamer, a.s there is said to bo famine in 
Russia, and so all .supplies required this year arc to he purchased locally. Active 
measures arc being taken to get in the required amount of .supplies to replenish the 
“godowiis” for this year. Tlie amount.s required are said to ho:— 

Pouds. 

Wheal "I 

Flour >aUogt!thor .. .. .. .. .. 225.UOO 

Barley J 

Kice .. .. ,. .. .. .. .. 80,000 

Fodder .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 75,000 

I'hcrc arc of course large amounts of la.st year’s supplies still stored here. 

According to the Russians, the Ameer of Afghanistan has not accepted the terms of 
the Convention, and is much displeased at it. The Russians say this does not matter; 
they have come to terms with the British, and, if the Ameer refuses to receive Russian 
commercial agents and to open his country to trade, the joint English and Russians will 
force him to do so. 

The infantry battalions have for the la.st month been camped a week at a time (i.e,, 
one battalion staying there one week) with parties of engineers nnd artillery at the 
different places on the Amu Darya bank near 'Permez where the river could be crossed. 

These troops have been constructing trenches, breastworks (or ramparts), gun-pits 
(or dpuulements), and other field fortifications to resist n hostile landing or to cover an 
advance across the river. 

A party of 160 selected ofiicers, non-commissioned ofiicers, and men, has been sent 
out linto the district to enumerate and register all the hoi’ses, ponies, camels, and 
donkeys available for transport work if required. 


ISamarkand Report. 

April 4.—The Governor of Samarkand has made a thorough inspection of the 
soldiers’ equipment and has condemned a large amount of it as totally unfit for service. 
Instead of indenting for fresh equipment in the usual manner, he said that the articles 
were urgently required and sent for the contractors, merchants, etc., who ileal in such 
goods and ordered them all locally to be supplied on payment. 

It is said here that the three rifle battalions aro under orders for service. This, 
[1580J 3 A 
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with the unusual procedure in the matter of equipment, is evoking much comment, 
though it is not clear if these preparations are directed against the Osmanlis or Afghans 
or, perhaps, against botl). 

Two Russian officers of rank, accomjMuiied by a railway engineer, and an escort of 
ten mounted men, have gone to inspect the different projected routes for the construction 
of the Amu Darya Railway, i.t., the various different routes for taking the railway to 
Termez from .luma, Kcrmenc* &c. 

Jpyil (1.— 1 welve l»oxc8 rifles in 2 carts and 1G8 boxes rifle animuiiitioii in 
11 carts left for Ti'rmcz, escorted bv 10 men of the Fortress Company. 

(Signed) il, SMYTH, Captain, 

Military Attacy. 

Meshed, Aprxi 18. 1908. 


IncloBure 2 in No. 2nl. 

.No. 17. Difiin u/ Military Attache, Meshed, for ireek endiny April 25, 1908. 


Simmary of iSlews. 

(Secret.) 

1. f)iir Sanikhs correspondent reports a project for laying some of the narrow 
gauge railway^, which is stored at Kiishk, fnnn Tejcii to Surakhs, as was done in the 
case of tile heroza Hallway. 8omc time ago il wa.s proposeil to replace tlie Tejen 
detachment ol the 1st Railway Battalion by a detachment of the Kushk Railway 
Company, which somewhat coidirniK this rejmrl. But there arc no ))re.sent indications 
of this railway l)eing begun. 

2. The Pontoon Company’s store-sheds at 'fcrinez have again been damaged by the 
water ot the Surkluin River. Our agent says that, unless immediate steps are taken to 
divcii the course ot the Siirkhan River, great damage will be done to other Russian 
buildings there. 

8. I hr Iranscaspiaii Review has acoouiits of the inuvcments of Cossacks and 
Turkoman cavalry against robbers near Merv, which confirm our Merv correspondent’s 
continual reports of the depredatious by hands of robbers in that neighbourhood. 

■1. .Another severe order lias lieen issued by the General Officer Commanding 
Piirkcstan .Vriny, dealing with the lack of discipline and military spirit in the army; 
the jmrtirular subject of the order being the poor re.sistence shown by military guards at 
Samarkand and Charjui wlicn attacked by armed robbers. Incidentally, this order 
confirms our Charjui agent’.s account (see Diary No. 13) as compared with the newspaper 
account of the aflair published at the time. 


“ 7V«n.^ca.\7nVin Review.'* 

April 15.—Orders dated tlic llth March; “Having arrived in Askahad, 1 have 
taken over the TraiiHcaspian Province.—(Signed) Evkeinov.” 

Ill view of the expected speedy arrival incognito of the Assistant Minister of Ways 
and Communications, General von Vendrikli, for the revision of railway defects, an 
inventory ot all defect.s on the (C.A.) railway is being taken by the officials concerned. 

I he Chief Directorship of Railways ha.s ordered that employes who come late to 
work, or wlio leave before the proper lime, shall be reprimanded si.x times and then 
dismissed the service. 

Un the 7th April, a commando of one olficer and thirty Cossacks was di8]mtched 
Irom Askabad by rail to catch a band of robbers operating round the stations of Dort- 
Kuiu and Jujiikli. 

On the 27th lAlarch a detachment of digits (Turkoman cavalry), who were sent to 
intercept robbers driving off eatllc near the station of Jujukli, caught a robber and 
sixteen stolen cninels out ot sixty stolen from a Persian subject. This occurred at 
Saknr-Chah, 25 verst.s from Men-. 

April 10 On the 1st April, at the Takta Bazar Cossack post, a soldier of the 
frontier guard soul his rifle to an Armenian, who sold it to a Turkoman. The rifle has 
been found and the guilty ones arrested. 

April 17. --*CicneraI hvreinov, with his staff and the engineers, inspected the karezes 
and water supply of Askabad. He also interviewed a gathering of Turkomans, to whom 
lie made a speech, praising thorn for their loyalty to the 'fsar. 


By an Imperial Ukase, a Committee of the Senate, under Senator Count Palen, is 
to inspect Turkestan, to see if it is fit to be brought under the Minister of the Interior, 
like the rest of Russia. 

April 18.—Turkestan Army Orders by Lieutenant-General Kondratovich acting 
Commander Turkestan Army :— 

“ Wliercas on tlie night of the 17th November, 1907, evil dispo.sed persons tied up 
a guard of tlie 2nd Railway Battalion, posted at Samarkand station, and went off with 
the treasure entrusted t<t the guard; and again, on the 8th March, 1908, a similar case 
occurred, when armed robbers tied up a guord of the 17th Turkestan Battalion posted on 
Charjui ’Freasury, and carried off the treasure; so this is the second occasion when a 
military guard has misconducted itself in not defending the treasure entrusted to it. 

1 do not admit any excuse in such cases. A guard must defend its trust to the last 
drop of its blood. These are indelible stains on the honour of the Turkestan Army, 
which, moreover, furnish proofs of the incorrect attitude of the immediate military 
Chiefs of the offenders, as the guards w-erc placed under arrosi only by my orders. This 
furni.shcs proof of the rottenness of their training and military spirit, and for this I lay 
the blame on their Colonels. I allot the following punishments :— 

“ The companies from which these guards came are to be broken up, the men 
distributed among other battalions of their brigade, and the companies reformed from 
the men of other battalions. 

“ 'fhe feldvebels and under-officers of these companies, will be degraded a step, 
and those who liavc completed their time of service must retire at once. 

“ Captain Zuh, commanding 2nd Company 17th Turkestan Battalion to be dismissed 
from command of a company. 

“Colonel Mikhailov, 17th 'Furkestan Battalion, to be reprimanded for the disorder 
in his corps. 

“All the rank and file who submitted to be lied by robbers are to be tried by 
court-marshal, ami the Commander of the Guard is to be reduced t'* the ranks before 
trial, 

“ 'Fhis order to ho read to all companies, squadrons, ami batteries in all commands 
of the Fiirkestan .Army.’’ 

“ Turkeslanskiya Vyedomosti." 

April 10.—The 0. C. artillery has sanctioned the !.ssue of a few riflos, with the 
necessary ammunition, to the Department of Agriculture, to arm the guards of the 
experimeninl farms in Andijan and the Hungary Steppe (Goladmiya). 

Captain Korlov, station-master of Tashkent, has died of a revolver wound received 
on the 7th April. 

Sarakks Report. 

April 12.—'Fen Kavkaz Cossacks came in from Piil-i-Kliatun and went on 
to 'Fcjcn. 

There are no Cossacks or artillery here now, only the infantry, and details as before 
reported, 

’Fhe river is in Hood now. 

it is now .said here that the Rus.siaim intend to connect Sarakhs with Tejen by a 
narrow gauge railway, using for this purpose some of tlie narrow gauge rolling-stock and 
material tliat is stored in Kushk fort. 

Termez Report. 

April 8.—A party of officers came in from Samarkand tliis week, including the 
Oomimuuler of (this section of) the Frontier Guard and tiie Obninmiidcr of the Pontoon 
Company. 

I previously reported tlie damage done to the Pontoon Company’s barracks and 
stores near llic Surklian River. Now the Surkhan is in high flood again, and another 
store has been carried away. 'Flic water is still rising, and it is Icarcd that a block ot 
newly-constructed otticers’ quarters will be curried away unless early and energetic steps 
are taken to protect them. 

Reports to this effect were sent to Tashkent, and two special engineers have come 
from Samarkand (with the party of officers above referred to) to go into the matter. 

These engineers have discovered iliat the course of tlie Surkhan River is being 
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pmduolly divcrtetl from its proper l)cd l)y Uzbek cuitivators (on the left hank of the 
Siirkhan) who have for years past been rcelainiing and proteeting by “ bands ” part of 
the old bed of the Siirkhan, and thereby forcing the river bit by bit to encroach on the 
sandy ground where the Russians built their pontoon barracks, &c. 

'I'hia reclaimed land in the Suikhaii River bed is called Joo-Jungle (joo=water 
course). The Uzbeks have now reclaimed 0 scpiarc versts right in the river bed; this is 
very fertile soil and is covered with gardens growing splendid fruit and vegetables. The 
two engineers have surveyed all this bed and .say that it is absolutely nece.ssary for a 
strong dam to be made at once to tuni the Surkhan River back into its former bed, 
otherwise the river will still furtlier ehange its course and will do immense ilamagc to 
other buildings on the Rus.sian sidir. This rcadmission of the Surkhan to its old bed 
involves the complete destruction of all the .lun-Junglc gardens: the proprietors of these 
gardens have been oll'ered their choice of the following terms :— 

(o.) Compensation for the loss ol their gardens. 

(h.) Land on the other (right) hank of the Surkhan, with free seed and every 
a.ssistunce to begin cultivation. 

The proprietors of the gardens have absolutely refused to accept these terms for 
their gardens; but the matter is urgent, and the Russians have ordered the Governors of 
Sherabad and Baisoon to supply oOt) coolies at once to start the. work. The Uzbek 
l)ro|irictors of the .)oo-.lunglc have appealed to the Amir of Bokhara and the Russians 
Iinve forwarded their version of the case to the I’olitical .Igem, Bokhara. 


TfovAkent Report. 

.tpril 1.—Kour waggons full of boxes of rifles and ammunition came in by T. 0. 
Railway. 'I'hcy were unloaded and the contents sent to the magazine under strong 

April 1. A battery of artillery, with six guns, shoulder badge , left Tashkent 
hv the Kokand road. It was said tlint they were going to .Margelan (periiaps Turkestan 
Morse Jlountain Battery, which is generally at JIargelan.—II S.) 

April 0.—I'orly-two boxes rifle ammunition came in by T. 0. Railway. 

Some time ago an Kngllsliman got a mining concession in the district of Tashkent, 
lie began work and discovered a rich vein of gold. The Russians have taken possession 
of the gold mine and the Knglishinan has complained to St. Betershurgh. 

The country is very disturbed, bands of robbers infest the outskirts of the town, 
while horses are robhcil and people murdered in Tashkent every night. 

(Signed) H. SMYTH, Captain, 

Mitilaru AttacU. 

Meshed, April 2.5, ItlOS. 


Inclosni-e 3 in No. 251. 


. This taking of troops from Turkestan to reinforce the Caucasus is an eloquent 
testimony to— 

(a.) Tlie relief from any danger from the .Afghans that the Convention gives the 
Russians. 

(6.) The bad state of the Caucasus and the dangerous situation on the TurjjLish 
frontier, if from so large an army ample troops cannot be found readily to deal witi a 
petty frontier incident. 

4. As regards the incident itself, our ICrasnovodsk correspondent's account id worth 
considering, ns it supplies a plausible explanation of the cause of the incident, viz., an 
armed raid by tribesmen in the true Pathan style to get possession of the Ruasinn rifles 
(and ammunition) stored at Balaswnr. The number of arms said to have been carried 
off (3,1)00 nlles and 2 machine guns) is probably muen exaggerated, though anything 
seems possible with the slackness and treachery prevalent in Russia now. 

In this connection, observe accounts by our correspondent and the newspaper of 
arms, bombs, &c., smuggled into Krasnovodsk wholesale by Armenians. 

0 . The two batteries usually at Kabka have gone to Merv. This may be purely for 
traininit, but it is more likely a strategical move, viz., not to leave two batteries unsup¬ 
ported by other troops isolated among the Turcomans in their present excited state. 


“ Transcaspian l{evica\" 

April 21.—Two cases said to contain semovars were seized at Krasnovodsk on the 
Kavkaz mercury steamer from Baku. 'I'hcy were found to contain (it) lb. powder and 
40 boxes caps. 

Communication between Tabreez and Urmia has been interrupted for the last five 
days, ns the Kurds have cut the telegraph wire and interrupted the route. 

A powerful bomb has been thri>wn in the office of the Naphthaline Company at 
Bibi-.Vibat. Several jreople were injured. 

April 22.—On the 18th April General Kondratovich, Acting Governor-General, left 
(Tashkent) for Kushk, accompanied by his staff. 

On the 1st April robbers carried off from the Aul of Kipchak Khudai 1,500 sheep ; 
and on the 3rd April, from the Aul of Geokcha, 800 sheep. 

On the 19th .April the Commander of the Elizabethpol Brigade reported that the 
post bad been robbed, and that a party of troops sent alter the robbers returned with a 
loss of three killed and ten wounded. 


" Turheslansbiya l^edomosti." 

April 19.—A man taking 1,000 roubles to the hunk at Askahad was robbed by three 
men. The three robbers were pursued by gendarmes, and one of them was arrested, who 
turned out to be a soldier of the 1-t Railway Battalion. 


No, 18 .—Diary of Military Attachtf, hfeshed,for meeh ending April 30, 1908. 


Sammary of !\’ews, 

(Secret.) 

THE news of the week is the lighting between the Russians and Persian frontier 
tribesmen at Bahnswar in the Moglian district of the Southern Caucasus, in which 
fighting the Rus»iau frontier troops seem by all accounts to have been checked, if they 
have not actually suffered a reverse n.s is everyuhere believed. 

2. ’flint the Russians are seriously alarmed as to tlio possible efl'ect this may have 
on the irreconcilable Yumut 'I’lirkoinuns of the Atriik frontier is shown by the fact that 
160 Co.s8iieka from Askabad and 400 infantry from Krasnovodsk have been sent hastily 
to the Atrak frontier, to be tollowod shortly—according to our Krasnovodsk correspon¬ 
dent—bv 800 more infantry. 

3. tlut there is evidently pressing need for reiiiforceniciits on the Moglian frontier 
itself, ns tiur Kinsnovodsk corrcspomlciit reports that 1,550 infantry and artillerymen 
have come in from the garrisons of Askabad, Jlerv, Knshk, and Tashkent (300 from 
Tashkentl, and have been hurried aero.ss to the west side of the Caspian ns soon as they 
can be shipped, warsliijis having apparently carried some of tbeni. The dispatch of 
troops to Kinsnovodsk is coiilirmcd by our Askabad correspondent. 


Krasnovodsk Heports* 

(A.) 

April 3.—Information having been given by a Per.-ian to the Governor of 
Krasnovodsk that certain Arincniniis were importing arms, X;c., disguised as trade 
goods, a search was made, and 1.50 rifles, 0,000 cartridges, and 2.50 bombs were found 
concealed. 

April 8.—Two Russian war-ships, one large anil one sinnll, arrived from Askabad 
directinii, but did not come close in shore. 

April 9.—'I’he small war-ship came closer in, nod I observed that she had ten guns. 
The crew ot this ship had the figure “ 5" in red on their shoulder-straps, which were 
black. 

During the day two officers from the war-ships, one a naval and the other an 
artillery officer, landed and went to the Treasury iiinl drew 1,500 roubles. On their way 
back to the ships an attempt was made to rob tlieni. The attempt failed, but the 
artillery officer was killed. 

,• llii'W oro three sepamto Koports by the same mau. I have aumlierist iheui (.t;, (9), and (0)._U. 3 

[1.580] 3 3 
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April 11.—Thirty timo^expirod men of tlie 4th TranBcaflpian Battalion arrived from 
Askahad and pasHod tlirouf'li to BusHia. 

'IVeiiiy-tive more rifles hidden by ArmeniaiiK have been found, and fifteen Armenians 
have been arrested. 

The Armenians are swearing vengeance against the Musulnmns for informing the 
Musaians about timse arms. 

Rtrenglli of tlie cfarrison of Kra.snovodsk :— 

•W)0 men Krasnovodsk ReK(;rv<* Rattaliori. (The rest of this battalion on the 
Persian frontier.—M.S.) 

HM( men Oeok Tepe Ueaer^e Battalion. 

SO men Kiishk Heserve Battalion. These are timc-expired» and will leave 
soon. 

lOO men 1st Railway Bittnlion. 
fiO men Frontier Ouurd, 

oO (’osHJiekh. 'riiese Cossacks are new arrivals from Askabud, and arc 
cin|))«>yed to escort the post between the station and (ho .steartier. 
.A-ltogeiher, with details, there are 800 men in garrison here now. 


(«.) 

Ainil HI.—Two hundred infantry of (lie Askabad garrison came in from and left 
by steamt‘r for Baku. 

IT. 'IVo hundred more infatilry of the .\skalmd garrison and lOO'/'anmn 
(!osHttcks came in from B. 'Fhe infantry left l>y steamer for Baku ; tin* CoswickN stayed 
here. 

April 18.—Three hundred infantry of the Merv and Kushk garrisons and fifty 
Kavkaz Hegiment Cossacks; also ten Turcoman digits (/.e,, men of the Turcoman 
Division -11. S.) came in from K. 

'rhuso lot) Co.ssaeks with lliirty-live 'rnreoinans left for Oumhad-i-Kabus and the 
Persian fr«mtier, uberc Kh) infantry of the Kra.sm»vodsk Reserve Battalion and thirty- 
five Turcomans Imve been sent vi/i Cbikishliar. 

Now 8()t) more infantry are being .sent to that frontier to overawe the 'rurcomun 
tribes, especially tlie Vamuts, as there is great excitement among the Turcomans on 
account of the lighting between the Russians ami the Persian tribesmen on the Ardnbil 
frontier in which the Russians have been deteated, according to all accounts believed 
here. 

(C.) 

April H).—Two hundred artillery and infuiitrymcii came in from the Merv and 
Kushk garrisons and left for Baku. 

April 20.—Three hundred men of the ICushk Transport Company, medical corps, 
artillery, and infantry of the Merv and Kuslik garrisons came in. 

44/>n7 21.—All of (be above soldiers who were still here left for Baku (or Lenkoran 
or Astora) by steamer. 

April 22.—Tliree hundred infantry of the 'rashkent garrison came in from K. 
'I'wo war-ships, one large and the other .small, came in. Later on they left for the 
coast near Balaswar in the Moglinn district (perhaps taking the above 800 infantry, as 
writer says no more aiioul them.—H. 8.). 

April ‘d.S.—Filty men of the lUtli Turkestan Battalion came in from 13. and left for 
Baku. 

1 have checked all the above-mentioned parties of troops myself, but it is possible 
that more liave passed through than I have noted, as every day during the past week 
parties of 2«i0 men have been arriving from 13. and being shipped off to the other .side 
of the (Vspinn as soon as shipping is uvaituhlc. 

No troops have come to Krasnovodsk from the Baku side. 

April 2-i.—Several pimple have arrived here from Balaswar, where there lias been 
fighting lately. 'I'be people give a connected and apparently reliable account of what 
occurred. 

'I'liey say that Persian tribesmen made a night raid on the Russian post at Balaswar 
to get the large number of rifles stored there, and that they succeeded in carrying 
oil 3,000 rifles ami two muchinc-guns. A Russian detachment of 100 soldiers followed 


them, but was driven back with considerable loss. The Russians burned a small 
Persian village. 'I'lie Persian casualties in the whole affair were thirty-five killed and 
wounded. 

Askulmd Report, 

April 15.—Two hundred men of the (Icok Tepe Battalion have left W. for 
Krasnovodsk, so I cheeked the garrison and found— 

(Jarrison of .Askabad :— 

Four Rifle Battalions, full strength. 

Gcok Te])e Reserve battalion, PH). 1'lic rest of tins battalion has gone W. 
by rail. 

'I'aman Cossacks, 700. 

Two batteries artillery with 700 men of the 2nd .Artillery Brigade. 

Artillery Park with badge. 

Lst Railway Battalion, 400 men. 

Detaclimcnt Sappers. 

.As requested by you, I have been round the station and cannot find that any of 
the new mobilization carts you refer to arc loft in .Askabad. Bach of the battalions 
has got about eight cartel, four- and iwo-whcclcd included, for general transport 
purpose.^. 'I'hat is all. 

April 18.—About 100 men of the 3rd and ith Transcaspian Battalions left AV. for 
Krasnovodsk. 

Sttraklii,- Report. 

Ipril 18.—Twenty-two Kavkaz ('ossneks came in from Ihil-i-Khutun. 

April 23.—The above-mentioned twenty-two Cossacks left for Tejcn. 

^^e^v Report. 

April 21.—I arrived here on the lOth A]ml, and noticed that the Kuban Cossack 
Battery with eight Q.F. guns and liio Otli .Mnrlar Battery of the 2nd Artillery Brigade 
have arrived here (from Kalika) ami lire being exercised with the Merv Artillery. 

I saw them on parade and counted the iium with tiiem. 

The Cossack Battery had 100 men. and (he .Mortar Battery seventy men. (This 
Would not represent the full strength, as tlicre were prohaldy some left in the lines and 
.some at Kahku perhaps too.— H. S.). 

(Signed) II. SMYTH, Captain, 

.MUitanf Attache'. 

Mrshed, April 30, 1908. 


[19689] No- 252. 

Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Greg.—{Received June 9.) 

(No. 123. (’oiiiidential.) 

Sir, Tehran, Mag 21, 190S. 

I IIAVB the honour to transmit herewith, with roferencu to niy Udegram No. 121 
of to-day’a date, copy of the despaudi in wliieli His .Majesty's (’onsul a1 Mohannnerah 
reports the conclusion of a formal alliance in writing between tin? Sheikh of Mohammerah 
ami the Baklitiarl IvImiiH. 

I must confess tlml I was (piite unprepared to see (he negotiatious on which I 
reported in my despatch No. 97 of the 23r«l April arrive at a result so speedily. I 
eanuol entertain verj* sanguine hopes as to the durability of sueli an armngement, but 
so long as it lasts it sooms ealculuted to assist in promoting peuee and preserving order 
in (be regions gtivcmed by the respeeiiveCbieftains—regions whei*e there are numerous 
and imjiortant British interests and as sueli I venture to think that its eoncinsion may 
not be displeasing to His .Majesty’s (lovernment. 'Po my miinl the arrangement seems 
to lie a stop in the tight diroetion, and all (be more satisfactory in that it was taken 
without foreign instigation or ussiKtanco. 

I have, Slc. 

(Signed) CUARLES AI. MAULING. 





Indosurc in Xo. 252. 

Consul McDouall to Mr. Marlintj. 

(No. 13. Confidential.) 

yif* Mohammerahy Ap)il 24, 190S. 

I HAVE the honour ti) reiKiri tiiat the Sardar Arfa went to Wuis to meet the 
Hakhtiari Klians; owjng tf) illness he was uiiahle to remain, and Salar Axfa, Sheliab- 
«*H-Saltanoh, aii<l Sariiii-cl-Mnlk retnraeil to Mohainmerah witli him on the 1-lih 
April and left on the 21st. On that day they called on me with llaji Kais Tiijar to 
represent the Sardar Arfa, who was unable to come ashore owing to the abscess 
he is sulToring from. Tlicy informed me that tlicy had now conferred with the 
Sardar Arfa an<l made friends with him, and made a formal written alliance with him; 
that in future they are to act together, ami their respective trihosmen must obey the 
chief of the district, Arab or llakhiiari, in which they happen to ho. They are to act 
together in loyal service to tlie ftovenmieiit and people of Persia so long as there is no 
interference with tin* various concessions held hy them resi)eclively or increase in the 
taxes dcinandid ; hut if such interference or alteration in taxes is made they will act 
ns one in resisting it. 'I'hey hope that this will tend to render the countn-, and espe¬ 
cially the Ispahan rmul, perjietually safe, llaji Uais Tujar confirmed this, and both 
^>arties called on me to witness that they liad made this agreement, and in the event of 
any <lispnte occurring hetweeii them they asked that we should inquire and, on finding 
out with whom the fault lay, advise that i)urty tliat he is in the wrong. 

The Salar Arfa sanl tliat tile I.egation lia<! on several occasions adviserl them to 
make friends with the Sardar .Arfa, and now that lliey had done so they hoped tliat the 
I>.*gation might he aide to give them a eorlaiii incri'aseil amount of support in 
'IV'hran. 

I said that I was very glad to hear that tlii-y had made friends, which should tend 
t(i inercased security for trade in tlie.se districts; that 1 would report the matter to Ilia 
Majesty’s Legation and t'onsnl-deneral, llusliire ; and that I would always he glad to 
assist hy ailvice in preventing any disagreement In'twciui them. It had a])peared tome 
that there had been a ilifiieiiliy in arranging matters before owing to the Khans them¬ 
selves not always acting IngethiT. lioth the Salar Arfa and Shchnli-es-Saltaneh assured 
me that there was no likelihood of any ililTeivnces between the Khans themselves in 
future, and tliat the Sardar Arfa will use his infiiience to prevent any differonoo 
Ix'tweeii them. 

Copy sent to His Majesty’s (’onsul-Cieiieral, Hushire, and His Majestv’s Vice- 
Consul, .Aliwaz. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) \V. AIcHOUALL. 


[19690] No. 2:.;;, 

^ Marlimj to Sir Edward Grey* — {Receiiu'd June 9.) 

..... , Guliiheky May 21, 1908. 

IN eontmualion ol my despatch Xo. 19.3 of the 3t)ih ultimo, I have the honour to 
nqKUi that ilu* Persian Cahinei resigned ollice on the 2nd instant, and the Minister 
of ^lnan^’e allowed it to he imderstiHjd that his own resigimlion was the immediate 
ceiiscquciu'e of tile conversation 1 had with him a few days earlier. Though it was 
generally accepted that Ministers had heen really a<*tuated l>y the wish to bring alwnt 
the foimalion of a t abinet Ironi wlileh Nizam-es-SuIlaneh, llu* Pii'inieraiid MinisiiT of 
Inteiiuj, should he excluded, there is n<t douht that Sani-ed-Howleh’s unscrupulous use 
of my interview with him to enahle him to i-scape from the diiiieidl }>ositioii into which 
vanilv had ed him prodiiceil a certain ellcet,and in the week during wliieh the Ministerial 
erisislasle<l,a few spieehes were made in the .Vssetnhly |.roleKtingngainsl the “attempt 
to impose foreign imaneial eonlrol,” and a few hlnslering articles to llie same elTect 
ajvpeared in the press. There was talk of increasing llic duties on tea ami sugar, as 
[Uo|>osed in Nani-ed-Howh-h s scheme, whether the consent of (Ireat Hritain and Pnssia 
were ac4|mied or no. and, again, it was gravely suggesleil llial lh<‘ nation should comhiiio 
li» cimipe our euniplianee hy ahandoniug the use of those eoinmodities, while another 
patriot advix-uted that .M. should he paid his salary for the full term of his mission 
and allowed to return to hrance. All this must not, of course, he taken too seriously; 


but considering that Sani-ed-Dowleh had told me himself that liis decision to resign had 
been taken before I saw him, I thought it as well to lot the facts bo known in quarters 
whore his luisrepreBentatioiiB might othenvise have produced a liad effect As soon as 
the Cabinet was reconstructed I culled on the Minister for Foreign Affairs and 
protested against the conduct of a responsible Minister in trying to drag my name into 
the internal affairs of the (lovernmeiii, and in grossly misrepresenting the purport of 
my language. MusUir-cd-Dowleh scarcely attempted to justify his colleague, but 
protested that no liann had been done, for Sani-ed-Dowleh’s cLaracter was so well 
known that no one attached much importance to his utterances! 

In this opinion 1 think Mushir-cd-Dowleh is right, for in the general interest 
excited by the last resignation of the Cabinet the momentar}* interest in the incident 
appears to have died out. In other resjiects, however, T hope that good results will 
follow. Ver}' much as the people at large have been inclined to l(>ok ui>on the new 
form of Govenmient as relieving them from the necessity for paying taxes, so tlio 
A.ssembly seeims to imagine that its sovereign powei*s extend to foreign relations,and it 
is ajit to overlook tlie fact that tin* ol'servance of 'rreaties is not a matter of favour but 
of obligi.tioii. F.ooncr or lati?r lids erroneous irlea liml to be corrected, but it was a 
lesson which, il left to Persian Alinisiers to admiidster, might have Ikhmi delayed 
indefinitely out of consideration for tlie “susceptibilities “ of the Medjliss. Ami both 
in the interests of Persia herself, and from our own point id view, to prevent Gemian 
intorfereiici? in financial (picstions, delay is undesirable. 

The condition of the country is going from bad to w'orsi*, and the feeble Govern¬ 
ment is absolutely unable to do anything to restore a deci'ui degree of order, and 
oven if money were forthcoming, it is in the last degree impnilmble that without 
foreign assistance any serious measure of reform can be undertaken. The more 
euliglitened of the Ministers are no doubt aware of this, but the general j)ul,)lic, and 
the Assembly, would consider it unpatriotic to admit the liard reality, and it is, there¬ 
fore, I think, u mailer of congratulation that it .sliould have been brought home to them 
by Sani-ed-Dowleh’s indiscretion that Persia must IiK>k to On'at Britain and Russia to 
help her out of her troubles. T cannot preteiu! that tlie neees.sary impression has yet 
heen produced, but at all events the lirst step has been taken on the way to a right 
understanding of the situation. 

As regards German interference, the chances of such an eventuality ajipear to me 
to bo rather remote. A loan, ns a ])urely financial operation, is, of course, under present 
conditions, quite out of the question, and the only nial ilanger appeal's to be that the 
fiernuin bank may Ik* openeil before long, and then the d(K»r is ojieii to tlie Persian 
Government to obtain advances on current account, seciiroil nominally on the customs. 
The Ix'ftt means to guard against this appears to he the (inn c.'^tuhlishmont of the 
auibority fif the Financial Ailviser, and I venture to tliink tliat his recent experience 
will have taught Saiii-ed-Dowleh that so long as he deidiiie.s lo avail himsoif of 
M. Bizot’s advice, he can have no chance of obtaining the asseni of the two Powers to 
any scheme involving an alteration of the customs tariff. 

Financially, tlu* country appears to lie almost at the end of its tether, uu<l Al. de 
Hartwig, with whom 1 liavc talked over the position, agrees with me in believing that 
in a very shorl time the straits of the Government will be such that tliey will Ik* forced 
to make an appeal for assistance, and he is dispos(>d, until tliat moment arriv(>s, to leave 
tlnau mil*/' dtins Itur prnprr jus. 

1 have, 

(Signed) CIIARLKS M. MARLING. 


[19691] No. 25 L 

Mr. Marlinfj to Sir Edward Grey.—{Ueceived .hine 9.) 

(Xo. 125. Very Conlidcntial.) 

Sir, Tehran, May 21, 190S. 

ALTHOrGH (‘oiiiit Qiiadt is far too discreet to make use of any language or 
take any action to which exception <ran be taken, there can he litth? doubt that he is 
actively pursuing the same policy, though hy ililVereni means, as that initiated by 
BniMii vt»n Rii'htliofen. From all 1 ean learn ho l ises no opjiorlnnily of warning 
Persians agnin*4t the insidious designs of Great Britain and Russia, whom lie repi*es(*n(s 
as aiming at ohlaining ahsolult* eonlrol over the country hy financial means, and 1 
liave .soim* rc.ason lo believe ihiit il is owing lo him lhat tin* IVrsian Government hvd 
,15.S01 3G 
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8t iibhornly doclined to avail itsolf of M. Uizfit’s advico, and even to allow him facility 
Oj examine the linancial situation. It ia nc) doubt with this view that ho has Ijcen 
giving ourrtiucy to a ro|)ort that ,M. do la Mavtiniferc iias hoon recalled, the insinuation 
lioiug of course that tiic rrench Minister ha.' heca too active in jtressing M. Bizot's 
services on tlio (joverniuent. 

He lia.s not naamtlj spoken to me on linaiieial alfaiisj, but a few days ago he 
revertetl to them in conversation witli tlm llussian Minister, and again hrouglit up 
the possihilitv of ‘ international " control. .M. de llartwig informed him that inter¬ 
national uas’ seareely the word to use, ns there were .mly two Powers liiiikucnally 
inlmeali'il in I’ersin, and tho.se I’ower.s ilid not hitrmd to ailmit any other interl'erenee, 

I have, vte. 

(Signed) ClI.VlthES M. M-VlihlNti. 


[196941 No. *)5. 

Ml. Mitrlinij it/ iSir litlirnni fSri^i/. {littceivtttl .tune 9.) 

,.So. IL'S.) 

k»(//«/(cA-. .t/oy 21, l9t)S. 

.irS'l’ hetore he left, the Freiieh .\lini.st>'r infonneil me that he had obtained 
formal pnanises from the MmistkT for I'ljrtdgn .\ITairs on three inatter.s which he had 
for some I mm Imeii negotiating, 'riiese are the payimtnl of M. liizot’s siilary from the 
cuHtoms receipts, the gr.mt of a .small snlivention for the Kreneh .selnstl, nml, lastly, 
the reiiewid of the conlrnets of the live Kreneh profe.ssor.s in the employment of the 
PerHinn I lovernmonl. .\liishir-ed-i)owleh nnihori/.ed .\1. de lai Mnrtiniere to inform his 
tlovernment of the setihmient of these i|nestions. 

The(|nestion of the KinnneinI Adviser's .salary is one that had preis-eupied .\1. de La 
Martinii're a gooil ileal. M. lii/.ol htis been all his life aei ustomed to seeing his salary 
paid with e.\ael pnnelnality, and would feel It to he heneulli his dignity to have to 
press the Persian I iovermnenl to pay it in ease it should hill in arrear. As he is a niiin 
of private nieaii", and by no means enamoured of his ])osition hero, M. de l,a Mnrtiniere 
has been eoiistanlly under the a|iprehension that he might, .should his .salary be 
irregularly paid, .suddenly throw up the iippoinltnetil, and from what I havelieard frotit 
M. Ui/.ot iiimself I am siiie his apprehensions tire well foutided. 

'I'lie subvention to the |•'t■enell .school may be regarded with some .stilisfaetioti ns 
a'eontiterisiise to tlm suhsidv to llu' llermati aclcsil. The amount is nut. however, yet 
fixed 

.Miieli the .same vnoi mav he taketi ol the readiness of the Persian I loverntitetil to 
agree to the renewal o[ the eolilraets of the Kreneh profe.ssors. I Ikdieve, however, 
thill one td these geiiilemeii Inis alreaity 'leeided to leave Persia, while two others were 
diseonteiiied with the present settle of their einohiinents, and are not likely to risengage 
themselves on tlm sniie terms. .M. tie Li Mariiniere has, however, sueeeeded in 
■ ililaining a promise ihiii in that event the Persian t lovoriitiieut will apply to the Kreiieli 
1 iovernmeni to suggest e.uidiilales to fill the vaeaiieies. 

1 htive, Ae. 

(Sigiieil) CHAIUdiS .\1 .MAKbl.N'ti. 


1196951 No. 2.'i(i. 

\1‘ Mnrltuij io C*'ir litiirnrtl ilrvij .—(/fcrciyrd Junv 9.) 

iNo. 129.) 

Sir. Gulahek, Mini 21, 190b. 

M’lTll referenee ... telegram No. 112 of the tiOtli April, I have the honour to 

liitiismil herewith eojiy of a ilespiileh from Mr. Consttl-Cieneral Wratislaw reporting 
on Iviirdish outrages III the IIriiinia districts. It is evident from this account that, 
wliile the position is sullieieiitly serious, the llrat reports sent by Mohtashem-e.s- 
Siiltaneh and the loea' ’ Kiijiiinen " of rriimia, tiitil a|ipnrently lielieveil in by the 
Uiissiaii \'iee-t'oasid. of the miussaeiv of 2,t)()() [lersoiis were greatly exaggerated. 
Mr. Wnitislaw also appears i i he in some doubt how far the Turks eaii lie held to havu 

incited the Knr.li-h irilies .. p, eommit these excesses, 

I have, ste. 

(Signed) ClIAltUES M. .MAULING. 
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Inclosure in No. 256. 

Constti-Gitnertil ty^rntish)ii to Mr, Martin^. 

(No. (i.) 

•'■'it*, - Urumia, April 26, 1908. 

\VPi'll isifcrenee to my telegram .No. 27 of the ]8th instant (which, 1 fear, has 
been mneh delayed in transmission), reporting an increase of tCurdisb outrages, 1 
regret to say that the situation shows no sign of im])rovenient. Both to the south and 
the north of this place the Persian villiige.s are exposed to eonstant attacks from large 
bodies of Kurds which they have no adequate means of repelling, and mueli property 
•and numerous lives have thus been lost during the k'.st forliiight. In jiarticitlar, a 
grou|i of villages between Uruinia and Soldiiz was last week besieged by (|uite an army 
of Kurds, and after a stout itsistanee was overcome ami pilliigeii. I''nur women and 
several men lost their lives. 

Between Urumia and Salmas the telegiajih line was ten days ago systeumtie.ally 
destroyed for considerable distances in several placi.'s, both poles and wires being 
carried olT. The line has been repaired from here to the borders of Salmiks, but on 
the farther side the men sent to execute rejinirs were again caught by the Kurds 
and all their material conliseated. Telegraiihie communications have thus been 
interrupted for ten days, and there si-ems no immediate pros|ieet of their being 
re established. 

It is diltieult to say how far the Turkish authorities on the frontier are directly 
responsible for this state of things. They are certainly mneh more lax than before in 
controlling the Kurdi.sli inhabitants of the distriet.s they occupy, hut 1 do not think 
there exists any actual proof that they incite them to outr.ige, whatever suspicions 
may he entertained. On the other hand, Tahir Pasha’s S'demii warning to the Persian 
C'ommis.sioner to abstain from interference with the Kurds quite ties Mohtashem-es- 
Stillaneh’s hands, and he is afraid to follow up iiiaKiuders to their homes for fear of 
fresh complications. He has besides too few men to do so elTeetively, for his foiees 
have quickly melted away in the usual Persian I'asliion. 

His helplessness in ihe niattor of maintaining puhlie security has ineurred hint 
considerable odium amongst the landed and mercantile elnsscs, while iiis elTorts to 
establish something in the way of a settled government have displeased the clique 
which previously ruled the town according to their own fancy. Kverything is being 
done to render his position untenable, anil attaeks on private houses’in or near the 
town are got up almost nightly, less from a desire to plunder than with the object of 
diserediting the Governor. The amount of liring wliieli aeeonipaiiies these demonstra¬ 
tions naturally causes eonsiderahle alarm. 

In the surrounding villages, anil to a less extent in the town, the idea of 
siilimitting to the 'i’urks and calling them in to restore order is again gaining ground, 
anil lends some colour to the suspicions that the Turks are responsible for this renewal 
of Kurdish activity. 

itn the whole .Mohtashem-c.s-Sultaneh’s position apiiears somewhat critical, and it 
is not imiHi.ssihle that he may eventually he driven from the town, as was his prede¬ 
cessor, Imam Kuli Mirza. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ,V. C. WltATlSLAW. 


[19696] No. 257. 

.Ur. Marling to Sir litliraril Grey.—(Rirriml June 9.) 

(No. 130.) 

!*ir, _ Gulahek, May 21, V.mS. 

IN reply to your despatch No. 62 of the 22nd ultimo, inelo.sing a letter from tho 
1-onilon Manager of the linpirial Hank of Persia, asking for inrorniatiuii as to the 
priqiortlon which the hank is pennitteil to retain of tho receipts eneasheil by it from 
the eustonis of Kemianshah, I have the honour to report that as the Board ap|iear to 
be in .some doubt as to the meaning of the statements on the subject funiished to it by 
the local Manager, 1 referred the quealion to .Mr. \’. A. C. Hawkins, the member of the. 
Board who has Iston specially deputed to examine tho alTnira of the bank. 
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In reply, Mr. lluwkiub 1ms sent me a eommunieation, copy inclosed, which has 
rc eenlly been received from the Manager of the KernianshaU branch. 

Mr. Hawkins is eoniinunicaliiig direct with the Board on tins matter. 

I have, &c. I 

(Signed) CllAHLES MARLING. 


luclosnre in No. 257. 

A'o/e communiaiteil to Mr. Marlintj hy Mr. lIowkiM, irliirk he has received from the 
Keniiinushah Ctmtomy. 

IN reidy to .voiir note 1. of llic .'SOtli idtimo, we l)cg to supply you with the 
rollowiiig information 

All Ibe reetapts of thi; customs hen.' (which include those of Kasr-i-Shirm, 
Kurdistan, Sakkis, Baimh.and (5ilan)ure passed via (lie hank to lehran after deduction 
of I'xpenscs of Ki'r.nanshah, tin' sutecustom-limiscs ileilucting their several expenses 
before remitting to Kermanshah. . 

Kxtraiieuiis (‘xponso?., sudj as repairs, are pi'riniltcd out of the receipts, i)ut am 
funds required for special or unusual purposes are supposed to ho «lependeut u^u the 
sanction onVhrau. It ai.pcars, however, that tin-Directors formerly hero had made 
tliemselves very free of tlu^ I'u.stoms funds. W e understand that now such mulappio- 
priatioiis have been stopped. 

I'lie exjKjnsos of the Kermanshah custoin-house appear to he about l.>,(i()U krans 
pur men.Hom, which consist almost oiUirt ly of wages to their unnecessarily largo stnu. 

(.Signed) B- St.)ANE. 

Kermunxhah, May Hj, BIOS. 


[19697] No. 25S. 

Mr. Marliui/ to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received Jtinc 9.) 

Gii/«/teA-, 21, 1008. 

'rill'’, I’ersian liuvcrnmcnt seem to be hesitating to .send a Special Mission to 
t ■oii'-lanlinoplc to iliscns.s the frontier cpicstion with the I’orlc or, if possible, witli tlie 
I'atacc iliriict. .Mnsbii-cd-llowicb, on whom, as aiilborize.l by your telegram No. 01 of 
the 1st instant, 1 have urged the wisdom of tlitil course, as has also the Russian 
Minister, seems to be eonvinei'il of it |l<^rsonally, but to be unwilling to accept the 
re.s|M>nsil)ility of loreing his vii'ws on liis i-olleagiies; but wlieti I saw him last, on the 
I'Jtli instant, be said be hoped to be able to inform me in a day or two that the Cabinet 
bad ilecideil in favour of llie .Mission. 1 imagine tliat the Government are in doubt as 
to whom to scad. Ala-es-Siiltam b, the newly appointed Ambassador, might do as a 
lignri'-bead, but it is ibongbt that bo baa not snilicient energy to carry ibrougb so 
ilillieiilt a task. Onllie other liand, his ”agrement” has already been oblaineil, and 
bis S.'leelion would, it is iboiiglil, liav>' the ailyanlage id overcoming any objections 
wliieb the Turks miglit raise to ri'eeiving a .^jiceial .MLssion. 

It is also I'lis-sible ibal the i|nestion of expense militates against the proposal. 

1 la-esnme lliat, slionld lb.' Special Mission be sent, the I’ersian Commisaioiier 
wonhl b(' wilbdrjiwn from I'rmnia, tind it would in tluit event la,* luH'e.ssarjMo consider 
wbelber Mr. t'onanl-Gonerai Wralislaw .should not be ullowed to return to Tabrcez. 

1 have, &e. 

(Siguoti) CllAUIJ'.S M. MAULING. 


119699] 

Mr. Marlimj In Sir lidinird (irey.—iitvcelred June 0.) 

(No. 13.'. Verv I'onrnb ntial.) 

Sir/ • llidnhek, .Vnyjo. \im. 

I llAVK the bononr to report ibal .Mr. V. A. Cie.sar Hawkins, a inembur of the 
Hoard of tlw Imperial I’.ank of I'eiaia in London, arriv al in Tehran tm the otb instant, 
nrmeil with very full p.iuer-, to investigate the emnlnet of the Hank s tilfairs Ity the 
loeiil I'liief .Malinger. .Mr. Rabino. 1 gather Irom the conversations 1 have bad with 
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him that Mr. Hawkins is exceedingly dissatisfied with Mr. Rabino's management, and 
that he considers that, in one instance at least, the latter’s conduct has been “ some¬ 
thing worse titan disloyal." He was in no way apprehensive that Mr. Rabino’s joining 
the Gorman Rank would do any liann to the position of the [mporial Bank of Persia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES Jl. MARLING. 


[19701] No. 200. 

Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Greg.—(Received June 9.) 

(No. 1.35.) 

Sir, ^ Gulahek, Mag 22, 1908. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 115 ol the 20th instant, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith copy of a despatch which has reached mo this morning from His 
M.ijesty’s Vice-Consul at Resht, giving accounts of the late incident on the Russo- 
Fersian frontier at Bela Sevar. From this report it would seem that tlie Russian 
Vice-Consul at Ardebil admits tliat the affair was much more serious than M. de Hartwig 
has cared to admit to me, and that the ehiof blame for it rests with the Russian officer 
who lost Ids life. It appears, too, that the Persian rei>orts of excesses committed by 
the Russian soldiery, which M. de Hartwig at first entirely denied, are auliatnnlially 
correct. 

I have, ftv. 

(Signed' CHARLES M. MARLING. 


luclosurc ill No. 2(10. 

.t/. litthiuo la Mr. f arling. 

Sir, Enzali. .Mag 18, 1908. 

I HAVE the lionour to report two versions 1 liave heard of the Bileli Sowar 
incident: 

1. M. OlferielT, Russian V*ice-Cotisul at .\rdebil, whom I met at Lenkoran, informed 
me that a Russian frontier officer, nliose horse hml strayed across tlie frontier into 
Persian territory, entcretl Persia with fmir Cossacks to recover the horse. 'I'his oHicer 
had two years ago killed two sons of one of the principal Shaliseveii Cliicfs, wlto were 
engaged in smuggling. Ever since the Russian ollieer's life hud been in danger, lie 
was pressed to accept a transfer, but refused to do so, as bis post was very 
renmnerative, be getting 7(1 per cent, of all gooils seized. The Russian ollieer came 
across some Sbabsovens, who fired at bim and sliot him, as well as throe of bis Cossticks. 
Tlie fourili Co>s.aek was wounded. 

The frontier soldiers, bearing ibal ibeir ollieer bud been killed, entered tlie I’ersiau 
Sotth'inent of Bileti Sowar, slew forty-one of tlie inhabitants, and set fire to the 
castom liuiisc. Reinforcements were sent from Baku, and ;i party of 2l)i) men entered 
I’er.sian territory in pursuit of the Sliabsevens. They were surrmmded by l,(f()(l 
moimted Bbahsovcii.s and had to retire, losing three killed inni nine wounded. The 
I 0 S.SUS of the Shahsevens were fourteen killed and three wounded. 

M. OlferielT was then sent to Lenkoran, and tin amicable settlement was agreed 
upon. The linssiaus ask for an imlemnily, and, I believe, insist upon tlie pmiishment 
of two of the leaders in the affray. 

The Sbahsevens declare that should they be severely dealt with they will retire 
into Turkish territory. 

2. M. (Jninel’s version slightly dilfers from the above. The Russitin officer was 
requested by the native Cnstoms official not to follow his horse, us feeling run rather 
high agaiiisl him, tmd undertook to have the burse reliirued in the eoiirse of two days. 

The Russian ollieer tUieided, however, to recover ills horse wilboiit deliw, and wiili 
four Cossacks crossed the frontier. He lomid his liorse amongst a party of .Shahsevens, 
who refnseil to let him take it, alleging that they hud no proof that Hie horse was his. 
The officer ihiToiiiKin drew his revolver and wmmded 11 Sliahseven. Tlie .Shahsevens 
retuliateil, killing the officer and thris* (.’ossaeks ami wounding tlie other Cossack. 

The frontier guards, hearing lliis, entered Bileh Sowar ami committed llie excesses 
already related. They ftirthcrmoru twik pos.session of 130 tomans they found in the 
cnstom-liooso, 
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Uoinforcementa having* liooii n:coived from liaku, 200 men entered Persian 
wrriiory in pursuit of the Sbalisevens. Tlnj latter fixed kullahs on sticks to attract 
the enemy's lire, and tlieii sncccetlcd in surrouiuling the llussians, who retired with a 
lose of eighty killed. This is no doubt exaggeiaUnl. 

M. OlferielT. who admitted that the Rtissian olficer was in the wrong in crossing 
ihii frontier, contends, liowcver, tlmt the Shahsevens hiul no right to fire on the ollicer, 
and Unit all the lirigandage on the Astani-Ardebil mud can lie .safely aitrihute<l to 
thorn, and that they shoiild be severely dealt with. 

Cases f>f hriganflagft may bo proved, and the Shahsevens should eertairdy bo 
punished. 

It is <lltfi(uill, however, to under.sUmd the contention that the Shabsovens had no 
right to fire on some one crossing the frontier without authority. 

The. I’orsian (lovernment recognize their frontier trilios as keepers of tJieir frontier, 
anti consetpiently assimilate lliein to frontier guards. Should the Persian (joverninent’s 
viowB he corrwl, the Shahsevens had certainly the right to lire on the oflicer when he 
crossed the frontier. ... . • 

1 regret that I am unalde to obtain fuller information on this incident, which, 
Inifore the Anglo-Utissian Agreement, might have led to serious complications. 

T!)e frontier guards at Uileh Sowar have been increas<*<i to 1,000 n>en. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) II. K. U.\IUXt». 


[197021 N‘>. ^bl. 

Mr. Mtiriiftij lu No Kf/imn/ (ireii.—iUrrrirt'tl June d.) 

(No. Idti.i 

Sir, Guiuhek, .May 22, IU08. 

ri’ is tiiflieult to svv anything in the events td' tlie past four weeks that points to 
any immediate improvement in the condition of l’ei*sia. Tin* ohject of .Ministei’s in 
twice rc.sigiiing wa.s solely gel rid of the Premier. Nizam-es*Suliaiieh, whose 
venality and uneonstitutional methods had rendered him exceedingly tinpopular. 
lie secuned, moreover, to liavi- acted towards his eollengtie,s more us the (Irand Vizier 
of an alisolitle .Monarch than a.s the liead of a Constitutional Cahinet, and no doubt 
that they tound it im)H).ssihle to eo-operate with him. It is very imjuvdiahle that tlie 
new ('ahinet, the eonstrueti«»n of which is haplly yet definitely settled, will prove any 
more eapnhh* of rt'storiiiLt oiiler in the prevailing chaos and disorganization of tin* 
tlovermnnnt. It muuus pnmtieally e<*rtaiii, how(>ver, that Suni-ed-l)«)wleh will become 
ih'ime Minisbu', and ^ioill.l^)lem•es•SultaneIl, tln^ Per.siun Commis.sioner at L’rmia, is 
said to have been mealled to sueceivl Nizain-»'s-Sultaneh as Minister of the Interior. 
It seems dillieult to eoneeive a more unfortunate choice than that of those (wo 
Ministers 

1 am not quite .sure to uhat motive to aitvihuti* the Shah’s action in inviting 
Naser-td-.Mulk to return to i’ersia. His Imperial .Majesty may posallily have done it 
III the interests of tlie country, for Naser-ul-Mulk could uiidouldedly he <*f great 
service if he wen‘ eonlhleni ol the support of the Palace. It seems to me, however, 
to he moiv likely that His Majesty’s inesisago. wliieli was sent thnmgh the President 
of the As.seml>ly, was merely intended to gain him a little tenipomry p<ipularity so as 
to enable him to get safely out iif the eapiial to oin* of liis etuuitry seats. 

I doubt, however, wlieilna- tlie moment for Nnser-ul-.M ulk’s ivttirn iias yet come, 
but it is in any case most improbable that lie will aceept the Sliah’s iiivitalion. except 
under the most stringent (‘onditious. 

Tehran itself iviiiuins relatively tiuieter, hut there is a general leeling of profound 
diqin’SHion at the helplessness of the tJovernment ami an increasing tendeiiey to lay 
ihe blame fur the existing state tit alfnirs on the Shah, who is again Ix'iiig aeeused of 
prejKiring another eoa/i dVV/n, Imt, so far ;is 1 can sia*. thoi’o is no ground for these 
Kiispieions. 

(joveiimrs have been hauid for most of the vacant jmisIs, hut with the exeiqition 
of Zil-es-SulUm at Shiraz and Serdar .Motazid at K(*rmun, none of them seem to lie 
eupnhie of a real eiVort to administer tlieir distritds. At Yezd a moh of villagtTs has 
h(H*n surrounding Ihe telegraph olbce by way of protest agjviiist a now tux, Imt 
Mr. Acting Vice-Consul Blackmail, by a display of considorahle coolness and tael, has 
HO far succeeded in preventing any .serious ineidont. The Government here are 
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unable to do more than send soothing messages. Kermaushah is tlnvatemal with an 
inenrsion by the Kakavonds, and Captain Haworth describes tho situation as menacing. 
'File Government promise to .send Zafar-es-Sultaneli, the new Governor, with a strtmg 
foire, Imt tbere is some doubt wbether lie will not refuse tlie post at the last moment. 
Otherwise tlie country is comparatively quiet, exirept fof>a few cases of brigandage, 
tthiefly in the iioiglibourhood of Ispahan. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Cil.VRHKS M. MARLI.VG. 


[197031 Xo.202. 

Mr. Marlimj to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 9.) 

(No. 137.) 

Sir, Gulnhek., .May 22, 1008. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your teh'gnim No. 08 of the 
Mill instant, in which you an* so gcHid as to authorize im* to inform the Persian 
Government that, in view of the non-payinont of the interest on the 1003—1 advance 
due on the 4th April and also of the sinking fund for llie last tw<j years, and in view 
also of their failure to make any reply to Sir C. Spring-Rice’s iioti* of the 3181 August, 
1007, annuuneiiig the conditions on which His Majesty’s Govcrmneiit wmv prepare<I to 
agree to tho susjiensiou of the sinking fund for three years, His Majesty’s (lovernmoiit 
can no longer admit of any di.soussioii on those terms. Ii would. I think, cause neiullcss 
irritation, aiid would therefore be impolitic, to make that conimuiueation just at 
present. Nor is there now the same m*C('ssity to taki* the step as appearml to me to be 
the case when I first suggested it for your eousirloratioii. At that time there was 
gcKxl reason to lielievo from the statements of M. Mornard that the Persian Govern¬ 
ment won* actually in a position to pay off both interest and sinking finnl, and thus 
liberate themselves from the comlitioiis we songlil to imiK)se on them. This i.s, 
however, not imw the easi*; the Persian < h)V<*nmiciit is in the direst straits for money, 
and, if .M. Moriiard’s forecasts are correct as to the ensloiiis revenues, it ia certain that 
tin* iuterest on the hxui will again be very mneii in arrear. In the eirenmslanees, 
tliercfore, I proixise lojivail myself of tlie latitude which your telegram allows me, ainl 
to n^.serve the communication (or a monj pr<*ssing occasion. 

1 have. &i:. 

(Signed) GHAREES M. MARLING. 


[19616] No. 263. 

Mr. O'Heirne to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received .func 9.) 

(No. 248.) 

Sir, • St. Reter.slinrijh, May 23, 1908. 

ON the receipt of your despatch No. 117, ('onlidcnlial, of the 27th ultimo, I 
addiVi^id an aide’in^moire to tlie Imperial Ministry for Poreign Affairs, inquiring 
whether the Russian GoverniiKmi hail any knowlcilge of the alleged grant to 
.M. Stemrieh of a Conce.ssion for the c<m8lriietion of a railway from 'relirnn to Ker- 
maiisbuh. 

f have now received a reply from the Russian GoverniiKMii to the effect ihal 
inquiries have* been made by the Russian Minister at 'reliran, hut that Ik* has Ixhui 
unable to obtain any eonfinnution of the iv]>orl. M. di^ Hartwig su[qu>.ses tiial the 
article in tho Paris " New York Herald” was fouiultal on the steps which were taken 
some time ago by the Gorman [/.‘gation to obtain difforoni Conce.ssion& in Persia. 

I Imve, &e. 

(Signed) llCGll CUKIRNE. 
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Hr. O'liririic lo Sir EdtrartI Grei/.—(lieceheil June 9.) 

St. PeUrshuryh. May 23, 1908. 

’ WITH reference to your telegram No. 13.3 of Hie 20lh instant, I have the honour 
lo transmit lo you lierewitli copy of a note wliieli I liavo addressed to M. Isvolskv 
iclalivc to tile (lucstion of liie excliangc of Hie telegmpli lines in Persia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HUGH O’BEIRNE. 


Inelosurc in No. 201. 


.t/r. O'Heirne In M. Imil.iliy. 


.M. h' Miiiistre, 8’<. Pelirsburyli, May !) (22), 1908. 

HIS llaiestv's tioveriimeiil liave had under tlicir careful consideration the nirle- 
mc'mmre. from the lm|jcrint .Ministry for l''oreigu AlVnirsof the 30th March (12tti jVpril) 
relative to the (iiiestion of the e.vchauge of tclegraiih lines in Persia. 

Sir E. (irey 00511*08 me in the 01*51 place to exjilain to your Excellency, in reply to 
I hat mV/r-mr'mei'ri', that, although 110 specilie meiitioii was made in Sir .1. Nicolson s 
eoinmunicatiou of the 10th (23rd) March of the admission at stated hours of Russian 
signallers to the use of the telegraph line from Nasratahud to Khaf, it was not the 
iiiicntion of His Majesty’s Governnient to attempt lo deprive the llu.ssian signallers of 
the privilege in (picstioii; ill view of the fnt:t that it. was contemplated that a similar 
privilege should he enjoyed hy British signallers on the Jleshed-Khaf section and 
the Tehran-Meshed line, it w*oiild naturally helong alsfi to the Russian signallers as 
regards the Nasratahad Khaf section. 

As a result, however, of a further e.xainiiiation of the whole matter of the 
exchange of lines. His Majesty's Oovernni(*nl have arrived .at the conclusion that, as 
regards the (picstion of signaliers, th.e host solution w*ould lie that each Power should 
withdraw* its eniploytSs eoinpletely from the other Power’s sphere (the cmii*se originally 
pr.ijioseil hv Sir .\. .N'icolsoii iu the Jlomoraiiilum which was handed hy him to your 
Exeellenev on the 2iid (l.otli) April, 1907), and that an arrangement should be 
concluded hy which each Power, as ivgards the telegraph lines within its sphere, 
should undertake lo insiniet its own employes to transmit all messages sent hy the 
other Plover’s agents, or in the interests of suhjeets of the other Power, with due 
dispatch and *ie(*urney. .'\n exchange of notes might embody such an .arraiigemeiit. 

As was ( learly and fully expressed in theaii/r-mr'moiri of the 31st -May (13th .lune), 
1907, fixiiu the Imperial Ministry for Eoreign .Vllairs, the Anglo-Uussian Convention 
aims at reinoving evervthing which could possibly he the cause of friction hetw*ecn the 
two Powers. H appea‘i*s to His Majesty’s Government that the above solution is more 
strictly ill aeconlauee with the spirit’of this Convention than the arrniigemonts 
previo’iislv eonteni|ilated for adniitliiig Russian employes to the use ol lines within the 
British sphere and tire rrr.«/. It also seems lo them to conform more strictly to the 
siiirit ol the Agreement ol the ISth t31st) August, 1997, relative to the exchange of 
telegraphs, .Vriieles 1 and 2. It was nndei*stood at the tiiiie that the term “same 
conditions'' which oeeiirs iu the.se articles referred to eouditions iilleetiug the iiiuiu* 
tenanee and repair of the telegratih lines, and obligations towards the Persiaii 
Government and relations with that Governnient, eonneeted with the iiuinageiueiit ol 
these lines. Indeed, when His Majesty’s Government gave their assent to the Rmssiau 
control over the .Meshed Khaf section eontinuing they were guidixl hy this view* ol 
the matter. . , . , 

I am inslriieted hy Sir E. (in'y to exiilain to your Exeelleney that in making the 
ahove jiroposal His .Majesty’s Government are aetualed entirely liy a desire to insure, 
hy adhering .stricllv lo Hu*'spirit of the recent Convention, that all its objects shall he 
successfully atlaini'd. 1 am directed to express the hope that the 1 mperial Government 
will see their way to aceeiit the proposal. 

I avail, Ac. 

(Signed) IH’GH G’BEIRNE. 
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119943] No. 265. 

Mehdi Khan lo Mr. Mallet.—{Received .June 9.) 

(Private.) 

Dear Mr. Mallet, Pirsian Legation, London, June 6, 1908. 

I AM much obliged to you for your letter. My object w*a6 to show how* our 
frontier questions w*ith Russia and Turkey stand at pre.sent, and to explain our views 
regarding the latter. It was not my purpose to make a request that those matters 
should be discussed at Koval; but I thought that in case they came under discussion 
it would be better that His Britannic Majesty’s Government should be aware of our 
views. I venture to inclose herewith some notes on the prinoiiial jioints of my 
observations of yesterday. I need hardly say that I shall he greatly interested to 
know* should there be anything fresh as regards the attitude of Uis Britannic Majesty’s 
Government concerning the Turkish question. 

Yours very trulv, 
(Signed) MEHDI, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 265. 

Note respecting Russo-Persian Frontier. 

MOST of the Russian propolis have at once been accepted, and the Governor- 
General of Azerbaidjan has oecn instructed by telegraph, and lie is iu the act of giving 
effect to the proposals. The proposals that have at once been accepted arc as 
follows:— 

(n.l Apprehension of those at whose haiiils the Russian olBcor died. 

(Ii.) Payment of claims of Russian subjects according to frontier settlements. 

(c.) Return (provided they arc found) of Russian soldiers who have run aw.ay. 

{d.) Return of twenty rifles said by Russians to have been stolon. 

(p.) Satisfaction to the people of the killed ofllccr. 

(/.) Removal of Shlmhsuvnn Chiefs, viz., Mohammad Gholi Khan and others 
further from the frontier 

Two of the above proposals hare* been carried out already, viz., {!>) and (/), and 
the rest of the accepted projiosals w*ill be carried out strictly. 

But other proposals of the Russian Commander, viz. *.— 

1. Compensation for what has liei.*ii plundered; 

2. Indemnity for expenses of sending military force ; 

3. Indemnity for alleged occupation of Russian territory by Mohammad Gholi 
Khan, 

require inquiry and seeing to. The Persian Government has not refused the latter 
proposals, but ’w isbes tbat they w*oiild be inquired into. 

At the same time the Persian Government has askctl for eoiniiensatiou for the 
inhabitants of Beliasuvar and otber villages destroyed by Rus.siaus. 


Inelosurc 2 in No. 265. 

Note respecting Tnrkn-Persian Frontier. 

IT is hardly possible that this froutiei* question can lie settled by tbese Frontier 
Commissions. .Vs long ns there is disagreement in the Imsis of the discussions no 
settlement can bo arrived at. 

The Sublime Porte does not consider tbe Inst Treaty of Arzeroom as dual, and 
refers to the Treaty of Sultan Murad (1631). 

The Imiierinl Persian Goveriimeni considers clauses 2 and 3 of Arzeroom Treaty 
as tlunllv deciding this question. 

Uiiller these circumstances it is not likely that matters w*ill make progress unless 
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i.iess.m. is put upou llw Turkish Govurnmeut by the Govmimcuts uf Ilis Britaiimo 
Majesty anil that uf llussiu, for a ,,uestiou that has been petuliup for over sixty years 
ean hardly be solved by men talking and diseusuon. As regards transferring th -seat 
of discussion tu Constantinople, will this bis of any avail r lliis very oxiiedu nt lias 
reKorl 4 '(l i‘> SOUK* tliirty-iivtr yoars ago, but with what vt.'sult ? 


[19971] 

Mr. Marlmj In .Sir Rihrnul Orni. {Ilmirnt ./ane 9.) 

lTolep*apliie.) 1 ’. , , , TvAn,n.,/,o,r9, lllllS. 

Srn’ATinN. My U-Icgrain No. l.'^G of yesterday s dale. n , 

Yeslerdav morning the town wiw patrolled by Cossacks and later a 1 roelainalion 
doiionneing ilie persons arrested as traitors was lasoed by the bhali. I he town is as 
ipiiol ns usual, and the p.siple aeeeplcd the I'roelamation passively 

Kollowiiiii is (^iniidential: 

It is generally believed that the Itussians, il not the llnssian Minister himself, 
contrived ami hacked the .Shah's coup. I am convinced, from .M. de I lartwig s 
language lo me. that at all i-vunl.s the intended arrests were known to him. 


[200451 No. 297. 

.Mr. O’lirinir In .Sir Eilwinil (irn,. .(Rrrtivril June 10.) 

^No. Pelershunjh, June u. I90s. 

WITH referenee to recent correspondence respecting the Unsso-Persian ffoutior 
incidents 1 have the honour to report that llie following ollicial account is published 
here of ihe recent collision in which Captain I iv.KiglazolT, coinmanding the Hcliasevar 

detachment of tin. KlizabctiK.l llrigadc, lobi his life: ..... . 

('■iptain HvisiglazolT's iiorse is stated to liave e.scaped over the frontier luto I ersia, 
when, il was seized hv a iiartv of armed Tartars. Captain DvocglazolV. taking with 

hi,.nounted patrol of seven men, crossed the frontier in pursuit, hut ihe small 

Kussiaii force fell into a Tartar aialmsh, and Captain Dvocglazoll and one ol Ins men 
wen. shot .lown. .\ delachnieiil of the Tith Infantry liegimciit came to Ihe assi.staneo 
of Ihe frontier guards and open..d lire on the Tartars. In the engagement which 
ensued four Uussians wen. killed and live wounded. . . , . , 

■ In giving the above aeeoiinl of the incident the ollicial coimniinniuc denies the 
truth of the report thai Captain 1 ivia>glazolT had killed two Persians during the .search 
for his hors(.. 

1 have, iVc. 

(Signed) III'GII (I’HKIIfN’K. 


[1957] No 2li.8. 

hldnaiti (iteif lo Mr. Mnrliny. 

(No. Ui'i.) 

iTelc.-raphie..) P. h'nrriijn Ojjlce, Juni W.V.»)n. 

SIIKI.l.ll.ll'.. 

.\ l omiilainl has been received from ihe Persian 1 ransport < ompany lo the elleel 
lhal the builders have hi.en comi.elled to suspend openitiotis on Messrs, l.ynch's shed 
hv order ol the Governiu of Shnshter, acting mi instructions from the Persian 

Goverinnent. , ■ i 

If you see no obji.clion. ..nay make represenlalioiis asking that this olisiriiclion 

on ill., jiai'l of llie Governor may he luil .i slop lo. 
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[19913] 


No. 209. 


.VrV Edirarit Gretj to Mr. ^furliny. 

(No. 91..) 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 10, 1908. 

THR1.:K liakhtiari Chiefs—the Sirdar Assad, his younger brother, and their 
nephew—called at this Office on the 30th ultimo, and were received by Sir C. 

11 ardingc, who expressed his pleasure at seeing them, and at having an opportunity 
to discuss with them the relations of the Chiefs with Ilis Majc.sty’s Government 

Sir C. llardinge infornied the Sirdar Assad that His Slajesty’s Government had 
recently not been entirely satislied with the attitude of the Chiefs towaials the Oil 
Concessions Syndicate. lie reminded his KxccIIeney that the Syndicate had come to 
an agrc.enient with the Chiefs whereby the latter were to provide guards for the 
Syndicate's works, and to receive in return 2,000/. a year. The Chiefs had lately asked 
for a further annual sum of 500/., and to this the Syndicate bad agreed. Nevertheless, 
guards had not lieen supplied of late and thefts had been committed on the property 
for which no compensation had been paid. The result of this had been that Ilis 
Majesty’s Government had heen put to Ihe cxiiense of bringing guards from India to 
protect Ihe jiroiierty of the Syndicate. 

The Sirdar .\s.sad said that the 500/. had not heen )>aid, to which Sir C. Hardingc 
replied that so soon .as compensation was made for the thefts which had been 
committed on the Syiidientc’s property, the iiistalnient due last November, which had 
heen withheld on that account, would be handed over. 

His Excellency stated that all the claims made by the Syndicate for thefts or on 
other accounts had been deducted by the Syndicate from the 2,000/. due to the Chiefs, 


who consequently owed them no money. 

lie then cx)ilaincd that the cause of the recent trouble was that the rival branch 
of the tribe had hold the ehicftaiiishi|i for more than two yearn, and that this hraneh. 
being v'cry unfriendly to England, had done all m their jiower to annoy the llrilish 
Syndicate. Now tliiil his own hraneh of th(“ family had been reinstated in their 
former position of jirineipal Chiefs, these troiibh's would no longer oceur, and ho would 
guarantee tliat in a short time the Syndicate would he perfectly satislied. 

Sir C. llardinge told the Sirdar Assad that, on his return to Ihe Eoreigii Olliec 
two years ago, it had heen a matter of great regret to him to lind that Ihe liakhtiari 
Chiefs, whom he had always regarded as I'ingland's best and most loyal friends in 
Persia, weri. acting in a manner hostile lo liritish intcis-sks. It seemed to him a 
stinnge anomaly that His Miije-sty's Governinent, who were the friends of the 
Eakhtiaris, should he obliged to bring guards from India in order to protect liritish 
subjects from their tribe. His .Majesty's Governiiicnt had serious cause for complaint 
against the liakhtiari tribe on this account, and the promise which his Excellency hud 
just given was a great relief to him, as he knew that the Chief’s word would he kept. 
He added that he trusted that, on his Excellency's return to Persia, which, he under¬ 
stood, would be in two months’ time, he would himself visit the works of the 
.Syndicate and see that no harm was being done to tliein by any memhers of his tribe, 
and that the olTicials of the Syndicate were jierfectly satislied in every way. 

The Sirdar .Vssad ])roniiscd faithfully on his word that he would do this, for tbo 
sake, as he said, of his old friendshiii with Sir C. llardinge, who, he sjiid, might rest, 
assured that as soon as his Excellency returned lo Persia there would he no further 
need for the Indian guards. He further proinisixl to write at once to his brother, the 
ruliii" Chief, giving an account of his conversation and urging that immediate steps 
shoiiUl he taken for the protection of the Syndicate’s works. 

The Chief wont on to say that he had known iminy liritish Consuls who had 
always heen very friendly to the liakhtiari tribe, but that recently His Jlajesty’s Vice- 
Consul at Ahwa'z had adopted a hostile attitude towards the Chiefs. His Excellency 
asked Sir C. Hardingc to do what he could to (.orreet this, and to restore friendly 
relations between the tribe and Captain Eorimer. 

Sir C. llardinge told the Sirdar Assad that the best way of restoring those 
relations would be for the tribe loyally to carry out all the ongagcinents they had 
taken towards the Syndicate, ami that his Exeellency might rest assured that Captain 
Eorinier's attitude towards the liakhliaris would be as friendly as possible and the 
same as that of Ilis predecessors as soon as the causes of the complaint made by the 
Svndicatc against the tribe had been reinovcd. 

The Sirdar .-kssad bcggeil Sir C. Hardingc to do what he could to restore friendly 
relations in such cirenmstanees. Sir C. llanlinge promised that he would do so. 
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After a short frioiidlv conversation on other matters the Chiefs took their leave 
anil on tlieir <le|»irture Sir C. llardiii'-c reminded them of their promise, which tliey 
■said that thov would not forget. 

■ I am, Sc. 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


U9913] -<'>■ 

Foreiijn Office to India Office * 

.<jj. Forcujn Office. Jane 10, 1908. 

’ I AM directed hv Secretarv Sir Edward < irey to tran.simt to you herewith copy of 
despatch which ho "has ad.lrGssed to llis .Maje.sly'.- Charge d'AITaire.s at rehmii,t 
recorclijii; a coiivorsation wliicli took pltu-e rucenlly Im'Iwvcu Sir C. Ilauhnge nud lliree 
(jf tlie Hakhtiiiri Chinfw, ou tlu- subject of the relations of the latter aiid of iheir tribe 
witli the Oil Concessions Syndicate in Persia and with His Majesty s \ ice-ConsuI at 
Abwa/.. j 

iSigiicd) LOUlS MALLET. 


1-200771 No. 271. 

Mr. Marling to Sir Etliiard Gri:g.—[Ueceired June 11.) 

Sh”’ Gulahek, May 2i), 1908. 

WITH referonee to niv despatch No. 115 of the 22nd instant, I have the honour to 
report tlint the lliissiaii Jliiiistof has been so good ns to inform me of the tollowing 
details of the recent negotiations for the settlement of the Kiisso-Persian frontier 
incidents:— 

Tile Viceroy of the Caucasus, acting on instructions from St. Petersburgh, sent 
an idliinntmn to the Governor of Azerbaijan inl'urming him that, unless the demands of 
the Russian (iovermnent for the punishment of the murderers of the officer near 
Relyasevar, (or the pavmcnt of indemnities on various counts, for the return of rifles 
stolen by Shahsevens from Russian frontier guards during the pMl two years, and for 
assarances that the Shahsevens would be held in strict control in tiiturc, the force under 
General Snarsky would proceed to exact reparation, llie news ol the ultimatum, which 
was to expire on the 22nd instant (9th, o. .s.), only reached Tehran on the 19th instant 
((ith, O.S.), and caused great consternation. On that afternoon the Minister for Foreign 
Adairs called at the Russian liCgation to ask M. <le Hartwig to obtain a turllier respite. 
.\ 1 . de Hartwig replied that the Governor of the Caucasus was acting on orders from 
St. Petersbiirgh and he could not very well interfere. Late the same evening M. de 
Hartwig was inviied to go to the Palace, but the Chamberlain who brought the message 
could not inform him for what reason his presence was required, Al. de Hartwig 
represented that his arrival after 111 o'clock at night would certainly be misconstrued by 
the public, and he sugge.stcd that, in the ciicumstnnees, he should wail on the Shah the 
following morning. A little after midnight he received a letter from .Mushir-ed-Dowleh 
informing him that, at the express wishes of the .Ministry and Assembly, ihe Shah 
ilcrtircd to rccjuost him to convoy n pcr.soiiul me‘'SUgo trom Ills Imperial .Mujesty to tlje 
Cmr ii-skinir tor an extension oV the time allowed, ami promising; that, il' a leasoimblc 
interval were given, the I’ersian Government ivouhl fulfil all the Russian demaiuK At 
his audience the following morning .M. ilo Hartwig promised to forward the Shah’s 
request to St. Petersburgh, and on the 22nd instant (9th, n.s.) was able to announce 
lhat the Russian Government were ready to grant a delay ot tourteeii days, counting 
I'roni the 20th ("th, ri.a.), during which the Persian Government must carry out their 
promises. . ■ 

'fhe Persian Government appeared to he making every etlort to salisty the Russian 
demands, for they borrowed 17,000 tomans from the Imperial Hank of Persia on the 
sccuritv cf the jiasspovl fees, and iqqiointed Rahim Khan, the notorious Kurdish 
IMiieflain, to capture and puni'li the .'shah.soven olleiiders. It seems to me iniprolmhle 
that they will succeed in so short a lime, ’fhe money question alone will be a grciil 

• .\lso *o Mr. t’o e-.s*. 


t .No. iOV. 
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difficulty, seeing that the compensation demanded for the families of soldiers murdorod 
by Shahsevens during the iiast six months amounts to 30,000 roubles, or nearly the whole 
of the .sum advanced by the Imperial Bank of Persia, and that there is, besides this, the 
indemnity to the widow of the murdered oflicer, and also the cost of moving General 
Snarsky’s troops to the frontier. No doubi Rahim Khan will succeed in extracting large 
payments from the Shahseven Chiefs, who are reputed to be wealthy, but it by no means 
follows that any considerable proportion will find its way to the I mperial Treasury. 

On the evening of the 26th instant Mnshir-cd-T)owleh called at the Isigation. He 
said he had just left the Russian Minister, and had found him inclined to be unyielding. 
Persian otficial accounts showed that the Russian oflicer had brought his late on himself, 
for he had fired the first shot, and that in killing him the ifihahscvcns might be said to 
have acted in self-defence. In any case, the Russian troops had more than avenged his 
death, for they had burnt at least two villages besides Belynsevar, and had killed a large 
number of people, and done damage to property said to exceed 40,000 tunians. The 
Persian Government, in the circumslances, lliought that the only just iiieaus of arriving 
at a settlement was by appointing a .loint Comnii.ssion of Inquiry. M. de Hartwig had 
declined to listen to such a suggestion, and had insisted on the general acceptance of 
the Russian terms, five of whicli he described ns absolutely essential. .\Iiishir-cd-Dowleh 
asked me what I thought the Persian Government should do. I .said lhat my knowledge 
of the facts was too vague for me to express any opinion on Ihe rights and wrongs of 
the case. The Shahsevens appeared to have been attacking and killing the Russian 
frontier posts in order to steal the rifles, and the Persian Government had done nothing, 
as his Excellency admitted, to put an end to these outrages, in spite of the oft-repeated 
protests of the Russian Legation. At last came the murder of the Russian oflicer, 
which caused the pent-up exasperation to vent itself, and, it the Persian accounts were 
correct, the Coasacks had “ seen red.” The Russian’s want of scK-control might have 
put them in the wrong at the last, but the original fanll lay with the Persian Govern¬ 
ment. However that might he, the Russian Government was evidently in earnest, anil, 
as Persia was perfectly powerle.ss, it seemed to me that her liesl course would be to 
agree in principle to the Russian demands by making every cH'orl to fulfil them in the 
stipulated time, to conciliate the friendly feeling of Rus.sia, and trust to her sense of 
jiuitice to come to a final and ciiiiitable scltlenicnt. .As for a Mi.xed Coinmission, 
I rather symputhized with the Russian .Minister if he had declined, us I understood, to 
entertain the proposal at present, for experience in Persia showed that i hey rarely led 
to any definite result. 

1 told M. de Hartwig, who happened to call on me the next morning, of the advice 
I had ventured to give, and he was good enougli to express his thanks for it. From his 
language I was led to think lhat he was i|uitc conscious that the excesses of the 
Cossacks liad put him in a rather awkward position, ami that tlie severe terms of the 
ultimatum were scarcely justifiable. He cannot conceal from himself that the Persians 
have legitimate grounds for indignation, if not, indeed, couutcr.elaiins for compensalion, 
and he would, I ihink, bo glad to find a way of retreat front the difllcttlt position in 
which the nction of the military nuthorilics has placed him, even if il should cvcntnally 
involve agreeing to a Mixed Commission ns suggested by .Alushir-ed-Dowlch. 

In spite of the deep feeling against Russia, tlie s)ieeche 8 in tlie Assembly have 
hitherto been strictly moderate ; but, in view of tlie intense excitement ot the public, 
I think it unlikely that Persian Aliiiisters will venture to accede formally to the Russian 
demands. 

i have, &c. 

(Signeil) CHARLES .M. .MARLING. 


[20069] No. 272. 

Mr. O’Beirne to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 11.) 

(No. 2(14.) 

oir, SI. Petershurgh, June 8 , 1908. 

AVITH reference to previous correspondence in regard to the projiosed participa¬ 
tion by Messrs. Stevens in a Navigation Concession on Lake Urumia granted by the 
I’ersiun Government to Prince Imam Kuli Mirza, I have the honour to transmit 
herewith coiiy of an aide-memoire which I have received from the Russian Government 
[1580] 8 p 
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stating tlic reasons for whicli they consider it preferable to decline Messrs. Stevens’ 
request. 


(Confidential.) , . „ . 

I may add that the liead of the competent Department m the Ministry lor horeign 
Affairs told me that the Itus.sian Government attached a great deal of importance to 
tliis Concession, and i understood liiin to .say that there was some question of an 
eventual liussiaii monopoly of navigation on the lake. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) llUtill O’BHIllNE. 


Inelosnre in No. 272. 

Aitlr-virttioire cownitininitril by U'litsuni Gorrniwfiil, May 2.1- {Jane li), lilttS. 

I’AH nil aide-mdmoire en dati' dn IS (31) Mars, amide coiiranie, I’Aiiihassade 
llritaniii(|iie a hiiai vimlii s’en(|udrir au|iri\sdii .Ministere Impdrini des Alfaires Kirangi'res 
si le GoiiverneiiKMil Itiisse troiive des olijeetions a ei' qiie la Uaison Soeiate Stevens, de 
Manehesler, s'assoeie a line Conee.ssioii de Navigation sar le l/ie d Urmiah. doande jiar 
le Gouveniemenl I’l'rsan an t’riiiee Imam Kiaili .\lirza. 

Ell reponse, le .Minisltre a riionneur de faire savoir a l’.Vml)assade quo, dans 
I’opinion ilii (ioaveriiemeiit Uasse, ane application rigoureiise des tenues de la Con¬ 
vention da I.H (31) AoAl. I’.ttiV, peat scale eontrihiier ii iitleindre le.s hats qae Ics deux 
Parties Coiitiiielantcs avaieiit en viie eii eoneliiaat eet Accord, et la inoindre deviation 
de ce prinei|ie lie poiirniit qa’eii eoiiiprometlre le saei’ds; en outre, ane observation 
insalllsaniaieiit striete des sli|ialalions de In Convent ion pourrait former, ii son avis, 
des preeddeiits regrettahles, dgalement ddsavanlageax tant pour la Grande-Bretagne 
qae pour la Uiissie. C’esI en vertii de ces eonsidemtions que le Gouvcrneniont 
]m)ierial s'est soigiieaseiiieat ahstemi jusqa'an moment actuel, et coniple s'ahstenir a 
rnveiiir. de toiile demaiidede Concessions en I'aveur de sajetsde quelque I'liissanee quo 
ce suit dans la /.one mentionnee A I’Artiele 2 de. la Convention. 

En eonsdqaeaee, altendii que le Ijuc d'Urmiah reutre en entier dans la zone 
prdvae ii I’Artiele 1" de la Convention, le Goavernement Impdrial eoiisidi're qu’il 
aenii' jireldrahle que la deiiiande de la Mnison Stevens par ra])port a la participation a 
In Conee.ssioii de .Navigation sar le Lae d'Ermiah fftt declinde. 

>nhit-Ppteriiboar(j, le 2 t Mai (I! Jain), 1909. 


[202611 


No. 273. 


Mr, Maritntj to Sir luhrarj drey,—(liereived June 12.) 

(Telegmiihie.) I’. 7’eiiran, Jane 12, IDOS. 

A li.Al’ID ih’vehqiaieiit in the silaatiou here has taken place and the exeitenieiit 
against the Shah is liecoiiiiiig very aerioiis. M. de llartwig, who fuels great alarm for 
Ilia Majesty’s safety, has suggested to M. Isvolsky at llcval by telcgraiih that the 
llassiaa and llrilish l/'gations lie iiialructed to make an official representation to the 
I’ersian Minister for Eoreigii AlTaira to tlie elTeet that the two Powers are pledged to 
iiiaintaiii the present dynasty, and that in the event of its liecomiiig lu'cessary to 
jiroleet the Shah hv force they are prepared to do so. 

'I'he view of the Uiissian .Minister is that the present agitation is being engineered 
by /,il-es-Sultaii, and is really fietitioas; that AW is aiming at the Itegency and 
eveiiinally the Throne. I'lirlher, he thinks that the Ministers and Parliannmt are quite 
ready to i'clii've that the Shah will work honestly on eoiislitational lines anil have no 
real feeling against llih Maje.sly. ■ ■ i i 

My views do not eoineide with those of .M. de llartwig. I am of ojiinioii that the 
eoiiviel'ion of the Shah's innate lio.stilily to tlie Coiistitatiou is inerailieahle in the 
popiil.ir mind. The people are auxioiis to ho rhl of him, and the 2il-es-Sultan is 
aeeepled by them as olferiiig the best hope (or a re.sloriition ol order. I mast however 
admii that the Zil-es-Sidtan is taking I'very ailvantagc ol the opiiortiinity to farther his 
own ends. 

That saeh a deelaralion as lhat preposed by the lliissiaa Minister would ernsh the. 


agitation in Tehran is, I think, quite possible, but it would be for a time only and ita 
elfect would probably lie merely exasperating in the provinces, and 1 have no faith 
whatever in the possibility of a permanent reconciliation between tho Shah and the 
l>eople being brought about by iti As tho Biissian Minister says, however, it is more 
than probalne that Zil-es-Saltan would jirove a tar more foniiidable enemy than the 
present Shah to the Constitution. 

After explaining my views to the Ifiissian Minister 1 told him that, in my opinion, 

11 is Majesty's ( loveriiment would not hohl them.selves pledged to supixirt the dynasty, 
much less an individual Sovereign, by their action in rceogniziiig the siicee.ssive heirs 
to the Persian Throne. M. Isvolsky find stated moreover that the Pussian (iovermnent 
is “comparatively iiidiffereut which Shah reigns,” so long as order is restored (see 
Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 207 of the. 2r>th Decemlier, 1007). 

I do not anticiiiate that the Enjamons will make an armed attack on the Shah, lint 
they have again collected in crowds at the Assembly and Mosque and talk of deposing 
him by vote of Parliament. The Cossack Brigade have informed their officers that, 
though they will defend the Shah, they will not attack the jicople, so 1 do not think 
that Mis Majesty will take tlie initiative. 

1 am informed by the Russian Minister that Cha|sdial will tender his resignation. 

I have consistently diseoaraged the idea of taking bast in the British isigation, 
which has been talked of, and now the pcxqile are thinking of going to the tfermaii 
Legation. I hoar that the tiernian .Minister gives ambigaoas nqilies when ajqiroached. 

h’ollowiiig is very conlidontial. 

The liiis-siaii .Minister looks on Zil-e.s-Sultaii as inimical lo Russia and U«) friendly 
to us. and this is one rea.son for his wish for a joint representation lo pruveut llis 
Highness’ uceessioii to powiT. 

It is not realized either by the Russian Minister that any move made by Russia on 
behalf of the Shall defeats its own end. siieli is the Persian detestation of Russia, and 
so strong is the eoiivietion that Russia desires to u.ssist His Majesty to crash the 
piqiular party. 

The priqioscd joint Declaration would, in my opinion, greatly intensify the distrust 
of us engendered by the recent .Agreement, and it is probable lhat the piqiiilar party 
would be driven to turn to Germany for help. 


[202621 No. 271. 

Mr, Marlimj lo 6'ir Ktltraril Grey,—{HeceireJ Jane 12.) 

(No. Kill.) 

Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, Jane 12, 11)08. 

.MV telegram No. 128 of the 30lh ultimo. Incidents on the Uitsso-Persian 
frontier. 

According to comiiianicatioii made to me by the Russian Miiii.sler, all Russia’s 
deinands have been aeeepled by the Persian Government. 

The Foreign Affairs (’oinniittee diseiussed at one inoinent the advisability of 
invoking, in virtue of provision in the Germaii Commercial Treaty, the intervention of 
Germany. 


[20261] No. 27.'). 

.Sir Kitwart! Grey to Mr, OMieirne, 

(No. 159.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Porriyn Office, ,func 12, 1908. 

PERSIAN situation. 

With reference to the telegram No. 138 from Tehran, Air. Marling's views have 
my entire concurrence. 

In discussing the situation with tho Russian .Minister for Foreign Allairs you 
should inform his Excelleney that His Alajesty’s Governinoiit consider it of the 
greatest iiiifiortanee that tlie policy of tho two Governments should be in perfeel 
accord, but that any action is strongly deprecated by us ivliieh might have tlie 
apiiearancc of intervening in the internal aifairs of Persia His Majesty’s Govorn- 
menl are therefore unable to agree to make the communication ivhicli the Rassian 
Alinistcr has suggested. 

There is much similarity in the present situation to that wliich prevailed in the 
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month of Dec.cmhor Inst, and tiis Majesty s Charge d AfTaires at fc^ran «ill In. 
instructed to follow the line of action indicated to him on the 25th Deeemher, n 
wiiich M Isvolskv concurred, subject to a single amendment, which was subsequently 
aceoiited by llis Majesty’s Government. (Refer to Sir A. Nicolson’s telegram No. 209 

'* '**We wouhi suggest that the Russian Jfinistcr should receive similar instruetions. 

Ills Majestv’s Governmont ardently desire to witness the ri'storation of order in 
I’lWsia, but tile only way in which this can he accomjilished is by the formation of ii 
'Ijvcrnmcnt to wlii'ch the Persian jicopte will give ibidr full confidence and suji|)nrt. 
'I’iiis consuinmaliou can only be allaiiicd if the situation is allowed to develoji without 
e.vternal interference. AVe are of oi>inion that, though the situation might he 
momentarily relieved by a joint declaration that the two Powers intend to 
ilu; i)rc^<*nL ilvmistv «>r Gov<‘nmK‘nt, j!Ciio>is diiricultiON m t,.io future ^ouW be tlicichy 
cro.ixU'A boDi rr»r .lursetves unH Uussia, and tluit no solution would be ulTordcd of the 
orobban of I’ersiau I'overiiinent. Moreover, mueh ivsioiitiuent would be aroused ni 
Persia against tlie tivo Powers, and tiie I’er.siiins would he driven to turn to a third 
Power for s'liiiiort. The liesi wa of securing onr eommon interests in tins part id 
the world is hy acting in sueli a fasliion thal llie Per.sians will recognize us as their 
protectors. On the other hand, any aUeiiipl to impose on thciu any partieular form 
of govuriiineiil will iiiuhmhtedly endanger I hose interests. 


[196751 270 . 

/'oreif/n OJ/ii'f I/tdiit Oljica, 

gjj. VuicitjH Junv 12, JllOS. 

1 AM directed by Seerelary Sir K. Grey to transmit to you, lo W laid before the 
Seeretarv of Stale for India, llie aeeomiiaiiyiiig eejiy of a de.spaleli from Ilia Jlajesty s 
Cliarge d’.MTaires al 'I'eliran,® iiielosiiig eojiy of a do.sisileli from Ills Majesty’s ( oiisul- 
Gmieral al Itiisliire on tile siibjeet of Norwegian Ctitisuhir reju’esentation at that port. 

Sir K Grev would lie gliid to learn the views of Viscoiml Morlcy resjieetiiig the 
,.ro|.os,d eoiilained in Major Cox’ de.si.ateli ibat it miglii be advisable to apj.roaeli the 
.lajianese and Sweilisli Governiiieiit.s wilb a view to the aiqioiiilment of Untisb subjeets 
;\H Cunsuhii' Kri»ro,-^c‘iitiitivi*B <»f those countries. 

1 mn, iVc. 

(Signed) I.OUIS MALLET. 


L19453J No, 277. 

Foreign Offtre to Imlio Office. 

Foreign Office, June 12, 1908. 

WITH relVrenee to previous eorrespondciiee on the siibjeet of a red oxide eon- 
eessinii on Hie Island of Sirri ill Hie Persian Gulf, 1 am diri eled by Secretary bir b. 
Grev (n Iraiismil lo yon, to be laid Is’fore Hie .Siswelary of State tor India, tlio 
aeeompainiiig cojiv of a telegram from His .Majesty’s Cliargd d Allaires at lehran.t 
I am to slate Unit Sir H. Grey would be glad to ri’ceive an expro.ssion of Lord 
Jlorlev’s views en Hie suggestion that the representative of the lintisli Comimny 
slimihi apply fur a coneessiim lo the Slieikli of Sliiirgab tlirougU the IJrilisb autlionties. 

I am, &o. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[19571] No. 278. 

Foreign Offiice lo Persion Transport Company. 
gjj. Foreign Office, June 12,1908. 

1 AM direeled by .Secretary Sir E. Grey lo aeknowledge the receipt ol your letter 
(if the Sill instant resiieetiiig the situation wbieli has arisen in eonueetiou with the 
oreclioii of Imihlinga by your (’oinjiany al Shelliliidi, near Sinister. 


• Nil. -Hi. 


t Su. 236. 


205 


1 am to inform you, in reply, that the oiroumstauooa of your complaint have been 
communicated by telegraph to His Majesty’s Ohargd d’AlIuires at Tuhraa, who bas 
been authorized to take such action in the matter as he may deem advisable. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 


[20395] No. 279. 

i Mr. Hawkins to Sir T. Jackson.—{Communicated by Sir T. Jackson, June 13.) 

My dear Jackson, Tehran, May 30, 1008. 

Kermanshah Customs. —^There is no doubt whatever that the Russians have a right to 
receive and remit customs dues at Kerinansbab. The questiou is, when will the Russiau 
bank ojjen a branch there? Mr. Rabino’s opinion is that they arc in no hurry, ami it is 
undesirable to take steps to substitute the receipts of another soutberu jiort until the 
actual necessity arises. His opinion is probably influenced by his jtossiblo coimectionin 
the future with the projtosed German bank, possibly by his marked projieiisity for lettiug 
things drift. Any way, 1 can see no force in bis arguments, and my inforiiialion is that 
they will open very shortly, so we have approached Mr. Mornard, the Relgiau Head of 
the Customs, who gives me the impression of being a steady, reliable man. -Mr. Mornard, 
with whom I had a very friendly talk, recognized the justice of (tur eoutentiou, and told 
me two days ago that he would ajiproaeh the Minister of Eiiiaiice on the matter. 
Unfortunately the Minister of Finanec, Sani-cd-Dowleh, has again resigned, liaving 
been attacked violently in the Medjliss, one point on which ho was gone for being that he 
had admitted the liauk’s claim on the .\mii’ Hahadur dang as a Gttvernment debt. 
However, the matter will be proceeded with when there is a Pinauce Minister. 

I have suggested to Mr. Mornard that Bushiro would be more satisfactory to us. 
The receipts for this port last year amuimted to something over 100,1)00/., and 70,0001. 
per annum would about cover our claims for interest, both direct ami iiidireet. At 
Mohammorah, the reeeipUs of which are remitted hy Lynch, we have no branch. The 
Bmuler Ahlias receipts, which are not verv large, are remitted lo tho ’I’ehniu Giivern- 
ment liy Arlxili Jarashid. Bunder Ablias !s a place where a while man ciuiiiot exist. 

Speaking about Mohammerah rominds me thal I liavo just licard that D'Arcy has 
struck oil at a place some little distance from Mohainmerali, wliieh will no doubt betiofit 
largely from the discovery, and, if assured, we may have to consider the iiu(*stioii of 
opening there. 

The Russian aim in handling the receijits at Ixernianshah isdoul.'tless to endeavour 
to retain not only the service of their Government loans, but to e.xereise jircssure for 
tlieir iiidireet ehiiiiis, wliich are eoiisiderablo. If they siieeeed in doing so, and we arc 
able to retain say 70,0t)0/. jw'r annum for niir claims, the I’ersiaii Governiiieiil will he 
more straitened in means titan ever. That is a very strong reason for moving now in 
llie (jiiestion of substiliilion rather than widtiiig until they actnally feid the jiiiieli. 

I can see no way out of the impo.sse e.xcopt by a judicious increase in taxation 
or liy a aniiill loan. Increased taxation would be to my mind prelorable, but it is open 
to tlio objeeliou that the results would not be felt for some time. 1 aiii referring to 
increase on certain articles of iinjmrt. I do not think that llie projiosod increaso of lax 
on sugar or tea, which it is estimated to jiroduce 100,1)1X1!. jier anmiiii, would lead to 
miieli decrease in tho consumption, as liotli ariielos are so universally and largely used 
by all clasaos thal they have become one of the necessaries of native life, but the elleets 
would possibly not be felt for some time, as iiiijiorts under present tarill would be 
hurried in liefore the change could ecjuiltibly lie imule. 

’i’lic trouble re a loan would bo timt, unless it were possible to huvo si^ime foreign 
control over the expeiiditiire, the proceeds would be frittered away. 

'I'iieir priilc and distrust of auytliing approaeUing loroigii ooutrol nmkes any 
arraugemeiit of the kind difllcult lo allaiu. 

A sciieme that has hcon privately diseiissed is the raising of a small loan, say of 
500,000!. on the security of the proposed surtax on sugar ami tea, to enable tliom to 
hriiige over tlio lime until that surtax was elleetive, tho jiroceeds to be applied in the 
main to the proper payment and oflicoring of a force of uitlier gendarmorio or soldiery 
to enahle the Government to enforce tho taxes in the country. 

I tliiiik that the Russian and British Governmeiils would bo disposed lo advance 
the money if the gitaranleo against wastage could he arranged, hut the Persians have 
now a jirofotind distrust of both Powers, in view especially of the late Convention. 
[1530] _ 3 G 





—'rii« cubtorurt receipts for the pust year (1907-6) amount to 30,973,359 
kriiiiK, sav an iiuToaHc over l!iOti-7 of 5,031,061 kraub, say 100,lJ(X)i. 

Of me U)tal receipts, those from the l*«T.siaji Gulf amount to say 17O,0tH)/., and 
frofb Arabistan (iMohiimmcrali, Ac.) 33,0t)0/. 

The amount m;c<}ssary lo pay the cou[)un on iho Ciovernmcnt loans of lOOfi to 190*^ 
troDi Uussiu amount to say 

It is only reasoiiabir lo suppos<' that there will l)e a fullin;;' olT in customs receipts 
fen* the pre.'sentycar. 

Vours ViTv truly, 

16 ij^no(!) ‘ V, A. (JJiSAK 11A WK LWS 

riailnuj Dinctot. 


L20422J N'>. 

Mr. O'Hrintr to -S/r hMwnrd Orpit,—(Uvccived June 13.) 

(No. 95.) 

. 'clc^r.Tphic.) 1*. iS*/. Pflrrshurijh, Jim*- ]3, 190*^ 

SITI ATIOX in I*i'rsm. Vour tdef^riiin No. 159 of tlio 12th instant. 

I ctmveyHl to M. lsv«>Uky the views cxpn-.ssed in vuiir aheo'e-mcatiomNl telegram, 
of whicl. I rcail tin- I'lvalcr part to him. M de tlurlwij; laid lelej»rjiph(*d (o his 
Kxt'cll- iicy .Mi''j'estinir, fi.s the only jm*an.< of prevent in:; the 6hah from hein*? dethroned, 
limt (he tu'- io'j.re.sentativi's should make- a t-oiiimiinie'ution to IVrsian Minister 
ior l''e)r‘*Ii;o .VAuir.> '.end .iKe^ to the .Me'djliss) in sense imlieuted in Mr. .\larlin;;’s 
le-loj^ram No. 138 of the 12tli instant ATUu- diM-ussinir the nuitte-r at sfuue lenuth, 
M. Isvolsky .said tiint 'he oiost disturhin^ ie-aturc of UM^ <|uestion for lum wiis loser 
Hint. Ill spiles e)f fin- iee*i*ni C’onveMilion ai.el ..f all that h;nl jiasse-d hetwe’eij the- two 
(Je)Veniments, then' still esesteel the- old •lisrij^iee-meiit between e)ur re-spi-etive eountiies 
in 15‘r.‘ia. Hnssia was an.xious lo mainlain the pre.sent Shah, wlio was more ravourahie 
t<» her, ;n tin* thre)ne, wliih Great Jh'itain ile‘.-'ii<*d te) folh>w a line of jiolicy of which 
the result w'mhl he- [he accession lo peiwer of tlu; Zil-cs-Sultan, whe>se sympathies 
went Ihitish. I re?plied llial all llis .Maje-'.ly's Goveriunenl desiml was avoid 
intervemlioi.; that the* suhslitu'iem of the 2il-es*Sultun lor the Shah mi;;ht have been 
of aelvantm<e. lo us before the Convention of last ye'ar, hut could he so no loiijfcr; 
ami that In* tuight b’e*! pcrfcetly certain that His Maj(‘sty’s Goven'nmcnt had not the 
fainlc.sl wish lei see such a substitution lake jilace. 

lAcnlually .M. Isvtilsky having promised to examine the ([uostion more closely 
lo.nii'ht, i sent him, at his request, a summary of the views exitresscd in your telc^^ram 
under n'ply. 

(Uepeated to Tehran.) 


I2041C] No- 

Mr. Murlhhj to Sir Edu'anl Gr»'y.—{lirreived June 13.) 

(.No. 1 l(».) 

(Tele>;n»phii*.) P. Tehran, Juuf 1.3, llKts 

SlTl’ATIitN in Tehran. My telegram No. 137 of tho 9th instant. 

A})i‘;irenlly, at threat «»r the Shah to use i-ntmon against them, ihe .A.ssemldy have 
pursiiaded llie Knjumens to leave the Mosque. 

‘riiei'e hav(* heeii no disorders in the town llii'oughout the agitation. 


1204211 No. 

Mr. <i. tiari'lay In Sir Edward (ircif.—{Received June 11-.) 

(No. III.) 

iTelegraphic ) 1‘. Constanfiuo}dt\ June 1-1, 191)8, 

i''Ol.l.O\V|N(( from Mr. Wnitislaw. rnmiia, No. 36. dated the 1 llh instant, and 
received lo-ilay : — 

“ The Acting llussian Vice-Consul ami I made a joint repr<*Keutation to Tahir 
Pasha to-day regarding the outnigcs eommittcil by Turkish Kurds, pointing out llm 
^e^ponsihility of ihe Turkish l lovernment. Ih* strms entirely imlilTeront to the siiifering 
eause<l, and merely gave ns vague assurauees. 
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“The Kurds have again cut the telegraph, so I have had lo send this telegram lo 
Tabme/i for transmission. 

“ A largo force of Kurds, probably I he same as took Slieitaiiabad, attacked .Vrdeshai, 
a village .situated II miles soiitli-east of IViimia, to-<lay; hut so far their attacks havo 
been repulsed witli lo.ss. They luivo, however, sacked neiglihouring villages and 
p rpotratod numerous outniges. 

“ Tt Wiu decided to-day, at a meeting of the Proneii, llritisli, .Vinerican, and 
Itussian iiuVsionaries, to a»ldivs8 a letter to llie Consuls asking them to urge the 
autliorities to pul an luid lo a situation wliieli lias become i..tolerable. They say that 
it is ilangorous for tlnmi to gt) outside the 'own. 

“ As long as the ilevastatioii of the eounlry, with the eonuivanee or, at any rate, 
thnmgh tin* negligence of tin* 'Parks, eontiiiues, it tnjcms to me to he worse than useles.s 
to talk of renewing the negotiations for the didiniiiation of tlie frontier.’' 


[206691 No. 2S3. 

Oft'tnu- fu Sir Edirnrd frivj/.-—f/^crct;er/./a/u* 1.5.) 

fXo. 96.1 

{Ti’legraphie ) P. St, Pet’-r.dntrijh, tune 15, TIMS. 

i*!‘I!tS[.\N situation. My immediat-'!y pri*ci>ding telegram. 

f have as yet received no ilePmiie reply tVoni ^f. Izvolsky to my conimunieMiiiHi, 
ami his Bxc<dh*ney hopes tliat tie eircumsianei-s will not ncee.ssilate an inmuGiate 
d'*eision. 

IVom his language in further conventions whieli 1 have lenl with him, 1 llnd 
tint he is liielitie 1 to snggi'st s mn* kind of jinnt warning to Zd-i’s-.^ullati, instead of a 
di'daiMliim of tin? kind proposed hy M de llartwig. a'ld le* i‘ef«*rs to a sioiihir w.iniing 
giv(*!i ))y the twt> Powers in 19117 Onr ree.limitio.i of tin* V'lllah ’. as successor, lie 

argues, hinds us to some extoni j he e-m* 'mis *!n' w** are Cnu'ehy laid eudor 

certain moral 'ddigatiotis f-i the Sb.di. thou‘.;li !'•■ alinils that sm*)i re<*ognition is 

obviously not Me* same thing tis \ jd.'dgi* :» aniiitai.i tie* -Shah or his s«ai on Me? 

throne. 

The Zil-es-Sultan’s neuessioa to p >\ver would, he says, he interpreted hero as ;i 
tri imph of Ih'iiish over Russian inll;uni<te, and he is plainly anxious to prevent any 
possibility of it. 

I Sent to Teliran.) 


[20663] X0.2SI. 

Mr. Mnriina to Sir Edward (ireu.^JReceiueU June 15.) 

(No. HI.) 

lTclei;raphtc.) I*. Tehran, Jane 15, 19t)8. 

tSI'l'CA'I'ION. Tehigram No, 95 from St. Petersburgh. 

I'ollowing is Conlldeitiial: 

Prom the Russian Minister lor I'Weigii .Mfair’s language t<i Mr. O’lleirne, it seems 
clear that M. de Ilartwig is rejuirling that ZiUjs-Sulian’.s pretensions arc at least 
eountonanced hy llis Majesty’s legation, and it wonhl not surprise me if In* produced 
a lengthy list of alleged proofs. His reports have no foundation whatever. Though 
no doubt ZiU's-Sultan tries to create tlie <‘onlniry impression, lie knows porh*elly well 
that in any design against the Shah he will receive mi supiKul from me. .\s I 
undi'istaml it to lx* tin* wisli of His .Majesty’s tiovernment (see your trdegram No. 2P) 
of the 26ih Hecomhor, 19ii7), 1 have maiiilaiiieil |iiierely friendly non-|Hdiru*al ndulious 
with him. 

'Phe Shah will probaltly dc.sire to remove Zil-<*s-.Sultan from Shiraz, ami Kars will 
ihomhy he plunge<l into renewed disorder. I sliouM wish to try to prevent it, but if 
you deem illadvisaldo will desist from doing no. 

The Russian .Minister lias given the Sliah, in hm struggle with the Medjliss, 
consiaal and almo.^i avowed support. This is in mnrk<al conlrast with the attitude of 
ahsuliue neutrality of His Majesty's l.egalion, wliich has lH*en so rigidly observed as lo 
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in sorno qnarlorK a Iwflief that tlx* constitutional movement lias not llie BjTnpatliy 
ot His Majesty’s (Joverninenl, and is likely to impair tlie influence for good possesstd 
l»y His Majesty’s ftovernment. 

'rhere is grouiul for Itelieviiig that tlie Shall, on the security of the crown jewels, is 
borrowing money from the Hiissiaii Hank, as he did in Decenilicr last. 


[20422] N0.2S5. 

-Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirnc. 

(.Vo. 101.) 

(T(!legru])hic.) P. Foreign Office, June 15, 1008. 

PKIISIA. 

Your language resp<‘{'ting the Zil-es-Sultan, as reported in your telegram No. 9”» 
fd the loth instant, is entirely approved hy Ilis Majesty's Oovernmont. There ar<'( 
now alisolutely no political relations hetwoon us and the Zil-es-Sultan, and, unless an 
agrceinenl Imtl jireviously 1 h5cii eoim* to witli Kussia, wo should never give our support 
to liim or to any other candidate for th<; throm?. It was agreed last l)occmh(?r that, 
if the Shah should sock licip or refuge, his life should he saved, hut that no inter¬ 
vention shotdd take place with the object of ke(‘ping him on the throne. 

1 am convinced, for the reasons which T gtive in my former telegram, that the 
best course is to limit our tictiou in this way ; otherwise we may In^comc burdened 
with tlio rcsponsilnlity of maintaining in Persia an uii]K)pu)ar Government whicli is 
rcvcnied hy the people. Sueh a position would have a most unfavourable effect upon 
the pn’stigc and inlliience in Persia of botli Powers. I bavc given expression to these 
views in (tonversation with the Russian Ambassador. 

I r<*(|iiest that yoti will make a similar eommunication to M. Isvolsky, and will 
avail yourself of the opjiortunity to point out that third jiartics have an obvious 
interest in sowing distrust between ourselves and lliissia. IVe trust, however, that 
any reports tliat lu^ may bear to the effect that wo arc encouraging the Zil-cs-Sultan 
in his pretensions to the throne will not ri'ceive credence. 


120811J No. 280. 

Sir Edward Grey to Count de SuHit. 

(No. KIH.) 

.'^ir. Foreign Office, June 15, lOOfi. 

'I’HK (lorinan .\mha>.*'a<lor, in theeour>cofa visit I'Hlay, asked mo whether I had 
seen Sir Charles Hardinge >.iiiee his reliim from Heval. 

I said I had ju>t seen him, and he had given me a Memorandum of all that had 
|•a.•^s•■<!, which, liowever, 1 liad not yet had lime to road tliiuugh. Hut I told Count 
Mfiu-niieli that llie things which liad lu*en dUmssed were matters of detail, affecting 
sut-li countries as Persia, and ari.>.^ing out ol the .\nglr>-Hu.ssian Conv(>ntion, also ]Kiints 
i'l'lating to Mae<‘ilonia. These w^Ui* all things llie nature of whieli was known to other 
t MiVi-rmmmts. 

I ihiMighi we were practically in agreement aKnit Macedonia, and I ho])od that 
imics woidil now he drawn up and sent to the other Powers e.xplaiuiiig our joint 
views. 

1 ohservi'il thill ,s4ime of tlm pre.ss in (oTmany s(>emcd to have been ilispleahud 
lasMiise the King wjis meeting the C/ar at Uevjd Thi.s was very iinrcasouahle, seeing 
that the tiermau Kmiieror lisid already met the (V.ar several time.s. 

Count Metternieh a<lmitt(‘d that there wiis no jii>.liriealiou for the dissatisfaction, 
hut tlicre was in some ‘piartei's ii ivriain amount «»f apiirehensiou regarding iho King's 
visit. 

1 lolil him there wa- no reason for any ;ii)i»reho]ision, :ind certainly no new Agrec- 
nurnt was going to he sprung upon tin* world ns a result of the King's visit to Reval. 
I thought, however, that the effect of the visit hail been very good, for liolli sides 
api>aivutly wt-iv very pleasetl with it. 

1 ma, &c. 

(Signed) E. GllKY. 
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[20812] No. 287. ■ 

Sir Edward Grey to Count de Salts. 

(No. Ihl.) 

Sir, Foreign O^ce, June 15, 1008. 

COUNT METTERNICU told me to-day that he thought the news from Persia 
was very bad. 

I «iid it was not satisfactory. Hut last Christmas we were told that the Shah's 
Gfivernmont might not last twenty-four hours. 

Count Metternieh observed that this time it was uppnicntly the Shah who was 
going to do away with the McdjHss. 

T told him ihat this was what p«H)ple said, hut for all that the trouhie might pass 
away again, as it had done liefore. 

I am, 

(Signed) E. GREY. 


[19680] No.288. 

l^ir {\dwaid Grey to Mr. O'Hetrne. 

(No. 101.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 15, P,K)8. 

WrrH reference to your despaleh No. 233 of the lOlh ultimo on the subject of the 
Hccurity lor the advauees of the Imperial Hank of l^ersia and the Hampii* des J^rets to 
the Persian Goverumeut, 1 transmit to you the accompanying copy of a <lespatch from 
His .Majesty’s Charge d'Affaires at Tehran,*^' from which it appi‘ars that, the .\dtidiiistrator 
of Chistoms is willing to make aniuigcments wlierehy the service of the advniw^es made 
hy tlie Imperial Hank will he seenred on the receipts of oiu' of ilie Gulf ports. 

I have to request that you will mention to the Russian Minister for Pondgn 
Affairs the lines on whicli this i|ue.slion will prohahlv bo seith*d. 

I am, Ac. 

(Sigm.l) K. tlUKY. 


[20731J NU.281J. 

India O^ce to Foreign 0//ice.—{Received June Hk) 

TIIK Under-SeiTctary of Stale for India pri'sents liK eomplimenis to the Under* 
Secretary of State for Foreign iMTairs, and, hy din-eiioii of Viseomn Morh'v, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Si-eretary of State, ami with reference to 
the letter fi*om iho Foreign Ollie.e of llie 2()th ultimo, copy of a l<*legnim to the 
Vicurov, dated the 12th .lune, regarding the Slu ikh of .Miphanimerah and the Hukhliari 
IGians. 

tndia OfFce, June 15, IDOS. 


liiclosure in No. 289. 

Pi.vrount Morley to the Government of India. 

(Telegraphie.) P. _ india OfFce, June VJ, \mS. 

I'HK.VSK see despatch No. 97 from His .Majesty's (.’barge d'AlTuires at Telirun and 
his !«•legmm No. 57 to you, regarding the Hakhtiari KIiuih and .Moliaminerah. 

It is proposed that the general a^Miirances alremly given hliould ho repeated to the 
Slieikh, ami that he should be iufunued that tlnw will he regarded as hlmling in res|H*e| 
of his sueees.sors. 

1‘lease see despatches of the 5lh llceemher, ltlli2. and the 29lh neeemher. 1903, 
from Sir A. Ilardiugo. 

This slionld .-juilice as reganIs external aggression, coupled with a siulumenl tlial 
an infringement of Persian iulegrily, which His Majc.>ty's Govmiimeul is pleilgod to 
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tiiaiutain, would be involved by such aggression. 1 should be glud to learn your views 
us to the ternjs, if any, in which our formal assurance could safely be strengthened, in 
respect of encroachments by the 'J’elnaii flovcrninenl on the Sheikh’s present 
autonomous status. Having rcgar<l to n.-ceni unsaiisfatitory lM*l aviour of Bakhtiari 
Khans towards British (uitcrprise in llu-ir territory, il is thought that they would be 
likely to use any ongagoinont beyond as'^unincc f>f friendly synipatliy for the purpose 
of creating dillicultitjs between the Persian t'h>v(*rnmeni and ourselves. Vour views on 
the whole subje< l are rn»nicste.d. 


r?0814] No- -'OB. 

Mr. O'lipunr fo Sir Kihrtnfl (iiro.—{Rernttil 1 (>.) 

(No.‘J7.) 

(Telegraphic.) I*. Si. Peternbuujh, Junr 1(1, IJKJf?. 

TriiCO-PKBSlAN Irontier. 

During our iiitcnwiew yestmday M. Isvolsky spoke in a serious way of the situation 
at Urnmia The entire responsibility for what was (Ms-urring was attributed by his 
F-xccilency t(» the Turks, and he eomplaiiied of tlie itisolent attitude of the Turkish 
ofRcials towards (he Bussiatt A<!lii»g Viee.Consul IleaUo inentiuned (hat an attack 
had liivn made on a Kussian mission in the vieinily of Urumia. lb* appeaissl to he 
eonsi»lei*:il)ly iinnoy«sl by thest; events, but at a loss as to lln* stcjjs which should he 
taken in roferenee to them. 


[208071 No- :il>l 

Mr. Miirlinij In Sir lulirtiid drey.—{Jieceivrd June Id.) 

(No. 142.» 

('rcli'gnudtiu.) I*. Tehran, Jmfc Id. Iddb. 

I’of.ITK'AI. siliiatioii : My lidegrain No. Id''> of the 12th instant. 

Tim llussinti .Minister, in reply to M Isvnlsky’s retpiest for <d)scrvalions on the 
comiMunii’iition ]iiad«‘ l>y Mr. O'lteirnc, has repinied ihal the Shah may be assassinated 
unless we givr him our ilcclari’d Mipport ; that, in con.sutjiieiice ol t.lie designs of 
XiUi.s-Sullnn, disorders will then arise i and that this is precisely the evetdualily il was 
iulended t(» avi-rl by making otir agreeinetit lor tin* recognition of sui’cessive heirs to 
(he throne. 

M. lie ilartwig asserts llial the XiUes-Sidtan would at once abandon us if he 
hecaiiK'iicgent or ascended tlie lliroiie. and would ttirn to the (leriimiis, with whom 
lie wotdd eonlraet a loan, giving a guarantee on his personal fortum*. Aceonling to 
the Unssiun .Minister this aiiKiinits to tomans, wliieli he ass^Tls art* invesletl 

ill India. I believe tliat this liguiv is a gross lixaggeration, for, as far as my informa- 
lioii giH'>, Xil-es..Sidtan has something le.-s than dtMi.lKH)/. in India. Except for the 
fuel that delal-etl-howleli was eoiistantly at the tiennan Legation, M. dt* Ilartwig 
Would give mi* im reason for suspecting iliai Zi)-es-8uUan would ttirii to t lermaiiy. 

I'ollowing IS vi*ry eoiitidential : - 

It apiK’ars to me iluil the Bu.ssian .Minister is striving to retain his one trump 
card, namely, the Sliali, at all risks, but, if possible, with our coH)|M.*ration. It seems to 
me that Ids argument, espeeialiy that the ZiUes-Sultan lias (M'rman sym])alliies, is 
fraini il in order to give his (lovcrmnenl a j'lviexl hir urging His .Majesty's(lovcrniiient 
to agrci* to Ids pro(K>sal for a joint deelaralion. 

On llic other hand, il seems to me liial tlie HiiSbian .Minister, .seeing liuh* hope of 
bringing alxnil the joint dei lanition, is giving tin* ^hah advice, and hope^' li^ crush the 
Kiijumeiis and so secure His Majesty’s pi>-.ilion. The resolute energy which the Shah 
< at present displaying against the I'hijnmens is so unusual as to warrant tins belief. 
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[20796] No. 292. 

Mt'. .\farlinij tn S'r hhhtuirtl fi'rn/.— {lfer>dvrJ Jime Id.l 

(No. 113.) 

(Teli'grapliit*.) P. Tehrtiu, June Id, 1908. 

TnOXf-PRUSI.W frontier : -Mr. WratislawV telegram No. .'>fi of the 11th instant. 
Similar reports have been roceive.d from the Ibissian ronsnl, who adds that tlie 
Persian Commissioner seems more than ever disiiieliaod to avail himself of the 
assistance and good olllces of the two Consuls. Signs are not wanting here either that 
the P(‘rsian (tovernment view the intention of tlu* two Poweis to give elTeclive assistance 
in tiui frontier iiucstion with distrust. 

I am agreed with the Russian .Minister that energetic steps should lie taken at 
Constantinople in order to prevent intrusion of a thinl Power in the quu.stion, uml that 
in order to convince Persia of our benevolent intentions sueh action is jmrlicnlarly 
desirable al the present mumenl. 


[207961 No. 293. 

Sir Edwnrd Ure]i to Mr. O'lirirne. 

(No. Id3.^ 

('I’elegraphic.) P. Fnrviijn Offirv, June id, l9t>S. 

TliRCO-PKRSLVN frontier. 

I slioiild be glad to hear .M. Isvolsky s views on tin* subject <leall with in 
Mr. Mailing’s telegram No. 113. 


[19694] No. 291. 

sir Edward Clren to Mr. Marliutj, 

(No. 99.) 

Sir. Fofcujn O/Arr, June Id, 19tl>i. 

I H.VVK received your despalirh No, 12^5 of the 2lst ultimo, relative to the 
promise.*, ohtaineil from the Per.sian Minister for Foreign Allhii*s hy the Fivnch 
Minister res{H‘cting three matters which he had for .some lime het'ii negotiating with 
Ids ICxeellency. 

With nd'ercnce to the grant of a suhvemtion for tin* French school, winch was one 
of the points under discussion, I have (u request you to iiiform me whether, in your 
opinion, any advantage would Ik? gained liy the foundation of an English sidmol al 
Tehran, which should also rmdve a suhventiou from the Persian Oovernnient, and, if 
so. whether such a scheme \v<mld have anv ehnneo of aeeeptancc. 

I am, etc. 

(Signed) IC. (iUEV. 


208161 No. 29r,. 

• Mr. (i. liarcliit/ to Sir Edward Greij. {Urtwirfd Jtinr 17.) 

(No. 1-13.) 

(T<*li-graphie.) P. (’oiiftlnnlinnidi', June 10, l!)l)S. 

Tf’RCt>-PKRSIAN frontier. 

With reference to Mr. Mailing’s telegram No. 13 of to-day. 

I received a cull from the Piwsian Ambassailor this afltTiioon, wiio came to draw 
my ittejilion to the serious stale of alTairs on tlie 'rnreo-l’msinii Irontier. 'I’he Persian 
('ommissioni‘r laid Kent him a Re^Hiri, the hiibslanee of wideh was (he same a.s that of 
Mr Wratislaw's telegram No. 3d td the 11th in.stant, but had uddi'd that he himself was 
in danger p(*isonally, and that Urnmia was ihreatencil. 

'I'lie ^fillister of Foivign AH’airs, in an inieivii*w wideh 1 hud with him yest»*r<lay, 
said, on my remarking on the Kunlish dejiredalions, tlial if the Kurds were to be 
restrained! troops would have to be employed, and I*ersia wouhl toriainly object to lids. 













110906] 


Xo. 2!)G 

Mr. O'Heintf to Sir lidwanl Grey - (llrcdiril .hue 17.) 


(N 0 . 9 .S.) 

(’I'l'Ii'Kriililiid.) 1. 

YoUIl 


Si. Peler-diunjli, June 17, 190.S. 
N(J. 1.0!) ot llic I2tli .Imic ; .Crisis in I'crsin. 


I nin infonn.'.! I>y M. Uvolsky tluil Ini lins prnimml iiisirnctions for M. (li-llartwiK 
lT..t i n m..ir.-lnrniion !..• n.n.lr .sncli ns tl.n Inllor promses. lint tl.nt he 
il, lonj''n,.|ion will, Mr. Mnviintr, mko n si.nilnr ..ours,. .0 tl.nt pnrsne.l Ins. 

|)cCT'inl«'r will, ri'f'nril lo ilin/.il-i's-Siiliaii. _ . ;r .l„. 


M Nvnlskv will nsk VOMI- .•on.-ni-nnia- in lliose mslinclions, if tin- I'-nipcror 
■M.niovns ihrin.' Hn snvs 'llnii .Mr. .Mni'linK’s (l.•ta<■ln■^l nttitniln will, regard U) tlie 
s||.,ir„ (lillienllies has liii' elVeel of pi-ninoling ike Zil-es-SnIinn s eanso, and lie Is 
S|r....gl.v 1,1 npini.m ikai so.neiliing n.nsl l,e ,k.m In strengllnm ll.e Slinks pnsilion as 


thf liiwl'til l{nl<‘r. 


In re.dv In Ins Kxeellenee, I .-slid iknl in Ike ec.nlliel kelween tkc Skill, and ike 
pi..,l.|e Mr. .Marling kad niainlained an nllilndeof sinel nentralily. 


1208911 

Mr. Miirliny li, Sir liilmird (>rnj.—{l{reriri‘il June 17.1 

ili",-"''!. , ,, Tehruu.Jnneil.V.UIS. 

( lelegl-ipkle.) 1. 

liC.stSIAN .Mikinn .\ll.itdii' in Sei:.|nn m- ■■ ,'..„| 

l(..rerrin'' m inv li'd.“ninn N... Hi id die ItMk I'einnnry Insi, Ills .Mn.J'’»'y* ' i"'-''! 

.„ •|■nl■kal-i-lk.i.k■.■i■kns U en i.ifor.1 ky kis Itn-sian eol|ea,gne iknl a .Military Altaeke 

ni Mnsian kns keen n|.,...liked Appnivnily lie i- I.. re.. ike dragninan liaiital, wkn 

..ler l••|aes. .'.donel mi .ke S.an ,d Ike lieneral Com.nai.ding in 

Tiirke.slan, lias laien elinseii for Ike po"!. 


120903) No. 2'.).s. 

.Mr. Miirliii'i In Sir Eihrnrd Grey. J.l<eerirrd June 17.) 

It**! opi*^ikie) I' TehrnUj June 17, lOllS, 

PnLlTli'Al.'siii.alio... My lelegrain \o. 112 el ike Killi .Iniie. . 

I'eslerd iv /,il-e~-Snlliin keld a review of ikIHHl liisip.s. I elegranis from Anjniiieus 
of all Ike prineipal mwiis knve keen .seiil lo kiln, and lie kns sent ''kl'l''-'-- 
pnlieiiee. Aeeording In Ills .Majesiy’s Aeling I'mHiil, Ins lligliness does nol ineditiiU 

mole ikan fiigkleiiing ike Slink ky kis pi'eseiil iitliinde. . . , , 

Tke .Minisier lor l■'oreign Alfairs evidenlly iliinUs kadly of ike silnation, and In 
lells me iknl lelegraiiis are pouring in from llie provinees denimneiiig tke Slink 

\ moilerale lone is kidiig adopted ky 1 ^^ 101111011 !, wkiek is asking lln Sk,ik to 
l.ring Ala-.-ddlo«lek anil tke iwo oiker pri-one|-s In Inal ..nil so give proofs of Ins 
lovnilv m ike roiislilnlion, km ike Slink seems reliielani lo imseiil to ikis pioim.siil.. 
Two lea.|ingm. niU-rs of an ini|s.rliinl Aiijnmeii kave I.een arrested I'N H‘s Maje.sl.v, 
ami ke is giving large eMra pay lo ike I'ossaeks. I kmigk it is said kat ke is 
l«urowing ii.onev from ike IMs-iai. Hank, lo my eerliiin knowledge a wealtky 1 eisian 
nokle lias giv.ni liiin Hi,lil«i/. 


121129: No. 211!' 

air JCittiaftl (It't'ij to yfi‘. O'licinn'. 

’’I • . \ |i h’ot riijii ./««(• 17. i'.Hlfi. 

'rKKSlA. Ni.diiiiu lia^ I'l-t'M iiur will 1'** iluii*- l>y iit^ In ilw* > 

iiMi- in \U^' «‘VoiU «•! iiu‘ MiuMlion jirlliiiK In-yoml llw ootilml of tlio Mujli, will tin* 
/.il-es-Snllan ke eiieonraged ky ns in any way. ^'on may give my iH-rsonal assnr.inee 
on ike.se point' lo .M. Isvol-ky. 


Any Government in Persia wkicli is known to depend lor support against lUs own 
subjects on foreign aid will eertainl.v l)o held in abkorroiice ky the Persians. ^ Public 
opinion in tins country would also view such a situation unfavourably. To avoid being 
committed to interference in the intori ml affairs of Persia is, therefore, my sole aim. 


Sir Edward Grey to Mr. O'Beirne. 

(^'0. 1G4.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Poreiyu Office, June 17, 1908. 

\\nTII reference to yowr telegram Xo. 07 of the 16th instant on the subject of the 
frontier dispute Iretween Persia and Turkey. 

The llussian Jlinister for Foreign Affairs may be infonned that there are 
diiricitllies in the way of onr assuming the initiative in this matter at preseni, keeause 
British interests are not so far directly alTec.led, and the scene of the dispute is beyond 
onr range of action. The imporlanci' of showing the Persians that in case of wanton 
aggression they will receive support is recognized by llis M;ije.sty's Goverunieiit. If 
M. Isvolsky decides that tlie moment has arrived at wliieli pre.ssnri' tiiiisl lie biunght to 
bear on tlie Porte, he may eoiiiit uihiii loyal and cordial support from us. 


[21010] •«'!• 

.Messrs. Htlinyer and Co. lo Foreiyu Office.~{Rereiced June 1*S.) 

Dear Sir 28, 0.rford .Slreei, Miincliesler, June Hi, 190,8. 

wi'i'll furlher reference to ours of the 2 lih April this year, we beg lo inform you 
that for ike reasons wliieli we have explained lo yon we may limi il uiidesirakle in llie 
interests of all eoiicerneil tocunlinneworking ikisoxide business tkrongh .Messrs. I' rank (!. 
Sirick and Co., Limited, and that we may iind it necessary eilker lo place tke eonlraet, 
if we can gel the Monintndjar lo agree to ikis, in Ike kaiids of Mixssrs. .Andivw Weir 
and Co., of (i, Lloyd's Avenue, London, who kave sleaniei-s liniling regnjarly wilk the 
Gulf, or, failing tiiis, lo undertake lo sell ourselves on Indialf of tke .Moninindjar. W e 
shall be obliged if you will inform ike Isgalion at Tekran of this, so ikal ikey may ke 
aeiinainted wilk tke slate of alfairs, as in tke preseni political position in Persia we 
tliink it is desirable we should be in a position to inform the llouiiUndjar that ihe 
British Iz'galioii in Tchi-an and His Maje.sty's Government are cognizaiit of Ihe fact 
that llie contract may not coutinne in the hands of Messm. Frank Siriek and Co., 
Limited, anil tkal this elimige in our plans will not interfere wilk the benevolent 
snpporl wkicli ke was led lo nndersland ke would receive from His Majesty's laigalioii 
iff Tehran in ease of foreign interference with kis eoncession at Ormuz. 

W'e ar(‘, &e. 

(Signed) KLLIXGF.Ii .\si. Co. 


[21050] ^ 0 . 31)2. 

Mr. G. liarchy In Sir lidwnrd Grey.—{Keceirrd .hue 18.) 

(Telegmpkic.) P. Con«fnn/iiio;i/e, June 18, 1908. 

I HAVK received the following from Mr. W'ratislaw at IJrumia, No. 35, dated 
the 9lh June, and received here to-day ;— 

“ Tahir Pasha is expeclcfl lo arrive hero this evening. 

“ The .Veting llussian Vice-Consul had au interview to-day with the Peniiau 
Conitnissioner, who allinneil that he had never received iiistructions to ask our ojiinion 
will, regard to the proposals which he is to pul before the Turkish Commissioner. 
My own opinion is that it xvould be injiidieioiis to press this point kxi closely." 
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[21129] 

.Ur. O’limiie to iSir liilmiid (ireij.—(lirceiveii Jtmr 18.) 

('!'olc«rni,lii<-.) 1'. . , , , 

M. iSVoLSKV. io wliojn 1 cunmi‘»iilrui>t(l ihc «'(>nlents <il your telemaiii oi 
ycstcnlav, rrjMlily ar<‘r|>lh your aj<surMiu*i', 'Hu* (lilUrulty, Imwwrr, lios in tlH* tact 
lliat \\\< Kxcfllriicy ln’iicvi*' lltai if lo r()l!«)W a |K)licy of 

alMrnlioh an.l anilraiil.v, Mich a cnursr will roiilrilail.'towanis l.rinKin« Uic /il-cs- 
Snllaii lo ami tins is an eventuality to which la* is sironiily o]>i>oB'-«1. I iihlic 

«.inni<in in Itn.^r.ia WiMihl, la.* ^ay^, hitlcrly re.-nnl it for ila: reasons wliicli J ;{avc in my 
ti le^^rain V'- of ’\if lath instant, ami tin* elh-ci «)f oiir Aj'rccincnt wtuih .it once lo 
liu:rc.hy W.'Mroyrfl. M IsvoUkv wnis the .im-Mion in a very mtiohs h«hl. as lie 
..»v> that It reveals a «liiiioeroN.*» «li^aorccnlenl lieiwi-en the two I'owurs. Ills Kxc<*llcucy 
|•••^.lm^as fi.lh.ws tM tin-ar^omienls whieh I use a-* to the eonseiinenccs winch wonhl 
arise fnan inlerf«*nn;i in the internal affairs uf I’ersia. In the lirst iilacc, he says llial 
the jneM'iit siluatioii amounts hi an attack hy the Zil-es-Siillan ainl the rcvolntionarj 
-•lements on the leeitimate anthoritv, an*l that it ivS mil a coiillicl hctwi'eii ilic Miali aii< 
till* oeoph-. In tin- se<-oml place,’ lie maintaina tliat no action nmountinK to fonnui 
intm-fercnce is nei*ih'<I. ami that it wonhl hi* ^afliclent if tin* tw'o Towers ;»avc it to bo 
nmlerMooil that timv .Maml for the inainlenaiiee of the .Shah’s le.i»itiiuate anihonty; 
this cnahl he ilone I’liroujih tla'ir two Uepre^.-nlaiivi's at 'IVliran Ili.s Kxcolh-ncy a«Ms 
that, <*(nisi<Ierinj 4 the preiloininanl |MJsilion »l ilivat Britain ami Kiissia in Persia, tins 
is ih.* least that tln-y can *!«), ami. shoiihl they not 'lo it. the thwir will he opencl m all 
kimls of iiilrioncs ami plots. 

1 fear that .. ^'«m 1 r«*lations may he alhi-te.l il we continue lo follow a line winch 

M. I'.volsky considers lavonrahle to the Zil*es-Sult;m. 


1210511 


.Nck 


.\/r 

{No. l 

(Tch‘i;iaptiic ) T. 

I'Ol.hnWINt; 
received l<Mlay : 


(/. Harrlujf to >’/• hhv-xt Kmwm/,/rnii' Itl.) 

Conatuuimoiilv. Jntif i-S, 

Irom Mr. U’ratislaw, rntiuia. No. 3S, datml tlm lath .lime, and 


“’I'ahir Pasha (•atm* to sec me this eveiiin;'and told nur tliul hi' had arr(‘sleil a 
numhi-rof Persian villuf'cis who coiiicssed that they had tak>-n part in the luccul 
Kunlish raids. Ih* pro[n»setl a numher of nieasuros for the rostoralion of traiuiuillity, 
whicli si'cm t«j lie sound, and he has ask<‘d ns lo advise the Persian (.'oiumissioiior to 
conenr in them, wliieh we will do.” 


1211461 


No. :itil. 


Mr. (i. Ihiirlitft 


(No. 1 M'O 
('IVlejiraphic.) P. 

Pold.nWlNC from 
received t«eday : — 


Mr. 


to Sir liilirnnl firf'tf. -{lirrnrfd Juiiv 111.) 

f Juttv P.1, P.ltiS. 
Wratislaw. rnimia, No. .*>7, daleil tlic lath .lime and 


" The Kurds, who are mussed on tlie liilK to the north of ilu* town, are preVi-nliuK 
the repair of the tele;;ra|«h witv and liavi* killed one ami wmindeil another oneralor. 

*Mln the I2lh instant tin* Persian <'oniinlssioncr invited Tahir IMslia, the Russian 
Viced'oiiKtd, and myself lo assist at an impiiry he wa- holding into the caiw of the 
dispult*; 'I'ahir ilid not c«nne himself, hut m-uI Meudouh. IN idime.- was given hy a 
large numher «d villagers tiiat they had heeii attaelo’d .iml rohhed hy a large foiye of 
Mefgaver ami r.*»hnu Kurds. This is, 1 ln*lii*ve, true, hut in some ea.ses the raiders 
were Persians ussistekl hy .Sunnis and Kurds who have si*iil«*d temptirarily in the western 
part of tin* Banunlu/tlislriei. 

“ Ye-di'i’day the Russian Vice-l‘oimid and 1 took Tahir 1‘aMia lor a ride lliroiigh the 
snri'oumling eniiiilry. lie had ihuiit'd that tlier*- had h»‘i*n any raiding, so 1 . -ki'd 
him to ai’ekunpany us, and we went to the t'hrislian villagi* of Baiakrud (r), whieli he 
hud to acknowledge had been eomplelely pltindered, and we proved lo him that wtnncu 


2l> 


had la'cn ravished, three men killed, and tin* clmrelies hroktm into ami looted. \N e 
iheu went on to Ardeshai, south-east of Urumia, whieli is now deserted, but we were 
able to show him the corpses of a uum1>or of Kurds who had been killed in the attack. 
Wo tlicn rode through a largi* tract of country whieli is entirely deserted and fouiM 
traces of Kurdish activity on every hand. Tahir Pasha was fon*ed to admit that a raid 
li id takirii [»laei.‘, hut declared that no Turkisli Kurds had taken part in it ami that it 
had heeii organized hy the Persian in onlcr 1" discredit him. 

“ To the north the situation has again becomec.Kiremely serious. The (lovernor of 
Salmas has roporloil that three 'lays ago the Turkish t lencral Vaver visited Sonif?) 
ami told llie Kurds that heueeforth il and Kali* t’harik helougotl to ’{’urkey. Tahir’s 
attitude is, in my opinion, imwt uiisaiisfaetory ; he gw?* on promi.sing to intervene, hut 
I cannot sec the slightest results. 

“I'lic lr)wnor rnimia itself isipiict at pn^sent, though ilnuT liavc l>een some slight 
dislnrhances. Yesterday a numix*r of ealtle were lifted le^s than 2 miles away.” 


[211491 No.;iia 

Mr. Marling to Sir Edirartl Grrij. — (Rpct'irrd Junr Ilk) 

(No. 116. Very Contidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tefirun, June 19, 1908. 

T ll.WK received only to-dny telegrams Nos. and IkS fwin St. Pctm'sbuvgh 
n’specting tlie j>ro|)oscd joint warning lo Zil-cs-StiHan. 1 .am rather apprehensive of 
result of such action. The effecl ch^sired by Russia will be produced Iiy tiny joint 
art ion wlmtovor, for it will be interpreted as a dedamtion of the two CoA'cniments in 
favour of maintaining the Shah wliati'ver language may Ihi used, and tlie helicf of Mu' 
people in British I'ricndsiiip wotdil he still riirther tried by it. 

Zil-es-Sultan, who is very shrewd, will, moivoviT, .soon gue.ss that Russia has hc«‘ii 
nnuhlc to induce Ills Majesty’s tJovcrnmcnl to depart IVnm their p<‘lioy of nou-iuter- 
vention, and he does not helieve that Russia will act alone Tin* clVi'ct of the warning 
on him would conseiiuently he very transitory. 

The iShali’s pusitn>ti will lieckime precarious as soon as it is discovered that the 
Russians an* playing a game ol hlulV (which must happen sooner or later), uhile we 
may hi* suspi'cted liy tint Russians of having betrayed the* .siiah. 


[19943] No. .TI6. 

Mr. Malk't to Mrdhi Khtni. 

Lear Mclidi Khan, Foreign OJJice, June 111, PJOH. 

I A.M much obliged for your letter of the t»th instant, inclosing notes on the 
principal points of your ohseivations of the preceding day r(?spectiiig the frontier 
(pu'stiuns with Uussiu and Turkey. 

llis Majesty’s (loveniment Imve since heard that the Pei-siaii (lovcrnment have 
taken the wise course of neeepling all the Russian demands. 

M'ith regard to the Turkish Proutier Commission, llis Majesty’s (lovernment 
consider that the best eoui'sc would he to send a Commi.ssiou to Constantinople, as 
tliere docs not appear to ho mueli hope of a settlement on the spot. 

I am, iVc. 

(Signed) I.OITS M.AIJdCT. 


[21374] No.dn;. 

Mr. Marling to Sir Edward (Iren.—(livreived June 20,) 

(No. U7.) 

(Telegraphic.) 1*. Tehran, Jane 2i), V.H)H. 

1’01/ITlCAL situation. My telegram No. ltr»ofthc 17ih instant. 

No satisfactory reply has heen nuule liy the Sliali to the demand made hy 
Parliament for a proof of liis iiiti'iitioii lo adhere to llie Constitution, and llis Majesty 
seems indisposed to make one. 





It is r.l.orl-.l timt ;!0(. num h.v. Irtt t., tlu- ]-avli:m,n.«, and .t 

""'''^!!’'\^i^n™rnrrm.sS.l!;!i;''a^ ‘il.n nmsqur to-.lay. Bazaars lavve Baan 
..,„M..d lor tlia last waak, Bill iBc town is (imct. 


■21671] Xo. :i'«. 

NiV Edinird G'r«.v to Mr. (yiicirne. 

(No. 1 iZ.) h'oTeujn Officr^ Jtinr IDOS. 

Ivi.B rafaranaa y„n,- ,,iva.a .ala«nnn of yesterday’s data, and your 

, “S : 

Ih* i.ii\« n, I ‘mi n.» i\ i ^ , .... . o,,i4..,. .j wuriiiiiu Hiiuilur to ihul 

i„i,. 1,H llns.ian .adlaa;,na jn ,!i tBa two Powers 

::ui;„li:io^iB^io-hawiy. i- isla-iwati.at tu.,suauhimseif ...ight 

pIinT Oii^’ intcrprct:»tinii mi such iiction. 


1215881 No. Ill'll. 

M. hvoM,! lo Vnmil liaaf/oador/l.-CD-meoooVatrd % Count lirnckrndorll, 

./ana lit, l!lll'^•) 

.q,,;,i(./Vlfr.«(/(iui(/, Ir li (111) ./uin, lllOH. 

(li.li.araiiBniua.) l.■.l.■..rrunnles da M. llarlwia eonlenant des details 

,,,,r a. sur las n;;>uvennn..s dc. troupes 

'''"‘‘‘xr l!n^lwB^a\‘^^r s..xprinient an faveur d’uue prassion enernique a 

laeonlmneada .lit sc im^ n , cctto 

Da son edit'., ! 'V (i„„vernaincnt Hritanni.iue pour une 

i^iLr";!^ la ^^ato. Nous'eroyons .,«'il u’est plus ,HrssiBle da retarder 
cctto (loiniirchc. • i- i nnr. ci<m^iiu‘ hrillo huit villfiKCS ct 

0 ,'u oaiul^i Siddu/, at plusianrs ai'.tras points at tuatua apparaissant auss. lour qua les 

distriats da Salinas at Somais.au .lord d Urm.ia ^ 

dime!" iStur U,ilia :x:^;iii:^d:i .uoins i.idina.ta. la uoml.ra .las troupes 
Turtles atant unit pntssionsur la 

P "^ti^U. J-dtd cxpadidas k 

M N^lidotr^.^ qllt ..mis asiiartmi q.i’il voudra Biot, do.mar des lustruct.ons daus le 

"'‘''‘Nori..srr«alio^J™!a«"^^^ mouvcmants des 
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trouiKis Tiirqiies sur tarritoiiv I’amaii. M. N’dlidolT ast aliargd d’ajouter nuo nous 
avons farnfia (*spoir que la CTOiivariieniaiit Ottoman, raaounaissatit la Bien-fontld da nos 
plaintas, axpadiera mix ConiiiiaiKlaiils 'I’ures sur plieo das instructions las plus 
6iicri;i(|U0S. 


[21279] 

Mr. Marling lo .'?ir Edimrd Gng.—{Received .hne 21.) 

iTelaa^aphic.) P. Tr/irnn, June 21, 1908. 

1’I>1;ITIC.\L situation. Your talagram Xo. 115 of Ilia 20tli instant. 

I presuma tliat if tlia proposed joint reiirasaiitation to tlia shall waiv .agreed to 
bv the Kussia.i Govarnment, M. da llurtwia and myself would Ba instructed to make 
si'iBstanaa tliaraof known aiitlioritativaly in a manner aimilar lo that mloptad By us in 
DeamnBar 1907, olliarwisa our nation miglit Be reprascntad as having Been taken in 
joint support of tho Shah (see my des))ataB No. ‘285 of the 31st Daaemhar, 1.107). 

As, however, joint aation of any kind whieli might produce llie imprcs-sion of a 
IJixilnration in favour of the Shah is out of the question, I am disposed to tliiiik that. 
Russian Minister on seeing this will piad'er to refrain from sueli aalioii and to eoiuiiiue 
to trade on fear of Uussinii intarvanlioii, whieli is general. It seams to Be poia.Blo 
tliat tlie Russian Afinistar, raeognixiug tl.a danger that tlie true position ol affairs 
may Be revealed, intends to eounsal aoneilialory attitude to tlia Shah m the future. 

Ih-'lias alraidv hinted to me that this is Ids intentioii. , , . , . , 

.In honak and consistaiit aiulaavour on the jiarl of the Hussiaii fjcgalion to 
iiiduae the Shah to work on eonstilutioiial lines, and the aoiieilialion of piiBlie oimiion 
towards Russia By effective action in tliB I’lirao-I'ersian I'rontiar dispute is. in my 
opinion, till* sole clianee of a paaaaaBla solution 


[21366: No, .111. 

Mr. 0. Hurcluij I,. .‘Mi lUrard U,rg.—{Hfmrrd .lane 22.) 

77;..,.//,fa, .tmie I I. I'.ICH. 

I IIAVK tho lionoiir to transiuil lu.rewilli aopy of a h'tp.r wliiah 1 have ri'acived 
from the Persian AmBaasador at Constantiiiople, requestiug me lo furnish Bun wilh 
copies of the notes exaliangeil Belwei.n this l■■.ulBas.sy and the Sulilmi,. Porte and Mirza 
Mohan.uied Ali Klian, Special Peraiuii Kiivoy, in 1.817 and l,Sl.S,an.l of th,. instriiatious 
given By this Kinhassy to l.ieiilenaiit-Colouel Williams, BrilisB l),.l,.gate on the .Mi.xad 
C’omihisvsiun in 18*18. . \ \- 

I have inl(»rnic(l his Highness ll>at ! would refer ihc nuUtcr to y<m. as tin* archives 
of lliis Kinlaissy (hi not go Imck fnrlhm- than lsr>2, ami I slionhl l»* glad to know what 
an:%wcr I am lo give t«) Prim e Mir/a Kliaii. 

I liavc, kVc. 

(Sigiiedi <i. UAKCP^W, 


Inch'surc in No. .''i 1- 

l^riiicf Mii'to lii'o l\h<io ttt .^Ir. ti- tiin'rlnii. 

Atnlia}<!iadf' dr l^emc, ('onyfanlimplr, 

M. le Minisir,.. I!HIS. 

I.K P* Avril dernier j'ai en riionneur <1 nivoyor “ I'.xeelh'mc Ic firo^virutona 
ih* la Suhlime !'<irie eoneernaiil la (im -timi de hi fron\ieie 1 ureo-P« iNain*. .le vluns tie 
reeevoir nuo note du MinisiBre Impi'.rial ,les Affaires Ktrangeres ,1,. moll I iouverneiiieiit 
me proposanl d," prier voire Kxeell..nee de vonloir Bien ilonner d.- or,ires a >1111 . e 
(iroil ii la I'luineellerie pour me delivrer les copies ,|i.a nol,‘s eidiang,.,..',■litre I Aiidnuswide 
de 1-1 (;raiidi.-Hr,.|a.'ne et la .SiiBlime I’ort,.. iiiiisi iiuiivee .\lirza lloliamined All Mian, 
Knvoy,'. Spi’eial ili- Pi'rse, pendant les anni'-es 1.8)7 et 18I.S, eoiiei.riiaiit la ratilieation do 

Tinile il'Krzeroiim entro la Pei-se et la Tiirquie. , ,, , 

.le 111,. iK-riiK.ts ,rajonler qua j,' |„iss,.de ih'-jii 1,‘a copies ,le' imtes des Iteim'sentiinls 
de la GraiuB.-lIrctagnc el de la Itiissie iidrcssees ii la Suhlime Porte relativi.nieut au 
[1580] “ 
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la f'o.n„.i,si.,.. MiNt.-, iaslrucliim ii.s..r.v Ja,.^ I- l.iv..' HU.. -No. 


121292! 

Mr. (nirlrnr In Sir lirlirrrnl lireii.-{llrrrirrrl .lunr 22.) 

(No. pflt^rshiirijti, June !li, I'.)l)S. 

l\ will. .Ilf iiisln.i-liimf .... ill y">..' l.l.'K™'.. 

'.."; , .,f ii„, \i,.,iiii-^. If iiif .•n.'.'i tii.ii 111.- I'V" I'.’w.'if wciv 

; i:;,i.';:r';::'min'ii;.- fxis.i..i,' .i.v....f.v; m.;'.’ ii.,.-..vi« rf,..vsf......i .uif - 

I.f Olllv ...SmI.I.' Il..•....'• ff 'l.'l"...""’"- •■"‘I ” 

.lii.i.ii.... 'V..-. f..'i.'"iy Ii." «■"' 'I'- 

..'"^'uv-/-i'l-ulv... rf.Ti.-'i 

.. 

1 :^ ".i v:^,ui ii... f...i ..r au si,.j ii^ 

. 

I'll,* lnt'v«rii ilio I'vn (i 1 m- ‘' 1*1 111 "WW • i *i‘- t' il 

, I 1 I I*,,....;., HI Wr :»‘’"OIM-<*t Mrlmn ivltn'li wouM 

fiSAV''i:5^..'sif,i!:' < J" h:;” ;:it mI:; 

■m Il f /II .'-S.ill.... I'... ... 1.1.- I''..‘•■• S.ifl. fl.iii.p-i...;jl.l .. l..,.f lurn 

i, 'MivMhi..-.' If ..' i'.-r..i.- II." .■.ii.. i..'i...' -I ’I." I’"’ 

^‘""l ’■'■ If.i'ii'l'iii.- uvf l’f.vfi- I.^I III. I■^.•l.l...ll iiiifiVfiilifii l.y fl.|•.•.•. 1 ilif.iHlil III 111.' 

■Ii.f Wf wi-ii.'.i it...' I...1. II..' .•.'..Ill' "I 111" •■"’ll":'' "‘"l''.' " 

I^ ,,' /il .■s S..lt.... If |.fW"r. Wli.'ii I III" I'.s.:.' I.■■>.•y,l..■ |.i™iii;‘"il !•;' imk II... 

,;;"„f, !,vfi' III... fvfiiiiif ..I..I ..1 iii" .•.■'ii.i'i-i 1 llll•l.lHlll■.l III'” 'viiii ii.f 6,ii.M„i.ff ff 

'""'<i'iiff ill.'i. I liav.' I1..1I I"'" I'lii'ili.'i' <■fll'■‘’'■«'*'‘'lll' "'i’*' Al-lavolaky, Dill-.' Iiavijis 
I, , i.v 'ii.iii.'.'. .....I I..' .•M>i‘‘ii'"ii 'll 'T™ 

/1 " s iiiair- ..ii..ii.ii.« i..>''v«'. II" «|||| .ni'-'i 'I" "veiit'ii'iiiy ";;''‘|||||'<">•l'|•.■|.•■ 

I ■, ll-illlllfll ft I l-ili'l. fVfl- Ull-fi.lll illll.l.'ll"-', l.ll.l llll.t II 'VOIll'l .'lll'‘"l V'lf 

"I ' !• ■' . I J „ ni.lf .'•|..■.•||V..■’). II" alsf. wiilifiil as ,vft i-ivii.K 

;;"; 7'l'ai it"vf a.isafr If'ii.y .■.,ii.i...ii.i.'atif.! ft lli" KUli i.islaiil ii.jlioaUal tl.al he 
I ,.,.f,H.sf, m li...i .. ,lf,laralum ..f the km. 1.> 

M .If llailwii:. lhal wr hIiuuM t^ouiv hoii ul a joiiil waiiium lo /i1mH- hult.m. lit 

luHiitfil I'ut iliat till- two l:r|iivsi;iilaliv.'rt )iu<l alrcaiiy utoi Uus cunrso wi 

'r!;ir Ilf :iri,M,t.,l .hal il w.m for tla^ two Powers to fold tbr.r arms and ft 

vents ill I'.-rsia lake their eoiirse. liy rfeoeiii/.iiiK the \ ahali.l .is suceessor I.) the 

.. anil hv ...ir aelifii in fhlaiiiinH a ine.lf!" "t Ifynlly Ironi tli" ^il. J«'il 

il'nn.rmirselv'.'s in a sense to the present Shah. 1 poitiK-'il mirse. that to 

ref.iKtii/..- III.' \'alialnl as heir-apparfml was a vep’ ihlteront thing frnin i.lu.lgmg 
fiirselves to k.ep his father .a. the ihroin- hy foiri- ft anus if uecossary ; ami also that 


21<.) 

the promise of loyaltv obtained from /il-es-Snllan was merely the condition of the 
protection accorded h'im. However, M. Isvolsky mainUnne.l that we were under a 
moral obligation to the present It.iler, which would not allow of our assnming a purely 
passive attitude in the crisis. 

‘ 1 have. >tc. 

(Signed) IlUflll O'BHIUXF,. 


'21293] No. mu. 

.Mr. O'Rriinn In Sir liiliriirtl <lrry.—(Hi!ceiml .lune '>2.) 

St. Pt'trrrlinrfjli, Jtiiir 17, lllOS. 

' Wri'Il ri'fcrenee to mv imntedial.-ly pivi eding ileapaleh of vesteyilay s .late, I have 
the honour to aeknowledgc-the r.s-eipl of your telegram N.i. Ihl of ih.' loth i..st..nl, 
iiistni.-ting 111 " lo'niak.- eerlain slaK-niflils n. the Hnssian .Minisli'f for I'oieign Aff.uis 
resp,.eling ihe alliindeof Mis Majesly's i lovermnent towards the pre .■nsnais o the 
Zil-es-Snllan, ami tin- views of His Maj.-sly's I loveriinifi.t regn.-diiig ihe eourse lo la- 
followed bv ihe two Powers in I’l-rsia. I, • ir 

As 1’ini'l alreaily had three e.mvt-rsatioiis will. 11. Isy.ilsky on 1 .-rsiait alTaiis 
sim-e tin- lUlh iiislani, ami ha.l e.vhanstiv.-ly .lis.-usse.l lit.- s.ihj.-el w-ilh him. IhoughI 
it het.ernot 0. tr.ml.le his l-'.«-.-ll.-ney with anotln-r visit, ami 1 ihei-.-for.- a.l.lresse.l 
him a lelli-r .-onlainiiig tin-slat.-im-iii whn-h yon ili-'ii-.-.l im-l.. miik.-. ami ih.-ohseitalioiis 
emlsMlii-il in vot.r telegram. . , i ■ r i 

■I’o ilav l' saw his Ksi.-lh-in-v at his w.-.-kly ii-.-.-plion, ami In- inffiini-.l m.-, .is 
reiK.i-t.-.l in mv l.-li.-gram No. US, lhal In- ha.l .Irawn up inslriii-lions to M. .h-llarlwig 

whiehhehml s.il.mille.l lo tin- ... lohim ol greal imiK.ilam e. 

If His .Majeslv a]ipr..ived ihi- proposi-.l insir.n-tioiis, they wonl.l I..- .-omiiimin-aieil l.i 
vou witli a vii'w to olilaining your .-oni-iirr.-m-.-. 'I'hi-y w.-r.- in the si-iisi- that a 
;i,-eiaralion sm-li as suggesl.-.l hy M. .1.- llarlwig .-o.ihl not h.- ma.I.- lint lhat ih- Iwo 
liopi-i'Sk'nlalivi-' slionld n roiii-M-willi iv^Mrd !*• lln- /d-i-->'dlaii -irndtH t-. lli.H 
wliicli ilifv fnllowt'd in 1‘fmidu‘r . i> . 

M. Uvolskv. in tln‘ vtmrsr of r*invm->.iiittii. nininlmiird -(i.mj'ly tlini lln- two 1 
hail (-.-rlaiii oldigalioi.s i.iwanls tin-Shah, who was il,.- lawl.il l!iil.-i-, whom lli.-y ha.l 
ri-e.-iii-/.i-.l as siieh ami whosi- .son ih.-y ha.l r.-i-ogim'.-.l a;- his sm-i-.-ss.,r. S.>i...-lhing, 
his Kx.-i-lh-m-v sai.l.iiiusl I..-.Ion. lo pn-veiii \|..|ianiini-.l .\li .Shah ll-oiii h.-ing ilelhroiie.l. 
Ih- w.-nl on 0. sav lhat M. 'h- ll,.rlwig's l■l-p...'l' -h..w.-.l tl.al ih.-r.- w’lis a inarkial 
ilirfi'i-i-m-.- I.i-lwi-i-n’ihi- allilinl.- taki-n hy lln- Iw--. Ih-p.-i-s.-iilativi-s m lie- pn-si-iil i-rists. 
M. ih- Ihirtw-ig let il he s,-.-n thal In- lf..k an Ini.-i-esI in lh- inaii.lenam-e .-I iln- 

Shal. tin-ihroii.-; whi-ri-as lln- imlilVer.-in-.-shown hy Mr. Marling U. Iis .Maj.-siy s 

.lillie.ilti.-s ha.l lh.-.-IT.-<-l of pi-oim.ting tin- i-a.is.- of /.tl-fs-.siillan .M. Isvolsky ap|..-a .-. 
onilf to i-ii.|i.rs.-the Hnssian Miiiis|i-r s vn-w, saying lhat Mr. Marling - all il ml.- uhi 
1 avi- no olhi.-r .-lli-i-t. 1 repit.-.l thal .Mr. .Marling’s altilmh- was ..m- ..I stri.-l iii-.iliahly 
in lln- e.iiillii-t hi-tweeli tin- p.-oph- ami lln- Shah, ami lhal that was ihe allilml..- 
whieh His Mai. slv's I lovi-riimeni wisln-.l liini to ..li.serv.-, 

1 litivi-, &e. 

(Signed) lll.'till O IH-HHNK. 


i 215861 

.Mr. (i. Hnrrinti In Sir liilirnril f.'i-i-y.—(fferoim/ ./nne U2.) 

(T.'-le-gmphie.) I'. (.•<n,«/.o.(i,.o,d.-, Jane 22, l!lli.S. 

TI.'lif'O-l'I-'.HSlAN ridnti..-r. , , , . ,v. - . . 

l-'..llowing is i-epetilion of Mr. Wratislaw's l.-l.-gram No.-IH of lln- Ihllt instant, 
s.-nl viii 'I'ahr.-ez and r.-eeiv.-d on tin- 2lal 

"• Novoe Vremya’correspomleut has arrived. i- i. 

" Aft.-r eareful itniuiry, 1 am i-oiivim-e.l that it was ehiully lierkai Kurds ol 
Mergavar who raide.l Ardishai, Ac., assiat.-.l hy less luiinerons Mannish Kurds amt 

others who have lately lived in Hariuidu-z. . . , - 

“ The village on the lake whieh was r.aided the day hefore yesterday is the port 
of ri-iiiitia, ami the tierman eaptain of a small hiimch fought with the Kurds for sumo 
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tliiM’ The raiilers liftcil scivnral liiiiidrerl shiHjp, and canit- mostly trom Icigavar. If 
•ill tills has not actnallv hooa liistiKaKsl ''.v (>■« Turks iii order to create an intolerable 
situation it is dimcairto U'licvc that they 'lo not connive at it. 


1215891 

Mr. O'linriir it, .Sir liihriirii Grey.—(Rrccirfrf Junr 22.) 
iXo. .1.1.) Prtvrithurijh, June 22, 190.S. 

' 'm'^'|S\'(iI,SKY (luilc afirccs with siilistaticc of yoitr lolcj,'raiii No. 112 of the 
20,1, instant, whl.'h 1 communicalcl to him yiMerday, and nr'p\-,.ciien?.v 

|,ro|,osc have already been te|eora,.hed to llass.an Monster a, ehran II s U,el en y 

also promised to eraisider ih.. stiooe-lioii eoiilamed in Mr. Marling s teli^i-im -'O. 11, 

.,f the 21st instant, of which I informed him tted.ay, addin« that I had as \et no 
from ycin ou tin- siihjccl. 


121590] No. .'.111. 

Mr. Muriii'fj to Sir Kdtvurfi June 22.) 

(.N’l*. 1 I J.) Tehrnii, June 22. I'JOS. 

|M>ialTirA L silutili<ni. 

NIv X«». I 1*^ '>r . i i ^ 

V;.slerdav the Shah received in andienee the llussian .Umister, who had an 
Imperial letter lo present e„„tainino the annmmcemenl of a ivtsldino in the llttsstan 
I! lal family. The ISossian Minister in sulee,|mmt convei'sation advised ihe Shah to 
,1,1,ml a c,mi‘-ilialorv altitude, ami in reply Ills .Maj.-sly red,•ittled that he entcrUnne, 
no hostile h-elint! I'owar.ls th,' I’arliumi-nt. His Majesty state.l that he only desirul 
s..,.„rilv for himself noainsi Ih,' attacks of tin- pr.-ss and the thn-ats of the Knjnmens, 
« hieh w,.r.' inslioal,.,! hy the '/dl-es-Snllan. Ills Majesty a.lde.l that he hail conclusiM. 

pi-iKif of till- holer's intri'.'ims to di'lhnme him. 

M ,li' llailwi- pi'ofesses lo think that a jianl warnins to the ill « tllout 
.•.„r,.sp;.i.dim;<leela'’raliot. to Ihe Shah, of whi.d, I informed him in general terms, 

will h,'aori-e'il lo hv His Mai,'slv's (loveriimenl. . 

It s,ri,is pr,.hal,h' that a r.-aetionary Minisiry will he appointed. Ihere is great 
diseonragemi'ill ainoni: H,.’ iiop.ilar parly, who will pmiiahly accept any terms 
which the Slinli olTers. 


121588J No. 1117. 

sir Kilii-iiril (Irn/ In Mr. fl. fiarcfiiy. 

(T,'ieeraplii,'.l H. , , horriiji, Ojlirr. s-. V.m. 

l••l!^)N'l'll■■.l; ilispiit.’la'iwi'cn I’l-nsia amlliirkey. 

Th,'Hossiai, .\mliassail..r has,.. lo m,' mforniatum whiffli has hep 

..ive,l hv his t'iov,'rmii,'iil that alarming proiHirlions hav,- h,'en ass>im,Ml b\ ihe 

me„rsions'i,OoH,Tsianl,.rri,ory,„a.h;b.y ila- Kurils, by wlmiii ™':, ' 

unil eidil vilhij/i-'i have!. . l)nrnl wiihm the [M-rKwl of a J “inphiits iii 

ll ,. ,e,m,.,ss,.s ,mmmill,-d hv ll,.' Knnls is ,l,-ni,Ml by the 1 iirkisli a.ithorities, who, 

h, .w,.v.'r hav,- ample for.'e availahh- on ll„' spot for the s„ppr,'Ssi„n„f ,lisor,|ers. 

M,’anlim,’ Tnrkisli ir,K,|is ar,' inlvaia'ing into th,' li,-ari of I'.TSian P'rnlory. 

Tim linssian l!,■pr,■s.•ntativ,• at I '.nislantino|,l,’ has h,',m instrnete.l lo mak,- serious 

i, .pres,'nlalit,ns lo ih,' IMlonian Ilov.'rnmeiil agaiiisl the a.lvanee into 1 i-r.'i.m '“".'b’O 

I,V Turkish ips.ps, anil againsl ,1.... whieli the Knnls have eommi,m l. 

Ih- i- li’i ad,I that his I ;.,v,-rmn,'ill Irnst llial eah'gorieal instriu'lions lo pn an end to 
this sil.ialion will I,,'seal imnnsliaP’ly lo ll„. I,« al aiilhoritn's hy the Snhlmie I orle. 
wilt* ejuiimt hiil 1" r('eo;,nu/»' tlie jnsliee tif tliese eomphuiil-. 

Von shonhl h'lnl vonr l■n,■rgeli,■ support to th,’ r,'pr.’.-,'n,ations whmh >oni liiissi.ni 
,'o|l,’.igi„. has ^l•,•ll iii'^ir,,.’!. .! to inak,' h, the 'I'nrkisl, , iovernmeiu. 
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Sir hlJn'arft Greif to .Vr. O^Beirne. 

(Teie^ap\uc.) V. Ff>reign Office, June 22. 11)08. 

PEIi8IA. , , rp 

'Fhc host means of snpportinK the Shah would l>e that the dispute in the lurco- 
Persian frontu^r should bo settled tlirougli tlie Embassies of the two Powers in Conatan- 
tinople acting in concert. Instnietions are being sent to His Majesty’s Charge 
d’Affaires at Constantinople to co-operate iii those lines with Itis Hiissiaii colleague. 

I concur in the views expressed in Mr. Marling's telegram No. 118 of the 
21st instant. 


Sir EJfi'urd Grey to Mr. O'Beirnr. 

gjj.^ ^ Foreiijn Office, Juuf 22, 1P08, 

COUNT RENCKENDOlU'T fommunicated to me ’to-day a telegram from 
M. Isvolsky containing alarming information aliont the Turkish proceedings across 
the Persian frontier. 

I told him that I had already received simihir Information from our (>wn .sources, 
and had in consequeiico teiegmplic<l last week to Mr. O'ltciriu' to e.xplain frankly our 
attitude to M. Tsvolsky. ^ . * • i n ■ 

The disturbauces on the Turco-Persian frontier were in a locality in which luissia 
was nioiv intere.ste^l than wi* were. British interi'Sts wore not directly aliccled, for 
the phn*es wluTt* we had Oil ('onco.ssions were further south, and were not at present 
involve*!. The locality was also out of oiir reach. kurtlnT, if w** t*Kik th*' iinliative 
in moving our tlie imj>i'i‘.'*sl<iii woiil*l ho given that war ln'tw**t‘ii us ainl hirkey 
generallv was iminMiding, which woult! not be e4>nlined l*i the Persian fr*uili*“r; this 
might give ris«* to trouble an<l ex<'ilenient in Kgj'pt an*l els*'wh«*ve 

We could not therefore taki-tin-iniliativi'. 

But, uu the other hand, we wonhl eonlially support an initiativ** taken by Bnsain. 
8onn‘ years ago, before th<* .Vnglo-Uiishian Convention, if llussia lia*l taken sli'ps 
against 'I’urkey in ontm* to proleet th*- Persian fnaitier, tins wonbi have been rcganleil 
by a seetion of the press here as a prele.xl for interference l-y lius^ia in I'ersiati 
aftairs, an*l tlu* attitude of the liritisli tioveriiment would have b<‘eu *uie of watchful 
siispicii.n. Bill mutters were quite dilTeri'nl now, ami ! fell very stiongiy the import¬ 
ance of not leaving Persia under the impression that she wotd*l ri'iadve no protection 

against llagrnnl and unprovoked virjlations of In'r teiTit4*ry,_ 

Count BeitckendorlT (o]*l me he heai'<l llial th*’ ^1 urkish tr*>i>ps wen* incliiual to 
niuve noi'tliwiinU, mnl ibis h,' llninghl a aci'imis .sign. 

f ,-ommnni,'ate,l lo him ih,' siihstiim-e of a lel,‘g,nn, whi,’h I p,„i«js,',l M-nding l„ 
Mr. Hai'.’lay, in.‘ilr,„-tiiig liim lo snpiiort ,•n,■|■g^'lically Ih,' reprcs,‘iili,li,m« which the 
liusnim, Cliargc ■rAITuivc.'i hinl I,,',,,, iin,lnu-t,',l i,i nink,’at I'nnslanlijmpl,’. ami Clount 
Benckcmloi'IT cxpressml himself a» ,i,iiu‘salisli,',!. 

1 am, &c. 

(Signed) F,. dUEY. 


iiir Hdu'unt (irrt/ lo Mr. O'licirnr. 

(No. 17.->.) 

Sii", l•'oreign Office, .Ittnr 22, 191)8. 

I Tdl.lJ doimt [k'lickemlorlT to-day ilnit 1 ha'l tcl,;grai>h,iil lo yon to tell 
.\l. lsv,>l,.ky that, if h,' thought .some net ion uecc^san’ at Tehnm, we w,ml,l he propared to 
join in the wnniing to Ih,- Zil. 

H„l I ,-.\plaiiu'd lo Conni HcnckcinlorlT lhat, jn»l as M. Isvolsky fear,,,1 ihat Ui 
abstain from any aclioii at all might he ,„ustr,ie,l as supporting tin- Zil, bq I f,-ar,-d 
thut tin- wnniing to ihe Zil—nmi-ss it wits aci-ompani,-tl hy a warning lo tin. ,Shah not 
10 ups, I ihi, doiihtiliuiou, or til aiiv rale that he could not ticjtoud upon our siipjxirt to 

[l.j80] 3 1- 









save him from llio ('oiiseciueiieos d! iiimrrolliiig mtli tile Gonstitiilioiml party -might. 
Im construed as aiding against the (.'omstitiitional parly. . i „ 

ConnI lieiickendorft donlileij ivlmlher there ivas any very clear .hvisioii lietneen 
parties in such a country as I’ci-sia. .... f, 

I said thoie might very speedily come into .-xiatmice a division between pro-foreig 
ami anti-fornign parlies in I’ersia, in whieli the pro-foreign were sure to be a smali 
minorilv. ' iovernmeni depending on loivign .snpiHirl won d become as fmde in 
I’ersia ami as embarrassing to its foreign supporters as that of .Midnl A'/.i/. in Morocco. 

Coiint Ibniekendorlf observed ibal wi- bail alivady pledged ourselves to tbe 
recognition of tbe Sbab'.s son as Ids sa. eessor, and be asked wbether he eonbi not 
eoinniiinieaie ...me e.anmeiil ol mine .ai ibi.s point to .M. Isv-olsky. 

1 lobl liim 1 w.iiibl ralber not say anything Inriber to .M. Isvolsky before reii iMUg 

bis ri'plv ibe proposal wbi.-b I bad mad.. .dainrday. Ibil I ' id not at all wish 

to throw ovi-r 'Sir ileelaralion in favour ol the Shah's son. tin the contrary, in ibo 

event ol ilm ... d.'isisiti.ai ol tin- Shall. I tbongbt it wmnid be veiy use nl 

to ... to ibal d.sdaratioii in order to gain time tl the /il or any one ebm 

seized the throne We niiglil even perb.ips tell tin- Zil that. ,n the event ol Ins 
displaeing the Shah, o w ileelaralion ali.ail the son would stand in the way ot mil 

iIh* Zil. . 

I wdtilii. liowrviT. wail nil I lu*anl hiaii M. I.svdlsky. , , 

n| rourM'.if tin- iVi-sians .iHiniii'lv u.-mI.* ila- s sc. and rallird ldS..m.‘om‘ 
else wr liav.. h. lart.s as ila*y lait in a suddi-n omnrgency we 

could MsiMmr.i.'claralidn in favour of lln- Sliuli’s son lo avoid laMiig Inirnnd invinaturciy 

into tlio n-i’ognilion of any on.'oiw*. 

I am, <xe. 

tSign.'d) K. tlKKV. 


[196821 Sn.ivn. 

Str Eihi'tifit firry In Mr. Miirliuij. 

hWriyn OJfirr, Jioir 2:1, I'.HtS.^ 

1 ll-W'l-; received voiir despaleb No. 1 Hi of the 2(1111 iillinio relative to the claim 

ol Messrs. I.vneb against the I’ersian I bivernineiil for ... of the debcil oil 

the riinning'expenses of ibe steam-ship •'Sbnsbiin," and I approve the language belli 
by yon in the notes wliicli yon have addres.sed to the I’ersian .Minister lor I'oreign 
.\llairs on the subject. , . 

h IS clear from tbe terms of the .\liisbir-eil-l lowleb s eoinmiiniealion, copy ol 
wbieb is iiieliised ill voiir despaltdi iiiider reply, that it would be .if no ii.se lo pivss the 
I'ersian (Iovernmeni'fiirlher on this subject now, nor do tbe cirenmsianees of the case 
.ipiH-ar lo warrant Mis Majesty's (lovernment in lining so very strongly. 

It in tln'iflnr.' nnn.'c.'.'ii'ary for y.m Ju take any fnii!n*r step?' in llu- matter lor llit* 

1 am. &c. 

(Signed) K. tilll',\. 


1196891 No. :i22. 

Sil Edti’itrtf fiK'i) to Mr. Murliiitj. 

tNu. ht-i. t’onlidi'nlial.) . , 

I'orriyu OJ/u'ft June '2-, 

1 IIAVK r.iviv.Ml vonrdc.spauli N.-. I'niilideulial. of llic-Msl nllimo, r.'puiiing 
ihe .•oii.'lnsi.m of a f.mnal alliance lu-ivvccn tin- Sln-ikli of Molmmmendi and tin* 
Ifaklitiari Klians and 1 conenr in tin* opinion cxinvssscd by yon tliai this arrangcmeni 
■.liiiiild 1 k' vii'Wi’.l wilii favour by llis Maji'sly's l.ovcrnmuut. 

I hav.' to ro(pasi von to inform llis Maj.^ty’s Vuv-Ckmsnl at Mohammt'iah that I 
api-rov.- tin- langnag.' lldd by him on thi-^ subject to the liakhtiari Khans and t.. llajji 
Itais-m-'hijjar. 

I am, v'to. 


[Signed) 


K. (;kky. 
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[20033J 323. 

Sir Eitwurd Orey lo Mr. Marling. 

{So. lO'l-.) 

Forritju Ojfico, Junr 22, 1908. 

’ THE Persian Charge d’Airnircs ealUMl at this Omee on the oth instant and wa^s 
received hy Afr. Afnllet. 

llo stated tlint tin- discussion on tlie subject of the demands put forward i)y tlu* 
Knssian (iov.*rnment in connection with the dispute on the frontier was still procectling. 
The P.u'sian Governiuenl liud giv.ui way on some jtoint'., ainl had asked that a joint 
Commission might !>e appointed to settle the otliers. 

Alehdi Kliaii asked whether th.' (piestion <'onld not h.‘ discussed at U..‘val. 

Willi regard t<i the Tureo.Persian frouli.n- .lisput.*, no pmgress was being made, 
and he inquired wi.other the Kiitg might not sngg.xst lo llu' I'aup.uor of Kussia 
that joint v.'pivserilatioiis slionld he made to the Suhlinu! Porte on llie subject. 

Mr. .Mallet informed .Mehdi Klmn timl ! was ahs.m't and that it wj^ lo«. late to 
instruct Sir (’. IIarding(* to rain.* those (juestionsduring tin* visit <d the King to Ui.'val. 
]t was |H)Ssible that he might discuss them informally, hut, witli i.'gard to the latter 
of tliem, we had not heard that the Commission had tailed, ami until that happened 
it did not appear tliat there would he any use in taking the action wliich Mehdi 
Khan proposed. M'lien the Commission dclinitely tailed, a new situation would arise. 

1 am, i^c. 

(Signed) E. GUEY. 


[21618] No. 324. 

Mr. a. Harrlati to Sir hUhrard Grry .— {Ilrrj'irrd Jitnv 23.) 

(No. lol.) 

(Tolegnphic..) P. Consfaiifhioidr, Junr 23, lilt)''. 

I HAVE rcoeive<l the following udegram. No. 3'J, dated the 17lh instum, and 
received lo-day. from Mr. Wralislaw ai Urmnia:— 

“The Ktird> continue their dej»n'dations in illlTiTcni •lircetituis ;i> tar as tin' lake 
«luc ea^I i>( I'rumiju ami tin' paiih' in the neighbourhood eonliiine^ nt*al»aled, 

“ The Purks havi‘propelled to semi a mixcil Hying eolnmn through the sonlherii 
district, ami llic Persian ('ominissioiu'r l<‘IU me that lie i.-* jurparcil to accept this 
sngg<*slio»»; but I am afraid that it is tiol likely tif lea'l to anylliing. 

'• Witljoni eonsulliiig the Itnssian Vice-Consul or niy.sfdf, tin* Pt-rsian t \imnnssn»ncr 
has written to Taliir Paslia, asking him \o state ibe 'Purkisb claims and to tnriiisli 
proofs ot tbeir valhlity, but In* lum inen'ly rei-eived an evasive answer »in the same 
lines as befon?. NVe are urging him to make a detailed proiMfsal lln- lines of the 
inslrnclions which lie has received, but la* liesiiales lii <li) so, fearing apparently to 
give bis ease away.” 


r21619! No. 325. 

.Mr. (1. Harriaii to Sir Edirnrd drey.—(Received .June 23.) 

(No. 102.) 

t Telegraphic.) P. Coindunlimiptr, June 23, P.HKS. 

ACTING on instructions whieh In* had |■ereive<l from his t.iovr'rnmem, the Hntisian 
diarge d’.MTaivef* made energelie repivscntatioiis at the I’oiie KHlay, urging the 
neie.ssily of steps being taken for restraining the Kurds, and of the withdrawal of the 
Tniki-vb Inxips lo williin the «lispm«''l frontier Zone. 1 ibougbl it well to ^ujqMUl bis 
repn’*'‘'ntali*>ns <ni the line** imlieated in your U'l«‘gram No. Idl of tin- I7tb instant to 
.St. I'eit-rslnirgh. 

TlieGraml Vi/ler promi.sed ibat orders slmnM at onei' Is* sent for the w'illnlrawal 
of any troops that miglit have ailvumvd bey.md the zone, am! that » verylhing )» 0 '-*^ible 
shon!«l lie done lo stop ihe depredatiou-i of the Kurds, but be added that the Kurds 
rcspfn»sil»le were not under ’rnrkisli atultorily, ami that 'ralur Pasha denied that utiy 
Turkish troops bad advanced into l^<r.sian territory. 











[21677J 


No. 32G. 

.\/r. .\ftirlintj to Sir Kdwnrd Grey.—{HeceivctI June 23.) 

(No. I.'jO.) 

('I'clcgrapliio.) 1’. Tehran, June 23, 1008. 

SITUATION in Tclir.in. 

.Vliout fi o’clock this morning twenty Cossacks wore sent hy the Shah to arrest 
eiglit |)(;rsons who were in tin: mosque mijoining the Assemhly House. ^ The (Icmand 
lor tile surrender of these persons met with a refusal, and a shot was filed from the 
mosque. Kighting thi-n started, and is still continuing. The number of people 
kilhal is said to Im large. Ouns arc being used hy the Shah's troops. 


1217081 X'>- T27. 

Mr. Murlintj to Sir EfItrnrJ Grey.—(Itrceired Jane 23.) 

(No. 1,01.) 

(Telegraphie.) 1*. Tehran, June 23, 1908. 

SITU.VTIO.N in Tehran. 

.\Iy immediately |irpeeding telogram of to-day. 

The .\ssemhly huililings and the inosqne havi' been cleared hy the Shah's forces, 
and the meeting-place of the .\/.erliaijan I’lnjnmen has In-en destroyed. 'Ihe Shah has 
arrested the' Chief linjtehid, Seyyid .Vhdulla’h, the Sheikh-nl-Ueis, and some ten other 
alleged leaders of popular jiarty’.’ The Cossack In igade, which has lost forty men, has 
played the chief part, with its guns nmh'r llussian ollieers. The loss on the other side 
is sidd to he very small, hut the exact nnmher is unknown, .V state of siege has heen 
proclaimed and the Kninmens have dispersi’d. 

Some shops and houses, including that of the Zil-es-Snltau, and the .Assembly 
huihling, have been pillaged. 

M. de llarlwig anil i have sent onr dragomans to the Shah, with the request that 
the most stringent measures may he taken to maintain order and pivifect Kuropeans. 

We have also instrueted t'hem to recall to the Shah's 111010017 the assurances 
which 11 is .Majesty gave us in Deeemher 1007, and to suggest that a ITwlaination 
declaring that he’inis no desire to abolish the Conslitiitiim should he issued hy Ills 
Majesl.v. 

1 'have in.striieteil Military .Atl.aidie, who will stay in Tehran to-night, to prevent 
if po.ssihle people from taking'hasi in llis Maiealy’s liCgalion, Major Stokes i-cports 
that there is as yet no sign of this, .and that town is now quiet. 


1215891 


No. ;i 2 .s. 


Voreujn Gffice, June 23, 1908. 


.'Sir tulieant Grey to .\fi. O'Iteirne. 

(No. 177.) 

{ I r. 

.lOlNT ivpifsrnlnti(tii>. 

. 1 rniui-si you will inform Ministor I'ni* Fon-lga AiVairs that 1 fonour iti the 

o|iinioii hy Mr. Marling' that we islmnM make known antlioritativoly 

llu* .suhstama* of l»olh coninuinicatioiis hy himilar iiioauH iho-^e u<lopie(l last (’hristmas. 
You siiouM ask for lii.s assent, so that nistnictions as siif;goste»l iany be sent to our 
rospL’ctivc lo'juvsi'iitalivrs as soon as possililo. 

Kxpri'ss saiislaolion tliat his Kxoellfmy ha?' agrml to my tuoporiftl. 


L21598J 

ifir iuhrard (ireii lo Mr. Miirlimj. 

(No. IlM.) 

i'lVlc^irapliit’.) 1*. /‘brrjya OJ/icv, Junv 23, 1U0^. 

.1 (U N'l’ roprostuiial ii 

With ivhuvmv to Mr. O’Urirm ’s ii*U*Krani No. US) of the 22ua iustaiil, and my 
t»‘h‘^rani to Mr. (>'lh*irno No. 172 ol tin' 2Uih itisiaiil. 

I ivijiust that you will ai-t iu idiuort with M. do llartwig, in accordance with tlio 
latter tch'graut relt-rivd to. 
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[21783] Ko. 330. 

India Ojffice to Foreign Office.—(Received June 21.) 

TM K Undcr-Secrctary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under¬ 
secretary of State for Foreign AlTairs, and, hy direction of Viscount ^torley, forwards 
hemwith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of inclosures in a loiter 
from tlm l'oi*eigJi Secretary to the (aoverniuent of India, dal(;(l the lllh May, rclalivc 
to a proj)Osjil to abolish the Govmnment coal dcp<H at Ihishirc and to create one at 
Koweit. 

Copies have been sent to the .Vdmiralty. 

India Office^ June 23, 14)08. 


Inclosiux^ 1 in No. 330. 

Major Cox to Government of India. 

i\lay D, 1007. 

1 llAVU tlie honour to make a reCerenee on the subject of the arrangements 
now existing for the coaling of the sliips of llis Alajesty’s navy and the Koyal 
Indian Alarinc in those wAlers west of Kamclii, and especially at Bushire. 

•.i. Tlie (Joveriiment of India are no doubt avvare that coal is ubtainahlc at— 

•a.) Afuscal—Government depot. 

(b.) Bushii*c—Government depot. 

(e.) Jhissorali—depot of jirivate British firm. 

As rcgawls Muscat, I have no special observations to make. It is necessary 
and important for to have a coaling station there, and tin* facilities obtainable, 
subject lo the limited rcsouifes of tlie port in regard to coolies and lighters, are 
coiisidci-ahle. 

3. Near the entrance to the Persian Gull wo have m> coal, Basidu having fallen 
into desuetude as a coaling dcjiot for some twenty .veal’s past. It would no donhl 
provii very convenient to Ifis .Maj(‘sty*s shi[>s, which an‘, I believe, nmlor slamling 
orders to wdl there on tlieir way up and down tin* Gulf, if w (5 had a store at llenjam, 
hut until the nature of our occupation is rmally decided it would he impolitic lo lake 
any action in regard to lliat island wliieli might jicssilily introdiieu a fresh element of 
diHieully in our negotiations with tlic IVisian Government. 

t. i now come to tlie case of Bushin*. Tliis depot is, like that at Muscat, 
maintained hy the .Marine Dcpartinei^of the Government of India. 

The coni hangars Jire renli-d a^ tin* Imudiiig of the eiml is done nmler a 
contract arrangement with u lo(?al lirdcr. The actual coal work is carried on under 
eiveumstances of great dillieuUy. The harlauir is vi*ry treacherous for many months 
of the year Cor native lamts, and, except, iu the latt*!r part of the hot weather, perhaps 
from duly to November, wind is apt to got up very quickly ami it is impossllile to 
rely on tlie ealmness ()f tin? .sea for two days lijgether. 

.Moreover, only the smaller ships eun viniture into tlie inner anelioragc 3J miles 
from the sliore. 'riic larger vessels, sneli as llis AIajesty’,s sliips " Hyacinth,” 
“ Proserpine,” *' Fox,” cannot enter, and when tliey arc driven to take coal have lu 
do so from tlie outer anchorage 7 or 8 milcsS away. 

Anotlier dillieuKy is that we iiave no ilireet control over eoolie.s, boats, or 
boatmen, and, owing to the vagaries of one and all and the ditlieiiUy of coaling 
.ships at sucli long distnnees from the sitor«', the pisieess is a most trying one liolh to 
those com^i’rncd with the ships at sea and with the coal on shoi*e. Tin* natural 
eonsequenee is that vessels as a rule avoid coaling at Biisliire, and the depot is cliietly 
used for tlie requireim'iits of the K.l.M.S. ” laiwivnce ” ami of tlio subsidized ships 
oecasiimnlly. 

Now the “ Unwrenee” and llis .Majesty’s three suh.sidized ships, “Sphinx,” 
“iiUpwing,” and “ lledlireast,” can all coal without incoiiveiiiencii and with much 
gix^aler practical facility at Biissorah, wliere a store of coal is kept for sah* to any 
vessel that may I’equire it liy a local Britisli mereliant. 

It would Mem, tlierel'oie, that if we only had lo consider smaller ships in this 
pari of the Gulf their needs could he supplied cutirelv hv the llosMuali conlraetor, 
[ir>s0 3 M 
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but in tin; absoncn of coal at Ilcnjam it is no doubt necessary that we should have 
some coal in the nortli of tbc (Julf available in ease of ui^ency for ships of any 
ordinary draught. 

I have the honour in this connection to ask that the Government of India will 
be pleased to consider, in consultation with the naval authorities, whether the coaling 
station at llnshire could not conveniently and usefully he dispi'nsed with and replaced 
hy one at Kowoit, where the harbour is much more sheltered and convenient for largo 
vessels and where the more frequent ap|)earanee of our ships which would result 
would have a useful effect in other ways. 

I would mention that, even if the Government depot at Bushirc were done 
away with, there would almost invariably, as now, be a store of coal in tbe godowns 
of one of the British shipping agents as at Bnssoinh, and as far as the “Ijawrcneo” 
is tioncerned it would be no more Ironhle for her to go to Koweit or Bussorah for 
coal than to go for water to the Shatt-el-.Vndi, which she has to do regularly in 
any case. 

.Should it he considered necessary to maintain any fixed arrangement at Bushirc, 
it might he held sullicient to entiw into a contract with some local merchant in which 
he would underhike to have not less than .lOO tons always available and to sell it to 
us at a tixed rale. 

(1. 1 recognize that this is a question which primarily concerns the naval 
nuthorit.ies, but as a depot at ICoweit -seems politically and practically to have a good 
many advantages over one at Bushire I have ventured to solicit consideration of it 
at tins stage, as it may be hold to alfeet the question, now before the Government, 
of the acquisition of part of Bunder Shweikh. 


luclosure 2 in No. 


Clfii’ernmtKl of Imliit to Cotinnoflorc .S/r G. IVarmider. 

(Coulidential.) da/i/15,1007. 

1 All directed to say that the Government of India have under consideration 
the desiisdiility of the abolition of the' erwd depiM at Bushire and the establishment of 
one at Koweit. 

The coal depOt at Bushire is maintained by this Ueparlment, hut it has been 
i-epresonled that the actual coaling nork, which is done under a contract arrangemont 
with a local tradei', is carried on under eireumstaiie<*s of gn.sit dillienlty and that the 
harbour itself has manv disadvantages. At Koweit the harbour is much more 
sheltered and convenient’ for large vi’ssels and the local Volitical Oflieer represenU 
that the more freiiuent appearance of our ships there would have a useful elfect in 
other ways. • 

2. 1 am to i-ecpiest that yoilr K.xeelleney will he. so good as to favour the Oovern- 
meiit of India hy wire with your opinion on tlie propostil. 


Inehisiire tt in No. .'iilD. 

('niiimoihi " •'Sir G. llVirreiufer to tinvcnmmt of fndin. 

Gii/tilidoini, .luhj 2t, lilOT. 

I ll .'.VH the honour to nckiiowledge the receipt of your Conlidenlial letter 
(lair'd the t.llh .hily, lil 07 , re stores and coal, a reply to which will he sent hy wire as 
soon as possihle. 


Iiielosiire t in No M.'ltl. 

<‘tniiiiitidnr>' itir G. trur/nu/er to Ooiri'inuritl of Iiiditi. 

(Telegraphie.) Colomlio, Amjinl !), 1907. 

r IIAVK no otijeelion to the proposed trainfer rif eoaling station referred to in 
yoiir letter of till' loth iillimo. 


• Inelosure 5 in No. 330. 

Government of India to Director of Roual Indian Marine, 

(Confidential.) 

(Telegraphic.) Awjust 26, 1907. 

Bl.liASE wire, in consultation with Examiner, if neeess.ary, cost necessitated if 
transfer of coal depftt, referred to in your unofficial communication of the 22nd July, 
is carried out. 


Inelosure 0 in No. 330. 

Director of Royal Indian Marine to Government of India. 

(Telegrapliio.) Hominy, September 6, 1907. 

YOUR telegram dated the 20th .August. 

After consulting Examiner, llarine .Accounts, can give no idea of cost of building 
at Koweit; suggest referring to Political Resident. 


Inelosure 7 in No. 330. 

Government of India to Director of Royal Indian Marine. 

(Tolcgrapliic.) September 19, 1907. 

REFERENCE correspondence ending with your telegram of the 5th instant. 
Please wire, after consultation with Examiner, it nece.ssary, cost of establishment 
and maintenance of Bushirc coal de|iflt. 


Inelosure 8 in No. 330. 

Director of Royal Indian Marine to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) liombay, September 21,1907. 

YOUR telegram of the 19th September. 

.Annual cost Bushire de)iol (stnblishment 070 rupei's, other tliiet tinting charges 
annual average landing coal, 3,370 rupees, goilown rent 1,000 rujiees, and miscel¬ 
laneous 90 rupees; total, 5,130 rupees. 


Inelosure 9 in No. 330. 

Government of India to Major CVr. 

(Telegraphie.) Simla, September 20, 1907. 

COAEING arrangements. Your loiter dated the 5th Alay. 

Please state initial and reeiirring ox)iendilure on Bushire eoaling station, and also, 
if station were transferred to Koweit, would Bunder Bhweikh foi*(giliorc be suitable 
for station ? 


Inelosure 10 in No. 330. 

Major Cox to Government of India. 

(Telegraphic.) .Sbiran, September 28, 1907. 

PEE.ASE sec your t(!legram dated the 2(lth September. 

I'lie foreshore in (|uostion seems to me to he emineiitly suited for the location of a 
coaling station, but 1 would recommend that you should invite the Commodore’s 
opinion. 1 will answer the linaneial <iuery later on. 
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Inclosurc 11 in No. 330. 

Government of India to Commodore Fiir G, Warrender, 

(Conlideiitinl.) S/m/zi, October 15, 1007. 

Wri’ll rcrcr(!nco to the eori'espondonec ending ^\nfh your tclcgrnni dated the 
3rd August, 1007, r<*gaidii»g the ai)o]ition of the coal dep6t at lUishire and the 
cstahlishmiuit ol one at Ko\v(*it. I nm directed to forward the? accotnjmnying copies of 
tciegraiiis/ and to n'quest that your Kxcelleney will he so gocnl as to favour the 
Govennneut of India with your views on lliesuitahility of tlie Uundcr Shweikh foreshore 
fur tlie location of the coaling station. 

2. 1 am also to inclosci copies of eorrespondeneo in eonneetion witli the acquisition 
of the fowishore.f 

Inelosure 12 in No. 330. 

Commodore e^ir G. iVarrender to Government of India, 

(Contidential.) Co/o»f6o, October 23,1907. 

IN reply to your Conridenllal lett<T of the loth instant-, l)c pleased to acquaint 
his Mx(a’lh*ney Mic N'iceroy and Ciov(.‘rnor-Oi'uenil in Council that 1 consider the 
JIunder Shweikli foreshore at Koweit is suitable for the proposed coal depot at 
that port. 

2. 'I'hc inciosun's to your letter under reply arc returned hei'cwith as requested. 


Inclosurc 13 in No. 330. 

Major Cox to Government of India. 

(Confidential.) liushire^ March 22,1908. 

WITH reference to Foreign Department telegiam, dated the 20ih Rejitcmhcr, 
1907, regarding lh<* proposed (rsiahlishinenl of a coal depot at ICoweit, 1 have the 
honour to forward a copy of corn'spoiidcuce wliiidi has passed between this office 
and tlic political Agent, Koweit, on the subject. 

2. Major Kuox estimates lh<; cost of imilding three godowns to hold 3,000 tons 
of coal besides allowing air span* and roum to work in, at 35,00t) rupees, hut ho 
Ihiiiks that hy a cand’ul manipulation of the exchange between dollar and rupee, ami 
hy importing for that [uirpose dollarvS from Hoinhay, mueh (^eonomy might he 
i*IVectcd. 1 have no comments to olVer on the estiiimtcs, whieh have been framed with 
the local knowli'dgc of the nites of lahonrand prices of materials, and I think that 
(hey may l»c accepted unless (he (lovi'rnment t>f hulia decide to have them prepared 
hy the Assistant Fngini'cr, IVnsian (lulf suh divishin. 

3. Next comes till* question of coaling (diarges. These .Major ICnox puls down 
as follows in a subs.'(|iienl commnnu>ation 

(a.) For ships coaling olT Bunder Shweikh at 1.5 nmias per ton. 

(/f.) For .sltips ('(Niling in iisnul anchorage at I r. Vi a. per ton. 

These ratis incluilc weighing and bagging (cost of hags inclusive), putting into 
boats, hoat-hire, and stacking into himkei-s on hoard tlic ship; they do not, however, 
seem to lake into account the wear and tear of the hags and the cost of mending and 
replacing those that have become uns«'rvie<*5il)le. 1 think, (hercrore, that 1 r. 8 a. 
and 2 rupis'S per ton would he ahout the corrocl rates for coaling in Bunder 
Shweikh and in the juvseiit aueliomge, respectively, hi Bushire we pay 2 rupees 
por toil uhen coaling in the inner harbour and 2 r. L a. per Ion in the outer 
anchorage. 

1. ’flieii comes the question of esUihlishment eharges. Major Knox proposes 

* 'r>-1i'.-nktti fi'iiiii <i>04'rii(iH’iil of liuiiu to Majtir itnteit S«‘{)ti iiiln-i 'Jt>, laoT; (eti'^'rniit I’hMii .Mujor 
i<> Uovt nmki'iit ol hi'H.u iao7. 

t l.i'th-r fhuu M.ijoi r..\ lo iioviTttiiii*hl I'f liiiii.i, I'VUrimry to, i;i07, uiiU inoliwiifi*a; Iclk'gram 
fr-'ui S. i ivi.ir.v of StHt** loi- hkiiiit. .huir *.*6. l;'o7: fom. i«o\4‘nmu*ia of Imliti to Slujor Cox, 

iliil* ■! -Uil,' I : h it ;:i.nu I" 4‘ii‘iurv »il .Si.iio f -t liidiii. .luh 7. li'07 ; l«lrH:ouu fioiu 8«i'rcUry 
Ml -I 'l. i‘ ‘ liulin, killed liil> ■.*:!. r.iik7 j t«'l.'>rrrtnk from ioi\cikiun*ikl 'if India t" MnjMr dut*.'*! Jkily :I0, 
I in; • iiOk> fio»' M.ij ij’ I’ov to tMivt-ruiiH'iit of India, kliil<*4l Jkily a, r.'a7. 
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two watchmen as permanent establishment, and thinks that the duties of tindnl and 
weighman can best be intrusted to the Indian crew of the Politiwil Agent’s 
launcli. I do not, how’cvcr, consider that it would l)c feasible to utilize their services 
in coaling nmttt‘rs. T doubt wliether the crew would be always available for coaling 
w'ork, as they will have their own work in the launch to attend to. and it may not 
nnfrequently happen that the launch is away wdien a shi]) has to he coaled. 

I think, therefore, that the coal depdt should have its own separate permanent 
cstahlisliment, consisting of a tindal and two weighmen. Tlieso men should he 
located at the dopofand act as watchmen as well. 'Tlie rate of pay which may 
have to be allowed to secm*e good men may be 1 ‘oughly estimated as follows:— 

One tindal at 35 rupees per mensem. 

Two w'atchmen at 25 rupi*es each per mensem. 

'The total cost of estahlishiug a c-dil dop6t at Koweit would thus be- - 

Itiipee^. 

Iikitial charjfua.. . .. .. .. .. 36,000. 

Recurring chnrgeo— 

Wftge.s .. .. .. .. •• .. 1,020 per anikktm. 

IVli.v repair;*, &c. (skkv) .. .. .. .. 30 „ 

Totiil .. .. .. I, too „ 

The cost of the present Bushire depot is as follows;— 

Rent of ifOkloNviis— 

Two at 80 ni|)oes |H*r moiisom 
Mve, at 220 krans per meusem .. 

Wftges— 

Olio (iudal lU 2(1 rujiow |wr immseiii .. I = 4.1 rs 

Two wcigliJiien, nt 12 rupocn each {h-t menaem / 

Total .. .. .. .. 2,31)0 „ 

By the transfer of the ilepot to Koweit a saving of 1,200 rupees per annum 
would’he eirected in rceiirrinj,- expenditure, and we should ho loft with the initial oust 
estimated for managiu!; the dei)iil, namely, 3'),000 ru])eos. 

5. With regard to' the eonstruetion of a jetty aad a light tramway whieli liave 
boon suggosled Iry Major Kuox, I fully eoucar with him tluit if tla;se pmjeirts wi-ro 
carried out the coaling arraugemciits In Koweit would l>e placed on a very satisfactory 
footing, wliieli would no doul)t lie welcomed t)y tlic Navy. 

Tlie expediency or otlierwiso of ineurriiig this expenditure now seems to depend 
upon the (luestioii 'of the degree of importance witli wliieli Koweit is likely lo lie 
invested in llie near future. This (lucstioii will no doulit receive due consideration at 
tlie liands of Govermiieiil. 


Inelosure 11 in No. u30. 

CVipKiin Tirror (/or Major Cox) to Major Kuox. 

Hurhirv. .Junuanj 7, li)08. 

1 U.VVK the lioiionr to inform you tliat the tiovornnieiil of India liave under 
eonsiderutioii tlie (piestion of alwlisliin'g tlie Cioveniment coal depdt at Husliire (wliero, 
as you arc aware, tlic conditions for coaling ships are extremely ineonveiiieiit) and of 
creating one at Koweit instead. 

1 am desired to report the initial and reeiirriiig expenditure in coimeeliim witli 
tlie depiit at Husliire, and to give similar estimates of jirolialile initial and recurring 
cost in case of Koweit. 

f attaeli a Momorandnm giving details regartliii}; the Bushire de|M‘il, and reipiest 
tliat you will put me in posscs.sioii us fur as possitilo of similar mfonimtioii and 
estimates for Koweit. 


Rui>ec4. 

9C0 por nnikuiii. 
812 


.*>28 






230 


•231 


Inclosurc 15 in No. 330. 
yffimornndum respecting Bushire Coal Dep6t. 

1. ON an average 3,000 tons arc rcquii*c<l per annum, but the quantity demanded 
annually is regulated on t!ie basis of llu‘ avein^ consumption of t!»e three previous 
years, and the result arrival at is multiplied by so as to complete the supply for 
2\ )•(«»•«, which we arc supposed to kee]) in stock. 

2. We have the following ))uildin';s for storing coal ifl Bushirc, viz. («) a 
caravanserai containing three godowns of the dimensions given in the margin ;• (6) 
one gofh>wn larg<j and thme godowns small, dimensions as per margin.t No veil- 
tilatois arc njquir(Ml if properly ('overod eoal-sheds arc built after the fashion of the 
godowns at presimt in our occupation here. I am trying to have a sketch of them 
taken for tlte information of Major hnox. 

3. Our eoal <^stablishmont hero, which was only sanctioned in July 1903, consists 
as follows:— 

One tindal on 20 rup<‘cs = 75 krans. 

Two weighmon on 12 rupoijs = 15 krans each, and I tliink the same strength will 
have to Ihj engjigcd at Koweit. 

1 would, however, observe that if a trustworthy man as a contractor for shipping 
and landing eoal eonld he found in Koweit, who could also be intrusted with the 
etislody of IIjc eoal under the supervision of the Tolitical Agent’s Ofllce, tlicre would 
he no ni?ed for a coal establishment. Of course fln^ contractor will requii*o liberal 
frc^atmenl in the matter of mtes for shi])pin.g and landing coal. llci*e wc jmy 2 rupees 
per ton for shipping coal in the inner aneliomge and 2* l' rupees per ton in the outer 
nnchonige. 'i’lie eiuirges for sliipping iiudnde labour for weighing and bagging the 
eoal, putting it into lighters, eonveying to the ship to he cotilcd, and putting and 
storing it «)n board, 'riie charges also Include tin* cost of gtinny bags. The charges 
for landing inelmle liglitemge from the .^hip to shore and stacking the coal in the 
godowns, 'Fin* Omlraelor hen* is supp(»s<>d to hav(! about 20t) tons bagged and ready 
for iminediah: shipment. A regular contract will liavc to be drawn more or less on 
the lines indicated licrc. 


Inclosurc Id in No. 3.'i0. 

Mii'lur Knox to .W«/or Cux. 

tCmilhlciitial.) ‘ KmreU, Jumiarg 22, 1908. 

1 11.AVI) I he honour to acknowledge the r»'ccij)t of your Oonfidentiul letter dated 
tlie 7lh .ianiiary, 190S, .and, in reply, to forw.ard a .Memorandum, in wliieli 1 havo 
dom* my he.sl lo estimate tlic proh:ii)lc initial and recurring cost of establishing the 
(lovernnnmt e(Kd <lcpjM at Koweit. 


Iiiclosni'c 17 in No. 330. 


A’o/r OH prutmbU' Initial and llecnn ing dust of Estaldisliiiuj the Government Coo/ Depot 
at lOnreit, 


Cost of Masonry ChMlowns. 


liiiH'r mi-{i‘'iinaiioii( -IH x sO x IA 
Twu walls, .'>2 x a x 7 x i 


Tw.i wnlln, .‘»2 X :? x l.'» x *2 /•ta 
Two ronmlitlioii walln. sn x 3 x 7 
Tw<i wall-., SO y :i X l.*» x 2 fwl 
I'liiitli HO X IH x 1 fexo 

Twi'lvc pillar". 3 x U x l.'i fivt 
Twclvo pilfurH, -t X 1 X 


’ L* fi-ct 


fwi 


t'Hlm? f«x‘t. 
•J.1H.I 
3,K>0 
3.3i;0 
•t.HiO 
3,h40 
1,020 
1.34-1 


'I'lital hloiie work 

N.B.—•PiumdiitiuHs Hilly 0 fix-t Iwlow N.>i!. 


.. . ., 20.2CH 

Kxtrn fool rcspunxl fur plinth. 


• I wo puilown* .if nnifiirm liintoiiMtiU": Ifiigtli, .'iS ffut; hnndtli, .‘iO fivt: huiKhi, M fwit. Ono 
jj*h}iiwii: leMirih. 22 fiTl; M fuel: It'» fiH*t. Monthly runt. HO ruixx’S. 

t Ihn* ji»Hlowitt U‘n;;lli. 00 fuui; Iwu.vltli. lofii't; lifigbl. Id fivt. M«>nihly rent, UiO kmita. Three 
(;udown" «if uniform diniun^iou'*: length, 20 hna: bremlih, 27 fwl; hei^flit, l/i feet. Monthly rout, 
120 kratiH. 


Say, 20,000 cubic fed of atone rs 100 Iwom-loads, .it 1.3 dolLirs per 

load plus* portoragij « 1,300 dollars, cvniivnlunt, at 180 per cent., to .. 2,34.0 

JuFs, lalwtir, and water Bt twice tho nliovo liguru (say).. .. 5,000 

It is a question whether one of cement lo ihrtx* of sand would not \xt 
more satisfactory with sea-water Immly, and it appears e.ssentittl 
for foundations. The resuUing damp sliould not injure the coal. 


Fifftvn lx?ani.s, each 10 feet long, 24n-fmit mn, at 2 dollars jwr foot st 

4H0 dollars, equivalent, at IHt) jxw eenl., to .. 864 

Qy. Whether steei lieani.s or old rails doubled could not t o u.sed; more 
economical and struiiger. 

Kightoen score chandal-s or l)orUees, M feet long, at 35 dollars [x*r score, 

pluH iwrUrage .. .. .. .. .. i.i.T| 

Warehouse doors and windows .. .. .. .. .. 300 

Hoofing, mud, latM>ur, biiscinlH, and bawaris .. .. .. .. 500 

Kxcavatioii for foundations .. .. .. .. .. .. .'iOO 

Ten j>or cent, for contingoncios .. .. .. .. .. 1,233 

Total cost.. .. .. .. 11,7U1 


Tiiree godowns of the above type would cost 35,000 rupees appro.\imately. 
They would represent ] 72,800 <nibic fe(*t, which should accommodate, at 18 cubic 
feet per ton, .3,000 tons. Allowing for air s|wcc and rooms to work in, this docs not 
seem excessive. 

'riie estimates arc pitched rather high on purpose. Aluch economv might ho 
ofTccted by the careful management of the dollar. A chest of 10,000 dollars'iniglit 
be brought fix>ni liomhay. It will he noticed that twenty-one yr^ars’ rental at Hushire 
rates would ])ay for the initial cost, and repairs of a substantial .slntclure like the 
above sliould he trifling. 

The ditties of tindal and weighmon could best he intrusted to the Indian crew 
of the Political Agent's launch, and (licir labour paid for by the job at t annas 
per ton. 

A eoujdi.* of local watchmen would ho required, and it would lie ncet'ssjtry to ]>ay 
them at high mte.s of pay living at tli.ut distance from the town; 25 rupees per 
mensem would sufliee per man, Init they would havo to he snjtplit.'d with water, 
which would cost: initial storage Umks, (JO rupce.s = recurring monthly, 1.5 rupees. 
Tlie roeurring expenditure would have to he doubled i)rohal)ly for the Indian crew of 
stcam-launcli. 

As regards loading the coal, the tnost simple, though certainly eostiv, armnge- 
ment would lie a jelly—extreme length 200 yards—which would bring one iiito 
20 feet of water at lowest tides, and alonuside whieh most .sliips likelv to want coal 
here for .some \mo. could lie. The cost j)f this is a nmtt(‘r for experts. 

Expert knowl(‘dgc would also he able to sjiy whether a light tramway say 
2o0 yards long straight Iroin the coal-sheds to the sea, along wliich truck-loads 
could he slioved right up to the sliip’s side—would imi reduce tlie time and labour 
of loading and unloading lo a minimum. Thu jetty would, of course, he useful for 
many otiu r purposes. 

Coelics aii‘ procumhle, hut would require a high wage, prohahiv 2 dollars per 
day per head. Steiimer wants 299 tons estimnttid cast of coolie lahtmr. Required: 
gang of sixty men, workim; one whole working dav at 2 dollars pin* head, 120 dollars 
s= 201- rnpoos. 

AVith tlte tnieks and tramway forty men would sutflco and do tlie job quicker. 

MV must add cost of bagging coal. But the whole thing should ho done within 
1 r. 8 a. per ton, exclusive, of cost of building jetty, tramway, godowns, provision 
of trucks, and rejiairs to ahrive plus cost of pcrmaiumt esiahlishment. 

(Signea) S. G. KNOX, Major, 

Political Agent, A’omtiV. 
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No. 3.31. 


Mr. Marling la Sir E'lward dreg.—{Iteceived June S-l.) 


(No. 1.52.) 

(Tolc^nipliic.) P. , Tehran, .lune 24,1908. 

SrrUA rK)N. lly toloKiaoi No. 151 ot iho 23i(l instant. 

Ill roply to our mtissago, profuse assiiniuces were given Iiy the Shall and special 
onlers were issued for the protection of tlie telegraphs and the Imperial Bank of 
Pensia. . 

Isite last nigiit Taghi /Cadch, another l)eputy,aiid live journalists who were iii fear 
of their lives took hast in tlie legation in town. 

Almnt thirty proiniiient iiieiiihers ol Popular party, mostly nietiibers of Lnjuniens, 
and journalisls, liave liceii arrested liy the Shah. 

I do not aniieiiiale danger to Kiiropeaits, and town remains quiet. 


[218451 No. 3.32. 

Mr. Marling to Sir Edward Greg.—{Received June 21.) 

(Teiegmpliie.) P. Tehran, June 24. 1908. 

fill; Italian Minister has been applied to for protection by the Minister of 
I’inaiiee. , , ., , , 

In spite of the efforts of the .Military Attachd to prevent it. tho number ot 
refugees in Uis Jlajesty’s Legation is increasing. 


(,216181 

iS'iV liduutrd Grej^ to Mr. Marlintj. 

1 '. Foreign OJfice, June 24 , 1008 . 

W'l'PII rcfoiviud to Mr. Wralialaw’s lelciiiam No. .40 iesi>ecting tho frontier 
(lispuif lirtu'con iVrsia ami Turkey. 

li Is very <le>.iral)le that tin- Per.siaii t'Dininissioncr slioiilil pul his proixisalforward. 
You sliimhl urge iliis on the I’eisian CJovcrninent. 


(210101 No. 331. 

Foreign OJ/ice to India Office. 

Foreign Office^ June 24, 1908. 

M'ITJI rcfereiiee to your letter of the 1st ultimo relative to tlie proposal of 
Messr... Bllinger and Co. for the formation of a Company to work tlie Concession held 
hv till- .Mniii-ct-'l'njjar for the extraction of red nxide on tlie Island of JloriiiuJ',, I 
uin direeliMl l>y Seei’Otary Sir I'ahvard Urey to transiiut to you lierewith copy of a letter 
from tliat Him slating tliat they contempinto eeusiiig to work the tmsiness through 
Messrs. I'Vaiik C. Slrick and Co. (Liniiled), and eitlier placing tho contract in tho 
hands of Mi'ssrs. Audn*w Weir and Co. or undertaking to sell thomsidves on behalf of 
tile Muin.® ... . .c «• 

Me.ssrs. KUingerexpress the hope that this change in their plans will not iiiterrcro 
with tlic suiiijorl proinis4*d to their enterprisi* by liis Majesty s (lovcrninont. 

1 am to inform vou tliat it appeai-s to Sir K. Grey that, so long ns tins entcrpriso 
lemains in Uritisli ‘hands, the nuostion of what tlrm or Company is selected Ijy 
Messrs. KUimu'i* to work the Concession is immaterial, and he would accordingly 
propose, subject to the coneurreneo of Viscount Morley, to n'tiirn to the tirms letter 
a replv in tiu.s sense, and to eonvey to them an assurane(| of the continued support 
of llis .Nfajesly’s Uovernment through His Majesty’s Legation at Tehran. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) 1..01 j IS MALLLT. 


• .No. 301. 
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r219373 No. 335. 

India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received .June 25.) 

Sir, India Office, June 21, 1908. 

1 .\.\1 directed to aekiiowle«lgo your letter of the 12tli instant, asking for the 
views of the Secretary of Si.no for India ou tho suggestion made by Ilis Majesty's 
Charge d’.\ffairi‘s ui Tehmii in his telegram No. 1.45 of tlie 5th instant, that, the Rritish 
firm, referriMl to in your lottc'i* of tho 21st .April, who have applied to tho Persian 
Government for a Concession to work oxide on Sirri Island, should now obtain through 
tlie British authorities a Coneession ti-om ilio Sheikh of Shargah. 

Ill reply, I am to say that it appears to Viscount Morley that Mis Majesty’s 
Uoveifinieiit arc precluded from acting on ihi.s suggestion by the Hi.iiomeiH iu the 
nolo to tile Pcisian (lovcriiment, inelosofl with Sir .\. llardingc’s despaleh No. 104 
of llic l.'nli .hme, MMIl, that “ wc have* not iusistod on the Persian Uovernment 
removing its llag from llu' Island of »Sirri till tin? eoiilrovcrsy lietwecn tho two 
Uovornments as to tho owiiersldp of tho island, whieh originated many veal's ago, hue 
been reciprocidly settled.” 4'liis statement, on the other hand, would justify His 
Majesty’s Oovermuont in prohibiting the grant of the ('oneo.ssion, without their 
consent, by the Persian Uovernment, to any of llu‘ other applicants reforred to in 
Mr. Marling’s Iclegrani. 

In these ein'iimstanccs, it appellr^ 1 m‘s| io l/ird .Morle.y to adiiere to thi- view 
e.xpressed, after eonsultation with llio Uovornmciil of rndia, in my letter of the 
2nd instant, that no protest need Ihj niiuh- agidnsi the grant of the Coneession to 
Messrs. Ilaji Ali Akhar and Sons, of Manchester, subject to the giiarantco named in 
your letter of the 2lst April, viz., that iliey will control the Couce.ssion as a British 
Company in British iiitcresls, and will not transfer it or allow if to bo shared in by any 
foreigner. 

Mr. Marling might Ik* instriiUcd to ixiint out to the Persian Uovcrumimt. with 
reh'reiiee to Sir ifanlinge’s note nioniioiied above, that llic grant of a Coneession, 
without our eonsent. would loa<l to the assertion by llis Maje.sly's Uovornmmil of the 
claims of the .Itiwasmi Chief to the island. 

I am. iVi*. 

(Signed) A. UODLKV. 


[21936] N'o. :;.4G. 

India Office to I'oicigu ();.’'cc. ■(Rreeicfd Juiif 25.) 

Sir, India Office, .lane 24, llM).''. 

I A.M tlirected by Viscount .Morley t<» invite the attention df the .Seenuary of Stuio 
for l•'oreign .MTair.'^ to the telegram N** I I I of the ! 7tli instant from Mis .Majesty’s t ‘Imrge 
d'AiTaires at Ttdiran, reiHirting a statement by (ho Uussian Consul at T«irbal-i*l(aidai'i 
that his Uoverument luivc apjHiinted a (’oloiiel on the Stall "j tlie Ueneml Uiru'cr 
(’onimanding iu Turkestan to be Military Aitaeheat Seihtan in the plaei* uf the dnigoman 
ree4*ntly di'Coas(*<l. 

Such an appointment appears to Lord .Morley eeriain to ere.iti- a degm* of frleiion 
detrimi'iilal to the policy underlying the recent .\greeii!i‘ni «‘oiieerniiig Persia, and 
opposed to its spirit, lie would sugge.st, for Sir K. Urey'*-- e<Misideralion, tluil the 
Uiissian < tnvermiaMil slioiild be asked not to give elbs’t to llu* appointment if it is found 
that they are eoiitemplatiiig it. It will be reiiienibercd that Mr. Marling, in his telegram 
No. liS ol the lllih Fcliruary last, rep<»rti'd a <leiiial by the ILissian Minister of any 
intention on the part of his Uovenunent to increase their (’oiisular staff iu Seislan. 

l,ord Morh*y rmignizes that a repre.sontation on tho Hubj<*et to the Uiissian Oovf?ni- 
inenl may be followwl by a ro(|uest from them for the witiulrawal of tlio .Military Atiaehe 
at .Mi'slied. Th(‘two api)ointmonts are not on (he Hamo f(H>ting, the British ollu'er ul 
Meshed having b<-en stationed lliere for sonu- time before tlie eommeiicement of the 
negotiations that Icfl to the Agreement. But if the Uussiaii Uovernment press 
the point, tlie i{ue.sti(m should be governed, in Isml .Morley's opinion, i)y the (’oiirtideni* 
tions wide)) caused the deeision iu tlie matli i' of the Seislan le]>-grapli line to abandon 
our claim for the retention of British signallers in ih(‘ Uussian /one, in order to iiiBun' 
the exclusion of Uii.ssiun signallei's froni ihe British zone. 

In (lie event of Its being found necessary to wlthdniw our .MiUkary .\itaehe from 
Mesheil, the obvious course would lie to station him in Seisiau, whence it would he 
pos*iiblc for him (*> carry on his work, though porliaps not tpiiu- so elTuctivcdy. The 
i.'.str .3 o 
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appointinpiit of a Militarj' Altac;h6 al McsheJ, if itiore is not one already at that place, 
ia not a tiiattcr that could 1 n‘ iiucationcd hy Ills Majesty'a Government. 

I am, &C. 

(Si"nc<ll A. GOI)LK\. 

[21949] No- 

hiilm OJJlrr lo I'omijn Office.—(Hecmed ./uiir 2.").) 

rilK rn<li'r-Secrelary of Slate for India presents liia compliminits to the Under- 
Secretarv of State for Korei_t;n AlVairs, and, hy direction of V^iseoiint Morley. torwaials 
herewitli. for the information of the Seereltivy of State, copy of tt teletrram to the 
Vii:eroy, dated the 2:!rd instant, relative lo the reported aitpointmont of a Unssian 
.Military .Mtaclii' in Seisttin. 
flit/ui OJJiCf, Jtmt- 25, lOOH, 

Inclosurc in No. 337. 

TfACOM/W yforlni to Government of Indin. 

('I'elcf'niphie.) I*. India Office, Jnne 23, VMH. 

.■\ 1‘1’()I.\T.\I li.M' of Colonel on the stall' of Officer Comuiandini,', Iurkest.an, us 
.Military .tllaehe to the Unssian Consulate, Seistan, is reporti'd hy Itussian Consul at 
Tarhat.-i-Haiihiiri. .SMi;j;t‘silon ha.s been made lo the Foreign Office that tltey should 
ru(jnnsi Kiissiaii (i<»v(*rnnun>t that, as apixtinhiient \v«)uhl !«• inconsistent witli policy 
mnlerhin^ nssnit Agreement, tln^y should not give eilect to it if they have it in 
eonlemplalion. Tt would, however, he iliHieull lo resist demand for withdrawal of 
imr olliem from .Meshed, lo which such a risim'st may of course lead. Suggestion has 
heen made tliai mil Altaeln- at .Meshed might carry on his work, though not so 
elleetivi'lv as at preseiil, from .Seistan, and tlial, if necessary, he should he withdniwn 
lo that piace. I shall he glad lo have your views as soon as possible hy telegraph. 

1219581 No. .'tr’sS. 

.Ml. O'licirne In .s'ir liilir tril drey.—(llereivcd .lane 2.'i.) 

(No. 1112.) . , , 

(Telegraphic.) I>. Prte«/ony/,, ./.»ie 2o. I'.UkS. 

M1NI.‘<TI’.I; for l'’ori-ign AlTaiis ,omplaiiied lo ini' lo-ilay, ihongh in the mo.si 
friendly manner po.ssil.le, of the fuel that, as reported liy .M. de llartwig. a crowd 
of refugees have taken hast al llie Urilisli la-gation. His F.xeolleiiey considers lhat a 
viTV unfurliinpri'ssion will lif priiilnriMl hy lliis <*ir<;uiusluncu. In inpl\. I 
inlonm-ii lii> Kxr.'ll.nu-v that Ilif^ Majrsly’s Unpn-snnlalivr al 'Pehrati liad mporti-il lhal 
suinr P'luurrshafl fnlcn'.! Lf^alii)n. ai of Military Aitarlu* havmg rnmainctl tla-re 
with spffial iustrui*lion?i lo provonl hast l»'in;,j taken. 1 lie sli*icn‘st inslrnelions 
a/^aiust allowing praelifr lanl liern sent lo Hi?' Majerflyt' lx*^alion, )>nt 1 iH'lioNeil 
it was 'JHtnelimes prartioally inijMWsihIo lo provoiil its ln‘inf» resorU’il lo. 1 auund lhal 
I knew fiiai ilntsc wlm Innl laken rrfn^'r in tlf l>*;;uiion wonM a?« ?«M»n a> jxjssihle lx* 
iinineotl t<i leave. 

1219521 No. 

Mr. Sfortiuij to •'^ir Edinird G'ey. —{lieceived June 2.5.) 

(Teh'i'mphic.) I'- TvUran. June 2.5, I'.IOS. 

FUiiri'ING in I'ehran. Mv imimxliately premliiii; tcle^jram. 

Tlie first shot was nmlmihledly fired !»y the ptxiple in the mosque ami Assembly, 
amont; whom some Deputli's were ineliid»*d. Aceordin^ to the Kussinn account, 
thoii'jh losim; iieavily. the parly of Cos-iaeks, umbra Russian olTicer, appears to huvt* 
sliown consnb'mble lorhearanei' pendini; tin* reeei])t of orders from Ihe Shah. 1 
believe, on the otln*r hand, that every prejiaration liad heen made to eh‘ar (lie mosque 
liy tbree if this proved ne<a'ssary. In any ease, tin* Shah liud reasonable irround for 
takiiif; strong measun^s, as the’altmh was made hy the iwpular party on the troops. 
It is mlmitted iiy the Russian ollioers that fhrounhout the |H)pulnr iwirly purposely did 
not fire at them. , , i. i, • 

Tliep* was no disturbance durin^ the night of the 23rd, and tlic following day 
some shops wen* open and tlie town was orderly. The houses of one or two Notables 
Buspeeted of being eonoerned in the agitation against tho Shah were however attacked 
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hy tin* troops liy the Sliah s orders. An entry was forced by gun-fire, and the troops 
hH)ted the contents. Four bonces h.ave heen so treated in the two days, and it is 
believed that others will he treated in tho same way. 

KITorU are being made 1«» eateh Deputie.s, and several, ineluding the President of 
I he Assimihly, have already been arrested. 

'rhe An]umens sj.hmu to In* eoweil; tlmir supporters are falling away, and the Sliah 
1ms <iomplefc mastery. Yesterday morning two ])risonors wen* strangled at tlio Slmli's 
eainp, and tln'iv are'aboul tldrly persons, otlier than Deputies, under arrest. There 
are now in tin* I>egation fifty n*fui;ees. 

There has been fighting in Tabreez between the popular parly ami the Shah’s 
]mi*tisans. Tliero is no sign from the otlier jirovinees, and the Zil-es-Sultan is trying 
to dissociate himself from the agitation. 

Europeans do not, in my opinion, run any danger, 

[21953] No. 310. 

yfr. Marling lo Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 25.) 

(No. 15.5.) 

(IVlcgrapliic.) P. Tehran, June 25, 190S. 

POLITICAL situation, ^^y telegram No. 154 of to-day. 

Y»*sterday afternoon the Seerctary of tho Ministry for Foreign Alfairs came to seo 
me at tins l,.egation in town, bringing a message from the. Shah. His Maiesty 
expressed surprise at hearing that tin* ]..ogation was encouraging peoph* to take bast, 
and slated tliat^ such a jiroeeeding w’as in contradiction w’itb our know’ii })obcy of non¬ 
intervention. 

I replied that tlie n*rng(x*s had come hy no act of mine, Imt very much against 
my will, and that the reports wliieh had reached His .M.ajesty were quite untrue. I 
stated that, thongli I had no wish to intervene, there wms a point at wldeh abstention 
became inhumanity—the two executions at the Shall's camp unhappily proving that 
the persons wlio had taken hast in the Legation had reason to loar for their live*!. 
While doing my host to discourage others from taking refuge in tlic Liigation, I would 
j)i'evi*nl those persons who w(‘re alri*ady there from partiinpating in tlu; pri'sent 
struggle, hut tliat, witluml guamnter for a fair trial, I could not surrender tliose who 
had souglit our protection, except on in.struetioiis IVom my liovernment. I stated that 
such a thing would not he toh*rated hy public opinion in England. I had received 
Ills M.ajesty’s solemn assuniuees to n'speet the (bmstitntion, and tin? Shah’s action in 
arn‘sting Deputies and attacking the Assembly looked to me v(?ry like an attempt to 
abolish that Constitution. I .added that 1 had also heard, with great regret, lhat the 
death penalty had been inllicled on two. of tlie prisoners, and I exjm’ssoil tlie earni'st 
Inipe that lli.s Majesty would not ordc'r any more such cxeeiitioiis. 

I.aler I p.aid a visit to tin* Minister for Foreign AlTairs, at whose liouse I fouml 
the Secretary. 1 rcjicated to his Highness the same language. Tin* Secretary 
proceeded to Bagh-i-Shah, and brought tin? following reply from His Majesty : The 
Shah stiitetl tlmt In? had ln.*en oldiged to take measures to a*ston* order in view of the 
stale of the town. His Majesty explained tlmt the Constitution was suspeinleil, and 
adminislralivo justice heeniin* necessary wln‘n a stati* of siege was declared, hut (hat 
he hml not forgotten his promis(‘s, whi(?li he would observe; no more executions were 
to lake place, and the prisoners who had aln*ady heen put to <l(*ath had had a f.'iir, if 
summary, trial. The Sliuh, however, asked me to give him a list of our hastis. 1 
rel'iised, and staled that 1 liad little Ihilh in fairness of the alleged trial of tho two 
persons executed. I repea(e<l Hint 1 wimld do my liest lo diseounige others from 
coming to take hast, hut that, without in.struelions from His Majesty’s (lovernment, I 
(?ould nut ninlortake to do mon?. 

While tlie Secretary was ahs4*iit I pressed Ala-es-Sullaneh lhat the Shah should, 
in proof of Ins sineerity, give Ins prisoners a puhlie. trial, and convoke the Assembly at 
once. I obtained a promise from liis Higliaess that lie would urge this course upon 
His .Majesty, imt liis liighne.ss inliinated, as his personal and eonlulential ojiinion, that 
the Shah would follow m-advice hut tlmt ol tin* Russian Colonel of Cossacks. The 
Minister for Foreign AiVair.> also hinted lhat it was possihh* lhat, in order to prevent 
people from taking refuge in tin* Legation, His Maji sly might station troojis round it. 
1 replied tlmt 1 could not permit any hut peae4*ful methods to he employed, and 1 have 
given Major Stokes iiislruetions to refuse to admit all otlier refugees until 1 have 
reeeivetl your instructions. 

The presence of hastis al our Legation has much annoyed Russian ^Hnister. U 
shows, he says, that wc are not acting in uecordanei? with policy of nomintervontion. 






He liimself received Amir BMmdur .Tfini;. end, durins tlie crisis, even allowed liim to- 
,•,.1010 the Shah, hut this if, de llartwi- appeai-s to forcict. 

We are accused hv iKiimlav party of luiving ahandoned them, and it is the general 
opinion that the Shah's rau;i (I'P.lnl has hcon successfully earned out with Russian 

support arul oul* imwillini; as'iont. , , * 

Cossjwk i'oarils wr-rc postcil noar I.oi'.ation aft.or I left t he to^n. _ 

1219541 Xo. nil. 

Mr. Marl'my tu Sir liihmrit firinj.-~{Hvcpirrtl .hint' 2D.) 

rrrl('”’moIiic ) !’ 7’tf/im'i, Jttnr 25, 

' ''ft) I’lrcvciil people l.avinu aeeiss lo llie Legalion troops have Ixieli plae<-d all 
lonnd the garrlen, and evioi l.egalion sia vants lind dilhelilty in coining in and out. 1 
rtuisidi’r tliis an act of j'loss disiMiurtesy. and I am prolnstmi' against it. 

1218481 No.;512. 

Nji- hUhnirfl drt'ti ht Mt'. O’/h'jVae. 

(Teiegmidlie.) 1'. . /'omV/a 0#cr ./aae 2oJ908. 

MA<M-'JH)NIA. With ivhMviic*- Uj my iiiinu<liattdy piyeodm<; telegram. 

'rill- Uussian Ainliassador, nndor iastnu-tiuus IVom M. Uvolsky, has given me a 
salisfaelorv assurance lhal llie laller will l.uid his support to ihc inlorpretalion we wish 
III phiia; in lim i-xpri-ssimi “donzu-mos proyi.^oiros and tin- l(th Aiticle oI tUi. 

Instniflioa willi n-gard to ihi* selection of utrudsds. , ,, , r .1 

Ihitil ita* text of tin- I'lissian iioti- is n-i-i-ivi-d we slndl lakt- ihj fnrtlu r a<-Uon. 


121954] N(>.:U3. 

•Sir ICfhvartf (irnj lo Mr. O'lh'trnf. 

('r.'Um’idiie.) I'. 

vIiu"'!ihonld eoimnunleal.' to llie Minislcr for I’oreign .\ITairs auli.slnuce of 
Mr Mailings telegrams Nos. I.') 1 to l.-.li, logelher with that of my telegram -No. Ifl scut 
in reply, mid iirgeiilly re,past that .Mr. Marlings r.■pt•esentatlolls may ri.reive Ills 

''"' “(''nr.Mdim'iTAtia.-lu'' was iiislrm-tcl hv Ills Majesty's I 'harge d'AITaircs I,) refuse 
hast hat it wasunpossihh' to carry out this instructimi with ahsolulc exactitude, and 
in'eons.apaaa-,. son,., haslis are now at the Legation. Instrm-tions air heing sent 
to Mr Marlin-' lo ilisi-.mrage oilier refugees from following their owuniJe, lull It Is 
ohv'ious lhal W,' .■mmol give ihem up wilh.mi ireeiving a gnarante,-, iior .■aii we refus,- 
hast in I'li'es wli.'r,' ilangi'r 1" lih' is iinmineiil. , , o, i ■ i • . 

Mis Maieslv’s (i.iverumeiil ,ll■,■pl.v resent llm aellon ,d lie; hhali in |daemg Insips 
round llis Maji'sly's l.<'galion ami lliiis liimlering ,-gre.ss ami ingress, lliis eoiislilutes 

an ael of gross ,riseonrt,*sy. . e ,• „i 

h isllm .•arm.-sl .l>•sire of llis .Maj.'.sly', < iov.-riimeiit to avon eoiuplieatioiis, and 
Ihev W.add mneh regin it if ihey w,-re for,r,l lo 1.1 lui act 1011 at the present tmaneni 
a.'a'iiisl the Shah will, a vi.-w of upholding their dignity, lliis will, howrvrr, heroine 
' inevilahh- if ih.' troops ar,' not willnliawii iinim-ilial.-ly. 

If v.ai are ask.'d hv M. Isv.dsky wlial w,- irn'iin hy .■.y.eliiig reparalioii, you me 
milhori's,',! I" inform his K.xeelleney that ymi presume it wmihl iiieitii the naval 
.Ka’iii'iilion id sonu' port in tin- soulh. , ,, , . • , 

Von slnml.l sugg. si lo his Kxeelhan-y lhal we should semi iiistruetioiis ill eoneeiI 
lo llm l!,'preseiitaliv,-s of tin- luo I’owers lo press tin- Shah lo give a Imr (rial lo all 
persons arresli',1 ami 10 eimvoki- a ineeling of ihe Assi'iiihly._ 


1219541 No. ill 1. 

•Sir Hthnirtf (hvy lo Mr. Murlinij. 

('r,'i,'gl’iphie.) 1’. I•m■(■iyn OJ/iff, June 25, lODiJ. 

Srri'A'I'ltl.'v ill I’ei-sia. ii-.. i 

Your aeti-m ami language as reporle.l in ymir lelegrams Nos. Lid ami lot, has m> 

'""'I'nless you r.aeive a guarantee that a lair trial will he given, or a safe eouducl to 
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the frontier granted, you should refuse to give up those already in Ijasl. And although 
it may in some cases he impossible lo refuse, you are right in discouraging other 
refugees from coming lo Ihe faigatiou. 

'I'he I’ersimi Government should be informed that the action of the Shah in 
stationing troops round llis Jlajesty’s la-gation is deeply resented hy His Majesty's 
Goyornmout. You should demand that Ihey shall be withdrawu inuiieiiiatoly, tailing 
which steps will be at once taken by llis Alajcsty's Govenunent with a view exacting 
reparation tor the indignity offered. 

The following is secret:— 

1 suppose the occupation of a Persian port is the best measure wc can resort to. 
It you concur in this view, please inform me which port you consider inosi suitable. 


[21961] No. 315. 

Sir h\ llerlie In Sir Eilirinil (ircii.—(Rrcrivrd June 2(1.1 

(No. 27.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. P,o-i», J«nc 20. 1908. 

DU, a Persian sulijwt, who states tlmi he is known personally to ITib 

Majesty’s Oiiarge d'.Xffaircs at Tehran, emne to the Embassy this morning ami asked 
that the Foreign (lUicc should inslruet .Mr. .Marling hy telenniph lo place his family 
un.ler the iiroteetiou of llis Majesty’s (.egalion. 


[21959] No. 319. 

Mr. O'Heirne In Sir liiliriirtl rimi.—(lirreiveil June 29.) 

(No. 10,3.) 

(I clegraphic.) P. -St. Pctrr.v/mry/i. ./w„r 29, 11)08. 

lOlJlt lolegnim No. 183 of the 2"uii instant: Persian affairs. 

1 have received M. Isvolsky’a |iromisc that telegraphic instructions will immedialely 
he .sent lo .M. de llartwig, direeling him to supisirl Mr. .Marling in his ilemami that the 
troops suri-ounding the L,-gatioii shall Is- withilrawn. 

M. Isvolsky says that he will delay giving mi imincdialo answer toyoiir suggestion 
with regard to the question of suninioiiiiig llie Assembly, in view ,9' ihi' fuel tliat he 
has received a teh-gnim Irom M. ,1c llartwig, saying that the ,Shah is momentarily 
expecteil lo issue a Proclamation fixing a ilate for new elections. 


[21956] No. 317. 

.Mr. Murlinij lo Sir liJiraril (ireu.—(Iteceiven June 29 ) 

(No. ir,7 ) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 'rehrun, .lime 29. 1908. 

SITUATION in Telirau. 

I am informed very coiillil.-nlially by Ihc Freneli Afinister that one of th.- pei-sons 
whom Ihe Shah piirfieiihirly dc.sircs to .'aptiir.' will very shorlly tak,- bast with him. 
Pn-siih-iit of A.so-inhiy, who was md i-aplurcl, logelher will, aiiotiu-r Ih-puty, is in bast 
at I-'reni-li L.-gation. f have ndmitti-il no mor,- refugees to llis .Majesty's U-gation. 
At till- Italian Legalion the Minister id’ l■■inance is in hast together with llis Immlv. 

Seyyiil Ahiliillah ami Seyiiil Mahomed, Ihe two chief Miiilidiiil.s. are to he 
deport.-,I, Inn it is not known to what place. Though Ihe town is <|,u,.t, general 
appri-hi-iisioii lu-evnils, nnd the Cossacks arc prosecuting tlii-ir search for arms and 
hiuiihs. 'I'hcrc are now. it is said, sixlyd'our prisoners at the Shah’s camp. 
Fighting eonliiini-.s at Tahi-ee/,, hut the proviiiei-s as a wliolu rcmaiii quiet. 

Colonel Liakhoff has lieeii mil le Governor of Tehran anil ap[s-ar.s to possess verv 
full iiowi-rs iiiilei-d. The Cossacks round the Legation left lii.st night, hut owing to 
Itiissiiin Coloni-l's opposition 1 hail some dilllculty in ohtaining their removal. 

A Proelnmalioii stating Hull the present Assembly is dissolvcil lias been issued hy 
the Shah. Proclaiimtion nnnounees that new elections will he held in three months 
anil a Senate will he formed. It may he assumed that the Shah will he guiilcd hv 
Russia and will govern alisidutcly in the meantime. 


3 P 
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[21957] 


No. S-lrt. 


Mr. Marlinij to Sir Edward Greii.—(Ueceived Junr 2fi.) 

(To°l'eKrfi)hiu.) P. Tehrar,, June 2(!, 1908. 

ZII,-K.8-SUi;rAN. .Mv t«lt!^'ram No. 157 of today’s dato. 

Tin? Zil-os-Sultaii lias ai)i)lifid to nio for a.ssistanoc and protection. 

Ilis Imperial IliKhnoss, after invokin'; his recent s'KkI service at Shiraz and hia 
long frioiulsliij) witl> IIi« Majesty’s Legfilion l)cgs that I wjll take st4ips to insure liim 
in enjoyment of his property am! to otitain 8**curity for liis numerous family and 
(Inpondonts. lie is willing to retire to Ispahan or go to EuroiM?, or would remain on 
at Shiraz if he is supplied with immey for purposes of governmeut. 

My reply to Ilis Imperial lliglincss was pei-soimlly friendly, and I said that I had 
referred to vou his ri'guesi for protection and help. ^ 

It is umiuestioimhle that the Zil’s aspirations have been revived by lln* Shah s 
unpojmlarity, and it is errtnin that hi? has done s»)im'ihing to promote them Ihough 
it is iinjioNsIhh* to say how far lu* went, llni action ot .hdul-ed-Dowleji her*'is very 
•'ompmuiisiiig, and I'^ven more re(‘enlly that of Ins tit.her sons at Ispalian. I h»di<?ve, on 
tlie othei’ l>aml, thai the lUMaiunts of the Uussiaii Minister are I'xaggcrat/Hl. I have^no 
corrohoralioii throne sinrv whielt he lias tohl nn*, namely, that the AW ha<l sent 2,500 
ritles lor 1 hi- us** of the Kujumens at Tehran The Shah will in all proliahility take 
action against him, nml in this he w’ill iinve Russian support. Should I in that ease 
have v'l>ur aulliurization l*i inaki* r«.‘presi*ntaiions in his lavour--for instance, that he 
slionid gi. lo Kurojie and lie allowed to retain liis pnipertiesV 


122072 N" 

ludui OJfirr tu I’dtnyn 0/AVe.—June 27.) 

India Office, June lOO^. 

IN reply to voiir leiter. thitml rhe l'2lh inslanl, inclosing copy of a despulcli from 
Ilis .Maje>ty‘s l^iarge d AIIairo at Teliraii M Norwegian (Jonsulur representation at 
Riishire. I am directed to s;iy that, tlmugh nodonlit it is unfortunate that the Norwegian 
1 Mivernment sliouM have apisiinusl Messrs. W unekhaus agent as their t onsular Repie- 
setiialivi*. Viseouut Morley is melinetl to «iue.".tioii ilie expediency ‘d relurting ny a 
de.liuite rc'iuesl l«» the Japanese and Swe«llsh < loveriuuenls to appoinl Rrllisli sunjects 
as their t'onsular R.'pivscutalives at Rushire. He would suggest, for tin- ^■(mslde^al^on 
of llie Sem-elarv of Slate for Eoreigu .\fTairs. tliat it might he suilieient il an inlimation 
were made i.ii'hose tioveriiments that, in llie event of their desiring at any lime to 
ap|M»lut (’onsnlar Representatives at Rusliire. the sideetion of Brilish snhjecls m that 
lapaeity wonl.l he agreeable to IHs Majesty’s Coveriimeut in view of their speeial 
posiiitin ill llie iNTsian < iuli. 

1 am, cVc. 

ttJigned) A. GttDl.K’i. 


122201] 

Mr. (i. hurclay lo Sir Eifward Grey.—(Keceiffd June 27.) 

tTelegiapiiic.) 1*. Constantinople, June 27, l‘.H)b. 

ON \Vc(iiiesdav last, as the result of the reprcsontalioiis made hy the Russian 
(‘barge d’AlTaiivs aiul myself (see my telegram No. 152 of the 22ml instant), the Coumil 
of Ministers pre.seiUed a long Ifeport to the Sultan regarding the situation, llipy 
deeided that d’ahir Pasha should U' instnicleil to withdraw the l urkish triHjps to the 
)M)sition> held in Pi-hruary Iasi, ami lo stop llu' Kurds raiding, using force if neeessary. 
L'ahii Pasha is lo he held personally responsilile lliat tliese ordersnriM-airied out. llic 
1 '«iimeil «if Ministi'is deiiie.s, however, lliat any places outside the disputed zom* are 
o«*eupied hy '1‘urki.sh troops, 

(Contidenlial.) 

Vesierday. after Selamlik, tin* Persian Aiuhassadoi was rcccivi d in amlieuce t»y 
the Sultan, and in aeoorduiiec with insirucTions from his Government made most 
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energetic representation.^. On the Sultan’s trying to avoid a direct discussion by 
referring him to the Gi*aml Vizier and the Jlinister for Foreign Affairs, liis Highness 
replied that his frectuent representations at the Porte were entirely fruitless. After his 
amlieuce he had a conference witli the Sul!an'.s First ami Second Secretaries at the 
Sultan’s request. lie told them tiiat if the Turks did not take stci>s to ameliorate the 
state of things on the frantier he would leav(» (.‘onstaiitiuople. Izzet Pasha tried lo 
deny that the Turkish troops had advaucetl l>eyoml the frontiiw zone, and promised 
Prince Mirza Riza Khan that within a day or two he wouhl obtain authentic 
information on this point. 


Mr. Marlinif to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received .June 27.) 

(No. 159,) 

(Telegraphic.) P. . VVArmi, ./uur 27, 1908. 

POLITICAL situation. Your telegram No. 121'of tlie 2tth instant. 

This afternoon the Minister for Foreign Atfaii’s came to see me.* and brought u 
mcssjigc from the Shah. Ilis Majesty is roaily to grant to all piwsons in the Legation 
a full amue.sfy, lie docs not wish to try any of them, and though he would he glad 
if some of them left tlu* country, lie will not maki* it a comlition that any of them 
should do so. In rt;ply, I stipulated that amnesty would require the Shahs signature, 
ami his Exetdlency, who Avas very emphatic that pledge would he strictly observed, 
undertook to furnish it. I addtrd that if unconditional amnesty wen* granUal, I could 
not undertake i*esponsibility for any of the refug(>es leaving the ctnmlry. 

The proposal of the Minister for Foreign AITairs appearing lo me to fultil the 
conditions laid down hy you, I agmid to write a note to liis Kxi'cllency, putting on 
record the substance of our coiivei’«dion, and tinmiiscd to submit his reply to you if 
it was salisfaetory. 

Two Proclamations of geuenil amnesty had, so his lligliness stated, been issued 
by the Shall, hut on the other hand martial law has heeii proclaimed in all the towns 
of Persia. Umler it every kind of |»uhlie meeting is prohibited, under pain (J 
dispei'sal hy force and musketry ; tlu'earrying of arms is prohibited, w'hile soldiers 
are authorized to use their arms to meet any disre.specl shown to them. The Ru.ssian 
Colonel who has full poweiN over all police and military autliorities is intrusted with 
tlic enforeemi.mt of martial law in Tehran. 

.\t the time of my eonvei'salion with the Minister for Foreign All'airs, I had 
not seen this Proclamalion, and I am now informing him that it Is mit improljahh; 
that it may aiVccT the views of Ilis Majesty's Government in regard to the hastls, 
in view of* the fact that it obviously alfords the easiest of pretexts for violating 
the amnesty. 

It is my opinion that the Shah is conlldent that under the above Proclamation 
till' Russian Colonel eaii elfectually prevent any attempt at hast rn such ns 

occurred in 1909, uud is consequently making no dillicuUies about the refugees at 
present in the Legation. 

The situation created liy this Pixiclamatiou is scarcely distinguishable from 
intervention by Russia. 


Mr. Murhntj to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 27.) 

(No. UJO.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, June 27, 190S. 

POLITICAI. situation. Mv lidegram No. 15!) of to-day. 

I have iKHJii asked hy Minister for Foreign Alfairs what view I took of the 
Shah's Proclamation. I i.‘xpresscd iny pcr.sonal opinion that, if elections for new 
.VsNcmhly were postponed for three monihs, Ilis Majesty's Oovijrnment would not 
coiiMder that phxlges to r<*spect the Constitution given to mo hy the Shah had been 
LiRRh-d. , , * X. 

Ala-cs-Sultauoh replied tliat the Shah had yesterday received a deputation of 
eighteen Deputies, and some merchants, and that these persons had expressed complete 
sati.sfaclion with the? deelamtions .and assurances of Ills .llajust)\ Two Proclamations 
of amnesty had already been issued hy the Shall, and Ilis Majesty had no intention 





2W) 

rf cxeculing Jiny more people. Two oxcciitions only had taken place, and the two 
iiiujtehids were? being conveyed with nil (hu‘ respect to Kerbela. 

Sev<n*al applications for admiltancij to lln* Lt*gation have been made to-dav, and 
Iijf apprehensions of the Popular ]»arty do not appear to have been allayed by the 
Sliah’s Proclainutions. 


[2^^086] No.:j5:;. 

Mr. Marlhuj /j Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Jane 27.) 

(No. Ibl.) 

(Tidegmphie.) I’. Tehran^ June 27, 190S. 

(JUAUDS round Ilis ^lajosty’s Legation. Your telcgi'am No. 121- of the 21111 
instant. 

Minister for Foreign AILalrs, on wiiom 1 impressed the very serious view taken 
l»y Uis .Maj(!sly*s (loverninent of tin* insult olTercd to Ilis Majesty’s Legation by the 
placing of irmips round it, has promised to give an a]MiIogy in writing. I said that 
the piinishmenl of the ofTufer responsible might also be ix^pured by His Majesty’s 
(lovernment, upon whi<;h Minister fm* Foreign Affairs said that he had received a 
letter fn>ni the Rtissian Colonel in wbieli lie stated that he did not know who the 
nutiior was. 

Ills Itighiiess added very confidentially thut the Shah liad no knowledge of the 
incident, hut tliat Colonel JdakholV had given tin- order himsc'lf. 


j22195j No. :Jo]. 

Mr. Mnrlinq to Sir Edward (irry.—(Received June 27.) 

(No. I(i2) 

(I elegr.apiiie.) P. Tehran, June 27, PJfib. 

FOLUJWINti is very eontidential: - 

M. Fassek, who was tfw more tlian a year attached to the Russian ijegati<m, has 
been appointed Russian (>msnl-(h'ner.'il in Tehran with a separate slalF and office. 
During his former stay here Sir C. Spring-Rice considered tlie intlmmcc cxiuvised 
by him on tlie Russian Minister to lie fatiij to any friendly relations between the two 
Legations, and 1 eoneur entirely in this opinion. 


121957] No.:i.m. 

Sir Edward LVci/ fo Mr. 0’/iWr«e. 

(Xu. isn.) 

( IVlegniphie.) P. Eorciijn OJfice, June 27, 1908. 

i’KRSI.AN situation. 

.\l. I.sviiLky sliunhl he inh>nin-d ilial the Xil has appealed to ns (see Mr. Marling's 
telegram No. loS of tlie 2filli .liiiie)* Yini r-lmuhi inform bin Kxcelhmey that we shtaild 
liki- |i* obtain the e<»-t>pera(ion of the Rns-ian (lovernment in any aetioii we may take, 
and inunire wliellicr a rejiresentalion to the elTe<-l that the Zil sliouhl he allowed to 
leave PiTsia whiUi retaining his pro)>eriies Wiiulil n-eidve lladr sup|Mn't. 

\on should lay ^Ires" on the fact that it is onr earnest desire that further 
eoinplieallons may hi- avifided, and tlial it apjiear.s tonstluU (behest means of olitaining 
ihisolijeel is the aitsenee id tin* Zil from I’efr'ia. WV lliink that the Russian Cluveni- 
mentunglu to join ns in alTnrding the Zil some measure of protection in eonjimetion 
with the propoM'd eundilion—espe<>ially in view of the fact limt we lent them onr 
c«>H»j)enition in their wish to dis<.‘oimtenanee intrigues against the present Slndi. 


[22399] N(). .'Idii. 

Sir Edward (I’rey to Mr. OMieirue. 

(No. isti.) 

(I elegvanlde.) P. Eoreiyn Olfire, June 27, 19t).S. 

I’KUSLVN alTair-. .\ statement was made in the House of (.'ominous on the 25lh 
.lime. Tliis was ineviiahle, in view of reeenl events in 'IVbmu. 'I'lie nubsinnee of thin 
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statement has no doubt been lelographetl to that capital, and a certain degree of 
publicity has thus been given to the action recently taken by the Uepreseuiativea of 
Russia and Creat Britain. 

You should inform Minister for Foreign Affairs that, since there would now be 
c<mKiflerable <liniculty in following the exact precedent .set last Christmas, I agree to 
semi instructions to Ilis Majesty’s Cliargo d’Affaires to consult with tlie Russian 
ilinislm* as to Low the Joint representations recently made by the two Powers may 
most effectively he brought to public notice. 


Sir Edward Greif to Mr. Marlina. 

(No. 128.) 

(TeicOTaphic.) P. Foreign OJfice, June 27, lfK)8. 

JOINT representations. 

You may take action indicated in my telegram No. 180 of the 27th .Tune to 
^Ir. O’Beirne. 


Mr. O'Beime to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 28.) 

104.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. St. Petersburyh, June 28, 1908. 

M. ISVOLSKY informs me tlial lie Iniars that Persia has lieen applying to 
Germany to intervene with the Porte with regard t<i the Tureo-Persiun frontier 
question, ami Unit the Gorman Government are ilisp«)sed to comply wiili their request. 
In cons(‘(|uonce of this his Fxeelleney (rnnsidttrs it important tliat the ri'sults of our 
joint repri'sontntions at ConsRintiiioplc should he at onee made known in Tehran. 
T\[ l.svolsky adds that he intends proposing this coiusi? to you tlimugh Count 
Benckendorff. 


Mr. Marlinn to Sn Edward Grey.—(Received .fun'' 2®.) 

(No. 103.) 

(Telcgraithic.) P. Tehran. June 28. 1908. 

'fins morning there were two parties of fourtijcn num (?.'ieh jiatrolliiig iviund the 
Legation, an<l some ten police wen? jK).sted to keep a watch on the gates. 1 have 
addressed a note in the Reuse of your telegram No. 124 of the 2tth instant to the 
Minister for Foreign Aflairs. 

I consider that Bushin* is mo.st suitalile for oecu|nilion, hut I feel it my duty 
to ]K)int out that if His Majesty’s Government occupied it this eourso would Iw 
considon'd hen* as a direct demonstration in favour of the Popular jiarty against the 
Shall, and a hast in large numbers at Jlis M.'iji.'sty’s Legation miglit he the result. 


Mr. O’Beirae to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received June 29.f 

(No. 290.) 

Sir, ^ ^ .s'/. Petersburyh, June 20, 1908. 

I HA\ H the honour to transmit to yon herewith an official cummunicatiou which 
appeared in liic “ (Ifiicial Mu.ssoiiger ” of to-day, in regard to the situation in Puraia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Iinill O’BFIRNE. 


[i:>8()j 
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Inolosure in No. 360. 

Extr/iet from the “ Ofjiciai Mesxenger ” of June 2b, 1908. 

THE pre-ss is pui)lisliiiiK alarraiiiH nows, and frequently of_ an exaggerated 
charucii^r, alxjui thti siaU? of ulfain* iti Porsia. I he St. PcUirsburgh T (jle^raph Agency 
haH fr<»iij an aiillieiitic sour(;e, the following iiiforniatioii rcspj.'Cituig tho events 

whieh have taken placi' in Tehran <lnring the last feAv flays. 

Tlie tnmhloh througli which Persia has lately been passing again beeanu* mere 
acute 'lui’ing tin* inidtlle of •lunc. ’Phe extreme faefi'ui of tlie I'aijuimMis again urged 
tile Shall ti> reiiKjvi* the persons who wei*o‘lislasltflnl lo it. I he agitation against the 
.Shah a.^iMnuei) wide projxirlions. 'I’he nninmrs whi(*h had been already in eireiiladoil, 
to the elTect that the agitation was orgaiiizfid by/^iU’.s-Sultan, ^^daod eurrency tjvery 
day. Having retired ihe province.^, in order lo ilivert .siispieion Iroin himself. ihe 
/iil carried on an energelie agitation among the iMijumens, supplying them bbersdly 
with money and arms through agents working under tlie flirection of Iiis eldest son, 
Jollid-ml-Dowleh, who remaiinMl at Tehran. It should !«• added that both the Ministers 
and the Medjliss sKshI aloof, and that from all appearances the latter showi-d no tendency 
to yield to till* inllueiici.' of the cxtronie eleimmts. 

'I'lie nioveinenl met with unorgelic resistance fiDin the Shah, who at the hral 
opjiortmiily arrested and lianished from Tehran tlie tliree ehief leaders, among them 
.lelIid-»»d'Howleh. A'lopting strong measures to repress the movement, the t>hah at 
tin* same time addri'Ssed a maiiife.slo to the .Meiljliss, declaring tliat he would remain 
failhro! to the t’oii^litnlion, which lie had sworn to observe in aeeonlaiH*e with ins 
solemn 'leelar.ttiuns to two friendly neighlKuiring Pow«;rs. 'rii** manifesto was 
aympaliietieally receivi'il by the [Hipulace. I’Ih' agitation of the extremists appeared 
on dial M«-f-a.sioa to liavi' failed. A strong <mrrenl of moderate lemleney set in at 
Tehran, ami the proiiioieis among them many memliers of the Medjliss —did their 
best to lind a pi*aeefid issue ami to induce the Slmh to open negotiatimis. ^^bb that 
object, ii was de<‘i«lcd to have rccoiir.se to the inlcrvcntifui of the Uussian Minister, as 
wa.s done during the DcccndsT crisis. 

Inspired by a sinc4T<’ desire to assist in iT*sioring (H*acc in the country and 
altenlively following the course of rvenis in Tcliran, the (iiwenimeiits of Russia 
ami I^Hglalld n*frained frisn any intiTferciiee in Persian internal allair>. allhougli they 
rei-ognizi'd that their lleprcsi'nlatives might liave to lake some measures if it heeame 
ahsoluli'ly iieecssary to e,\<*reise a ehe<*king inllueniTe. \\ hen the above-nientioneil 
person;' addresscii thi'ir dcmaiidH to the Ru-'sian Minister, the latter, in agreement with 
tin* Prilish Represeiilalivi' and in deference to the urgent rcijm*s1 of llic Persians 
themselves, as.senleil to ilieir ilemamls in order to assist, as far as possihh*. in securing 
a pi'aeehil sefilement Having ohtaiiusl an auflience of the Sludi. .M. ilarlwig 
(ransniilted to His Maj»'Sly the liosire of tlie above-mentif>nod I’eraians. Ihe ?^hah 
ealegoni’ally ch-elared lo tlie Russian Minister that he had no designs against the 
^^msf^tnli^»n ; that the agitation against him was only the work of die supporters of the 
ZiU‘.s-Sii!lan, who was aiming at the throne; that he ha<l no iniBundcrstandings at all 
either with tlie Government or willi the Medjliss, and that tlie measures he had taken 
weri' >»»lely directed to maintaining his Bovereign riglUs and to repressing tlie revolution 
cngineereil by /il•^•s-Sullan, with the support of the hnjumens. ^IheSliah ad»led that 
lie would ghnily conelnde an .■\greement on tlie following main lines :— 

I. 'I'hat die iiiviolabiliiv i>r the monareh and the, dynasty shouM he guaranteed ; 

*J. 'I'liat die I'injiinieiis should he kept in check ; 

d. 'I’liai die respective powers of the legislndve and of the executive authorities 
should 1 h> lieliued : and 

4. 'riiai till' army should he snliorilinaled lo the authority of the Shah, aeeordiug 
to tin- laws already elahonited by tin* Medjliss. 

The iiegoiialiuns which were thereupon opened with the Shah's Pleiii|M»tenliaries 
wen* at lirst sueee>.-'lid, and Ii»i|h*s were entertained thul eahn wtuild be restored, 
llowiwi'f, om* <if die I'oiidilii'iis reqnireii by the Shah dtiring the negotiations, namely, 
the delivery ol live leailer.s of the revolutionary movement wlio had taken “bast” in 
the .Medjlis.s, was not fidlilled, and events moved more rapiilly. The iletaehmenl sent 
l4» arrest the^e live |HT-ons was received with lH>mhs and shots from the Assembly 
Hoiwe and from tin* neiglilHuiring mosi|ue, when* numerous members of the Knjumens, 
joined by an armed crowd, were lying in aiuluisti. The guns which were brought up 
to assist the ti‘oo)>s eau.si'il some «iamage to the buildings in whieli the revolutionaries 


were ambushed, iueUidiug the Zil-es-Sultnn‘s palace; the only house entirely destroyed 
was thul of the Tabreoz Kujumons situated near Zil-es-Sullan s palace. It is reported 
that there were killed and wounded on botb sides. A state of siege was deelare4l at 
Tehran, and the streets were occupied by tnsips. The Eiijumens were dispersial and 
many of tlic iiriiicipid revolutionaries were arrested. 

The Ropresenlativos of Knglaud and Russia, wlio were in (auistnnt communicalioii 
with one ;mmhci' 'lurinj: tliiw (•vimiI>, iind acted in eoiiceit, sent llieir dragomans to 
the Shall to |>iiint out the absolute iieee.ssity of taking measures to proteet the 
Europeans living in the town. They were at thi' same lime instrueled lo advise the 
Shah in a frienilly manner, and in the name of the two I’owers, not to abolish iho 
(hinstitiititai. Tlie Shah as-sared the llopreseiilalives that all his iielivity was ilirecled 
solely against Ihe revolnlionarie.s and eonspirators, that he was lirmly dctcrmiiieil to 
iiiainlaiiT the Meiljliss, and that every pns’antion had lieen taken to iirotect foreigners. 
The following idghi there we.ri’ nii distnrhanees. The eoinpo.siiion of the Cabinet 
remains as before The latest news indieale that the Shah's ]K)silioii ha.s been 
strengthened. 


[22440] 


No. ;!61. 


Admit ntlu to /■'ori'ir/a OJitee.—{HecfirrtI June 29.) 

(Ooidideiitial.) * 

Aflmirnttij, June 29, 19t)s, 

WITTl refurenee to your letter of the 27th inslaid, I am eommamlcd by my 
Lords Cominissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, forihe information ef the Secretary 
of Stale for Foreign Affairs, eopy of a’telegram, dated tlie •_>7lh instant, which was sent 
in cypher to Ihe Commander-in-ehief, East Tndtes, respecting the slate of affairs in 
Persia. 

1 am, &e. 

(Signed) C. I. THOMAS. 


Imdosure in No. .’>61. 

AtimirttUy lo Commutlore Sit d. tVorrentier. 

(Telegraphie.) P. ' rItItmtttUy, June 27, 191)8. 

SITUATION at Tehran. 

The necessity inav arise, in view of slate ot affidrs in I’ersin. of sending shiiis to 
occupy temimrarily some iiorl in the south of timt country. Yon should hold ymir.sclt 
in reai'lincsa to take action if ordered. 


[22197] =^0-2. 

.Mr. Marlintj to Sir EtIirtirtI Clreg.—(lleccireil June 29.) 

tNo. Hid) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Tehran, June 28, 1908. 

1 HAVE had a very frank conversation with the Uussiun .Minister, Ills Excellency 
exitrc.^scd to me his conviction that certain mcndicrs of this la'gation are not acting in 
accordance witli our avowed imlicy. He stales that the .Milittiry Altaehd allowed hastis 
to enter lor political reasons; lhal'.Mr, ('hnrchill invited a Deputy, liy letter, to lake hast 
in the Is-gnlioii; that Abbas Knli Khan had made speeches in Anjamans ; and that my 
gholutns invited jicoidu lo lake refuge with ns, one ghohmi having even felehcd four 
Persians to the Ix.ignlioii. 

In reply to these statements 1 told .M. dc Ilarlwig that I was convinced that there 
was no truth in any of these idlegations, and iiiimod him (Iowa lo tlie letter which ho 
asserted Mr. I'hun’hill hud written ; he then said it was not a letter, hm a iiiessagu. 1 
pointed out that the story was paljiahly iniprohahle, as to judge from a conversation 
which 1 had had with the Deputy in (piestion ; he was a ruaclioimry. 

1 said that 1 had heard many stories ahonl his E.xcelleiicy and other llussians, ns, 
for instance, that I'oloncl l.iakhoff intended to iHuiihard Ills Majesty's Uigalion, Iml. 
that I did not believe them, ami I li.'gged tlial he would not helievo those about us. 
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M de llartwis itien said llial a large proiKiniou of the hastis m ih. I.c alion o 
1, „1 ; rTawi. to fear for llicir lives, ai.d he pressed me very hard to expel hem. Ue 
Slid that though there were two or three whose lives might have heen m danger the 
m 'r ha. n a. 1 le , meuace.l. and that the Military Attaelu , whose an onie - 

he It .lian army was notorious, ha.l admitted them for po itieal reasons, and that then 
.t 'lLiill p^ »«"••'>«' rallying point for revolutionaries. In 

reiilv I said that the tnost I could admit was that the .Mihlarj- Attache had in one o 
nllvai'e^ma 'i; an error .,f iu.lgment, hut that he ha.l he.... ... im way >nn-;emied hy 

i,.,litieal reasoiiB. 'I'he hastis had he.ai admitted heeause they w.-re ill f. ar ol t leir 
liv.'s, an.l then, was no doubt as to the genuineness of their 

tln-ir frirH wr*n‘ irrouiuUoPs. Tt was iny opiiimn tliat a mam nan icall\ im ca\. l 
for alarm hut I iliouKht that, htiwovcr unroasotiuhltj tlnar fuars might l)t\ 

I idew -If thelat.. l>r,K:l.in.atio.., be atrai.l to leave, an.l I -Ini 

M.aiesty’s (h.vern.nent wo.il.l aulhorr/.e me to force ll.e.i. t.i ' 

1 ■ Jill niv Biving that I w.aihl ask v.ai for msiructious, Uussiaii Minister r. nlied tha 
h i r ^ 1 frame.l my re.piest w.ad.l .hs-ide the nature of die reply ! 

\1 .irihirtwig nrg.i.l that il was al.Mir.l ... take the fears of t »• hastis ... <> ‘■"nB'Jera- 
!ion in view of iheainne.stv which the Shah ha.l recently proclaimed, an.l that 1 conhl 
perfeiuly w.dl, without ref.'reiie.. t.. you, t.irn away all the r..fug.;cs with one or IM.i 

,.V .•pl ioiis. lv 1 lari wig's statement that our instructions chairly direi.te.i us to 

maintain lln- Shah .ai tin- thron.-, I said that some .str.-ss was hint on noii-iiiti.n..ntion 

"‘■\v\"rr.^ar7.o the po.sti..K of (•ossa..ks rou.nl Ills Majesty's l.esation. I is.int.al 
,an tLt the pn7.n..e ..t a few hastis in the begation was far less likely to pro.luee a 

dmibl astother..alit.vofo..rac..or,lthansuch a ineasnr.. taken by tl... ^ 

b'ussian t'olonel. M. 'le llarlwig .lenie.l this, an.l si'eme.l mon. than half m.linul U. 

|„;,irvil.. as he knew that other hastis ha.l Ik...!! adniitte. 1 , m .-pite ..f the 

i..sur..imes ..iv..!. bv m.. .m \V. .|n..b.lay that I w.nd.l .h. my utm.ist t., prevent any more 
from '..01111110 in. | sai.l that this was not trii.., an.l that Major Stokes had recciie.l 

si.veral applh.ati.ais t.i mb. lit larg... bo.li..s of men and ha.l refused. i , •!, 

' 11 has sin.... ....me to my kuowle.lg.. that liv iimre g.it into the U-gation last night 

amt .lecline to go ...it again. I hav.. now given instruetioi.s that no one be admitted 
.•xi.i.pt wlii.ii in visibl.. anil immiiient ilangcr, anil that all gates b.. eloseil. 


[221981 • 

Mr. .Miirlmij to Sir Kthrunl (Sreij.—(Uirriml June li'J.) 

(Xo. Ki.'i. V|.ry ('i.nlhli.ntml). . 

, 1 • \ 1 . /e/irnii. •/.".r-t>. 1 .alt'¬ 

ll i.li.ei.iphie.) I. 

liltAUDS roiiinl tin- bi-gatiiui. 

.\lv inimi.iliati.ly pri.i.|.iling li.li.grain. . 

('.'.ssa.-ks pra.-ti.-allv b.-sieg.-.l " tl... hegatiou this alteriio. aii.l ohseiie 

what was taking pine., in the garilen s.un.. ..v.-ii cliiiibe.l ih.- .siii-roiiiidin'g tr..|.s. 

Mr I'liurehill at onee went to the Shah to inloriii him of the siibstaiiee of .Miiir 

l,.l...gp.m Xu. fJba.nl to state that the action Ink.... by the L..gatioii was purely 
huiiiiiiiitarinii in tin* .luestioii of admitting relug.-es. ^ mi 

'I'he I’l-ivale Si-en-tarv of the Minister for I'orei.gn Allairs came in the meanwhile 
to see me. I t.d.l him piaiidy that if tlmse insults were continued I was em.vi..e..il 
that llis Majesty's Covi.mment woiilil oc.-upy a Vcrsiin [Xirt. flie .'seeretaij hud no 

''coloind'liiakhoir, who is also I loveruor-t leneral of the town, is tl... r..spoiisibl.. 
oltieial. It is possible that the il.-sii-.d ..lleet might lie predueed by a hint at 

St P. i.-i-sbiiisgli that wi. may have to ih.maiid his dismissal. . 

'riioiigli I still maintaiii frien.lly pi-rsoiial ridations with M. il.. llartwig, common 
aetion with the llusblan l...gatioii is only possihl.- whin it suits then; policy, ami it 
will 1... iiupossibl.. to k....p up th." appearance of aei.ord much loiigi-r m view of lli.- 
r,.|i..al...l insults pla.....l on llis Maj.-sty’s la-gation by the Itussia.i boloiiel. Ileaso.iahk 

disiatssioii with M. .le llartwig is almost impossible as It IS. r 

.M. la ciuute has leh-graphed to his lloveriiimmt giving Ins view of the situation, 
wliii-h he sei-s in the same light as I ilo. 


2-1.5 


[22199] 

Mr. Marlinj to Sir Edward Grey.—{Rereived June 29.) 

GUARDS round I/Cgation. 

Mv immediately preceding telegram. . „ r. i r 'ivi.mn 

Neither the Ruiian Jlinistcr nor the Russian Governor-General of l^iran 
Iffilicves in the good faith of this legation, and the situation is licco.mng intokrable. 
Moreover, wc are humiliated in the cye.s of Persians and foreigners by the action of 
Colonel Liakhoff in surrounding the Legation vvitli Cos.sacks. r 

It is impossible to convince either Jl. dc llartwig or Colonel 
not trying to attract refugees. As previously reported, Rve more ^ “ 

vestcidav, and as thev might have, heen arrested by Cossacks, it wm not possible to 
induce tiiein to leave.' Two or three persons who have been refuscil admittanct have 
been arrested, and the eloek-keeper of the Legation, as he was l.-aving the main gate, 

was f® submit that in these circuinstances iiii.n who decline to leave cannot 

he turned out of the Loi^iiion l>y fol'co. .... i ,,,wi thf» 

Xo reliance is placed on lb.. Shah's .l.iehirations ..I g.-.mral ‘'“j 

alarm of the people is only increased by the vi.ilont and re.ikless action of Colonel 
Liakhoff, and the desire of the jKjople to take bast is consequently the greatci. 

m! de Ifartwig asserts that a ‘reaction in favour of the Sbal, is tbe reason of ftc 
quiet condition of tbe town, but this is imrtly fallaeniiis. In iiiy opinion, 
is tlie eamse of both the calm and apfaireiit reaction, and tin- people wiU not be 
reassured until conciliatory measuivs fxvc taken. •! i i.i « /inui, mnrr 

AccordinL' to :Maior Stokes, who is in town, it is not impossible that a dash may 
be made for the Legation liy a muss of people in .lespenitinm la tiiat case it would 
he impossililc to refuse iwlmissioii, more e.specially if tbe Cossacks bred oi even 
threatened to lire on tbe (leople. 


[22341] 

Mr. Murliny to Sir Edward Grey.—{Reeeiced June '.'9.) 

(Tei..gni'pl.ic) P. 

PROVIXCIAL situation. , , i, i,„.i 

Acting Consul-General al Isiiatian reporls tbiit p.-ople are tbrealenmg to laki bast 

with liiin. 

Pollowiiig is Secret:— • .i , 

A telegram lias liecii sent to Korliela by tlie two great .Miijlebids urging that an 
order for the appointment of n Regent sueli as Zil-es-Si.ltuii be issiird to all tbe towns 

"* ^7gblii'!; ''ben going on fur some days eoiitiiiiioiisly at 'f'libreer,, ami lln'bbG 
are lieiiig made that people will take refuge in our Coiisuhde-fieiieral. .-Vt the 
llussiim Coiisulate-Goiierul six members of tlie Cmistitiitiimal parly are already m 
hast. 


[22408] No. 

.Mr. Mnrlinij to Sir Edward Grey.— {Received June 29.) 

rreieerapiiie.) P. Tehran, June 29, 190b. 

'PUR joint representations made liy our .Iriigoniiiiis are, I presume, those wliicli 

are referred to in the last line of your telegnim Xo. 127. 

Xot liaviiig beard from .Mr. O’Reiriie wtietlier the Russian Government “gfObil 
to tbe iiuiilieotlon of tlie eomraunieatiims to be iim.lc In tlie Sliuli and Zil-cs-bultau, 
outlined in vour telegram Xo. 172 lo St. Petersburgh, mid, in view of the then temper 
[l.ISll] . ^ N 
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(,f Russian Minister. I thought it useless to do more than give his Exeelleney a hint 
that joint action, os al)ove indicated, luul been proposed by ITis Majesty s Goveniraent. 
jVs I had antieipated, M. do llartwig ignored my remarks. 


[224091 3*'^- 

Mr. Miirlimj to Hir Kdwnrd Grey.—(Received June 29.) 

KSne.) !■. , . ™,r,,„ ./«„r 29,1908 

IT is praeliealiv impossihle to prevent pi'o|ili' coming to take refuge in Iho 
village of Ciihihek. ‘A few have already come, and more may follow. 

1 presume that our protection may he extended to them. 


[224631 No. m 

.Mr. .Mnriinij tu Hir Edward Grey.—(Received June 29.) 

m’”; 'Il’.’li.. t l> Tehran, .lane 29, 1!)98. 

Till ARDS roiiml llis Majesty’s legation. .My telegram No. Kio of the 2Sth 

*The Shah was ineliiicil to he ohsliiiate when Mr. Churchill saw liini, and would 
give no dellnite promise. However, Ala-cs-Sultaneh, who was presentatthe audience, 
said that the Cossacks would he withdrawn from around the U'gation. 

No Cossacks were visible early this morning, hut there were eight armed 
gendarmes patrolling, and hy 10 o'clock six Cos.saeks had reappeared, and th.Miiimher 
of gendarmes had heeii inereusisl. Another person eoniing to the Legation this 

'””"'l"HinsUler"hat further forhearanee in this niatler lyould he imsplaccd, and unless 
llis Miijestv's (ioveninient lake the step ooiileni|ilated in your telegrarn No. 121, or 1 
receive yoiir authorization to inform I’ersian Government that Ills .Majesty s 

Goviiniinoiit will occupy Ibisbiro, this sort of tiling will continue i 

Colimol LiakholV is iiniloiibtcdlj,’ the real olYeiidcr, and I venture to submit that 
u demand for his dismissnl would be ju.stiliod. 


122464) No..m 

Mr. Muriintj lo .S/r lidwanl (irey,—(Received June 21).) 

(’Teleiraiihie.) 1'. Tehrarr, June mb. 

I llAVH heard from a secret source that a Russian suhjeet has hcen killed at 
Tahreez in the course of the lighting there, and it is n'ported that a re(|Ucst for troops 
has heen made hy the l!us.siun ('oiisul-Gcneral. 


122199J 

Hir Edward Grey la Mr. O'lieirne. 

(Tideirnphie.) I>. , Eoreiyn Office, .lane 2i), mb. 

MU MARLINti'S telegrams Nos. 1111 and 109. „■ m ■ . . 

You shoiihl iiiform M. Isvolsky of their siihstanee, and slnle that Ills Majesty s 
(lovermnent have received these reports with the profoimdosl eoncoru. 

They had lioiml that .M. Isvolsky would have resiwmled to the frank explanations 
given hy’them and to their apiieal for his assislaiiee in obtaining the removal of the 

Cossack cordon from llis Majesty’s laigalioii. , . r. • <i i i 

The repeated iiidigniti.'s phieed on llis Majesty’s Ix.galion by the Uussinn (..o one 
of CosdnrkH an* a sitiuuiou whiuh in lH;comm#» intolt'mbh*. ulult* hia Moleul 

action is onlv inereasiiig general alarm and the desire of the people to w-ek refuge. 

It is (liliienlt for llis Majeslv's Governmeni lo believe that iiistriietions sent to tin, 
Russian Minister would be disregarded by the Russian Colonel, but unless steps are 
Uikon at once to restrain his action towards llis Majesty s Legatton, a very sortmts 
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sitmitiou will undoubtedly arise, and it will hocome necessary to vindicate the honour 
of the flag hy naval measures in the Gulf, llis Majesty’s Government would be most 
reluctant to take such action, which could only he regarded as diaagreement between 
the two Powers, and might even 1 h' hailed by the Popular party as a demonstration in 
their favour. 

1 desire that you will repeat to M. Isvolsky the assiiratiee which 1 have already 
given that llis Maje.sly’s Govomment have iicett actuated thronghoitl by the deler- 
tiiinalion not to inlennnie, nor lo seek any political advantage from the use of the 
ctisloni of “hast” or otherwise; and they are convinced that llis Majesty’s Chargd 
d’dlTaircs and the Txigation start have carrieil out their policy with perfetS loyalty. On 
the other hand, a frienilly and considerate altitude on the ixirt of Russian .\gents in 
Tehran lowaids His Jlajesty’s Ixjgat ion is indispensable to ftirther the friendly relations 
now existing between the two Governinenls. 

1 am repeating to you a message from the Shah to the King, and the instructions 
to .Mr. Marling ns to the reply. It is clear that either the Shah is manufacturing a case 
against our Legation, and distorting its action in order lo prejudice the Riissinna against 
us, or else that the Russian Jlinister or ollieers at Tehran have misrepre.senled the 
British Legation to the Shah in order lo make mischief. In either event the attitude of 
the Shah is such that, if it continues, we shall be compelled to take action in the South 
of Persia to vindicate ourselves against him. 

Orders have already been given by Mr. .Marling lo close Ibe gates of the Legation. 
I hiive approved hi.s action, and instructed him not to admit any persona to “bast ” unless 
they are in visible and imminent danger of life. 


[225621 371. 

Sir Edward Grey lo .Mr. O'lieirne. 

(No. 191.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. I'oreiijn 0//tre, Juae J'.), mS. 

.STRAINED relations between British anil Russian L'gations at Tehran. 

The snbstaucoof Mr. Mailing’s telegrams on this subject has been eommunieated 
to the Russian Ambassador here I have told his Exeelleney that 1 consider the best 
course wotdd be for the two Governments lo act together in jioliey ot niai-inlervenlion. 
A proof that we should not exploit this policy for our own advantage was artorded l>y 
our willingness that the ZilHis-Sullan should be expatriated. 

If the Russian Government, however, eonsidiu- it necessary that they should give 
their support to the present Shall, they will assume reirponsibility for his policy, and it 
will lie incumbent on them to see that no action is taken either by llis Majesty or any of 
his oflicers which is in any way inimical lo the spirit of the Anglo-Russian Gonvention 
or hostile to ourselves. 

On the other hand, we should, if there were a continuance ot the ineseni slate of 
artairs, lie obliged to take action in the south of Persia in order to exact reparalioii and 
vindicate our jiosition. In my opinion, the respousibilily for recent ovents appeared lo 
rest on the Russian Colonel, who seemed to be acting as if there was no (’onvenlion 
lictween Great Britain and Russia, and I was now oiigaged in considering what 
measures could be adopted by us. 

I informed Count Benckendorrt tliat the situation appeared to me to bo a very 
serious one, for although any claim made or any steps taken by us would be directed 
against the Shah, yet if a despotic Government wore going to bo carried on for three 
months by llis Majesty, during which period Tehran would have a Russian Colonel as 
Governor-General, and if we were obliged to lake action, a disagreemeni between the 
two Powers must become ajiparent. 


[22200] No. •■572. 

Sir Edward Grey lo Mr. O'lieirne. 

(No. 192.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreiyn Ol/iee, June 29, 1998. 

TURCO-PERSIAN frontier. 

I agree to the projiosal made by the .Minister for Eoreigii Artairs, and instructioiiH 
will bo sent immediately to Mr. Marling, as suggested in your telegram No. 101 of the 
2.Sth in.slant. 






122408] 


No. 373. 

Sir E<lwar<i Grey to Mr. O’lMnie. 


(rll^pUU:.) r. ForoiyoO/?,-ce..J,,„o29.imH. 

.K)1KT rcvneseniulioiiH. . . r .1 • *• 

With reforonce to iny tulograni Xo. ISO of l!io Huh instant. Is this fiuggestioii 
ii-sciilcd to liv till- l!iis«iiiii GovoniiiiiMil; and, i! llic.v liave assented, have nisinictious 
in aeeordanci^heieivilh heeiiseni to their Ifeiiresentative at Telnan.'' (See llr. .Marlings 
lelegrani No. Hid of nwlay’b date.) 


1221921 No. .•171. 

.S'h' lidu'di'il (irf'if to Mr. Mitrlmj. 

rreie-raphie.) 1’. I'oirwu Ollice, June 2!l, 1008. 

WITH reference lo your lelegrains Nos. loll and lOOof llie2ilh instaul, reaiiceting 

I lie general sitnal ion in Persia. , , r .1 ... 

I anihorize von to neeept a guarantee signed liy the Shall for the security and 
lives of those now in “ liasi " at the Legation. A warning should he given at the same 
lime that, if the pledge lie not ohserved with tlie greatest strietiiess, the eoiiscqiienecs 
will lie of the mo.sl serious nainre. . 

It dws not necessarily follow that a prisdainaiion of niailial law is ineonsistent 
with a eoniplele amnesty. 


122200:1 No. 370. 

air liihraril Grey lo .Mr. Mnrliotj. 

(Telee'rapliie ) I’ Foreiyii O/fi'ce, June 29, lOOS. 

WITH reference to Mr. tflieiriie's telegram No. HH of the 2Sth instant, and to 
Mr. Marclay’s telegram No. 101 of the 27th instant, on the subject of the lurco-1 ersiau 

^"^ '"'you slionhl lake joint action with the llussinn Minister in the sense suggested. 


122409J No. 37ri. 

Sir EdiParil Greij to Mr. Marliny. 

('rel’egrai’ihit'.) P. OJ/ire, .June 29, i90a. 

ltl'.l'r(ri'’.l''.tl at tlulahek. . ,111 1 

With reference lo your telegram No. 101) ..1 the 29th institiil. \ou should regard 
ill the same light as orilinarv villagers iH'rsons other Ilian eriminals taking reluge in 
village. 


1219371 No..-177. 

Sir lutward Grey io Mr. Marlhii^. 

(Telegraphic.) V. '■'■reii/a Gl/tee. June 21). Ip08. 

WITH reference lo your telegram No. 130 of the Olh insinnt: Concession lor red 

oxide at Sirri. ^ • i i t i i . 

Wo aro piooluiiod fi'oin insisting that npplioation for (.oncossion shonld ho inudo to 
v^hoikh t»f Shurgali hv statcmonl in note addrossod to the IVrsian Goyenimont by 
8ir A. llanlingo (soo h'is do.spatoh Xo. HU of tiu' loth dinir. P.liU) that, uuld conlrovursy 
as owiuM'ship is solllod, wi* havo not insi>lod that tlirlv (lag should be ri^inovud from 
till- islantl. On llie otla*r larnd, we mv tlioivby onabU'<i to prohibit the I’ersian 
< toveriiini'nl frotn granting ilu* Contvs&ion to any ap(»lieani not of British luUionahly 
wilhonl onr eonseiil. 
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Guarantee of nature suggested by Consul-General at Bushire in your telegram 
No. 102 of the.lGth April, has been requested from the ^lanchesler finu who are 
interested. Should there, in your opinion, be any danger that the Couceasiou may be 
granted to a foreigner, Messrs. Hajji Ali Akbar and Co., Limited, should be asked 
to give the undertaking required, and tlie Persian Government shoidd be informed 
that the result of Biia action would be the assertion of the .Towasmi claim. 


[22408] No. 378. 

Sir Edward Grry to Mr. }farling. 

(No. 131).) 

('relegraphic.) P. Foreign 0/lice, Jttur 29, 1908. 

JOINT representations. 

The answer to the iiuiuiry contained in the first paragraph of your telegram 
No. 1G8 of tlie 21)tli instant is in the alUrmative. 


[22463] No. 370. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling. 

(No. 137.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, Jane 29, 1908. 

PERSIAN situation. 

The great difficulty of your position is fully approciut<?d by ino, but I should like, 
before infonning the Pereian Government that wn shall occupy Bushire, to await the 
(•ffecl of the message sent to the Shah i)y the King, an<l also the reply of the Rnssiau 
Oovormnont lo iny eommnnication, indicated iu my teicgraiu Xo. 191 lo Mr. O'Ucinie. 

The India Office and tlie Admiralty are being consulU'il, a.s we require more 
certain knowledge as U) what imme<liale steps it is practicable to take at the prt*.seut 
moment 


[22465] No. 3So; 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marfing. 

(Nb, 138.) • _ 

(I clegraphic.) P. Fonign Office, June 29, 190H. 

EOLlAlWING tologram iweived by the King fmin the Shuh, daUal the 2()th 
instant :— 

“ I have recently taken steps to punish some inischiid-makers who, at the instiga¬ 
tion of the Zil-c.s-.Sullau, wished to deprive me of my rigliiful and horediUiry throne. 
I ha<l no ohjeelion whatever to the arrangement which I myself hud luadu, but, on the 
other liaml, miseliief-maker.s had brought al)ont sueli a confusion in the country that 
the Government and the Deputies of the .Modjliss-e-.Shora (National Council) could do 
iiotliiiig, I therefore lixik step.s to apprehend and punish tlie miscliief-makers. 1 now 
deeply regr<‘l that at such a juncture your Maje.sty*a Chaij'e d’AlVuirea (prompted l»y 
Mr. Chmchill and Major Stokes, .Military Attache) has sent Ins own gholams, who are 
meml>ers of the evildoiug Anjumeus (Societies), and has invited tlio mischief-makers to 
tlio Ix'gaiion. This is a clear iiuerterence with the internal affairs of Persia. Tliero 
is no doid>t that if in place of this Charge d’Affaires there was a tactful and judicious 
Minister in Telirau—like the other Ministei'.s—lie would have closc<l ilie gate.s of your 
Majesty's U'gation, like the other Ix^gations in Tehran, and would not have received 
them. Under these circumsiauees, imoffieiully (in a friendly manner) I ask your 
Majesty—my goo<l and exulted Brother—to put a stop to th«*se improper acts of the 
Charge (PAITaires; send an accomplished .Minister, who would he able to restrain the 
memiiers of the Ixigation, so thai your .Majesty’s n*spe(!ted Legation may not appear in 
the eyr^ of the public ns an nsylnm for malignant and mi.scliievous persons. T snail bo 
most gmtofnl for your Majesty’s fuvonrabie reply." 


[1580] 3 S 
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[22465] 381. 

Sir Edward Grey to Mr. Marling, 

{■TeTe^Iphic.) P. Office, .hme 20 1908. 

PLEARK rommnnicaU* t(j Sliab Persian traiislntion of following telegram from the 
King to Ilia MajpHiy, ainl give a copy to Miniator for Foreign Affairs ;— 

“ 1 hav(? rci’cived yonr Majesty's telegnim of -fith instant. I have no interest nor 
(h'.sire to interviaa* in any way in the int4'i’nal affairs of your country, which 1 hope you 
will govern as a (;on«titn*lionai Sovereign with justice and humanity. Nobody has been 
invited to take refugt* in inv legation at Teliran, ami although certain of y<jiir subjects 
have sought refuge then- in fear of their lives. y<Mir Majesty is well aware that it is not 
the custom of yonr country to refuse asylmn to refugees wlio arc not guilty of crime. 
Those that are alnwly in my T/*galion will h*ave on siitisfactorv guarantees being given. 
*J*he Htat<Mm'nt in your Majest\’s teh*grani that my (,'barge d .\ffaires has invited 
TtiiR('liinr-Mi:ik(‘rs 1o ih)- lR*;.Jtlion is tli(. ilircct contrary of tlu* trntli, for he hits done 
evcrvtiiiiirt c<iiisist(*ot with llic rco.'oi/.ctl cnatoiiic of Per.sia Ui (liweoura^e all |)eraoiis 
tioiii laliia). rcliiKc there. The eoiichiet of your tr<«>p« in siirronmling iny I-eftnlion 
anil arresting tlupw who eonie out of it is an iinlignity which cannot Iw lolerateil, and 
niiless steps are iinniediately talteti to put im end to iliis situiition. I and my (lovern- 
monl will he lelMelaiitlv compelled to take measures to vindicate the honour of my Hag. 

" 1 have every eordidi'nee in the prodenee anil good faith < 1 !' my Charge d’Affairca 
111 Tehran. It is mdortmiale that for more than two years there has heen no Persian 

Jlinisim' in I..Ion with whom my Se.-relary of State for Kori-ign AITaira can disenss 

imitlers alh-i-liiig the relations ol the two countries, altluaigh I accepted in ttetoher 
JtlOll tile appoinlim-nt liy .vour Majesty of a jiow Persian Minister, who. 1 miderstand, 
i.s still ill lierliii." 


[22199] 


No. 882. 


.Sir lulwiird tirei/ tn Sir K liertie. 

(No. 2>sr,.) 

Si,.^ h'lireitjn OJ/icr, June 29, 1908. 

I TUAN'SMIT to vour l■■.xeellellev herewith eopies of tclegraphie eorri'Spondeuee 
with Ills Majesty's Cilargi'* d'Alfairea at Tehran and St. IVtersImrgh,'’ relative to 
the sitiiatioii which has arisen in that capital in consequence of the attitude adopted 
hy the h'nssiaii .Minister and the action of the Hnssian Oommiiiider of the Cos.saek 
guard. 

Vour l^xc<•lh•ncy will observe thal the French MiniHler's views ou this subject 
i-oiiicide with tlut-sc 1)1 .Mr. Marling, and that he has reported in this sense to liis 
lujverniiiem. _ ^ . 

I liave to reipie-'il yon to explitin, witliout delay, to thi' Fnaieb .Minister for horeigu 
Affilir^’ the position of affuii's in Persia, as set forth in tliese telegrams, and tin* 
serious internalioiial eunBeipieiiees whiidi may result from it, and to renue.sl his 
Ivxcelleiiey to lie goml enough to semi inimL'diate iiistruetions to the 1‘reiich 
AmhasMuior at St. I’eii'rsimrgh to support ilie represoiilaiioim which llis .Majestys 
t'barge d'.MTaires will make to (he llussinn (loveruinont on the subject. 

I am, &u. 

(Signed) E. GREY'. 


[225981 


No. 


Mr. a. Haiclay to Sir Edward Grey, — {Ut'ceived June SO.) 

riVlegraplue.) P. Coyi.v/ff/i/oniw/c, June 30, 100b. 

I II.WK reeeived to-day an unnumbered telegram from Mr Wratislaw, dated iho 
23r<l instant, reporting that llie Turkish authorities are apparently dispijsi'd to proveiil 
further attaeks by the Kur<ls. ami that the situation in the Urumia distnet had 
improveil. 


I.'.jt, :m, -Mi. aCO. :I7U, 
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[22596] 


No. 384. 


Mr. O'lieirne to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 30.) 

(No. 105.) 

('r(dcgraphie..) P. ^l- Pelersburgh, June 30, 1008. 

Y'tMMt telegram No. 190 of the 27th dune. Affairs of Persia. 

I am unable to see .M. iavolsky till this evening, owing to his Exeolleucy’s absence 
in Petrrhof, btit I have in the meanwliile hcijn shown a lolegi'am received this morning 
at the Ministry of Foreign .\ffairs from Russian Minister at Tehran, which i.s market! 
“Secret." M. de llartwig says that In* has spoken privately to the Shah and to the 
Russian Colonel on the suljject of the willuliiiwal of trtx)ps from round the. I..ogation, 
and that he has also givi'ii oflieial support to Mr. .Marliug’s recpiest for such withdmwal. 
lie. ad<ls tliat, with the exception of one picket, such as is usually kept for the protection 
of foreign Yli.ssious in their own interest, all ihe Cos-sacks have now been withdrawn. 
In conclusion he .says ihat Afr. Marling is sutislied with the steps taken. 


[22596] No.:iS5. 

^fr. O'Heiniv to Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 30.) 

(No. 10(5.) 

(Tchjgrapliic.) P. Pelembiirgh, June 30, 1008. 

i'EllStAN affairs. Your telegram No. 18(5 of llie 27th instant. 

M. (le llartwig has iKien instructed to w>nccrt with Air. Marling as to l>est method 
of giving tin? desired publicity to (he joint communication made to the Shah by the 
two Representatives. 


[224641 


Mr. Marling tn Sir Edward Grey.—{Received June 30.) 

Tehran, June 21), 1905. 


(No. 172.) 

(Telegraphic.) P. 

TROOPS round Ilis Majesty’s IjCgalion. 

The Persian Government have sent an unsalisfaclory reply to my rcprcsciitatit)n. 
containing no word of apology. 

.•V letter from Colonel Liakholf is inclosed, in which the arrangement of the 
patmls of Cossacks is laid down. From this statement it is clear that these patrols 
have hi?en stationed so that a constant and effective watch may he exercised over the 
L<*gatii>n, while m>tic(! of any one entering or leaving the lAigation is givim hy 
tlu* policv, who are posted under the j^arden walls; in fact, though somewhat less 
ost4mtati()us than it was previously, the investment is as effective as before. 

I iiiceived the St. Peti^rshurgh toh*gram So. 103 only yesterday, and in view of 
the tone ahich the Russian Alinister adopted at my last interview with him, the 
maimer in which lie has siioken of this IjCgutioii to Al. Lecomte, and that he is <|uite 
auare of tlu* position of affairs, I do not propose to ask him to co operate with me. 
I venture to submit also that His Majesty’s Government can, and should, exact 
respect without having rocoui'se to external aid in such a matter. 


[22576] 


No. 3H7. 


Mr, Marling to Sir Edward Grey .—(Rfwued June 30.) 

(No. 173.) 

(Telographie.) P. Tehran, June 30, 190b. 

TROOPS round Legation. Aly immediately jiraecding telegram. 

Alinister for Foreign Affairs sent me a telegram late lust night in which, by 
command of tlu* Shall, lie expressed deep vtjgret at recent incidents, and statwl that 
stringent orders had been given in the proper quarters. Occurrcuces were due, he 
.said, to a misunderstanding on the jiarl of ovcr-iicalous officials. 

In my official reply 1 said that I would submit his explanation to my Govern¬ 
ment, but in a private note I warned his Highness that I doubted whether ili.s 
Alaicsty’s Government would deem a men* ujwlogy sufficient rej«iratiou lor the 
indignities so publicly offered to His Majesty’s Legation. 
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IliR Alniestv's Lc"ntion lins 1)C0U for five (lays practically untlcr taboo, onforwl 

3“^K2S;“.'3iSX ssi 

'I'Ik- Persian Ooverninenl have disregarded the strongest protests on luy part, and 

wliicli lie jjives his apiirceijition of the pi-cscnt situation. 


122568] 

A/r. Marlinij lo Sir FJwurd Grey.—(Rccr/ecd June 30.) 

(No. 174.) Tehran, June 30, 1908. 

srnnc’vliat serious dislurbanco took ((lace on the 27th instant at Uesht. 


: 22594] No. 389. 

Afr. Sfarlimj lo Sir Edward Grey.-{Ileceired June 30.) 

(^^0- . p 7Wjra7i, June 30, 1908. 

^ * '^''tUOOPS round Negation. Mv telegram No. 173 of . 

Ihe p"lic'e r.ain. '’»t the patmls of Cossacks disappeared this mormng. 


1225761 

iSir Etliviinl Orvy to i?iV /*'. 

... „ Foreian OJ/ice, June 30,1908. 

" lf^,::?:!i:;:l^Hn“'iihran, m act 

„s proposed in final paragraph of above telegram. 


L21961] 

Sir Eduard (Imj to A/r. ilarlimj. 

„ Foreign Office. June 30, 1908. 

^"''‘rr'voulc no objection, and if you con^der that 

danger, von may do what yoit properly can tinobijially to protect them. 

(Sell telegram No. 27 from Paris ol the 20th inst.ant ) 


122576] 


No. 392. 


Sir Edward Greg lo Mr. Marling. 

(TMcgraphie.) P. 30- 19°®- 

SITt'ATION at Legation. 

With reference to your telegram No. 173 of the 30th .June. u- e e 

'Phe Minister for Foreign AITairs should be informed that the apologv which hi, 
has offered will by no means suffice to meet the very grave situation which the repeated 
insults put upon His Majesty’s Legation have created. Our demands lire m the process 
of formulation, and we will communicate them to you as soon as possible. ... , 

r presume that the police and trraips have now been removed from tlie vicinity ot 
the Tiegalion. 


Sir Eduutrd Grey to Mr. Mariiny. 

(Teicgrapbic.) P. '■’o’'*''?" June 30, 1908. 

BASTIS. , . 

Pleusc* furnisii description and luinilwi's of those now at our Legation. 







